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New Tri-Dimensional Pix Touted 
As Films’ Antidote to Television 


Tri-dimensional films—the 
dustry’s white hope of a develop- 
ment to meet the threat of tele- 
vision—moved a step closer to 
reality with the disclosure this 
week of what has been termed the 
best and most practical method yet 
devised for achieving images in 
depth on the screen. A small num- 
ber of industryites, including reps 
of the City Investing Co., N. Y.., 
have been given secret demonstra- 
tions of the new device at a lab in 
Oyster Bay, Long Island. 

Method, still hush-hush in detail, 
is understood to require no special 
film. It employs three regular 
projectors with special lenses which 
simultaneously throw the image on 
aciindrically-shaped screen. 

System has been devised by Fred 
Waller, of Huntington, L. I., a w.k 
inventor of optical and projection 
equipment. He has set up the 
Vitarama Corp. to further develop 
the system, and Cinerama Corp. to 
promote it. He shares the stock 
in these corporations with Ogden 
White and associates, financial or- 
genization in Rockefeller Center, 
whfch is backing him. 

New York film men who have 

(Continued on page 55) 


Commercial Plugs In 
Grand Central Station 
Incept RR’s New ‘Heara’ 


“Can't doze In here anymore.’ 
traveler remarked in the cohtns 
Troom of New York's Grand Cen- 
tral Terminal Monday afternoon 
(3). With a wave of his hand he 
expressed disdain at a battery of 
amplifiers strategically lining the 
structure’s marble walls. At 7 a.m. 
these speakers started a 17-hour 
schedule of music, weather reports, 
News items and commercials. 

Piped from a_ glass-enclosed 

h on the terminal's balcony, 

Messages drew a mixed re- 
action from the public. Some in- 
dividuals disapproved, some felt 
the blurbs and tunes added a 

ey touch, while the majority 
quizzed were generally indiffer- 
ent. Music, supplied by Muzak, 
eschewed the appropriate “Casey 
Jones” or “When That Midnight 
Choo-Choo Leaves for Alabam” in 
faver of the languorous “‘Siboney” 
and similar melodies. 

Railroading’s new Heara doesn't 
Proclaim train departures or ar- 
rivals but wafts announcements— 

Per hour—on the virtues of 
motor cars, travelers’ checks, time- 
eces, eating establishments and 
he like. Sandwiched in the sched- 
b 0 are short news bulletins, cred- 
ted to a local sheet's city desk, as 
well as an occasional time signal. 
a tas a load of the station's 
System for the first time, a 
adio exec paused with his suitcase 
and wistfully observed, “This sure 
doesn’t Sound like the ‘Railroad 
Hour “s But then glancing at the 
“But of the passersby intoned, 
what a Hooper!” 





in-¢ 


| a two-part opera for the windup for 


| Tele Audience 





Hi-Hat Indeed 


Mrs. Harry Carey, widow of 
the western film star, retains a 
tender spot for the garb of 
the wide open spaces. 

She showed up at the open- 
ing night of the World’s Cham- 
pionship Rodeo, at Madison 
Square Garden, N. Y., wearing 
a cowboy hat—by John Fred- 
erics. 


Toscy Back To 
966 Podium 


Arturo Toscanini takes over the 
baton of the NBC Symphony or- 
chestra for the official preem of the 
°49-'50 season Oct. 29, under the 
same pay terms as last year. That 
means $6,000 per broadcast for the 
maestro, and since he’s committed | 
to two sets of eight concerts each, 
his 16-stanza take will come to 
$96,000. 

As last year, Toscyv has scheduled 





a radio-TV simulcast. 
will be “Falstaff.” 

NBC symph_ sustaining series 
carries an overall nut of more than 
$500,000 for the season, making it 
the costliest public 
on record. However, 
slightly off the hook this year be- 
cause of the summertime sponsor- 
ship ride under U. S. Steel aus- 
pices. 


CBS Tosses in Towel In 
Bid to Compete With 
Berle; ‘Sugar Hill’ Shifts 


CBS television, after two weeks 
of trying to back Milton Berle’s 
“Texaco Star Theatre” on NBC-TV 


This year it 





with another vaudeo show, has 
tossed in the towel. 

“Sugar Hill Times,” hour-long 
variety program featuring all- 


Negro talent, which has been aired 
opposite Berle in the Tuesday 
night at 8 slot, will be trimmed to 
a half-hour and moved over to 
Thursday nights at 8:30. Show 
there will alternate with Arthur 
Schwartz’ “Inside U.S.A. With 
Chevrolet.” starting in its new 
time period tomorrow night (6). 
Kinescope of the new Ed Wynn 
show starts a half-hour later the 
(Continued on page 55) 


CBS in Jessel Bid 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
Harry Ackerman, CBS Coast 
program head, has asked George 
Jessel to revive his revue, “Snow 
Time.” The net wants the big- 


time tele show from Hollywood for 


its eastern outlets. 


4 Jessel is not commenting so far. 


service show | 
the web gets | 


‘AGUMAEM AND 
ONG TV ONAbo 


The actor unions are facing their 
worst crisis in the last decade 
Either the jurisdictional 
with the American Federation 
Musicians or the internecine 
pute within their own ranks is a 
potential powder-keg to blow up 
the Associated Actors & Artistes 
of America, the performers’ parent 
organization. 





of 
dis- 


Not since 1939. when George 
Browne and Willie Bioff, of the 
International Alliance of Theat- 
rical Stage Employees, tried to 


raid the perofrmer ranks by taking 
over the American Federation of 
Actors, have the thespers been in 
such a shaky spot. The situation 
with James C. Petrillo, AFM pres- 
ident, involves the American 
Guiid of Variety Artists, which re- 
placed the AFA as the performer 
affiliate in the vaude-nitery field 
The intra-mural row within the 
actor ranks centers on the question 


(Continued on page 4 44) 


World Series 








Biggest Yet 


World Series, which tees off to- 
day (Wed. at Yankee Stadium, 
N. ¥., will play to the biggest tele- 
vision audience in history. With at 
least one station in every city on 
the east-to-midwest coaxial cable 
carrying the games, 27 cities will 
be tied in. These have a combined 
total of 2.000.000 receivers in cir- 
culation. At an average of five 
viewers per set, the total audience 
for the baseball classic should soar 
well over the 10,000,000 mark. 

Cable to date has connected only 

(Continued on page 55) 








Again—TV vs. B.O. 


Tremendous demand ior 
tickets for the World Series 
this year, coupled with the 
fact that the television cover- 
age of the Series will play to 
the largest single audience in 
history, has been taken up by 
TV execs as another wedge 
in their standing argument 
against sports promoters who 
claim that TV cuts into their 
gate receipts 

Video toppers admit the Se 
ries sells out every year and 
that the red-hot pennant races 





in both leagues this season 
probably stirred the demand 
for seats. Even so, they say, 


fans can still see the complete 
Series on TV and the fact that 
the SRO sign was posted for 
all games almost as soon as 
the pennant winners were de- 
| cided proves that video does 
i mot hurt. 


battle | 
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Protocol 
Washington, Oct. 4 
President Harry Truman 
last week saw a performance 
of Sarah Churchill in “The 
Philadelphia Story” at the Ol- 
ney (Md.) Playhouse 
Question is whether her 
father, Winston Churchill, will 
have to reciprocate by attend 
ing a concert of Margaret Tru- 
man, the President's daughter. 


Nitery Biz Up 
207 in Key Cities 


Nitery takes New York and 
elsewhere have increased about 
20°% during the past two months 
Upbeat, coincident with general 
increase in cafe attendance, has 
given bonifaces one of the best fall 
seasons in recent years. 

The nitery owners are confident 
it will continue until around 
Thanksgiving, when the Christme. 
shopping season generally dents 
night club grosses. However, some 
fear the steel and coal slowups 
may cause an economic tailspin 
that will hit amusement grosses if 
prolonged for any length of time 


WINNINGER—49 YRS. LATER 


Hollywood, Oct. 4 
Charles Winninger broke into 
show biz 49 years ago with a medi 
cine show 
Columbia has now 
“A Mother for May,” 
show impresario. 











cast him in 
as a medicine 


Co Rl.al, | Stontan - 


UU Dian aii 


—-¢ 


Washington, Oct. 4 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
prexy Frank Stanton, opening his 


case today (4) for its 
video system, told the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
that the sooner the transition from 
black-and-white is made, the better 
for all concerned. An early af- 
firmative decision, he declared, will 
bring stability to the industry. He 


company’s 
color 


urged the freeze be lifted within 
the next few months so that TV, 
tinted or monochrome, can move 
ahead 


‘I do not think it wise to extend 
the freeze.” he said, “merely to 
squeeze information on color sys- 
terns from reluctant participants or 
to permit unnecessarily extensive 
field tests.” 

Stanton urged adoption of the 
CBS system on grounds of its 
proven performance, availability, 
low-cost convertibility and expecta- 
tion that new color receivers will 
little more than equivalent 
black-and-white sets. He rejected 

i¢ ‘ontinued on on page 33) 


Audrey Totter Again 
Accents Great Need For - 
Stars in Vet Hospitals 


Despite the fact that World War 
If has been over since 1945, the 
need still exists for Hollywood per- 
sonalities to visit the bedridden 
patients in the Veterans hospitals, 
declared Audrey Totter. Miss Tot- 
ter made a one-day stopover yes- 
terday ‘(Tues.) in New York mid- 


cost 





way during a tour of Veterans Ad- 
ministration installations. 

One visit from a Hollywood per- 

‘Continued on page 55) 
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The Hour 


OCTOBER 

7—Chicago, Ill. 
8—Grend Rapids, Mich. 
9—Milwaukee, Wis. 
10—Madison, Wis. 
11—Mason City, lowa 
12—Shawnee, Okia. 
13—Tulsa, Okla. 
14—Oklahoma City, Okla. 
15—Little Rock, Ark. 
16—Memphis, Tenn. 
17—-Shreveport, La. 
18—Ruston, La. 
19—Jackson, Miss. 
20-—Alexandria, La. 
21—Fort Smith, Ark. 


Fall Concert Tour 


OF 


ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR 
Under the Direction Of PHIL SPITALNY 














of Charm 







22—Kansas City, Mo. 
23— maha, Neb. 
24—Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 
25—Laramie, Wyo. 
26—Denver, Colo. 
27—-Pueblo, Colo. 
28—Great Bend, Kan. 
29—Salina, Kan. 
30—Lincoln, Neb. 
31—Sioux Falls, lowa 


NOVEMBER 
1__Des Moines, lowa 
2—Peoria, Hil. 

3—St. Louis, Mo. 
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B’way Vauders Chill on Tele; Claim It 
Affects Stars’ B.0. Pull in Theatres 


Broadway vaudfilmers appar-* 
ently are turning sharper attention 
to television guest shots by artists 
signed to play the houses. Video 
has grown and is growing so fast 
in New York that bookers seem to 
feel that appearances by name per- 
sonalities can interfere, boxoffice- 
wise. with their value to the 
theatres 

Last week, for example, Connee 
Boswell. scheduled to go into the 
Capitol theatre next week, was 
booked on the “We {Tie reopie 
telecast, following a previous date 
on the Jack Carter video show 
(24). Capitol booker, Sidney Pier- 
mont, strongly objected and for a 
while it looked like Miss Boswell 
might be forced off either the 
“People” show or out of the Cap. 
Situation was made more difficult 
by the fact it arose on short notice 
prior to the broadcast. It was 
resolved when Young & Rubicam, 
agency on the Gulf Oil-sponsored 
show. agreed to a tagline at the 
broadcast’s end heralding Miss 
Boswell's Capitol appearance. 

Capitol and other Broadway 
houses have for months been in- 
serting clauses in contracts bar- 
ring artists from teleguesting as 
much as 21 days before theatre 
opening. Cap is now insisting on 
a 2l-davs before, during and 21- 
days after a Cap date. Strand in- 
sists on a 21-day before and length 
of run clause barring tele, and 
the Roxy confines itself to a length 
of run ban. Paramount is so far 
not too concerned about it. 


Govt. Asks Court 
To Disavow Plea 


Of Trumbo, Lawson 


Washington, Oct. 4. 

Department of Justice, in a brief 
filed today (‘Tues.), urged the U.S. 
Supreme Court to uphold the de- 
cision of the lower courts in con- 
vieting John Howard Lawson and 
Dalion Trumbo, two of the so- 
called “unfriendly witnesses” from 
Hollywood who refused to testify 
whether they were members of the 
Communist party. Government 





| from 


asked the High Court not to hear | 


the appeal petition filed by attor- 
neys for the defendants in August, 
but urged a decision on the single 
point of whether Government em- 
ployees could serve on juries in 
eases of this type. 

Government's brief said: 
“Whether or not the (first) amend- 
ment embodies a freedom to be 
silent generally a is urged, !t cer- 
tainly does not accord a privilege 
to be silent when calied upon to 
testify before a lawful body of in- 
quiry. For no investigation would 
be constitutional if that were the 
case. First amendment rights are 
not absolute. The power to compel 
testimony for public purposes— 
legislative as well as judicial—is 
essential to the existence and op- 
eration of organized society.” 


Brief also denied that the Cris- 
toffel case, in which a conviction 
of perjury was thrown out because 
the perjury was not committed be- 
fore a quorum of the investigating 
committee, had any relevancy to 
the present case. Justice depart- 


ment contends that any Congres- 
sional body has the right to dele- 
gate investigatory powers to sub- 
committees, as was the case of the 
House Un-American subcommittee. 
before which the “Hollywood 10” 
refused to testify. 


<a 











‘Forsyte’ the Command Pic 


London, Oct. 4. 





Metro's “That Forsyte Saga,” re- 
leased in the U. S. as “That Forsyte 
Woman.” has been selected to be 
screened Nov. 17 at the Command | 
Performance. 

Picture stars Greer Garson and | 
Errol Flynn. 











—_ —" ry KEN. MIIRR AY’S... 
A} Jolson Wisecracks | 


DRE ee on 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 


With Pres. Truman Who | scores vueatne 
Tops Vet Comedian... cy... 


Washington, Oct. 4. Capitan Theatre, Hollywood.) 

When Al Jolson visited the White 
House. he greeted President Tru- 
man with a snatch of “I'm Just 
Wild About Harry,” as he made his 
entrance. He gagged with the 


Chief Executive that making| 


Buddy Clark An | 


vison, enue “eane a! Inveterate Flyer 


Roosevelt—‘“and no 


bei isy-walsy also with | . , 
pO ein om ty ’ Buddy Clark, killed in an air- 


The star, here on an exploitation | Plane crash in Hollywood Satur- | 
junket to ballyhoo “Jolson Sings 44y ‘1) night, was such an avid 
Again.” asked the President about flying enthusiast that trips across | 
renaing again, and Mr. Truman the country were to him like com- 
replied, “I pool esked a Senator muting hetween home and radio or 
friend of mine the same thing and record studios. For example, last 
all he could tell me was, ‘I need Saturday, less than 12 hours be- 
the job’.” fore the crash that took his life 

Jolson met Father Benjamin, | 45 he was returning from the Stan- 
now in his 70s. at the St. Mary’s ford-Michigan football game at 

> 7. > ee T , y 7 

Catholic Brothers School tn Balti- Palo Alto, he called a New York 
more where the comedian spent ™usic publisher by phone and 
several months when he ran away ®*<ed that if the Yanks and 
his home in Washington at Dodgers won their pennants, would 

the age of 10. Mrs. Jolson, who the pub secure him a ticket to one 
was with her husband. wanted to °f the games. He'd fly east, see the 

















an Oklahoma politicio, 


ducing the legal limit of 300 bar- 
rals daily or $2.54 per for a week- 
ly revenue of $5.334. Last month, 
Regan got an $8,000 royalty check 
for his end. “It's the best writeup 
I ever want,” says Regan. 

Regan joins the ranks of Bing 
Crosby and Bob Hope who have 
| oil-producing properties a mile and 
a half away. Four wells are work- 
ing for them. Don Ameche is 
working oil properties in that area 
as is Frank Sinatra, but neither | 
have hit so far. Gene Autry and 
Randolph Scott. however, have got- | 
ten lucky in oil investments. 

Regan is set for the Blackstone 
Hotel, Chicago, Oct. 14 for six 
weeks. It's his 10th appearance 


know if “Asa was a bad boy,” and 84me, and return west. — 
the cleric-educator replied, “He Clark made hundreds of trips 
bovs run away from Harvard. too, Voice was being dubbed into the 
- ” film, “I Wonder Who's Kissing Her 
a. — — Ruth went to Now” (20th) for actor Mark Stev- 
: - Carnaticn radio broadcast originat- 
(Continued on page 47) ing in New York, he commuted 
between the two coasts weekly. 
b J CTU - 
VANDERBILT 5 LE RE worked on the soundtrack dub- 
TOUR SETS 225 DATES bing, then planed back east for his 
(Continued on page 52) 
cently returned from a four-month . 
tour of Europe, has launched an- Oil Royalty Checks 
other swing around the U. S. aoe | ‘ , | 
circuit. He is set for 225 
dates. Vanderbilt is supplement: | Best Writeup I Ever 
ing his comments on “Europe— ? ° 
Want,’ Says Phil Regan 
in color during his Continental 
trek. All lensing was done by him-| show biz names who are striking it 
self and his wife, Pat. He made | rich in oil. As a result of a $4,000 
| investment, Regan in conjunction | 
last vear. 
Vanderbilt varies his series of | Barrett, 
luloid footage, among them being yelis out of 22 attempts in Scu 
“All Roads Lead to Rome,” which | County, Texas. ’ ~ 
has been booked into several Cath- | 
vear. Two other films on Europe 
and the southeast has been booked 
in Orchestra Hall, Chicago, in late 


was like other little boys; some cross-country. Last year, when his 
Jolson recalled that he ruined ©"S. 4nd Clark had his own weekly 
He did his show, flew west and 
j 
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., re- 
ture 
1949" with filmed sequences shot 
Phil Regan has joined the list of 
a similar tour of the gab circuit | 
different lecture pix from the cel-. 
olic colleges before the end of the 
October 





GRACIE’S PALLADIUM HIT 


London, Oct. 4. 

Headlining the new Palladium 
bill Monday (3), Gracie Fields 
proved a# standout and won a 
tremendous ovation from a packed | 
house 

Delta Rhythm Boys, holdovers. 
again registered strongly. Current 
show. incidentally, closes the Pal- 
ladium’s 1949 vaudeville season. 








— 


there and for the past seven years 
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ke’s been on the opening show of | 
that inn. 

Regan is also cutting 12 sides for 
Victor, which will include “El- | 
eanor,” and “Daddy's Little Girl,” 
“Phil the Fluter’s Ball,” “When 
You're in the Heart of a Sham- 


Order Form 





Two Years rock.” He's also slated for the 
: Thanksgiving show with Milton 
o eeeeeceaeseoeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeneeeeneeee *_eeeeeeneeneeereee Berle. 
(Please fF : aime) | 
EE .cchbsaseednnaces *“rfreeve eee eeeeeeeeeeeee . = e 
_ They’re Telling Us! 


Chicago, Oct. 4. 

“Mentally maladjusted” ac- 
tors are the most successful, 
Northwestern University psy- 
choiogists declared last week. 
They said they based their 
findings on studies of the best 
student actors at the school. 

“Invariabiy,” the psycholo- 
gists declared, “the best of the 
actors had distinct leanings 
toward hysteria, depression 
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and split personality.” 


' with oilman Ray Ryan and Eddie 
has become lucky in hitting seven | 


Each well is pro- | 


| 
Devaluation May Kayo 


a 





THIS WEEK’S FOOTBALL 


By MARTY GLICKMAN 
(WMGM, CBS-TV, Paramount News Sportscaster) 


COLLEGE 
EAST 

* Games Selection * Points 

Ce ees eee COMMMMBER .nncccscessiae 9 
Lions well rounded; Yale untested. 
Penn State-Boston College ............. Penn State ........... . 6 
Eagles blow hot and cold. 
Co a oe Pee Colgate .occccccceseces, 13 
Red Riders have more speed. 
Harvard-Cornell , ... Cornell ie beeeces< 13 
Big ‘Red is fast, “tough and deep. 
Dartmouth-Holy Cross EEE SbSGbccccccce 
Indians to bounce ‘back after Penn defeat. 

Navy-Duke | a ae 13 


Sri eee 


case 2 el me . _ 
Great Dall Kale: 


| Princeton- Penn Penn eo 
Quakers have new threat in Snaky Graham. 
West Virginia-Pittsburgh Pittsburgh jiihaawan See 
Panthers are back! 
Rutgers-Lehigh CC 
Rutgers play in tougher league. 
Syracuse-Temple (Fri. nite) I iri ie Sw ng Bee ae 7 


Bernie Custis, great passer, makes the difference. 


Villanova-St. Mary’s ‘Fri. nite) . - Villanova . ees. On 

Wildcats one of the best. 
SOUTH 
Baylor-Arkansas PED ec ceeecssccctce ED 
Razorbacks : a pleasant surprise. 

Alabama-Duquesne (Fri. nite) Pe ti ceche 6000s 06s 20 
angus out of its class. 

Auburn-Florida ( 246 eatheenes oe ws F 

"Gators have speed. 
Clemson-Miss. State ; I es ee. cee, 7 
Both clubs lost heavily by graduation. 
| Kentucky-Georgia DE. cceses@aese de 13 


Wildcats show ed class w alloping Ole Miss. 
LSU-Texas A&M (Sat. nite)..... ..LSU 
Aggies way below standard. 
Vanderbilt-Mississippi Vanderbilt — ee 
Commodores bid for southeastern crown. 


South Carolina-North Carolina North Carolina 19 
North Carolina’s Guv'nor said: “Ah've got Justice on mab side.” 
Texas-Oklahoma Oklahoma 13 
Bud Wilkinson has the split T and a great team at Oklahoma. 
Wake Forest-Georgetown ied .. Wake Forest 20 
Hoyas bit off more than they can chew. 

MIDWEST 
Iowa-Illinois Iowa ee ae 
Dr. Eddie Anderson’: s ‘gang squeaks through 
Michigan-Army ae 7 
Game of the Year! Wolverine has edge at home. 
Indiana-TCU ; i a eee 14 
Hoosiers batter ed after Notre Dame and Ohio State. 
Colorado-Iowa State ...... Iowa State ‘tctensepee FV 
Bronco's are subpar. 

Kansas-George Washington nS: ee 
Kansans beginning to rebuild. 

Michigan State-Maryland Be WE bs ss se oe eoas 20 


Biggie Munn has a powerhouse at East Lansing. 


Minnesota-Northwestern Minnesota... .. cece 13 
Northwestern still shocked at Pittsburgh upset. 
Missourl-Oklahoma A&M........... Missouri errr. 20 
Don Faurot’s team ready to win. 

Purdue-Notre Dame Notre Dame............. 20 
Irish aren't ready to be had, just yet. 
Wisconsin-California al California .............. 7 
Badgers not yet ready for one of Coast's best. 

FAR WEST 
Ovegon-Washington State.............. Oregon ._... .. 14 
State not good enough for defending rorthern champions. 
Washington-Oregon State. .............. Washington om 
Howie Odell’s team gave Notre Dame a fright last Saturday. 
OU, oc oc ka, oe Mee ed USC sal 7 
This could be a preview of the Rose Bowl game. 
Stanford-UCLA  Sninaiice dime ates Stanford “ 
Marchie Schwartz has a brilliant band of sophomores. 
PROFESSIONAL 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
Redskins-Gianis .. .Redskins ... ee 7 
Baugh and Gilmer too much, 

Bears-Rams > tut ededinien nko aaa Er 14 
This could be for western title. 

Eagles-Cardinals (Sat. nite) __.. ....Eagles ... » J 
Van Buren, Pritchard, Thompson and Muha best in league. 

Bulldogs-Packers (Fri. nite) ........... Bulldogs . 

Packers demoralized since Lambeau quit coaching. 
Pittsburgh-Detroit (Sat. nite) ........... eye —— 
Lions are coming. 

ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 
Dons-Buffalo Bills .................... Los Angeles ........ ioe Oe 
Dons tough at home. 

Rockets-Yankees (Fri. nite) ............. Yankees chdetitieasns Ge 
Red Strader has terrific running attack. 

ED « Wiks.n.s ectenih tetnnen mead 49-ers ii stiwiane | 


Browns finally take it on the chin. 
: SEASON’S RECORD 
Won, 60; Lost, 23; Ties, 3; Pct., 723 
(Ties Don’t Count) 





* Home teams listed first. 
* Points are selector’s prediction, not the gambling odds. 
College games are held Saturday unless otherwise stated; pro games 


_on Sunday unless otherwise stated. 





——D 


William Penn, Pittsburgh; and the 
° Statler, Buffalo. 
Brisson’s Europe Encore While abroad Brisson headlined 


Carl Brisson returned to New. if. ae A, 5 his en 
) ng at the fame ouse sinc 
after aay (3) on the Gripsholm | yeadiining there in 1929, Prior to 

month European tour | heading west, the veteran enter- 
and immediately planed to Las /|tainer revealed he has some 24 
Vegas, Nev., where he’s scheduled | weeks of European engagements 
to open Friday ‘7) at the Last | ined up for next year. 





However, 


he added, it’s uncertain whether 
Frontier. He starts a six-week | those dates will ail actually ma- 
stint at Hollywood's Cocoanut | | terialize in the light of the con- 
Grove Nov. 1 then moves to the | tinental countries’ recent currency 


Hotel Statler in Washington, the | devaluation steps. 
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Crosby’ s ‘Morning’ 


Top Grosser 


For Sept.; Male Bride, ‘Heat 2- 





While admittedly not up to the+ 


standard of some of his recent | 
pictures, Bing Crosby's “Top O’| 
Morning” (Par) displayed enough | 
boxoffice draw to be national biz 
winner in September, according to | 
reports from VARIETY correspond- | 
ents in 24 key cities. The Crosby- 
Barry Fitzgerald Irish comedy was 
eS ahead of its closet rival in 
poiucs? 
“Male War 
im- 


was closely pressed by 
Bride” (20th) as to boxoffice 
pact “Morning,” ran 
especially big grosses in many keys 
on opening weeks, surprisingly 
enough checked in with some mild- 
ish and disappointing sessions. 

“Bride.” which was out on re- 
lease only three weeks to| 
was a strong second- | 
place winner. The Cary Grant | 
comedy really made stronger in- 
dividual showings in numerous key 
cities than the first-place winner. 
Picture finished first for two suc- 
cessive weeks and did smash to 
terrific stanzas in a majority of its 
dates. 

“White Heat” 
mosition although fr 
place only one week. 


which up 


really 


any extent, 


(WB) took 


ished 


third 
firct 


James C ag- 


in 


mney starrer was given uniformly 
strong crix appraisal. “Jolson 
Sings Again” ‘Col) copped fourth 
money largely because of huge 
grosses rung up in the three or 
four opening engagements. Film 
naturaily is counted on to climb 
higher once it gets around more 


in representative key cities. 

Fifth place goes to “Come to the 
Stable” (20th), which amassed con- 
siderable coin but checked in with 
few smash weeks. Bulk of opening 
sessions were rated only nice. 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) finished sixth 
with better than $400,000 for the 
month. 

“Vighting Kentuckian” ‘Rep) 
wound up seventh in September 
sweepstakes, the John Wayne pic- 
ture being out on release only two 
weeks, finishing second both 
stanzas. “Good Old Summertime” 
‘(M-G), which was second in 
August, captured eighth place last 
month. indicating its sustained 
sirength and its mone, making 
ability for Metro. 

“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) took 
over ninth slot with high ratings | 
three out of four weeks last month. 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G), which | 
garnered considerable revenue 
from sheer weight of numerous 
dates, placed 10th. Eleventh posi- | 
tion was taken over by “Mighty | 


Joe Young” (RKO), fourth place 
winner in August. Twelfth spot 
was won by “Sword in Desert” | 
«U). | 
Top runner-up pix were “Slat- | 
tery’s Hurricane” (20th). which | 
took ninth place in August; ‘Mid- | 
night Kiss” ‘(M-G), “Task Force” 
(WB) and “Great Feeling’ (WB). 


Last-named was August seventh- 
place winner. 


Of the new product, “My Friend 


Irma” (Par), “Red Danube” ‘(M-G), | 
“Father Was Fullback” (20th), 
“Task Force’ (WB), “Kentuckian” 


‘Rep) and “Pinky” (20th) loom as 
having biggest potential draws on 
basis of returns in thus far. 
“Sword in Desert” ‘(U), already 
siarting out, also shapes as a real 
coin-getter. 

“Thieves’ Highway” (20th), an- 
other newcomer, does not shape too 
strongly thus far. “Under Capri- 
corn” (WB). too, looks like a com- 
paratively stout entry on the basis 
of four weeks at N. Y. Music Hall. 
“Kid From Cleveland” (Rep) did 
big biz in Cleveland bui not so well 
elsewhere. 

“Great Sinner” (M-G) did not do 
much last month. “Not Wanted” 
‘FC) was inclined to be spotty al- 
though doing sizable business for 


an indie in some keys. “Black 
Magic” ‘UA) collected some addi- 
tional, nice coin during the month. 


“Easy Living” 
ing out, 
one 
gave 


(RKO), just start- 
managed to wind up 12th 
week during the month and 

RKO substantial revenue. 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC), which 
landed ninth one week, garnered 
more than $150,000 during Septem- 
ber. according to reports from 
Varirry correspondents. 

“That's My Baby” (U), only play- 
ing scattered dates during the 
month, made a favorable showing 
in seveial keys. 


het petiualiv. 4 


ct s Top 12 


op O’ Morning” (Par). 


“Male Bride” (20th). 

Hy “White Heat” (WB). 

4. “Jolson Sings” (Col). 

5. “Come to Stable” (20th). 

6. “Rope of Sand” (Par). 

7. “Fighting Kentuckian” 
{ Rep) 

8. * Good Summertime” (M-G). 

9 PR: canns AA¢ a av "ARKO 
10. “Mad ume Bovary’ *(M-G) 
ll. “Mighty Young” (RKO). 
12. “Sword Desert” (U). 


TOA MUSTERING 
THEATRE-TV 
PLANS 


Communications 








Com- 
mission will be the target of a bar- 


Federal 


rage of briefs from local Theatre 


Owners of America branches un- 
der a iampaign mepped this tek 


by Gael Sullivan, TOA exec direc- 
tor. Sullivan is asking the 27 lo- 
cal exhib groups to file briefs ask- 
ing for a public hearing on theatre 
television channels behind the pe- 
tition which national TOA has al- 
ready deposited with the FCC. 

In every local situation, cam- 
paign is being shaped along the 
lines of the national TOA outfit— 
to play up the public service that 
theatres can render through large- 
screen TV and generally to argue 
“what films can do for television 
rather than what television can do 
for films.’ 

Each local brief will develop the 
ties between theatres in the local- 
ity and schools, churches, clubs 
and universties. Briefs will ana- 
lvze how flickeries have aided local 


Sturges Wins Suit 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
Suit of William Shapire for 
$150,000 plagiarism damages 
against Preston Sturges, centering 
| about latter's 20th-Fox production 
of “Unfalthfully Yours,” has been 


, dropped. 


} 
| 


| 


Complaint was withdrawn when | 
Sturges was able to show he had 
written a story in 1933 called “Un- 


| finished Symphony,” which was 
ithe basis for the pic and that 
| Shapiro's yarn, “Discord,” was not 
plagiarized. 


informational or charity drives and |, 


| what can be done by these theatres 


to convert TV into an added pub- 
lic service medium. It is figured 
that the 27 briefs would document 
and detail the arguments of the 
national org. 

Meanwhile, TOA through Sulli- 





Theatre TV Seen Too 
Expensive Right Now, 
Chi Convention Agrees 


Chicago. Oct. 4. 
“Theatre television is fine stuff 
but too expensive right now’’— 


that’s the prevailing opinion among 
film supply men here after watch- 
ing the special demontsration of 
a boxing match put on by NBC-TV. 
Joint convention of Theatre Equip- 
ment Dealers and Theatre Equip- 
ment & Supply Manufacturers 
sounded hefty applause at the end 


‘ 
| 





| 
i 
; 


of a six round slugfest staged live | 


in the NBC 
the Stevens hotel 

Some of the conventioneers ap- 
plaudéed because the scrap was a 
beaut, between two rough and 
ready fighters. 
felt that while the picture wasn't 
close to perfect ‘milky on medium 
and distancé shois’. it was @ saies 
success for theatre TV. because it 
showed them the possibilities of 
carrying any big future events, 
whether it’s sports or news. 

NBC went to some trouble to 
provide an arena atmosphere. 
Spectators, boxing officials and 
loud boos all helped create the 
background of a fight club. Plenty 
of action in the fight itself. which 
the cameras caught closeup. But 
some studio lights had been cut 
by the production staff. and that’s 
the way it came over the screen— 
too dark to distinguish any details 
whenever the lens switched to 
medium and distance shots. 

Earlier in the meeting, Si Fabian 
of the Fabian theatre chain, tossed 
a warning note regarding theatre 
TV. He said the estimated cost of 
$25,000 for 
only large houses could afford it. 
But the film topper 
cheaper prices in the near future. 
Meantime, he urged that all 
progress possible should be made 
in black and white television, since 
color TV “isn't practical right 
now,” as far as theatre owners 


van has come out before the FCC! ‘themselves are concerned. 


for adoption of color TV in an or-| 
derly f-shion br* as soon as feasi- | 
ble. Sullivan was been trekking 
regularly to Washington to attend | 
all hearings on the subject. 


2 UA PIX, 1 REP MAY BE 
FORECLOSED BY BAN 


Hollywood, Oct. 

“Voice in the Wind” and Shomee 
‘Russian Girls,” 
“A Song for Miss Julie,” Republic, 
are subject to foreclosure proceed- 
ings by Security-First National 
Bank. 

“Voice” was 





made by Arthur 
Ripley and Rudolph Monter, and 
released in ‘44: “Girls” was pro- 
duced by Gregor Rabinovitch, re- 
leased in ‘43: “Julie” was pro- 
duced and directed by William 
Rowland, released in ‘45. 

Approximately $100,000 is due 
the bank on the three pix for 
financing. 


Selznick’s ‘Idol’ Stalled By 
L.A., N.Y. Theatre Logjam 


Selznick Releasing Organization 
is faced with a double-barrelled 
shutout of its “Fallen Idol” on 
both coasts as result of unexpec- 
tedly long runs of pix currently in 





the houses for which it is seched- 
uled.+ In New York Selznick is 
waiting to preem at the Sutton, 
where “Quartet” is in its 27th 
week, and im Los Angeles at the 
Fine Arts, where “Red Shoes” is 
in its 39th week 

Both “Quartet” and “Shoes” are 
Eagle Lion pix. Neither shows 


much sign of weakening, which is 
disturbing SRO. since its distribu 
tion setup is stalled awaiting re- 
lease of “Idol.” Latter was made 
in England by Sir Alexander Kor 
da in a joint production deal with 


Selznick Paul MacNamara, SKO 
pub-ad chief. was in New York 
from the Cosst last week on cam 
| paign plans for toe pie. 


* 


both UA pix, and— 


{ 





EX-SHOWMEN SPARK 


A new housing project, which 
Long Island. is being mapped by a 
group of show business people, 
headed by Homer Harman, former 
pub-ad chief of the Roxy theatre, 
N. Y. Colony of theatrical resi- 


equipment meant that | 


studio, and flashed to | 


Most of the others | 


looked for | 


Length of Leases a Factor In 
Theatre Divestiture Negotiations 


+ 
¥ 





About Face 


Several Paramoug theatre 
partners have been heard voic- 
ing an intention of bringing 
their own anti-irust suits 
against the majors once they 
become indie operators 
through a cutting of the ties 
with Paramount Pards have 
no grievances with Paramount 
as such but are objecting to 
certain distrib practices by al! 
of the majors, particularly with 
reference to drive-ins 

They expect to bring suits 
challenging the distrib right to 
give the ozoners dav-and-date 
bookings with deluxe down- 
town houses. 








MORE STARS HIT 


THE ROAD T0 
BALLY PIX 


Recent 


move of industry execs 
to ning pix. specifically and gen- 
erally, via the technique of “‘liv- 


ing trailers’ has stepped into high 
gear with New York as the initial 
target for the public relations 
drive. Within the past seven 
weeks, film companies have blan- 
keted the metropolitan theatres 
with star junkets at the rate of 
almost one-a-week. 

Latest name player to hit the 
subway film circuit is Humphrey 
Bogart, who tees off today (5) in a 
two-day swing of 10 Loew's houses 
ranging from the Bronx to Jersey 
City. Bogart. who is riding on the 
wake of newspaper splashes on the 
El Morocco, N. Y.. “panda” case 
last week, is touring in behalf of 
“Tokyo Joe,” Santana production 
in which he’s starring. Pic is slated 
to open on Broadway at the Capi- 
tol in mid-October 

All of the star junkets in New 
York have been patterned on that 
now historic three-day stint by Al 
Jolson in which the mammy singer 
covered 18 theatres on the eve of 


‘launched into mass 


the world preem of Columbia's | 


“Jolson Sings Again.’ Success of 
that tour in not only plugging the 
specific film. but in building gen- 
eral good will for motion pictures, 


‘has cued industry execs to repeat 


| 


| the stunt as often as possible with 


| other stars. 


L. . REALTY PROJECT 


| 


Twentieth-Fox used the tactic 


on a widespread scale to promote | 


, “Pinky,” Darryl F. Zanuck’s pro- 
will bring a touch of Hollywood to | 


duction on the Negro theme. Three 
of the pic’s leading players. Jeanne 
Crain, Ethel Waters and Biil Lun- 
digan, covered among themselves 
about 40 theatres in the local 
Skouras chain. Indication of wide- 


dences at Great Neck will be styled | spread interest among filmgoers in 
by Charles Burton, designer for | seeing the Hollywood names in the 


the Paramount theatre circuit. | 
Herbert Coe, formerly on the exec | 


staff of Columbia Pictures, will be when the personal 
construction engineer under | 


the 
chief architect Arthur Coote. 


! 


| flesh was evidenced by the unu- 
| sually heavy attendance on nights 
appearances 
were scheduled. 

Sidelight of the stars’ whirlwind 


Site of the project is a tract of personaling is the opportunity it 


former Grace | 
purchased re- 


23 acres on the 
estate which was 
cently by Harmon. 


H’ wood Bowl Needs Coin, 
OK’s Pic for 257 Cut 


Hollywood. Oct. 
Hollywood Bow!l. one of the land- 
marks of the motion picture vil- 


Contness ep on page 20) 


Dratler Quits WB 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
Jay Dratler terminated his pro- 
ducer pact with Warner Bros.-ves 
terday (Mon.), walking out with 
five months to go. 
Parting was reported amicable. 
Dratler says he'll prepare two pix 


lage, is about to be glorified on the for indie production. 


screen for the first time. Bowl 


officials, headed by Dr. Kar! Direc- 


tor and I. E. Toberman 
film rights to Jack Preston and 
Gus Inglis, writers. for a 25% cut. 

One reason for the change in the 
Bow!l's non-picture policy is that 
receipts of the lenghair musical 
series during the summer took a 
nosedive 


Louis Calhern Signed 


For Metro’s ‘Annie’ 


Hollywood Oct. 4 

Louis Calhern signed a 

thesp contract with Metro, 

ing as Buffalo Bill in 

Your Gun.” Role 

signed originaliy to the late Frank 
Morgan 


start- 
“Annie Get 


Arthur Freed is producing the 
picture. with George Sidney as di- 
rector, starting this week. 


handed | 


term 


had been as-, 


N. Y. to Europe 


Louis Armstrong 
Howard Foley 
Richard Maibaum 
Norton V. Ritchey 
Henry Wilcoxon 


Europe to N. Y. 
Ellis G. Arnall 
Ninetta de Vaiois 
William Dieterle 
Margot Fonteyn 
Robert Helpmann 
Renee Jeanmarie 
Elsa Maxwell 
Benno Moiseiwitsch 
Roland Petit 
Tyrone Power 
Fritz Reiner 
Vernon Rice 
Robert E. Sherwood 
Ted Strong 


Lucia Turcane 


Paramount theatre chain has 


negotiations 
| with a large number of landlords 
in an effort to boost the vaiue of 
leases before offering them around 
,for sales as part of its divestiture 
proceedings under the consent ce- 
cree. Since many of the leases 
have only a few years to run. Par 
theatre execs are renegotiating 
them while shooting for new 20-year 
deals on the flock of houses 

Meanwhile, outside partic: -izier- 
ested in buying up individual Para- 
mount theatres which the company 
must unload have been told that 
Par will not enter such transactions 
until the renegotiations are 
plete. It is pointed out that the 
value of any lease depends on the 
length that it has to run. 


In preliminary soundings. com- 
pany has come down somewhat in 
its asking price on the longterm 
leases. according to exhib reports. 
Originally, number of the theatres 
were being peddled at eight times 
the net for one year. Several 
soundings now, however. are at a 
figure of six times net after buver 
resistance was encountered. Some 
exhibs are objecting to Par'< in- 
sistence that the net be fixed at 
the average of three years includ- 
ing the lush 1946 and ‘47 periods 


At the same time, on the RKO 
front, company spokesman reports 
that the “hard core has been hit 
in negotiating the breakup of part- 
nerships.” Easier ones are now 
out of the way, it is said, and those 
involving such pards as George 
Skouras and Walter Reade are be- 
ing delaved by the desire of both 
sides to hold on to the houses and 
buy off the joint interests. 

Present parley of RKO legalities 
with the Dept. of Justice to win an 
extension of the Nov. 8 deadline 
applies only to the plan or reorgiun- 
ization and not partner breakups. 
it is said. However, if the D of J 
okay is granted on a delay in the 
plan, RKOers will then ask a posi- 
ponement in divestiture of the 
chain with strong hopes of winning 
approval. 


comn- 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Irving Allen 
George Breakston 
Willett H. Brown 
Sid Carroll 
Robert Cohn 
Kyle Crichton 
Richard Derr 
Lynn Farnol 

Don Fedderson 
George Fisher 

Y. Frank Freeman 
Betty Garde 
Charles Glett 
Willis Goldbeck 
Leonard Goldstein 
Stewart Granger 
Paul Henreid 
Celeste Holm 
Burl Ives 
Deborah Kerr 
Frank King 

Hy King 

Jesse L. Lasky 
William Lasky 
Charies Laughton 
Jules Levy 

David Loew 
Marcus Loew II 
Gene Mann 

Earl McElroy 
Vaughn Monroe 
James A. Mulvey 
Pat O’Brien 
Gabriel Pascal 
Hans Peters 

Mary Pickford 
Harry Popkin 
Merrill Pye 

Meg Randall 
Victor Saville 
George J. Schaefer 
Lew Schreiber 
Ethel Smith 

Ann Sothern 

Sam Stiefel 

Gale Storm 

Lee Van Atta 
Lewis Allen Weiss 
Ail Whiie 

Jack Wrather 
Paul Yawitz 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Harry Akst 
Pandro S. Berman 
Freddy Block 
Montgomery Clift 
Franklin Gilbert 
Constance Hope 
Al Jolson 
John Joseph 
Paul MacNamara 
Ted Post 








_ END OF ‘LAWYERS’ PARA 


EL Will Return to Own Production 
‘At Right Time’; Now. Mainly Distrib 
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Eagle Lion has no intention of+ 
depending solely on outside indie 
pix but plans to get back into its 
own production “when the time is 
ripe,” says William MacMillen., 
company’s exec veepec. Bas¢ti 
purely on the economics of the 
situation, EL will wait until it has 
three or more properties lined up 
for shooting before using its own 
studios. If one or two pix are made 
simultaneously, it is cheaper for 
the company to have them made 
off the lot, MacMillen said. 

Having done corisiderable talk- 
ing to indie producers on his re- 
cent trip to the Coast, MacMillen 
believes his company is now well 
on the way “to a complete lineup 
of product for the next six 
months.” Meanwhile, he declared, 
EL’: outlook so far as current rev- 
enues are concerned have showed 
improvement for the past eight 
months “‘which have averaged out 
in the black.” 

No immediate decision on 
whether the studio should remain 
open is necessary, MacMillen ex- 
plained. “Port of New York,” last 
of the Bryan Foy productions, 
winds up Oct. 26. On that date, 
EL must decide whether to keep 
the lot going by throwing in a 
number of productions or lock it 
for the time being. 

Pursuing its course of bankroll- 
ing indie filmmaking. EL has been 
leaning heavily on N. Peter Rath- 
von, former RKO prez, who heads 
Motion Picture Capital Corp., Mac- 

(Congnued on page 20) 


Threaten to Quit If 
Unions Don’t ‘Co-op’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 

Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Assn. is threatening to dis- 
solve unless a more conciliatory 
attitude toward the problems of 
indie producers is adopted by the 
unions on the picture lots. IMPPA 
appointed a dissolution committee, 
headed by Barney Shapiro, to go 
through the wrecking process. | 
Serving on the committee with him 
are Harry Thomas, Clem Peoples, 
Sam Baerwitz and Murray Lerner. 

In case of a breakup, the indi- 
vidual indie producers will make 
their own contracts for each pic- | 
ture. 


3 UA PRODUCERS IN N.Y. 
ON SELLING CAMPAIGNS 


Three United Artists producers 
are currently in New York discus- 
sing plans with homeoffice sales 
and pub-ad chiefs for distribution 
and campaigns on their pix. They 
are Harry Popkin. Sam Stiefel and 
Colin Miller. | 

Popkin will be east three or four 
weeks, huddling on three proper- 
ties he has completed. They are | 
“Champagne for Caesar,” “Big 
Wheel” and “Dead on Arrival.” | 
Stiefel has an interest in “Wheel” 
and in “Quicksand,” which he pro- 
duced in association with Mickey 
Rooney and which is also about 
ready. Miller will be in New York 
about a week on his “Kiss for Cor- 
end print of which he brought with 

im. 


Academy Adds 
19 New Members 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 

Nineteen new members, in six 
different classifications, were ad- 
mitted into the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. Three 
of them are thesps, Kirk Douglas, 
Ann Doran and Ed Begley. 

Others are: Lelia Alexander, 
John DeCuir, Mary Kay Dodson, 
Dorothy Jeakins, William R. Kier- 
man, Ruby R. Levitt, George E. 
Macon end Renie Brouillet Conley, 
art directors; Edward R. Morse, 
executive; John Kirkham Hubley, 
short subjects; Joe Gottesman, 
Joseph Hoffman, Polly James, 
Douglas Morrow and Rebert Thom- 
sen, writers, and Paul Manning, 
member at large. 











E. J. White Making 10 
Maters for Republic. 


Hollywood, Oct. 4 

Republic handed Edward J 
White a production program of 10 
pictures, in keeping with the stu- 
dio’s increased schedule of 57 films 
for 1949-50. In previous years 
White’s program consisted of four 
Roy Rogers gallopers. 

This year he will produce six 
Rogers and four musicals, one of 
which, “Belle of Old Mexico,” star- 
ring Estellita Rodriguez, is now in 
the cutting rooms. 


Heller Co., Chi, 
Yens Pix Again 


Walter E. Heller & Co., Chicago 
financial outfit, which got burnt 
in advancing coin for indie pro- 
duction a few years back, is cau- 
tiously reentering the field. It has 
made no deals as yet, but is under- 
stood putting out feelers to go 
back into indie financing in a lim- 
ited way. It reportedly fs ready 
io make about $600,000 available. 

Heller outfit’s principal business 
is commercial financing and dis- 
counting of accounts receivable for 
all sorts of business firms. It is one 
of the largest in the country in this 
type of operation and has been 
highly successful. Its stock is listed 
on the N. Y. Curb Exchange. 

Company got into film financing 
during the war and was involved 
in a number of deals with Ideal 
Factoring Corp., commercial finan- 
cing organization in New York. 
They handled financing of pro- 
grams of low-budgeters for Screen 
Guild and other smaller studios 
and then got into straight indie 
producer backing. 

Profits during the war and im- 





/mediately afterwards were good. 
However, they went into a num-| 


ber of films that were made at 
peak costs and distributed when 
foreign and domestic markets were 
sliding. Result was some heavy 
losses. Sum total of their film ad- 
venture will be, at best, to break 
even when all the residuals are 
finally counted. 

Milton Gordon, Heller v.p., who 
handles the film biz, reportedly 
now feels that with knowledge 
gained out of past experience, the 


time may be ripe for rentry into | 


the field. Gordon expects to give 
a lot closer scrutiny to any pros- 
pective deal than ever before, but 
if the cost of the pic is reasonable 
and other elements are attractive, 
Heller will advance coin. 


3 VP’s of 20-Fox on 3-Wk. 





Merchandizing Junkets 


Twentieth-Fox's touring trio of 
veepees, Andy W. Smith, Jr., Al 
Lichtman and Charles Einfeld, take 
off on another three-week junket 
today (Wed.) for huddles with field 


personnel in Chicago, San Fran-| 
Sessions | 
|represent a followup to the two- 


cisco and Los Angeles. 


day meet held at the homeoffice 


| last week with eastern division and | 


branch managers. 

Smith and Lichtman will talk 
over the company’s upcoming prod- 
uct, the current branch managers’ 
testimonial drive, etc. Einfeld is 
to concentrate on detailing exploi- 
tation plans for the new features. 
laying particular emphasis on the 


'“Prince of Foxes” campaign. Uti- 


lizing national magazine advertis- 
ing for the first time at point of 
sale, the campaign will cost 20th 
over $300,000, believed to be the 
most costly in the company’s his- 
tory. 

Field execs will also watch a 
screening of “Pinky,” which 
preemed Thursday (29) at the 
Broadway Rivoli and which is ear- 
marked for general release shortly 


jafter the first of the year. 


1 
| 


NTAA-TRADE 
cuITS DOWN 


Past month has seen a distinct 
drop in the number of anti-trust 
suits filed by indie exhibs against 


major distributing companies. 


Witte sciGistly avwrieys Teer Ural 


the Chicago all-industry conclave 
at the end of August is too re- 
cent to be credited with responsi 
bility for the development, they 
see it as leading to the end of an 
era that caused Eric Johnston to 
call the film industry “a lawyer's 
paradise.”’ 

A number of cumulative reasons 
—primarily a more enlightened 
attitude by distribs toward exhib 
squawks—are credited by attor- 
neys for the break in the regular 
rhythm of new suits filed against 


the majors. There are still ap- 
proximately the same number of 
actions pending as there were a 


year ago, which is close to 100, 
but the drop in new ones during 
September and the anticipated set 
tling of three more in the next 
couple of weeks is expected to be 
felt soon in the totals. 

While the anti-trust lawyers feel 
certain that further waves of suits 
may be expected, their opinion is 
that circumstances have now so 
changed that no great number 
need be anticipated. Their belief 
is that the era of calling for a 
lawyer rather than making efforts 
at real conciliation is over—and 
that the majors’ greater willing- 
ness to conciliate is partially re- 
sponsible. 

The Chicago powwow was, of 
course, too recent to be credited 
with any effect that would already 

(Continued on page 20) 


Walkout of 2500 
Due Next Monday 
By SPG, SOPEG 


A walkout of 2,500 collarites in 
the majors’ homeoffices will take 
place Monday (12), according to 
present plans of the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild and Screen Office & 
Professional Employees Guild. 
| Fighting for a contract for over a 
|year, both CIO unions finalized 
preparations for the stoppage at a 
_ meeting last night (Tues.). Eleven 
| Strike headquarters have been set 
‘up around the city from which 
picketing of distrib-owned theatres 
will be directed. 

Although unions’ execs stated 
that “this time there will be no 
turning back,” possibility still ex- 
isted for labor peace via the inter- 
vention of the Federal conciliation 
service. Latter agency has set up 
a meeting between the companies 
and unions for later this week in 
a last-ditch effort to reach a seitle- 
ment. 

Unions are asking for a 15% 
wage increase and tightened union 
securify clauses. 


DEPINET MAKING MORE 
EXHIB ASSN. TALK 


Invitation to Ned E. Depinet by 
| Allied States exhib association to 
address its annual convention later 
this month will round out more 
than a half-dozen appearances by 
Depinet and Francis S. Harmon on 
behalf of the all-industry public 
relations setup conceived in Chi- 
cago in August. Depinet is chair- 
man and Harmon secretary of the 
Conference Committee ot the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry, formed in 
Chi as an interim body. 

Allied’s board sent the invitation 
to Depinet to appear at the ses- 
sions to be held in Minneapolis 
Oct. 24-26. He previously made a 
| similar pitch at the Theatre Own- 
ers of America convention in Los 
Angeles. Harmon likewise ad- 
dressed the TOA and the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners of Arkan- 
sas. He is slated to appear at the 

(Continued on page 18) 
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RKO Divorcement Postponement 


Also Defers Hassle With Odlum 


+ 





Par Swings Back 


Into Production 


Hollywood, Oct. 4 
Paramount will swing back into 
17, after two weeks 
of idle sound stages, with five pic- 
tures slated to start between that 
time and the end of the month 

First to go, simultaneously, will 
be “An American Tragedy” and 
“Mr. Music.” 


No Brit. Ban Likely 
On U.S. Pix Players 


London, Oct. 4 
Move aimed at restricting the 





importation of American stars 
and feature players in British 
films is believed to have been 


scotched as a result of unanimity 
of opinion by British and Ameri- 
can production interests. 
Initiative in this issue had been 
taken by British Actors Equity 
Assn., which has been concerned 
for some time at the growing 
habit of bringing over Hollywood 
artists to work in British studios 
As a result of representations 
made by it to the Ministry of La- 
bor, a four-way meeting was held 
in Whitehall last Friday (30), which 
from 


was attended also by reps 

the Motion Picture’ Assn of 
America and the British Film 
| Producers Assn. 

| While Equity did not specific- 
jally ask for a limitation of the 


number of stars imported from 
| Hollywood, it is known that had 
|\they had more favorable recep- 
tion, this point would probably 
have been pressed. Instead, they 
were content to ask for fullest 
consultation and detailed informa- 
tioi on all applications. At first, 
they spotlighted the number of 
| stars being brought over, and sub- 
sequently emphasized that they 
were mainly concerned with fea- 
ture players. 

Both the British and the Amer- 
ican producers at the Ministry 
talks stressed the need for a maxi- 
mum amount of freedom in star 
selection and asked for similar 
privileges so far as feature play- 
ers were concerned. 


Although the meeting itself 
was inconclusive, it is understood 
the Ministry spokesman leaned 
|toward the producers, by his com- 
ment that the most important 
factor was the financial effect of 
employing the right star. 





Commerce Sec’y Souver's 
Film Arbitration Proposal 


Washington, Oct. 4 

Secretary of Commerce Charles 
Sawyer is waiting out a final de- 
cree in the Government anti-trust 
suit against the majors before com- 
ing forward with a proposal that 
the industry adopt a standard sys- 
tem of arbitration for trade dis- 
putes. Sawyer originally intended 
to present the plan before the The- 
atre Owners of America’s Los An- 
geles convention where he was a 
guest speaker. He postponed the 
proposal because he felt the pres- 
entation would be premature. 


Government official, it is said, 
intends to send out an invitation 
to industry leaders for a conclave 
on the arbitration pian. Accom- 
panying the invitation would be 
brochures setting forth the Com- 
merce Dept.’s proposed system and 
the reasons behind the move. 





, RUTH HUSSEY’S BING PIC 
Hollywood, Oct. 4 
Ruth Hussey will leave the cast 
of “Goodbye My Fancy” at the 
end of this week to take the co 
starring role with Bing Crosby in 
“Mr. Music.” 
} Pic will roll late this month. 


Possible litigation between 
Howard Hughes, dominant stock- 
holder of RKO, and Floyd B. Od- 
lum over the latter's option to the 
Hughes’ stock holdings in the RKO 


theatre sireuit ic tabled far another 
SINGH Tar anoiher 


six months as an incident of the 
Government's okay this week to 
the major’s plea for an extension 
to wind up divorcement. In agree 
ing to postpone enforcement of the 
plan of reorganization from Nov. 8, 
original deadline date, to April 8, 
Hughes also gets the same grace 
period to dispose of his theatre 
holdings. 

Extension agreement has other 
important facets which were not re- 
vealed in the bare announcement. 
These are: 

1. Joint partnerships are unaf- 
fected. Under the present consent 
decree entered between RKO and 
the Government, Nov. 8 date still 
holds. However, RKO. plans to 
make individual applications for 
extensions of the breakup date in 
all partnerships in which it fails to 
reach an amicable agreement be- 
fore the November deadline. 

2. Sale of wholly-owned houses 
to comply with the partial divesti- 
ture provisions of the consent de- 
cree is still set at Nov. 8. Again, 
RKO will likely ask Dept. of Jus- 
tice consent to postponements on 
individual houses if it is found 
necessary. 

3. Provision of the decree re- 
quiring RKO to sell theatre-by- 
theatre and without discrimination 


(Continua on page 18) 


Final Touches Given 
To Divorcement Of 
Malco, Paramount 


Memphis, Oct. 4 

Division of assets in the 50 
houses owned by Malco Theatres, 
Inc., and Paramount was given the 
final legal touches here by execs 
of both companies. The legal doc- 
uments signed here last week were 
in step with the U. S. High Tri- 
bunal’s orders to divide assets and 
divorce major film companies from 
theatre noldings. 

Under settlement Malco obtained 
full ownership of 41 of 50 theatres 
it formerly owned jointiy with Par 
in Avkansas, Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky. Barney Balaban, Par's 
prexy, has notified his stockholders 
that the firm is receiving nine the- 
atres and more than $1,700,000 in 
cash in the settlement. The houses 
include one in Jackson, Tenn., two 
in Hot Springs, Ark., two in Ow- 
ensboro, Ky., two in Fort Smith, 
Ark., the Strand, Memphis, and (ne 
in Fulton, Ky. 

Leonard Goldenson, veepee of 
New York, represented Par here, 
while M. A. Lightman of Memphis, 
prexy, and M. S. McCord, veepee, 
Little Rock, were on deck for 
Malco. 


FILM DIVVIES WAY OFF 
1948, GOVT. REVEALS 


Washington, Oct. 4 

Film industry dividends are fall- 
ing considerably behind what the 
stockholders got a year ago, ac- 
cording to figures released by the 
U. S. Department of Commerce. 

During the first eight months of 
1949, the industry stockholders re- 
ceived $23,781,000, contrasted with 
$36,867,000 for the same period in 
1948. The August dividends, an- 
nounced over the weekend by the 
Government department, show one 
important reason for the dip. This 
year the August melon was only 
$511,000. Last vear it amounted 
to $7,716,000. Big change here is 
that Stanley Co. of America, War- 
ner Bros. subsidiary, paid nothing 
this August. In August, 1948, the 
dividend was a fine $7,240,000. De- 
partment of Commerce reminds 
that the publicly reported divi- 
dends in any industry amount to 
about 60 or 65% of all the divi- 
dends paid 

Nationwide, in all industries, 
August dividends reported were 
about 12% short of the 1948 figure. 
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ON A SILVER PLATTER 
TO CLIMAX M-G-M’s 
SILVER ANNIVERSARY! 


“The picture will stand as an epic for this or any year. Flawless direction. 
Mounting tempo grips its audience relentlessly.” —motion PicTuRE HERALD 








“A remarkable picture with terrific emotional impact, relieved by choice 
comedy. A masterpiece. One of the outstanding attractions of the year.” 

—BOXOFFICE 
“The picture for which the industry and the public have been waiting. 
Loaded with exploitation ammunition, a natural boxoffice winner. Only 
William Wellman could have directed it.” —HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“Topnotch! Crammed with suspense, comedy, melodrama and everything 
needed to make it potent at the boxoffice.” —THE EXHIBITOR 
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: 4 “The cutting humor of “What Price Glory,’ the eloquence of ‘Journey’s 
| P End, the pathos of ‘All Quiet on the Western Front, the adventure of 
iF Hell’s Angels, the sentiment of “The Big Parade’ have all been com- 


bined in this truly extraordinary celluloid achievement. Dore Schary 


99 


¢ rates a vote of thanks from every industiyite. — DAILY VARIETY 


| “Here is the big film of the war made since the firing ceased. Hard- 
- hitting, realistic and dramatic.” — MOTION PICTURE DAILY 


‘From the studio that made the unforgettable ‘Big Parade’ comes an 
equally unforgettable ‘BATTLEGROUND. Bold, brash, bawdy, frank, 
the script furnished by Robert Pirush is stacked with incident.” 

—FILM DAILY 


‘Far and away THE picture of World War II. It will thrill men and 
women alike. The campaign being put behind it by M-G-M, probably the 
company’s strongest in years, should insure top grosses in alk situations.” 

—SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 
‘The first great picture to come out of Hollywood treating World 


War II. A memorable motion picture emerges as a super entry.” 
—VARIETY (Weekly) 





M-G-M presents 


“BATTLEGROUND' 


starring 


VAN JOHNSON - JOHN HODIAK - RICARDO MONTALBAN - GEORGE MURPHY 


~» MARSHALL THOMPSON - JEROME COURTLAND - DON TAYLOR - BRUCE COWLING - JAMES WHITMORE 
DOUGLAS FOWLEY - LEON AMES - GUY ANDERSON - THOMAS E. BREEN - DENISE DARCEL 
RICHARD JAECKEL - JIM ARNESS - SCOTTY BECKETT - BRETT KING 


Story and Screenplay by ROBERT PIROSH, Associate Producer 


Directed by WILLIAM A. WELLMAN - Produced by DORE SCHARY 
‘ A METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURE 


I 
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s FILM REVIEWS VARIETY Sameer, October 5, 1949 ~ 
i - = 
nk mm. M turned i Raymond Burr, as a ist upstart. Then the new MP j 
sorb Fox rete MY ot F zomwce| ‘Miniature Reviews — crooked "private detective; "Mike Shamed ew MP is 


elevated to the Tage and the 
vanquished Pyin decides ta 

on the Labor bandwagon. aH 
time, as a result of intrigue by his 
American fiancee, he finds himself 


“Shamed,” italian-made, be- 
ing tradeshown in New York 
tomorrow (Thurs.), was re- 
viewed in Variety frora Rome 
Feb. 11, 1948, under its origi- 


” Mazurki, as a strong-arm goon; 

“Pinky” (20th). Bold treat- | Will Kuluva, as a dapper gang 
ment of the racial problem in 4... ‘and Marjorie Rambeau, as 
which a fiene cast and impor | the dowager front. Rest of the 
tant production promises hefty cast also chip in solid thesping 


; reduction. Stars Jeanne Crain, Ethe 
; arrymore, Ethei Waters, William Lundi- 
an; features Basil Ruysdael, Kenny Wash- 
gton, Nina Mae McKinney. Frederick 
O'Neal. Directed by Elia Kazan. Screen- 


w 








: pias by Philip Dunne and Dudley Nichols, 
| a 


Pinky os Jeanne Crain| racket; neat b.o. Holiday in Havana with the notation “this pic, he elected, mn he decides that 
‘ ee sos tereeenes Ethene! Waters “Holiday in Havana” (Musi- (MUSICAL) dealing with juve delinquency. | “0mestic bliss is preferable, and 


don novel by Cid Ricketts Sumner; 
camera, Joe McDonald; editor, Harmon 
Jones. Premiered at Rivoli, N. Y., Sept. 
29. ‘49. Running time, 102 MINS. 


“Abandoned” (U). Tense — 
meller about bay-adoption 


William Lundigan 





ca)) (Col). Better than average 
budget musical. 


Dr. Thomas Adams a 


Judge Walker Basil Ruysdael 


r.seeseee-. Kenny Washington | | Columbia release of Ted Richmond pro-| childishly treated... film has | | 
| ees akin Nina Mae McKinney “Bandit King of Texas” @uction. Stars Dest Arnas. Mary Hate ees no export value.” Acting was — ee eo p resign their 
; “ “ky”? f ran, Steve eray, ° - i$ y 
Prise Walters 5 aaa Frederick O'Neal (Rep). Okay Allan Rocky ' aerve Wreseh Sig Arno, Ray alker, considered good, Piero Por- own with the 


Lane western for the dualers. 
“Black Shadows” (‘EL) 
Travelog on _ gorille-hunting 
expedition into Belgian Congo. 
' Only mildly interesting. 
“The Chiltern. Hyndreds” _ 
(GFD). British-made political 


Meiba Wooley ; Evelyn Varden 
Judge Shoreham Raymond Greenleaf | 
Btanley a Dan Riss 
Mi Goolby Willlam Hansen 
Police Chief Arthur Hunnicutt 





Darcy! F. Zanuck has_ shown | 
courage and good dramatic sense 
in this boldest of any of the three 





b.o. | bits in this tense 


and tightly- 
H 


packaged pic. erm, 





Hollywood, Oct. 1. 


Directed by Jean Yar- 
brough. Screenplay. Robert Lees, Fred- 
eric I. Rinaldo, Karen DeWolf; story, 
Morton Grant; camera, Vincent Farrar; 
new songs, Desi Arnaz; music, Paul Mertz; 
editor, Henry Patista. At Pantages, Oct. 


Nacho Galindo. 


| 1, "49. Running time, 70 MINS. 


Carlos Estrada... Desi Arnaz 
Lotta Vaidez ..05°7°7% Skea Sy ata DP 


Marge Henley. . Ann Doran 


op 
nal title “Preludio D‘Amore.” ho 
Film's boxoffice chances were 
sluffed off by reviewer Quat 


ds the seat by 


and romance, is too simply and 








the sale femme role, 


talupi’s lensing getting special 
mention. 








ently sinister as the gang’s chief. 
Helene Stanley has little to do in 
John Ham- |. -2 
ilton is competent as a Federal ~“*:> 


jo ~ +h h L 
oe Fe Bh we oe! To oe MIE eh + ~ een 
2x= SI 4 ~ = Dug tone" Bart 


peers by the family butler, who 
a narrow ma- 

jority in the interests of his con. 

try and party. but no sooner is 
a 


applies for the Chiltern Hundreds 
‘an institution which permits mem. 


'housemaid who had coveted Lord 


ym. 

The plot itself matters little, but 
the laughs come from the neat 
situations and the clear-cut char- 
acterizations. The casting of Ceci] 
Parker as the butler is a natural, 


: omedy should make grade. ee s eee 7. : ‘ga with obvious gusto. A. E. Mat- 
screen treatments mai _ 2 “"“Diamond City” (GFD). Brit- | Mama Waldes’’*.. innervg Uveott — -— Harry Lauter is cre-  thows gives a Seninctins Rg ? 
puayecs . i oe é “ ae Pinky” ish-made oater, of limited ap- EEE Ray Walker — — iat > . aie Gordon Kay ance as the absent-minded, ampere 
in the lt nitec " — 1 - i-on and peal. Police Sergeant Necho Galindo d “ _ - thi — —. < e d ti , turbable Lord Lister, more con- 
depict lerthelghtly some of its | am as Juan Tito Renaldo ee see nes a ee ere na cerned with shooting ‘rabbits than 

epicts A ‘ - 





ugliest aspects. The result is not 


only a film of purpose and stature, | two scurvy-looking and 


equally 


sadictic law fore ficers Feliz Lillian Molieri - @ s s »sitati 
but a very solid b.o. entry. sadistic law enforcement officers Pri’ mantado Leon Belasco ing of John MacBurnie is good. ™e@sure part as the he anating 
7 ! that’s going to hurt most in the 5 ‘ecelia C , Lord Pym, who divides his atten- 
Jeanne Crain in the Se ee th &B end Woles teeeee Cece red Godey | Gilb. tions between the housemaid 
» > j » t e | $0u ° . , 7 ———— re : . 5 Wiad 
Coun oo pn pe hg Bd Miss Crain brings proper dig- Black Shadows et fe et = 
strength to “Pinky.” It will do) nity and sincerity to her role, al-- Here's a rhythmic programmer | - American fiancee, portrayed by 


¥ S the larger cities,| though she’s not always convinc- 
> ‘ it will yi4 ., draw a ing and is frequently overshadowed 
heavy measure of Negro trade. As i” the thespic department by such 
for the South, despite the determi-| vets as Miss _Barry mane, Miss 
nation to play it there, the pic will| Waters and Ruysdael. -—~ 2 
have almost impossible sledding. part is minor! and he plays it 
There mav be some _situat ions routinely. Director Elia Kazan, 
where courageous theatre owners however, has welded oo 
will play it, but undoubtedly a gether with understanding an 
majority will choose to skip the Grive and has gotten taut per- 


ieluré Oi suuiiies a “Gecadcace-and | formances from such players as 


tent? , ah i ‘rederic ‘Neal, a Wi actio: » fen “eal eh . aa © : Directed by D-vid Macdonald. Screenpl: 
‘poor white” sadism which it pre- Frederick O'Neal, a Negro Who reacuioh Wilt be in Kind, youiiwed | mestic release of the Freiici-imade by Reses Bray, Pm gy = rend 
sents. does some preying on his own set in particular certain to go all- subject, can expect only spotty | Resinald Wyer, Bernie Lewis, Dav Har- 
Mae McKinney, his out for it. It blends the strains of : y court; editor, Esmond Seal: music, Clifton 


Its recent predecessors on the race, Nina 
Negro theme. Stanley Kramer’s shrewish girl friend, and Kenny 
“liome of the Brave” and Louis de | Washington, a local doctor. _— 
Rochemont's “Lost Boundaries,”| The story may leave questions 
will at once hurt and he!p “Pinky” | unanswered and in spots be naive, 


Mrs. Estrada 
Mr. Estrada .......: 
Maria Astrada........ 


Argentina Brunetti 
Martin Garralaga 
Elsa Zepeda 





which skyrockets above the average 


medium-budgeter, an entertaining | 


musical which will garner hefty re- 
sponse by virtue of its naunting 
rumbas. Desi Arnaz and Mary 
Hatcher co-star to bring plenty of 
entertainment value to all. Film 
should get over wel! in all situa- 
tions. 

“Holiday tn Havana” was well 
conceived throughout and general 


melody, romance and comedy in 
showmanship measure, simultane- 
ously catching popular _ interest 
which seldom wanes. 


49. Running time, 63 MINS. | 


accoutrements in keeping with the 


film’s low budget. Fred C. Bran- with this son’s political career. 


non’s direction is able and lens- 


(FRENCH) 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 


Helen Backlin. 


duction, directed by Cauvin. English |. 
adaptation. James Leichester; narrated by COMpetence throughout. 
Jeff Corey; camera, Andre Cuvin, Charles 
Lengnich; music, Pierre Moulaeft, directed | 
by Van Hoorebeke; special effects, Lax | 
Laboratories, Meuter S. A., Bruxelles, | 
L C. St. Cloud. Previewed Sept. 26, 


Myro. 





Diamond City 
(BRITISH) 
London, Sept. 21. 





“Black Shadows” is only a fair borough production. Stars David Farrar; 
travelog. Eagle Lion. handling do- features Honor Blackman, Diana Dore. 


bookings. Best asset of the foot- Parker. At Odeon, London, Sept. 20, ‘49. 
age is Jeff Corey's narration, but Running time, 90 MINS. 

choppy “sequences, murky lensing Stafford Parker......... 
and stock native and animal se- M@™y Hart 


David Tomlinson has a made-to- 


! Supporting parts 
have been filled with care, thus 
Eagle Lion release of Andre Cauvin pro- maintaining a general standard of 


GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Gaine- 


David Farrar 
rere Honor Blackman 
Dora eteebesooedons Diana Dors 


on both sides of the Mason-Dixon | but the mature treatment of a sig-| Film is a Cuban romance, with we - Ay ty 44, 2-5 SE tidied °°°°*8 ‘ian Gt } 
line. The strong grosses they have | nificant theme in a manner that|/ Arnaz a bandleader and Miss es . Hart -seseeeseces. Mervyn Johns 

. << =—" ¢ } : ; ' tance Hatch a dancer. Throu h an t e presentation of some of its an Pn, .260ee6e000 Phyllis Monkman 
been piling up north and south, promises broad public accep er . g scenes In rticul am uf c- Brandy Bill Hal Osmond 
indicating public acceptance, will| and b.o. success truly moves the) early misunderstanding, after a ro- aan ¢ particular, 3 - ~ Pinto fp enact Bill Owen 
encourage exhibs to book the pic.| American film medium a desirable mantic interlude they part, just as ‘Ure sequence concerning leopar Philo Hauser 


The mere fact, however, that this| notch forward in stature and im- 
is the third in line is certainly go- | portance. Herb. 
ing to discourage attendance by | 
some potential patrons who'll take | Abandoned 
the attitude; “I've seen enough, Universal reiease of Jerry Bresler pro- 
pictures like that already.” 4 g. wit H fontarte 
Actually, except for basic theme, | he Burr, Marjorie Randall. Direct- 
the three films are strikingly dis-|ed by Joe Newman. Screenplay, ewin, 
similar, which should take some of | Gielgud: camera, William Date Scharf. 
the “cycle” curse off at the b.0.! Tradeshown N. ¥., Sept. 30, 49. Running 
however, | time, 79 MINS. 





It's this dissimilarity, 


which makes “Pinky” the boldest | Mark Sitko  ........+. Dennis O'Keefe 


| vana 
|fame to them both. They patch up 


they were about to enter the Ha- 
festival which will bring 


their romantic difficulties in time, 
and draw judges’ nod at the fes- 
tival. 


Action has been colorfully pre-| 


sented, with musical numbers par- 
ticularly well insinuated. There are 
five songs and one band number, 
each outstanding. Songs are “Holi- 
day in Havana” and “The Arnaz 


: > Ee SEE, coccecssccece 
men and their preparations for, Izzy Cohen sameed 


lustful killing doesn't set well. Rogers 
Ritual details the preparing of a 
brew from eyes, heart and lungs 
of a victim. There’s a native wed- 
ding scene; another dealing with 
flagellantism as practiced by a 
tribe, and a weird native ballet 
danced by a tribe of unusually tall 
Africans. All this leads up to cap- 
ture of a baby gorilla, but finale 
fails to indicate any dangerous ex- 


John Blythe 
Dennis Vance 





Production of open-air action 
dramas, with hard ridin’ and fight- 
in’, is a new line for British stu- 
dios. First adventure into this 
field fails to make the grade and 
its appeal is directed almost en- 
tirely to the unsophisticated. So 
far as the American market is 
concerned, pickings will be slim, 
and its main appeal will probably 


: : _™ on Paula Considine.......... Gale Storm Jam,” both composed by male star;  citement. - |be to juve audiences 
ee ee ee Se ee ee cooseeeee ss deme Chania: I'll Take Romance,” by Oscar; Andre Cauvin produced and di- There is no attempt to break 
While “Brave” yaa ow of anti. | Kerrie s iaeian Raymond Burr Hammerstein II and Ben Oakland;| rected and also shares camera new ground in the plot, which is 


y ; : s. Donner.........- Marjorie Rambeau 
Negro feeling on a Pacific atoll and | Major Ross ; 
“Boundaries” looked at it in New Hoppe . Mike Mazurki 
y > j DeCola........ 060000080808 Will Kuluva 
England, Zanuck has gone right to Harry. ....- ss ccecceeceerees David Clarke 
home base—the deep south. The scoop |) 22... oc... cc ceeee: William Page 
result, as must be evident of any | Mrs. Humes..........----- Sid_ Tomac 


heal there ranmnat tee | DOW ......-cccccessesecs Perc Launders 
honest appraisal there, cannot be Es cetin ueeneseeenee Steve Darrell 


Jeanette Nolan 





“The Straw Hat Song.” Allan Rob- 
erts, Fred Karger; “Made for Each 
Other,” Rene Touzet, Ervin Drake, 
Jimmy Shirl. “Rumba Rumbero,” 
fast moving, was cleffed by Albert 
Gasso and Valdez. 

Arnaz delivers solid performance 





credit with Charles Lengnich. A set in South Africa in the second 
music score by Pierre Moulaert, half of the last century. Instead, 
laced with fragments of native the accent is on noisy action with 
music on the Belgian Congo, is a succession of mob fights to keep 
okay. James Leichester did the the pace going. Romantic interest 


— adaptation narrated by is kept down to a minimum, and 
orey. 





"e it i ssi Reh Sep nnpe Cliften Young ; ; Brog. there is a brave attempt to put 
cous attaaan jae we Ruth Sanderson and Miss Hatcher scores vividly. on a modest leg show of the pe- 

Siacieiin eaumanenn anit a, | Their romantic sceres together will The Chiltern Hundreds riod. 
Quaiian frills have setbed “Pinky” | “Abandoned” is a punchy meller be popularly received. Standing (BRITISH) The story concentrates on the : 
of some of the feeling of sincerity with plenty of exploitation angles out in support are Ann Doran. London, Sept. 27 rivalry between two leaders in the 

hich were inherent in the previ-| contained in its expose of the baby- Steven Geray, Minerva Urecal and! Grn retease of 1 subne Rank-Two South African diamond adventure. 
pony Bey ~ i “5 fi her-| adoption racket. Produced on a Nacho Galindo. Sig Arno scores | Cities fim. Stars Cecil Parker, AE. Mat. One of them, Stafford Parker, is ! 
ous two indie-made films. t ae | leakie shaved nut, pic makes solidly with his comedy. | thews, David Tomlinson and Lana Morris. agent to the native chief. and the I 
wise, however, it suffers the “hich maximum use of its resources via . Producer Ted Richmond has) + oy by John Paddy Carstair 8. Screen” Ofer Muller. is an Setoenutans 
oa Gee’ ee an Joule a semi-documentary format, neatly done his stuff with finesse and Jean | Kirwan. Camera, Russell Thomson, cat. trader who has meade hic money ‘ 
make solution of the particular ® SM direction and a competent | Yarbrough’s direction maintains ator. George Clark: music, Benjamin Fran. by selling rum to the natives. The } 
ag A. yo oy Ay troupe of players. It's geared brisk pace throughout. Whit. ning time 84 MINS. a | fight for power is waged bitterly ’ 
arguable concession to public pref- mainly for the action market where | | pay 1 heeeieaeaadooe a eeu Parker and relentlessly, but Parker suc- } 
erence. snappy selling will spur solid box-| Bandit King of Texas eyelet David Temlima ceeds in retaining the control, p 

“Pinky” is the tag hung by Office returns. — 1 | _,Republte release of Gorden may Bre | OOMIR «ss eee seeererseres. wgne plorris | which is eventually handed over 

| . . oc e; Pp | GME: «coc ccccecccccececs i " 

~ 2 ah light. oki ~ a ugh methods in constructing this yarn | wes £4 ted Helene: Sta , 4 sin | 12 . SS Marjorie Fielding - ‘i, — 2m reign, he fights 
> aa “ter white. .y nie cals about the victimization of wawed | ereguotes. Rw é “ er: camera, ‘John | Cleghorn Do -tecngbesosden Tom’ Macaulay lawlessness by endeavoring to es- 
there is no actual “passing” shown, mothers by a gang of ee | music, Stanley Wilson. At New York the. | Adjutant... 0.0..." Qutheny Stece tablish a proper administration, 
although it is made clear that Miss Dialog, however, is peppered w atre, N. Y., week of Sept. 27, 49. Run-| Reporter ............. 1 Shine 49d he becomes the president o P 
Crain had passed herself off as bright lines and the plot drives /ning time, 60 MINS. Mr. Brown.............. Gerald Andersen the short-lived Diggers’ Republic. 


Allan “Rocky” Lane Allan “Rocky” Lane | 


ofay for a number of years while speedily to the finish line without 4! | — In this rough-and-ready setting. the 
studying in Boston a become a any detours for unnecessary ro- pay 2 + ceneseoceses gaan wolee The English political scene at activities of an Evangelist and his 
tine ati ~ My - See the time of the 1945 1 elec- ine “ 
nurse. However, when she returns ™Mantic by-play. Good location ¢ cynthia Turner ite yale Helene Stanley general elec- daughter seem somewhat incongru 
n ME: <0 ¢@6O68scee000 


to the home of her grandmother | Shots add scope.to the production 
(Ethel Waters) in the south, the While director Joe Newman man- 
scripters always have her quickiy 4&8¢S to sustain a menacing tension 
reveal herself as Negro. That's by accenting several sharp under- 
what leads to the co~:ptications, ro- World charactegigations. 
mantic and dramatic. | Plot opens at the Los Angeles 
“Pinky” is in love with a young missing persons bureau where Gale 
doctor (William Lundigan) from Storm makes inquiries for her 


New England who wants to marry, Vanished sister. A newspaperman, | 


her despite the color line. After Dennis O'Keefe, teams up with her 


returning home and having re- to look for the girl but they soon | 


freshed in her memory the in- discover that morgue records list 
dignities and social slavery to the missing sister as an unidenti- 
which her people are subjected, fied suicide. Convinced that dirty 
she realizes the impracticability of Work was responsible for the death, 


a miscegenous marriage and sends O Keefe launches out as a standard 


Lundigan on his way. She stays on super-sieuthing reporter. 
to run a school and nursing home! _ Handful of clues quickly lead 
for Negroes in an estate left to her O'Keefe and Miss Storm into the 
by the caustic old scion of a de- Middle of a racketeering syndicate 
caying southern family, Ethel Bar-| Who killed the girl because she 
rymore. wanted her illegitimate child back 
Scripters Philip Dunne and Dud-| @fter it had been sold for adop- 
ley Nichols have put a load of tion. In a move to gain some 
humor in the yarn, with such ® Plant into the syndicate prior to 
scenes as-a courtroom defense SPringing the trap. Following con- 
by a white attorney (Basil Ruys- Ventional lines, the trap goes awry 
dael), who has temporarily seen the #94 Miss Storm is almost made 
light, of a Negro’s right to inherit ® look like another suicide by 
the property Miss Barrymore left the gangsters. O'Keefe, however, 
her. There's also on exciting se- Tescues her after a slambang shoot- 
quence of attempted rape — as ing and slugging match in which 
clearly as has ever been shown on @!! the racketeers are wiped out 
the screen—of “Pinky” by two O'Keefe handles his pat role 
drink-sodden representatives of the with assurance while Miss Storm 
Superior” ‘white; race. It's this serves adequately as the femme 
and an exhibition of brutality by lead, Neat gangster portraits are 


. 4» Se 
Gus en, oe agel 0 0 000600 os ee nn 
Marshal John Turner..... John Hamilton 
6 65 650:66 > 060s Lane Bradford 

chs 6s06he ea eLe George H. Lloyd 
Tom Samson........... Steve Clark 
i RRR I. Stanford Jolley 
| Emily Baldwin........... Danni Nolan 
Jim Baldwin ............ Richard Emory 





A moderatély entertaining west- 
ern, “Bandit King of Texas,” will 
prove suitable fodder for the ac- 
tion situations. While the story 
_is woven from familiar cloth it 
nevertheless manages to generate 
a fair amount of suspense. 

Allan “Rocky” Lane, hero of this 


opus, packs a wealth of hard rid- | 


ing, shootin’, and rough and tum- 
ble into the footage. Added up, 


these ingredients should more than | jess, 
satisfy devotees of sagebrushers. | this relative] 
| Lane's adversary is Jim Nolan, a times, th Sascha of 7 
frontier racketeer who offers non- | the dialog is full of punch, the | s2%) Sw. F cher; features Marie Hols: 


existent land to prospective set- | Seat, Sehoore, 
tlers, then kills the newcomers and a Hing atrate, and the lensing | Cites. ich 


steals their mon 


~ | j 
As screenplayed by Olive Coop- 


er, script has Lane under suspic- 
jon of being in cahoots with the 
outlaws for a time. However, he 
clears himself and with the aid 
of jeweler Eddy Waller and the 
marshal's son, he smashes the rene- 
gades in a snappy finale. 

Lane is plenty forthright in 
tackling the ring of thieves. Eddy 
Waller shines as the jeweler who's 
wise to Nolan. Latter is suffici- 


, Moves — to its 





Jim Nolan | tion, seen through the eyes of the . i issi 
Harry Lauter | impoverished & y ous, and a band-playing missionary 


landed aristocracy procession which marches into the 
and an American visitor, provides jocal saloon to stop a free-for-all 
the satirical theme of this Two- | is nothing but corny melodrama. 
Cities production. Although bear- David Farrer makes a virile 
ing obvious resemblance to its leader, but the limitations of the 
stage origin ‘play opened in N. Y. | script and its simple dialog provide 
yesterday 'Tues.) under title of little opportunity. Honor Black- 
/“Yes, M’ Lord '}, it is a smooth | man hasn’t a chance to show what 
production, relying more on char- she can do as the Evangelist’s 
acterization than story, and told | daughter with whom Parker is in 
with a neat turn of comedy. It love, and Diana Dors plays the 
Should do brisk business in Britain, part of the other girl boldly and 
and with sound exploitation to warmly. Niall MacGinnis is ruth- 
make up for the deficiency of mar- less enough as Muller, but he too, 


quee names, should make th ay 
grade also in the U. S. e is restricted by the plot. Myro 


William Douglas Home’s pla 
has lost some of its topicality with 
the passing of time, but neverthe- (Fairy of Happiness) 

the satjrical treatment makes (AUSTRIAN) 

y unimportant. At Vienna, Sept. 27. 
e action moves slowly, but 





Maerchen vom Glueck 





with Nadja Tiller. Hans 
iting are up to standard jay, ‘Franz. Krpata and x 
up n b " Fr : camera, 
From its brisk opening in a| fen. au ‘at Haydn Kino, Vienna. 
Brussels barracks, the © scture | Humming tne, 9s MINS. 
main setting, | 
an English castle, where the im-| Will serve as entertainment here. 
poverished occupants are com-'A humorous story of a would-be 
pelled to perform all the chores Casanova, who finally gets his girl 
themselves. oe lost his leave by faking six kidnappings of other 
through a breach o discipline, Lt. | girls. . W. Fischer does some 
Lord Pym manages to get to Eng- | good acting and supporting cast 
land by claiming his right to stand does quite well. Max Thurners 





as a Parliamentary candidate. He music is so-so, while Horst Winter 
contests the seat held by his family and his orchestra are fair. 
for centuries, and loses to a Social-' 


Maas. 
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~ Bogey-Man to Public Relations 


dustry public relations experts were ready to weep last week 
“a the Humphrey Bogart incident at El Morocco, N. Y., broke 


ito the 


press, but they were cheered by the happy ending. 


Ac- 


to the early stories, the star had shoved a girl who tried to 


h them in the nitery at 3:30 a.m. 


ene of a pair of toy pandas which the actor and a friend, Billy 
ine. had seated at a table wit 
gal 


The a pretty 


model, went sprawling on the floor and Bogart 


was admonished by El Morocco management never to darken its 


stripes again 


In a subsequent magistrate’s hearing on the affray, the model's 


rges were thrown out with a 
whole thing looked like a public 


remark from the bench that the 
ity frameup by the club’s press 


agent. Immediate effect was to transfer public sympathy to Bogart. 


Net effect, pub relations men fe 


since it pointed up the hazards an actor can be subjected to whiie 


quietly sipping an early morning 
less, they wish the whole thing h: 


“Haa the coult tiow vee SG Unucisidnding, ihkcident couiw@ jiave ~ 


turned into a damaging mess for 


Allied’s “Finneran Plan” for punishing bad-boy actors. 


Picture Industry Council, co-op p 
attempted to counteract the early 
sending out a story labeled: “Whi 


It, was a score for the industry 
drink with a panda. Neverthe- 
1dn’t happened. 

Hollywood—with a big score for 
Motion 
ub relations setup in Hollywood. 
bad reaction on the industry by 
ch Headline Do You Read?” As 


against the affaire Morocco; it presented a list of charitable and 
other commendable work by Hollywoodites. 














Other Latinos May Follow Peron’s 


Devaluation; $ 


Argentine’s sweeping devalua-+ 
tion decree, handed down this 
week, is likely to carry along a 
parade of Latin American nations 
in which some $13,000,000 in U.S 


film revenues are curreftiy neid in” 


deep freeze. By cutting the peso’s 
dollar value by 46°, sharpest slash 
of any country to date, Argentine 
government effectively reduced 
some $6,000,000 in American dis- 
trib funds by that percentage. Pix 
monies have been frozen in the 
Latino country for the past 14 
months. 

Immediate industry reaction to 
the Argentine devaluation move 
was not alarmist. Hopes had been 
virtually abandoned anyway for ex- 
tracting hard dollars from that 
country as well as a number of 
other south-of-the-border nations. 
As in the sterling block, if devalua- 
tion changes the situation, indus- 
tryites believe the distribs will ul- 
timately be the gainers. 


Aside from the Argentine, two 
chief countries with large accumu- 
lations of film cash are Brazil and 
Chile. There is no freeze in Brazil 
but remittances are made on a 
quota basis. Remittances are nine 
months behind with a _ resultant 
100,000,000 cruzeros ($5,000,000) of 
Yank pix cash now tied up. In 
Chile, funds are blocked and 60.- 
000,000 pesos ($1,200,000) is now 
owing the companies. 

Effect of devaluation on other 
Latino markets is regarded as 
miner. -While Colombia has im- 
posed a freeze, film companies have 
been able to work a number of 
deals which bring most of the dol- 
lars out of the country. Bolivia 
and Ecuador are relatively unim- 
portant markets with a few hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars iced. | 

Venezuela, Cuba and Panama 


‘have no remittance restrictions. 


Important Mexican outlet is not 
likely to be affected because its 
government put through devalua- 
tion last year. 


Rydge Sees $1,680,000 
Nick to U.S. Distribs on £ 


Sydney, Sept. 27. 

Recent devaluation of the Aus- 
tralian and New Zealand pounds 
will mean a potential loss of about 
750,000 pounds ($1,680,000) to U. S. 

butors, according to Norman 
B. Rydge, head of Greater Union 
Theatres. He pointed out that the 
dollar shortage in the past per- 
mitted American companies to re- 
mit Only 50% of their Aussie 
earnings, and predicted the Yanks 
would soon seek a review of the 
freeze agreement in light of new 
economic developments. 

These new problems, Rydge 
averred, will occupy a lot of time 
and attention of the U. S. film top- 
Pers. Remittances to Britain, he 
noted, are unaffected, since the re- 
lationship of the British and the 

al pound remains constant. 

wever, he added that devalua- 

obviously would afféct the 

Cost of raw stock, Technicolor 

Prints, advertising accessories and 
Cquipment. 

Meanwhile, the U. S. distribs’ as- 
S0ciation. comprising the eight ma- 

rs in Aussie territory, has de- 

ed to*make any official state- 
ment on the effects of devaluation. 
ts understood the group’s reti- 
fence stems from its dislike to do 
‘nything that might arouse gov-. 
(Continued on page 22) ' 





13,000,000 Affected 


M-G Museum 


Metro's foreign dept., head- 
quartered on the 11th floor of 
Loew Biag., N.Y., 18 taking on 





the appearance of a curio 
museum. ~ Under instructions 
from Arthur M. Loew, com- 


pany’s foreign chief, overseas 
managers have been collecting 
sampies of the various coun- 
tries’ arts and crafts for ship- 
ment to the h. o. M-G has al- 
ready assembled a formidable 
display. 

Exhibits are ranged on 
Shelves in the big reception 
room that fronts the 11th floor 
offices. 


Selling of French - 
Films’ Releasing 
Licenses New Gag 


In the face of complaints by 
some indie film producers on allo- 
cation of pix licenses in France, 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 








is reported offering a compromise | 


for the 1949-50 season, involving 
a new slicing of the French pie. | 
Under the new plan proffered by | 
the MPAA, three majors doing top | 
business in France would receive. 
licenses for 12 pix apiece; six other 
members of the org would get 10 
apiece; while the remaining 14 
films would go to indies. 

MPAA plan is being formulated | 
in an attempt to tone down a wran- | 
gie currently growing hot because | 
of reported efforts of United Art- | 
ists, Monogram and Republic to 
sell licenses to indies. It is claimed 
that the three companies, each of 
which was granted 11 licenses in 
the 1948-49 stretch, have been. 
peddling some of these because) 
they are short of 11 films suitable | 
for the French market in view of | 
dubbing and distribution costs. 


Painters Vote Oct. 13 


Hollywood, Oct. 4 
NLRB has set Oct. 13 as date for 
bargaining election among studio 
painters. 


hood, Local 644, to be chosen as 
bargaining agent. 

Election will be only among 
major studio workers, with similar 
polling now going on by mail 
among painters at indie lots. 








‘Int'l Day-Datings For 
‘Foxes’ Augurs Fastest 





| Playoff of Any US. Pic. 


Scheduled preem of 20th-Fox’'s 
| “Prince of Foxes" in 15 foreign cit 


ies simultaneous with its U. S 
opening at the Roxy, N. Y., indi 
cates that “Foxes” wiil have one 


of the fastest playoffs ever accord 
ed a top-budgeted film. Move fol 
lows announcement of a _ similar 
global preem of Metro’s “Battle 
ground,” with both companies be 
lieved attempting to recoup nega- 
tive costs as rapidly as possible in 


view of the recent currency de- 
valuation abroad. 

Twentieth is making available a 
record 500 prints on “Foxes,” with 


the picture slated for mass satura 
tion bookings throughout the U.S. 
and Canada during the Christmas 


holiday season. Subsequent run 
and nabe tieatres will follow 
through i: accordance with stand 
ard clearance palicie While the 
foreign openings will be by no 


means so widespread, with the 15 
cities located in 10 foreign coun 
tries, “Foxes” will similarly be 
moved through the subsequent 
runs abroad. 

Mass launching, scheduled for 
ithe fivst two weeks in November, 
has been in the works for some 
time, according to 20th execs. They 
said the plans were laid following 
reports from abroad of interest in 
| the film because it was produced 
| entirely in Italy against original 
| backgrounds But it is believed 
| that basically, the company hopes 
| to boost attendance in foreign 
| countries by opening the film there 
| Simultaneous with its U. S. preem 
je giving it the same trip-ham- 





mer exploitation campaign it is be- 
} ing given in this country. 

While several films have teed off 
|in London's West End within a few 
|weeks after they opened in the 
U. S., “Foxes” will mark the first 
time any picture has beén given 


such a worldwide sendoff. Ten for- 
the picture 
Brazil, 
China, 


eign countries to get 
are Argentina, Belgium, 
Ecuador, Egypt, England, 
| Venezuela, Colombia and France. 


Ainsworth’s Sweet-Talk 
Pitch for Lower Terms 


Pitch for lower rentals on a film 
because it is a dog is nothing new 
to the industry, but William L. 
Ainsworth, National Allied prez, 
is reversing the field by asking 
Columbia to cut its terms on “Jol- 
son Sings Again” because it is so 
good. Ainsworth makes his novel 
plea in an open letter circularized 
by the Associated Theatre Owners 
of Indiana. Co! has a “big chance,” 
he says, of “improving public rela- 
tions” with both the patrons and 
exhibs if it acts reasonably in its 
demands. 

Ainsworth sweetens the pill by 
lavish praise of “Jolson,” which he 





| caught in Chicago while waiting 


During the past year, it is said, | plane connections. Even if it hurts, 
(Continued on page 22) | Allied prexy said, he must concede 






Devaluation 


Continued from page 3 


' that this is a pic “to be proud of.” 


“It is not filled with cheap senti- 
ment; it is a down to earth human 
story of every day life.” 


| Since this pic “will definitely re- | 


sell the motion picture to many 


—listed in the Anglo-U. S. agree- millions throughout this great 
ment of March, 1948. Other frozen | country of ours,” Ainsworth con- 


funds in England can be used for 
broader purposes. The fact that 
frozen American film earnings were | 


selling below par, anyway, results | 


in decreasing the loss sustained by | 
the industry via the recent devalu- 


ation. | Coast from 


Korda’s efforts to sell “The Wins- | 
low Boy,” which was a great suc- | 
cess in England, have been resisted 
by American distribs on the basis 
that his asking price is too high. 
Producer has been adamant, how- 
ever, on this and other pix, and as 
a result has two films playing first- 
run in New York now on bookings 
made directly by Helprin. They 
are “Saints and Sinners,” at the 
Little Carnegie, and “Dolwyn,” at 
the World. Objective is to demon- 
strate their b.o. power and justify 
the price tags. “Winslow” may 
similarly be preemed if a buyer 


tends Col has a big chance for a 
(Continued on page 20) 


Lesser-Cotlow’s Pic 


Julian Lesser returned to the 
New York over the 
weekend after a week of confabs 
with Lewis Cotlow, with whom Les- 
ser’s Thalia Productions will co- 
produce “Headhunters of the Ama- 
zon.” Cotlow, wealthy New York 
insurance man and explorer, re- 
cently returned from three months 
of Shooting native tribes in Latin 
America. 

Cotlow will appear as the princi- 
pal member of the cast of the doc- 
umentary in color which Lesser’s 
outfit will edit from the footage. 
It is expected that the finished pic 
may run as high as $150,000 or 
$200,000 in cost. Lesser is the son 





isn't found, lof Sol Lesser. 


Total of 500 are eligible, | 
with IATSE or Painters Brother- | 





‘TOA's Top Cast May Ask Distribs 
For Roundtable Meet On Pix Terms 


—¢ Roundtable confab with sales 
toppers of the major companies 
may be called by Theatre Owners 
of America as the opening wedge 
in the group’s fight for reform of 
trade practices. That action was 
under consideration this week after 
Samuel Pinanski, TOA president, 
named a headliner committee of 
top exhib names to push the battle 
for open competitive bidding and 
uniform clearances. Since accept- 
ance by all majors of the TOA pro- 
| PUSAisS” Is SSNeiaui, ise genera, 
| huddle is being favored over 

| dividual visits te distribs 





Par-Berger Peace 

Paramount and Bennie 
Berger, head of North Central 
Allied are expected to bury 
the hatchet publicly at Na- 
tional Allied’s convention in 
Minneapolis Oct. 24-26. Alfred 
W. Schwalberg, Par's distribu- 
tion veepee, has accepted an 
invitation to attend the con- 
clave as a guest speaker. His 
invitation Game 1rom Berger ~ 
as chairman of the convention 
committee 








in- 


Berger, who has been feud- TOA’s demand will be for stand- 
ing with Par for a number of ard operational procedures in com- 
years, had kind words to say petitive selling. An _all-industry 


about the company at the re- set of rules to be drafted by rep- 
cent New Jersey Allied conven- resentative exhib and distrib 


tion. Reportedly, he is current- groups is the goal now set by the 
ly dickering with J. J. Dono- theatre unit Among these would 
hue, Pa.’s midwest division be a provision requiring disclosure 
chief, to reach satisfactory of a winning bid for a film and 


fixed clearances carried out by all 
| distribs. 

Before naming the committee, 
Pinanski personally checked with 
each designee to make certain of 
| his presence in New York when 
ithe confabs are called Hence, 


terms for renewal of trade re- 




















lations with the major. 
Sh Ball h 
y | those tabbed are committed to put 
in an appearance when the word is 
predictions that TCA’s rain Ccrive 
* 
Ballet Nixes (Co-0 practices. Those now named are 
Pinanski himself, Leonard Golden- 
While major U. S. studios have ert Wilby, Walter Reade, Jr., Gael 
Sullivan, Arthur H. Lockwood, 
the country on tub-thumping tours 
to plug their pix, Eagle Lion and Russell Hardwick, B. D. Cockrill, 
Sam Kirby, Lewen Pizor, Sidney 
a problem involving the film, “Red 
Shoes,” and the Sadler's Wells Bal- wards. 
TOA's drive is predicated on 
Moira Shearer, one of the pic's oe . 
stars, and Robert Helpmann, who Petitive bidding so let’s make some 
fair rules,” a top spokesman for 
pearing in the film, are leading 
dancers with the Sadler’s troupe, ment used with distrib execs who 
have openly declared themselves 
weekend for its U. S. debut at the 
Metropolitan Opera House Sunday 
Europe’s top companies, has ex- Firstruns In L.A. Down 
cited an unusual amount of interest | 0 
in the dance world. Troupe will | Less 6%, From Last Yr.; 
more on the road, in principal U. S. 
cities. 

Los Angeles, Oct. 4 
don office, has been trying for First-run theatres in Los An- 
months to line up an exploitation 
tie for its pic while the London | with a $14,563,500 gross, a drop of 
|troupe was here, hoping to get only 5 2/3% from last year. 

| terviews, picture setups, etc. So other key cities. Fox-West Coast 
far, according to the EL office. al- four-house unit took $2,008,700 in 
involved, it's been time wasted. 000 from last period. “Snake Pit" 
The Sadler's management hasn't was ace money film in this group, 
will try again while the ballet execs| Warner's three-house unit 
are here, it isn’t too hopeful. | grossed $1,882,800, slightly under 
managing Sadler's U. S. visit and Wa% “Johnny Belinda,” getting 
has been publicizing it for months, | $165,000 in three weeks. Three- 
advantage of the film, “Red Shoes,” | with Los Angeles theatre grossing 
in its publicity. Miss Shearer, who | $844,600 alone. Best film for 
dancing par, for instance, with | with $151,200 in three weeks and 
Margot Fonteyn, the troupe's lead- | four days. RKO’s Hillstreet and 
more roles than usual to dance in “Enchantment” doing top $116,- 
(Continued on page 22) 
367,500 with “Paleface” best at 
$135,000 for four weeks. Four 
FOR SAG PRESIDEN “Red River” doing $228,600 in nine 
weeks. Four houses in Universal 
Hollywood, Oct. 4. | group grossed $1,179,000. “Tap 
¥Y 900 in two weeks for unit. F 
t Sc ’ 4 unit. our 
he Screen Actors Guild's nominat theatre independent unit hit $1.- 
thesps as candidates in the annual d 
oing $105,400 in two weeks and 
election, Nov. 13. Independent five days. 
| midnight Oct. 13. 
In addition to Reagan, as presi- 
didates are: William Holden, , 
Ate Marohy wanna, Holden, Campaigns on the Coast 
Universal will map its ad-pub 


9 
Nag aS oadlers *r 
Publication of the list bears out 
in the next year will be on trade 
son, Si Fabian, Ted Gamble, Rob- 
been sending their stars around 
Harry Vinnicof, Max Connett, FE. 
J. Arthur Rank have been having 
Lust, Albert Pickus and Tom Ed- 
let of London. 
the thesis “we're stuck with com- 
staged the dance: ell as ap- 
a oon SS mo the unit said. It will be that argu- 
which arrived in N. Y. over the ' ‘ rea 
against revealing winning bids. 
(9). Visit of the troupe, on@& of 
appear four weeks in N. Y. and five | ane > ie 
River’ Biggest Grosser 
Eagle Lion, through Rank’s Lon- | 
geles finished the 1948-49 season 
Miss Shearer and Helpmann for in- Slumps ranged from 15 to 25°% in 
though there's been a lot of work firstrun money, down about $500,- 
been interested, and although EL grabbing $161,700 in three weeks. 
The Sol Hurok office, which is the preceding year. Best film here 
has been given orders not to take | house Metro unit took $1,795,900, 
is not considered by Sadler's on a | Metro was “Three Musketeers” 
ing ballerina, isn’t being given any Pantages snared $1,553,800, with 
z 
| Two Paramount houses did $1,- 
REAGAN AGAIN UP | Music Halls took in $1,303,700 with 
Ronald Reagan was named b | Roots” copped weeks doing $62.- 
ing committee to head a slate of 21 139,000 with “Blood On Moon” 
nominations will be accepted until 
dential nominee, the official can- U Ad Heads Plan 
first, second and third veepee: Wal- | 


ter Pidgeon, secretary, and George 
Chandler, treasurer. Candidates 
for the board of directors are Leon 
Ames, Warner Anderson. Lex Bar- 
ker, Ward Bond, David Brian, 
Macdonald Carey, Joan Caulfield, 
William Demarest, Stephen McNal- 
ly, Ricardo Montalban, Agnes 
Moorehead, Kent Taylor. Audrey 


Totter, Robert Walker and Rich- 
ard Carlson. 
Class A-J nominees for three- 


year terms on the board are Lulu- 
mae Bohrman, Anne Cornwall, Kas 
Garrett, Pav} Gustine and Kermit 
Maynard. 


, rep, 


campaigns on the company’s No- 
vember-February releases in a 
series of studio huddles called for 
this week. Heading west from the 
h.o. for the conclave which starts 
Friday (7) are Henry A. Linet, 
eastern ad manager; Charles Si- 
monelli, exploitation chief, and 
Phil Gerard, eastern publicity 
manager. 

Studio will be repped by David 
A. Lipton, national ad-pub topper; 
Al Horwits, studio publicity chief, 
and Archie Herzoff, ad manager at 
the lot. Ben Katz, midwest field 
and Cliff Brown, 
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, WAN NSS 1. World premiere Victoria Theatre, N.Y, . 21. RKO Keiths Theatre, Washington, D.C, 68 
™ NWO following an invitational premiere 22. Loews Theatre, Houston, Tex. o/. 
> sponsored by 23. RKO Albee Theatre, Providence, R. 1. 68. 
BL <a The Seaman's Church Institute of N. Y. 24. Kariton Theatre, Philadelphia, Pa. » 8. 
sith 2. B & K Roosevelt, Chicago, II! 25. Loews Regent, Harrisburg, Pa. 10. 
asc WAN 3. Orpheum Theatre, San Francisco, Cal. 26. Loews Colonial, Reading, Pa. 1. 
4. Lafayette Theatre, Buffalo, N. Y. 27. Malco Theatre, Memphis, Tenn. 72. 
5. Paramount Theatre, Syracuse, N. Y. 28. Loews Majestic, Bridgeport, Conn. B. 
6. College Theatre, New Haven, Conn. 29. Orpheum Theatre, New Orleans, La. i. 
7. Keiths Theatre, Cincinnati, 0. 30. Miami Theatre, Miami, Fla. 19. 
8. Keiths Theatre, Baltimore, Md. 31. Miracle Theatre, Miami, Fla. 16. 
. a3 9. Adams Theatre, Detroit, Mich. 32. Lincoln Theatre, Miami Beach, Fla. 71. 
7 HOMAN CE AND 10. Mayfais Theatre, Portland, Ore. 33. Loews State, Norfolk, Va. 18. 
WeaTio- f | 11. Coliseum Theatre, Seattle, Wash. 34. Loews, Richmond, Va. 9. 
Al VEN/IUR Er Dchelte 12. Circle Theatre, Indianapolis, ind. 35. Loews Theatre, Louisville, Ky. 60. 
cree 13. Loews Grand, Atlanta, Ga. 36. Strand Theatre, Niagara Falls, N. Y. al. 
14. State Theatre, Minneapolis, Minn. 37. State Theatre, Cedar Rapids, lowa 02. 
15. Loews Poli, Hartford, Conn. - _ 38. Center Theatre, Charlotte, N. C. 63. 
16. Loews Valentine, Toledo, 0. 39. RKO Keiths, Grand Rapids, Mich. 4. 

17. Strand Theatre, Des Moines, lowa 40. Times Theatre, Sacramento, Cal. 

18. Allen Theatre, Cieveland, 0. 41. Del Paso Theatre, Sacramento, Cal, 
19. RKO Memorial Theatre, Boston, Mass. 42. Tower Theatre, Sacramento, Cal. 


. RKO Palace Theatre, Rochester, N. Y. 43. Loews Ohio Theatre, Columbus, Ohio 
; 44, Playhouse Theatre, St. Petersburg, Fla. 
45. Garrick Theatre, Duluth, Minn. 
46. Esquire Theatre, Oakland, Cai. 
47. Cambria Theatre, Johnstown, Pa. 
48. Rex Theatre, Baton Rouge, La. 
49. Academy Theatre, Fall River, Mass. 
50. Nona Theatre, Lafayette, La. 
51. Loews Majestic Theatre, Evansville, Ind, 
52. Rockland Theatre, Nyack, N. Y. 
53. Don Theatre, Shreveport, La. 
54. Riverside Theatre, Milwaukee, Wise. 
| ne ea SY BE a = =~) \~ Thess — Mass. 
4 nae Pe | . tre, Muncie, Ind. 
| ~ ; VENT Ut 57. Granada Theatre, Reno, Nev. 
; . . | 58. Loews Poli, Waterbury, Conn. 
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59. Regent Theatre, Dunkirk, N. Y. 

60. Lincoln Theatre, Decatur, III. I 
61. Palace Theatre, Akron, 0. 5 106. | 
62. Weis Theatre, Savannah, Ga. --§ 
63. 5 Points Theatre, Jacksonville, Fla. 108. 
64. Strand Theatre, Waterloo, lowa 108. 
65. RKO Virginia Theatre, Champaign, 1, 110. | 
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ft Exciting Adventure men ever led / 


1 


5 106. Lafayette Theatre, 


66. State Theatre, Eau Claire, Wisc. 

67. State Theatre, Eureka, Cal. 

68. Esquire Theatre, Davenport, lowa 

69. Granada Theatre, Spokane, Wash. 

10. Tivoli Theatre, Richmond, Ind. 

71. Ritz Theatre, Birmingham, Ala. 

12. Hollywood Theatre, Atlantic City, N. J. 
73. Drive in Theatre, Daytona Beach, Fila. 
14, Dodge Theatre, Fort Dodge, lowa 

15. Rafael Theatre, San Rafael, Cal. 

76, Center Theatre, Portsmouth, N. H. 

11. Grand Theatre, Terre Haute, Ind. 

18. Esquire Theatre, Stockton, Cal. 

19. Palace Theatre, Huntington, W. Va. 
60. Riviera Theatre, St. Paul, Minn. 

$1. Vogue Theatre, Salinas, Cal. 


82. Prairie Lake D.1. Theatre, Orlando, Fla. 


83. West Bend Theatre, West Bend, Wisc. 
44. Roxy Theatre, Everett, Wash. 

05. Avon Theatre, Dubuque, lowa 

6. Manor Theatre, San Mateo, Cal. 

i]. Rocket Theatre, Rock Island, Ill. 

il. Avenue Theatre, Yakima, Wash. 

1§. Broadway Theatre, Haverstraw, N. Y. 
90. Berkeley Theatre, Berkeley, Cal. 

$1. Vaska Theatre, Lawton, Okla. 

92. Pitt Theatre, Lake Charles, La. 

93. Hanlon Theatre, Vallejo, Cal. 

94. Michigan Theatre, Escanava, Mich. 
95. Loews Theatre, Dayton, 0. 

96. Loews Poli, Norwich, Conn. 

97. Roxy Theatre, Springfield, III. 

98. Downtown Theatre, Mobile, Ala. 

99. Hollywood Theatre, Sioux City, lowa 
100. Rivoli Theatre, La Crosse, Wisc. 

101, Park Theatre, Tampa, Fla. 

102. Rialto Theatre, Charleston, W. Va. 
103. Nu Luna Theatre, Sharon, Pa. 

104. Paramount Theatre, Anderson, Ind. 
105. Holly Theatre, Medford, Oregon 
Suffern, N. Y. 

197. Trail Theatre, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
108. State Theatre, Rhinelander, Wisc. 
108. Court Theatre, , W. Va. 

110, Bayview Theatre, Biloxi, Miss. 


WM. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119, 
120. 
121, 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 
131. 


Lawler Theatre, Rochester, Minn. 
Esquire Theatre, Medford, Ore. 
indiana Theatre, Marion, Ind. 
Lafayette Theatre, Lafayette, Ind. 

El Camp Theatre, Antioch, Cal. 
Wanee Theatre, Kewanee, Ill. 

Roxy Theatre, Bremerton, Wash. 
Parker Theatre, Parkersburg, W. Va, 
Majestic Theatre, Chillicothe, 0. 
State Theatre, Springfield, 0. 

Elwha Theatre, Port Angeles, Wash. 
Manor Theatre, Wilmington, N. C. 
Viking Theatre, Appleton, Wisc. 
Esquire Theatre, Klamath Falls, Ore. 
lilini Theatre, Moline, tll. 

American Theatre, Bellingham, Wash. 
Gateway Theatre, Kenosha, Wisc. 
Ringling Theatre, Baraboo, Wisc. 
Esquire Theatre, Modesto, Cal. 
Fischer Theatre, Danville, I11. 

Nordic Theatre, Marquette, Mich.- 


. Heilig Theatre, Eugene, Ore. 

. Bibb Theatre, Macon, Ga. 

. Vista Theatre, Negaunee, Mich. 

. Vaniee Theatre, Bioomington, Ind. 
. Butler Theatre, Ishpeming, Mich. 
. Palace Theatre, Bryan, Tex. 

. State Theatre, Pittsfield, Mass. 

. State Theatre, ithaca, N. Y. 

. Majestic Theatre, Hornell, N. Y. 

. Palace Theatre, Jamestown, N. Y. 
. PlaytiOuse Theatre, Princeton, N. J. 
. State Theatre, State College, Pa. 

. Florida Theatre, Pensacola, Fla. 

. Bradley Theatre, Columbus, Ga. 

. Palace Theatre, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 

. Strand Theatre, Kingsport, Tenn. 
. Capitol Theatre, Ashland, Ky. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY _. 


Wednesday, October 5, 1949 





‘Sword 
Kentuckian’ Tall 


336, Fullback’ 


286, ‘Dector Fair 
Same, ‘Grant’ 286 





Los Angeles. Oct. 4. + 


Firstrun pace is very slow this 
stanza, biz being offish in nearly | 
all spots. Despite eight new bills, | 
4c:ade is not being given any lilt 
Best showing of newcomers is be- 
ing made by “Sword in Desert, 


theatres 
“Fighting Kentuckian shapes 
ice $28,000 in two Paramount 
aes but “Doctor ana Giri” is 
low $33.000 in three situations 
‘Grant Takes Richmend” is mod 
est $28.000 in two spots. “Trapped” 
shapes thin $14.000 in five loca- 
tions and “Barbary Pirate,” with 
vaude, is near $20,000 at Orpheum 
“Father Was Fullback” is mild 
$33,000 in four spots. 
Estimates for This Week 

Beverly Hills, Downtewn, Hawaii, 
Hollywood Music Hails |‘ Prin-Cor) 


(834: 902: 1.106; 512; 55-$1)—‘“Sun 
Never Sets” (Indie) and “Fury At 
Sea” (Indie) reissues). Slim $18,- 
600. Last week, “Red Light” ‘UA) 
(2d wk-9 days), $16,300 

Chinese, Loew's State, Loyola, 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2.404; 1,248; 

719: 60-$1) “Father Was Full- 
feck" (20th) and “Treasure Monte 
Cristo” (Indie). Mild $33.000. Last 
week, “Thieves’ Highway” (20th) 
and “Jackpot Jitters” ‘Mono) (10 
days), slim $31,700 


Hollywood, Wiltern 
2.756: 2.344; 60-$1)— 
“Task Force’ (WB) (2d wk). Near 
$33,500. Last week, good $50,000 
but below hopes 

Egyptian, Los Angeies, Wilshire 
(FWC) (1,538; 2.096; 2,296; 60-$1) 
—‘Doctor and Girl” (M-G) and 
“Enchanted Garden” (M-G). Slow 
$33,000. Last week, “Madame Bo- 
vary” (M-G) (2d wk-6 days), $16,- 
400 

Million Dollar, Beimont, El Rey, 
Iris, Culver ‘D'town-FWC) (2,093; 
3.532; 861; 828; 1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Trapped” (EL) and “Down Mem- 
ory Lane” (EL). Drab $14,000. Last 


Downtown, 
(WB) (1,757: 


week, “Desperadoes” ‘Col) and 
“Renegades” ‘Col) (reissues), $17,- 
800 

Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) 


(2,812; 2,890: 50-$1)—"“Miss Grant 
Takes Richmond” ‘Col) and “Holi- 
day in Havana” (Col). Mild $28,000. 


Last week, “Roseani: McCoy” 
(RKO) and “Strang: Bargain” 
(RKO} (2d wk), of? 2¢ 


Los Axgeies, Holiyw od Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3.398; 1.451; 50-$1) 
—- a Kentuckian” ‘(Re p) 
and “Flame of Youth” (Rep). Nice 

28,000. Last week. “Tap O’ Morn- 
ng” (Par) and “Castsway” (Rep) 
(LA only) (2d wk). sma $15,700 


United Artists, Riiz, Studio City, 
Vogue ‘VA-FWC: (2.199... 1370: 
880; 885: 60-$1)—“Sword in 


Desert” ‘(U). Strong $35,000. Last 


week, “That's My .Baby” (U) and | 
“Arctic Manhunt” (U) (2d wk), 
$11,500. 


Orpheum ‘D'town (2.210; 50-95) 
—‘“Barbary Pirate” ‘(Coi) (2d rua! 
with vaude headed by Sportsmen 
(2d wk) Gisella & Francois Szonyi. 
Off at bit at $20.000. Last week, 
shorts and newsreels plus eight 
acts of vaude headed by Sports- 
men, $23,300. 

Fine Arts (F WC) (679; $1.20-2.40) 
v—"Red Shoes” (‘EL) (40th wk). 
Near $4.000. Last week, $4,100. 

Four Star (UA-FWC) (900; 74-$1) 
—'‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (9th wk). 
Down to $3,000. Last week, $3,500. 


‘Brave’ Rousing $15,000 
In Cincy; ‘Living’ Lusty 
116, ‘Lagoon’ Okay 96 


Cincinnati, Oct. 4. 

RKO Theatres is restoring solo 
pee policy at ace downtown 
ocations this week after question- 
abie returns with duals for several 
months. Of three new bills, “Home 
of Brave” is the fronter “Easy 
iving” also is favorable and “Blue 
,agoon” okay. Holdovers of “Male 
Bride” looms very stout. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75) 
“Home of Brave” (UA). Solid $15.- 
co0. Last week, “Task Force” 
(WB) and “Rusty’s Birthday” (Col), 
Gkay $12,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 55-75) — 
“Blue Lagoon” ‘U). Satisfactory 
o- or near. Ballyhoo stunt of 
ifesaver-type youth perched on 
theatre's marquee for week as 
“Blue Lagoon Boy” in South Sea 
Isle trimmings landed news and 
art breaks in three dailies. Last 
week, “Doctor and Girl’ (M:G), 


$8,000 
(1.400; 85-75) — 


ar 


Grand ‘(KKO) 


(Continued on page 22) 
a ‘ ; ate 


Breadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $593,200 
(Based on 18 theatres) 
“Last” 3éar 
(Based on 15 thé 


atres 


Pigeon -Vaude 


$19,000, St. Lo 


suis, Oct. 4 

Intermittent rains Sunday and 
Monday (‘3 native 
huddling to get last game of Na- 
tional League race is causing dip 
at all first runs this week. “Jonnn; 
Stool Pigeon” with vaude is box- 
office leader but not smash. “Mid- 
night Kiss” is in second slot at 
Loew's but also no great shakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) ‘3.000; 50-75) 
“Come To Stable” (20th) and “Big 
Steal” (RKO) (2d wk). Down to 
slow $9,000 after okay $11,000 first 
stanza. 








. 


Proie witht 


Fox (F&M) (5,000: 50-75) — 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” ‘U) and 
vaude. Good $19,000. Last week, 
“Doolins Oklahoma” (‘Col) and 


vaude, $18,000. 

Loew's ‘Loew) (3,172: 50-75) — 
“Midnight Kiss’ (M-G> and 
“Blondie Hits Jackpot” ‘Col). Neat 

Last week, “Anna Lu- 
(Col) and “Law Barbary 
Coast” (Col), thin $14,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Task Force” (WB) and “Devil's 
Henchmen” (Col). Good $15,000. 
Last week, “Big Steal” (RKO) and 
“Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) $11,000. 

St. Louis (F&M) ‘4,000; 50-75)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th) and “Post 
Office Investigator” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Holding nicely at $11,000 after first 
week's big $14.000. ' 


indpis. Still Siew But 
 “Pysesa’ OK at $10,000 


Indianapolis, Oci. 4 
| Tdeal autumn weather. drew 





weekend crowds away from thea- 


tres here with 
£. OSS8€- 432 *14e, aie 
Stool Pigeon” is teps with ckey 
stanza at Circle, “Migiity Joe 
Young” at Indiana and “Mr. Soi! 


that most 


“Johnny 


result 


; 
uv 


| Touch” at Loew's are-tepid. 


Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Gambie-Doiie) (2,800; 44- 
65\—“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) 
and 
Oke Last week, “Slattery’s 
Hurricane” (20th) ana “Jax 
Jitters” (Col), $8,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300: 
“Mighty Joe Young” (hKO:’. Pull- 
ish $8,500. Last week, “Meet the 
Killer” (U) “Trail Yukon” ‘Mono), 
same 

Loew's ‘Loew's) (2.427: 44-§5)}— 
“Mr. Soft Touch” ‘Coli and 
“Doclins of Oklahoma” (Col). Thin 
$8,000. Last week, “Home of 
Brave” (UA) and “Devil's Hench- 
man” (Col), opened = great but 
tapered to $12,000. 
| Lyrie (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“Kid 
From Cleveland” (Rep) and “Hell- 
fire’ (Rep). Modest $4,500. Last 
| week, “Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) 
jand “Flame of Youth” ‘Rep) 
(m.o.), oke $5,000. 


210.000 


# pot 


‘Kiss Loud $15,000 


| 
| 


‘Tight $12,000, 


Louisville, Oct. 4. 
Nice choice of product at three 
of the town’s firstruns, and biz pace 
is brisk. Cooler evenings are help- 
ing, top play going to “Midnight 
Kiss” at the State. Combo of “Kid 
From Cleveland” and “Down Da- 
kota Way” at the Strand, also looks 
neat. “Rope of Sand” at Rialto is 
about average. National, 2.400-seat 
house block off main stem. goes 
dark temporarily Thursday (6), 
after two months of straight vaude- 
films. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson ‘People's) ‘1 400. 
45-65)—“Task Force” (WB) (2d wk) 
Satisfactory $6,000. Last week. good 
enough $7,000. 
| Na al (Standard) (2.400. 50-75) 
‘—“Chicken Eyery Sunday” (20th) 


sense BEEP SOA... 
Juda eee 


“Once More, My Darling” (U). | 


44-65)— | 


Standout in Dim L.A., $35,000; | Howse: Yande Torrid 


$27,000, Cleve. Topper 


Cleveland, Oct. 4. 
Vaudeville is putting local RKO 


Palace back on its feet again. | 


Fortified by a N. Y. Palace stage 
unit topped by Fred Sanborn and 
Leni Lynn, “House Across Street, 
will give this deluxer the week's 
top gross. “Task Force is doing 


— extra good for Hipp although al 


shade under “Rope of Sand” at 
State. . 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70)— 
“tice Grant Takes Richmond,” ‘U) 
Stout $10,500. Last week, “Meet 
Killer” (1). $9500. 2 

Hipp ‘Warners) (3,700; 55-70) — 
“Task Force” (WB). Nice sailing 
at $18.500, and getting h.o. Last 


week. “Come To Stable” (20th) (2d 
wiki, $13,500. 

Ohio ‘Loew’s) (1,305; 55-70) — 
“Home of Brave” (UA). Average 


$4,500 in 6 days. : 
Menace” (Rep), ditto in six days. 
Palace (RKO) (3,300; 60-95) — 


“House Across Street” (WB) plus’ 


vaude unit with Leni Lynn, Sen- 
ator Murphy and Fred Sanborn. 
Exceilent $27,600. Last week, 
“Easy Living’ (RKO), okay 
$15,500. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70) — 
“Rope of Sand” (Par). Tight $20,- 
000. Last week, “Home of Brave’ 
(UA) (24 wk), oke $12,000 in 6 
days. 

Stillman ‘Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70) 
—~“Once More, My Darling” ‘U). 
Fair $6,666. Last week, “Bride c£ 
Vengeance” (Par), average $6,000 
in 6 days. 


Jolson’ Wham 
$37,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4. 


“Jolson Sings Again” is making 
most of boxoffice music this week, 
with terrific session at Aldine. Best 
of other newcomers is “My Friend 
Irma,” solid at Goldman. “Easy 
Living’ looks okay at Karlton. 
“Lust for Gold” looms not too lusty 
at Earle. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 60-$1.25)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col). Hiked 
prices and big draw landing ter- 
rie $37,000. Last week, “Miss 
Grant Takes Richmond” (Col), $13.,- 
00. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Mid- 
right Kiss” (M-G) (5th wk). Solid 
$18,590. Last week, $25,800. 

Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—" Lust 
for Gold” (Col). Mild $15,000. 





Last week, “House Across Street” | 


‘WH: with Billy Eckstine, Henny 
Youngman onstage, big $32,000 but 
below hopes. 
| Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“Male 
War Bride” (20th) (3d wk). Fine 
$17,000. Last week, $23,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200: 50- 
99) —‘“Friend Irma” (Par). Boff 
$23.000. Last week, “Sword in Des- 
ert’ (2d wk), keen $12,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 40-99) 
—"Easy Living” (RKO). Okay $9.- 
000 or over. Last week, “Johnny 
Stool Pigeon” (U), $8,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-99)— 
“Task Force” (WB) (2d wk). Down 
to $17,000 after good $25,000 open- 
ing week. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99)— 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) (2d wk). 
Okay $18,000. After nice $23,500 
break-in. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Africa Screams” (UA). Weak $8.- 
500. Last week, “Fighting Ken- 
+ - al (Rep) (2d wk), solid $8,- 


m L ville; ‘Rope’ 
Kid’ Potent $6,000 


and “Where There’s Life” (Par) 
(reissues), with six-act vaude bill. 
Modest $6,500. Last week, “Perils 
of Pauline” (Par) and 
(Par) (reissues), same. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) 
45-65)—“Rope of Sand” (Par) end 
“Sky Liner” (SG). Oke $12,000. 
Last week, “Come to Stable” (20th) 
Neat $14,000, and m.o. to Brown. 

State ‘Loew’s) (3,000: 45-65)— 
“Midnight Kiss” (M-G) and “Devil's 
Henchmen” (Col). Big $15,000. 
Last week, “Johnny Stool Pigeon” 
(U) and “One Last Fling” (WB), 
$11 000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000: 45-65)—"Kid 
From Cleveland” (Rep) and “Down 
Dakota Way” (Rep). Potent $6,000 
Last week, “Wiadow” (RKO) and 
Roughshod” (RKO), $4,000, 





(3,000; 


Last week, “Red. 


“Shaggy” | 


- ‘Bride’ Hot 236; ‘Kentuckian’ 176, 2d 





+ Boston. Oct. 4. 
i. Biggest turnstile activity here 
Key City Grosses 


this stanza is reported at RKO 

Boston, with “Treasure of Monte 
Cristo” getting big assist from Dick 
| Contino show onstage. Of the new 

pix, “Male War Bride” at Met 

shapes solid but “Once More, My 

Darling” at Memorial looms not 

much more than average. 

Estimates for This Week 
Astor (‘Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85)— 
_.."Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) (5th wk) 
Down to $4,000 after big $4.500 for 
fourth week. 

Boston (RKO) (3.200: 55-85) 
“Treasure of Monte Cristo” (SG) 
plus Dick Contino unit on stage 
Sock $30,000. Last week, “Mr. Soft 


; 








| Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,599,0€6 
(Based on 24 cities, i898 
theatres, chiefly first runs. tr 
cluling N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,870,000 
(‘Based on 23 cities and 
“i amr = Sern 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
} 


‘Gatsby Great 








* Touch” (Col) and vaude, okay 
$21,000. 
$20,000, Frisco Fenway (NET) (1.373: 40-85)— 


“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Post Office Investigator” ‘Rep). 
Oke $5,000 for second session after 
nice $7,500 opener. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.000: 40-85)— 


San Francisco, Oct. 4. 
Siandout here this session_ is 
“Great Gatsby.” which is landing | 
a big week at Paramount with nice 


“Once More, My Darling” ‘U) and 
boest from smart bally. Personal “Mysterious. Desperado” (RKO) 
by Farley Granger on opening day pair $18,000. Last week. “Come To 
apparently did not help “Roseanna ctapje” (20th) and “Make Mine 
McCoy” much at Golden Gate, with Laughs” (RKO) (4th wk). stout 
only a fairly good week likely. $15.000. 7 o 
“Male War Bride” still is strong " Metropolitan (NET) (4.367: 40-85) 
at Fox in second week. “Quartet. |_ «gale War Bride” (20th) and 
day-dating in two houses, looms “Grand Canyon” (Indie). Neat $23.- 
terrific for small-seaters 000. Last week, “White Heat” (WB) 

Estimates for This Week and “Counter Punch” (Mono) i2d 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844; 60- wk), fair $17,000. 
85) — “Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) Orpheum (Loew) (3,000: 40-85)— 
and “Follow Me Quietly” (RKO). “Red Danube” (M-G) and “Rusty's 
x00d $16,000. Last week. “Lost Birthday” (Col) (2d wk-4 days). 


Boundaries” (FC) and “Old Fash- 
ioned Girl” (EL) (2d wk), $11.000. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651: 60-95)—"‘Male 
War Bride” (20th! and “Brother 
Jonathan” (Mono) ‘(2d wk). Strong 
$19,000 or over. Last week, sock 
$27.500. 

Warfield (‘FWC) (2.656; 60-85)— 
“Red Danube” ‘(M-G) (2d wk). 
Down to $13,000 or near. Last 
week, fine $21.500. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646: 60-85)— 
“Great Gatsby” (Par) and “Grand, 
Canyon” (Indie). Big $20,000. Last 


About $9,000 after nice $22,000 for 
first week. 

Paramount ‘NET) (1.700; 40-85) 
—Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Post Office Investigator” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Holding to satisfactory $12,- 
000 after sturdy $15,800 first. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)—‘“‘Red 
Danube” (M-G) and “Rusty's Birth- 
day” (Col) (2d wk-4 days). Will 
wind at near $5,500. Last week, 
trim $14,000. 





, “Gres "” ‘ , 
week, Great Feeling (WB) and ‘Force Steady $18,000, 
$11,000 


St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— 


Balto; ‘Kentuckian’ Big 


“Rope of Sand” (Par) (3d_ wk). 

G 0,000. Last ok, bi 6 ’ 

$11,000" ast week, big $8000, ‘Sword’ Oke 116 
Orpheum ‘No. Coast) (2,448: 55- Baltimore. Oct. 4. 

85)—“‘Miss Grant Takes  Rich- 


Action here continues steady 
with Stanley’s “Task Force” lead- 
ing the current downtown parade 
in nice style. Also in top brackets 
is “Fighting Kentuckian.” big at 
Mayfair. Very strong also is “Male 
War Bride” in third round at New. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 20- 
60\—“‘Sword of Desert” ‘U). Fair- 
ish action at $11,000. Last week, 


mond” (Col) and “Prison Warden” 
(Col) Nice $14,000. Last week, 
“That's My Baby” (U) and “Woman 
Hater” (U). $10,500. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207; 
55-85)—"‘Red Light’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Way off to $5,000. Last week, good | 
$11.000. 

Esquire ‘No. Coast) (955: 55-85) 
—‘Roughshod” (RKO) and “Trail 
Mounties” (SG). Oke $6,000. Last 


week, “Torture Ship” (Indie) and “Midnight Kiss” ‘(M-G),_ solid 
| “Hell's Devils” (Indie), $4,000 in 4 $14,200. 
days. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) ‘2.240: 
35-90)\—“Jolson Sings” (Col) (5th 
wk) Winding up run at about $8.- 
000, making grand $85,000 for the 
five weeks. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460. 20- 
60)\—“Once, More, Darling” ‘U). 
Opened today (Tues.) after second 


Clay (‘Roesner) (400: 65-85).— 
“Quartet” (EL). Smash _ $4,500. 
Last week. “Never Give Sucker 
Break” (Indie) ‘Can't Fool Honest 
Man” (Indie) (reissues) (2d wk), 
nice $3.100. 

Larkin ‘Roesner) (400: 65-85)— 
“Quartet” (EL). Terrific $4,500. 








a on a week of “Rope of Sand” (Par) 
Last week, subsequent-run. added $7,700 to good opener of 
13,300 


Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-65)— 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep). 
Drawing top response to land big 
$8,000. Last week, “Kid from 
Cleveland” (Rep), $3,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1.800; 20-60)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th) (3d wk) 
Starting third round today ‘Tues.) 
after adding fine $11,000 to big 
preem at $17,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)— 

(WB). Biggest 


“Task Force” 
thing in town at good $18,000. Last 


‘Pigeon’-Vaude Droopy 
$18,000 in Dull Wash. 


Washington, Oct. 4. 
Predominance of holdovers is | 
pulling down current boxoffice 
average along main stem. Sole. 
newcomers, “Johnny Stool Pigeon” | 
plus vaude at Capitol, and “House 
| Across Street” at Metropolitan, | ,, 
are shaping mildly. 
Estimates for This Week 


~| Capitel (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— Week, “Top O’ Morning” (Par) (2d 


wk), down badly at $7,300. 


“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U). plus! 
OO. Last weer | Town (Rappaport) (1.500: 35-65) 


vaude. Slow $18,000. Last week,, 1 a 
“You're My Everything” (20th) — Gunga Din” (RKO) and “Lost 
plus vaude. fine $25,000. Patrol” (RKO) (reissues). Not so 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-85) — Dig at £7,000. Last week, “Easy 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) (2d wk). Living” (RKO), $8,300. 


Slipped to $10.000 after solid $15,- | a 
Sturdy $11,000, 





000 last week. - '¢ ? 
Palace (Loew's) (2.370: 44-74)—' Force 


“Male War Bride” (20th) (2d wk). | 

Very stegdy $19,000 after sturdy. Omaha; 4 

$20,000 last week. "| Baby Okay 106 
Playhouse (Lopert) (432: 50-85) Omaha, Oct. 4 

—"Spring in Park Lane” (EL). (2d Although Orpheum and Para- 


wk). Well below house average at mount are 
$4000 after $4,500 opener. ’ 


pe 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,163: 44-74) 
—-House Across Street” (WB) and 
“Princess O'Rourke” (WB) (re- 
issue). Mild $6,000. Last week, 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) (2d run), 


$5,500. 
(2.164; 44-74) — 


topping the town 
| grosses with big sessions on “Yes 
Sir, That's My Baby” and “Task 
Force,” respectively, the Omaha. a 
moveover house, took “Male War 
Bride” from Paramount for second 
week and is doing nearly $10,000 
Holds for third week. Brandeis 
Warner (WB) with “Roseanna McCoy” looms 
Task Force” (WB) (2d wk). Firm) sock also. 
$14,000. Last week, strong $18,000 Estimates for This Week 
but not up to hopes. Orpheumh (Tristates! (3.000; 16- 
National (Heiman) (1,600: 44-74) 65)-—“That’s My Baby” ‘(U) and 
—"Devil in Flesh” (Indie) (2d wk). “Jiggs, Maggie in Court” (Col). 
, Husky $12,000 after hot $14,000 So-so $10,000. Last week. “House 
last week, j (Continued on page 22) _ 


Treasure -Contino Sock $30,000, Hub: 
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Chi Lags But ‘Sword’ Socko $23,000: 


‘Capricorn’ Lofty 


‘ F « . | at Paramount. “Roughshod” with 
vaude shapes sturdy at Century 

osealiiia - lian | while “Gal Who Took West” looms 

fine at Lafayette. “Midnight and 


Chicago, Oct. 4. + 


256, ‘Grant’ Fair 





Chi boxoffice is being hurt slight- 
ly by lack of strong new product. 
Rest of the incoming releases ap- 

ars to be “Under Capricorn,” at 

tate-Lake, with nifty $25,000 
likely. “Miss Grant Takes Rich- 
mond” and “Crime Doctor's Diary 
at the Palace is only fair $16,000. 

~ Sword in Desert” at Grand looks | 
socko $23,000. “Roseanna McCoy” | 
at Oriental looms on disappointing 
side with Olga San Juan in person. 
Only $40,000 is in prospect. 

“My Friend Irma” coupled with 
Jo Stafford personal at the Chicago, 
looks crisp with $50,000 for second 


round. Also in second week _ is 
“Thieves Highway” and “The 
Creeper” at United Artists, trim 
12.000. “Fighting Kentuckian” at 
oosevelt shapes well also with 
$13,000. 


“Jolson Sings Again” continues 
to ring the bell with $25,000 for 


sixth stanza. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Friend Irma” (Par) with Jo Staf- 
ford and Dick Baker onstage (2d 
wk). Might hit nifty $50,000. Last 
week, $62,000 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) —“Mr. 
Soft Touch” and “Kazan” (Col) (2d 


wk) So-so $5,000. Last week, 
$8,000. 
Grand (RKO) (1,500 ;50-98)— 
“Sword in Desert” (U). Smash 
$23,000 mark. Last week, “Lost 


Boundaries” (FC) (4th wk), $17,000. | 
Oriental (Essaness) (3.400; 50-98) 
—“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) with 
Oyga San Juan topping stageshow, 
Solid $40,000. Last week, ‘Male 
War Bride” (20th) with Pearl 
Bailey (3d wk), $37,000. | 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— | 
“Miss Grant Takes Richmond” (Col) 
and “Crime Doctor's Diary” (Col). 
Okay $16,000. Last week, “Easy 
Living” (RKO) and “Women Hater” 
(U) (2d wk), $12,000. 
Rialto (indie) (1,700; 50-98)— 
“Daughter of Jungle” (Rep) and 
“Hellfire” (Rep). Light $7,200. Last 
week, “Slave Girl” (U) and “Black 
Bart” (U) (reissues), $6,800. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) (2d 


wk). Looks bright $13,000. Last 
week, big $17,000. 
Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 


$2.40)—*'Red Shoes” (EL) (42d wk). 
Heading for $5,300 due. Last week, 
nice $5,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) | 
—“‘Under Capricorn” (WB) . Mat- 
inee trade hypoing to fine $25,000. 
Last week, “Task Force” (WB) (2d 
wk), $18,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—""Thieves highway” and “The 
Creeper” (20th) (2d wk). Staunch 
$12,000. Last week, $17,000. | 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98-$1.25) | 
—‘Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (6th | 
wk). Bulky $25,000. Last week, 

28 


000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘“Sym- | 
honie Pastoral” (Indie) (3d wk). | 
andsome $5,200. Last week, | 


BRIDE’ WOW $20,000, 
MONT’L: IDOL’ $13,00 


Montreal, Oct. 4. 

Plenty of convention trade is off- 
setting the Little World Series 
which opened here over the week- | 
end. RKO's “Mighty Young Joe”) 
is still doing sensational business | 
at Princess after great first week, 
new record for this house. Re- 
issues of the old Marx Bros. effort | 
“Night at the Opera” looks good at 





Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 

| ous key cities, are net, ‘e., 
|} Without the 20° tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 


come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicatéed, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








Bride’ Boff 166, 
Prov.; McCoy’ 15 


Providence, Oct. 4. 

Everything is looking up here 
this week, with Majestic’s “I Was 
A Male War Bride” leading the 
list and with sock total. Close 
behind is RKO Albee’s “Roseanna 
McCoy.” State's “Madame Bovary” 
does not loom big 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65) — 
“Roseanna McCoy" (RKO) and 


“Arctic Man Hunt” (Indie). Strong 
$15,000. Last week, “Meet the 
Killer” (U) and “Temptation” 
(Mono), $12,000 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65) — 
“Wake of Red Witch”. (Rep) (re- 
issue) and Butterfly McQueen héad- 
ing vaude. Fair $7,500. Last week, 
“Down Dakota Way” (Rep) and 
Elton Britt heading vaude, same. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65) — 


“Maie War Bride” (20th). Nifty 
$16,000. Last week, “White Heat” 


(WB) and “They’re Off” (WB) (2d 
wk), swell $11,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65'\—"‘Too Late for Tears’ (EL) 
and “Angels Disguise” (EL). Slow 
$6,500. Last week “Black Book” 
(EL) and “Miranda” (EL), $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65) — 
“Madame Bovary” (M-G) and 
“Blondie Hits Jackpot” (M-G). 
Fairly good $15,500. Last week. 
“Home of Brave” (UA) and “Cisco 
Kid” (UA), $16,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
— “Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) and 
“Holiday In Havana” (Col). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, “Top O’ Morn- 
ing’ (Par) (2d wk), thin $8,000. 


H.0.’s Slow Up Det. But 
‘Irma’ Nice at $25,000: 
‘Brimstone’ Trim $9,000 


Detroit, Oct. 4. 
Biz is off from recent peaks 
mainly because of rash of hold- 
overs but still fairly brisk. “My 
Friend Irma” at Michigan looks 
best. Second weeks of “Come to 





Stable” at Fox and “Fighting Ken- | 


tuckian” at Palms are doing well. 

“Brimstone” at Madison looks trim. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 

“Come to Stable” (20th) (2d wk). 

= $23,000. Last week, solid $31,- 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 


70-95) — “Friend Irma” (Par) and 


the Ace new pic. “Male War Bride” “Follow Me Quietly” (RKO). Nice 


is smash at Capitol. 


Loew’s (C.T.) 2,855; 40-65)— 
“Top O’ Morning” (Par) (2d wk). 
Still nice at $12,000 following rous- 
ing $20,000 in first. 

Capitel (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th). Smash 
$20,000. Last week, “Great Feel- 
ing” (WB) (2d wk), fair $9,000. 

Palace (‘C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO). Good $13,000. 

t week, “Sorrowful Jones” (Par) 
(2d wk), happy $14,000. 
. Princess (C.T.) (2,131: 34-60)— 

Mighty Young Joe” (RKO). Sock 
$11,000 after $18,000 opener. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839: 26-45)— 


“Night at Opera” (M-G) and “Pic-| 


cadilly Incident” (M-G) (reissues). 
Giant $11,000. Last week, “Meet 
Killer” (U) and “Devil’s Hench- 
man” (Col) (3d wk), fair $5,500. 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Nick Beal” (Par) and “Own True 
Love” (Par). Okay $6,000. Last 


Week, “She” (RKO) and “Pompeii” | 


O) (reissues), same. 


“Fallen Idol” | $25,000. Last week, “White Heat” 
looms good at the Palace. (WB) 


Estimates for This Week | oO (2d wk!, $16,000. 


and “Make Mine Laughs” 

Palms (UD) (2,900: 70-95)\— 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Flame of Youth” (Mono) (2d wk). 
' Okay $10,000. Last week, soiid $19,- 
000. 

United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
95) — “Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) 
|and “Holiday in Havana” (Col) (2d 

wk). Nice $10,000. Last week, big 
$17,000. 
_ Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— 
' “Brimstone” (Rep) and “Doolins of 
Oklahoma” (Rep). Trim $9,000. 
Last week, ‘Imitation of Life” (In- 
'die) and “Magnificent Obsession” 
(Indie) (2d wk’), $7,000. 


“Great Sinner” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Dull $6,000. Last week, $9,500. 
' 


| Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
'95) — “Black Book” (EL) and 
“Sleeping Car Trieste” (EL). Oke 
11,000. Last week, “That's My 
aby” (U) and “Grand Canyon” 
(SG) (2d wk), $8,000. 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)\— | 


‘Roughshod’-Vaude Fine 
186, Buff; ‘Gal West’ 12G 


Buffalo, Oct. 4. 





Pacing field currently is “Male 
War Bride,” 


is mildish at Buffalo. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 40-70) — 
| “Midnight Kiss’ (M-G). Mildish 
| $13,000. Last week, “Home of 
| Brave” (UA), rousing $16,500. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 


“Gal Who Took West” ‘U) and 
“Behind Locked Doors” (U). Fine 
$12,000 or better Last week 
“Sword in Desert” (U) and “In 
This Corner” (Mono) (2d wk). held 


well at $8,000 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70) — “Roughshod” (RKO) plus 8 
vaude acts onstage. Sturdy $18,000 


or close Last week, “Tarzan’s 
Desert Mystery” (RKO) and “Tar- 
zan’s Triumph” (RKO) (4 days), 


oke $6,500 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Male War Bride” ‘(20th Smash 
$20,000 or near. Last week, “Rope 


of Sand” (Par', solid $21,000 in 
10 days. 
Center (Par) (2.100; 40-70) — 


“Come To Stable” (20th) (2d wk). 
Down to $11,500 after great $18.- 
500 opener. 


‘Kentuckian’ Aces 


In Toronto, $12,000 


Toronto, Oct. 4. 
With heavy diet of holdovers, 
many in third weeks, business is 
still satisfactory here. “Fighting 
Kentuckian” is most important 
newcomer, topping town with sock 
gross. “Good Old Summertime,” 
“Rope of Sand” and “Irma” still 
are doing well on subsequent weeks. 
“Leve of Mary” shapes light. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol, Nortown, Shea’s (FP) 
(1,079, 959, 2,386; 40-70.—*‘Friend 
Irma” (Par) (2d wk). Okay $7,500 
after last week's good $10,500. 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059; 955, 698, 694: 
35-60)—"‘Doolins of Oklahoma” 
(Col) and “Harpoon” (SG). Good 
$12,000. Last week, “Crooked Way” 
(UA) and “Air Hostess” (Col), $10,- 
500. 
Eglinton, University (FP) (1,080, 
1,566; 40-70)\—“Fallen Idol” (SRO) 








(3d wk). Steady $8.500 after last 
week's $11,000 
Imperial (FP) (3,373: 40-70)— 


“Rope of Sand” (Par) (3d wk). Still 
oke $11,000 after last week's good 
$14,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2.096; 40-70)— 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Holding big $11,500 after last 

| week's $15,000. 

| Odeon (Rank) (2.390: 25-$1.20)— 
|For Love of Mary” ‘U). Light $9.,- 
, 000. Last week, “Gone With Wind” 
| Sap ioe (reissue) (3d wk), sock 


Uptown (Loew) (2.743: 40-70)— 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep). Big 
$12,000. Last week, “That’s My 
Baby” (U) (2d wk), light $6,000. 





“‘Roughshod’-Vaude Tall 
$23,000 Tops K.C.; ‘Irma’ 
| 146, Fullback’ $15,000 


Kansas City, Oct. 4. 

Big money of week goes to Mis- 
souri playing second Palace vaude 
bill with “Roughshod” for whop- 

ing session. “Father Was Full- 

ck” has lead of straight -films at 
three houses. “My Friend Irma” is 
doing well at Paramount and stays 
a second week. “Midnight Kiss” is 
moderate at Midland. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—“‘End of River’ (U) and “Are- 
tic Manhunt” ‘U). Medium $3,500. 
Last week, “True Glory” (Indie) 
and “Burma Victory” (Indie) ‘re- 
issues), $4,000. 

Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Midnight Kiss” ‘(M-G) and “Air 
Hostess” (Col). Mild $12,000. Last 
week, “Scene of Crime” (M-G) and 
“Mr. Soft Touch” ‘Col), $13,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 54-74)— 
“Roughshod” (RKO) with second 
Palace-type vaude bill onstage. 
‘Rousing $23.000. Last week, “Easy 
Living” (RKO) and “Sky Dragon” 
(Mono), fairish $9,500. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
“Friend Irma” (Par). Nice $14,000. 
Holds. Last week. “Song of Sur- 
render” (Par), $9,000. 

Roxy (‘Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Black Book” (EL) and “Lady 
Midnight” (EL) (2d wk’). Not bad 
$2,800. Last week, nice $4,600. 

Tower-U ptown-Fairway (Fox Mid- 
west) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65)— 
“Father Was Fullback” (20th). 
Snappy $15,000. Last week, “Fight- 
ing Kentuckian” (Rep), ditto. 


‘after $15,000 last session. 


Bway Brisk: ‘Pinky’ Terrif $72,000, 


>, 4 Martin-Lewis Lift 


Five new bills plus Yom Kippur 
on Monday (3) are helping to over- 
come the intense baseball competi- 
tion this session on Broadway. Re- 
sult is that the overall total at big 
firstruns wiil show a nice pickup 
over a week ago. Final two games 
between the Red Sox and Yankees 
in N. Y. last Saturday-Sunday, plus 
interest in Brooklyn's drive for the 
National League flag, took a heavy 
toll at matinees last Saturday and 
Sunday. Trade picked up sharply 
both nights, and coupled with 
crowds Monday, shapes veiv well 
in the face of this red-hot pennant 
interest. 

With a number of houses getting 
in extra shows by opening at 9 
o'clock Monday morning. some of 
larger firstruns reported totals for 
day as being equal or better than 
Sunday (2), top day for current ses- 
sion. Deluxers also had to contend 
with heavy, continued rain last 
Thursday (29) night 

Both Rivoli and Paramount are 
checking in with sock weeks cur 
rently. “Pinky,” at forme: 
ing to terrific $72,000, greatest at 
Rivoli in many months. Pic was 
strong from start, opening big de- 
spite Thursday rain 

“My Friend Irma.” with Dean 
Martin-Jerry Lewis, from _ film, 
heading stageshow with Dick Sta 
bile band, looks to hit rousing $88 
000 at Par flagship. House had long 
lines over weekend and Monday 

“Task Force,” with new policy of 
condensed musical shows, first be 
ing “Button Shoes,” shapes big 
$62,000. Novelty of abbreviated 
legit musical is taking credit for 
much of draw. “Blue Lagoon” is 
mildish $15,000 at Globe. “Strange 
Bargain” with vaude shapes fairly 
nice $22,000 at Palace 

Ace second-week bili! is ‘Thieves’ 
Highway” with Ed Sullivan, his TV 
revue and “Harvest Moon" dancers 
at Roxy. Combo is hoiding up near 
fast $70,000. “Sword in Desert” is 
holding fine at $14,000 for sixth 
week at Criterion. 

“Jolson Sings Again” continues 
very much in the chips with $29,000 
for seventh stanza at State. with 
eighth week starting today ‘Wed.) 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1.300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘Lost Boundaries’ (FC) (14th 
wk). Not far off recent gait with 


IS Sonal 


$11,000 likely after nice $12,000 
last week. 

Bijou (‘City Inv.) (589: $1.20- 
$2.40\—""Red Shoes” (EL) (50th 


wk). Still very fine profit at $9,000 
after $9,600 last week 

Capitol (Loew's) (4.820; 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘Midnight Kiss” (M-G) with Gene 
Krupa orch, Kitty Kallen, others, 
onstage ‘2d wk). Shaping ica hit 
$49,000 after nice $65,000 opener, 
aibeit below expectations. Stays a 
third. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—Sword in Desert” (U) (7th-final | 
wk). Sixth week ended last night 
(Tues.) held up nicely at $14,000 
below 
hopes. “Abandoned” (U) due in 
Oct. 12. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,500 -:50-$1.20) 
—‘Blue Lagoon” (U). Sexy theatre 
front and same angle played up in 


ads spelling nearly $15,000 Last 
week, “Once More, My Darling” 
(U), $11,000. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 44-99)— 


“Duck Soup” (Par) and “Animal 
Crackers” (Par) (reissues) (6th wk) 
Doing okay $7,000 after $7.800 last 
week. 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736: 50-$1.20) 
—‘Fighting Kentuckian” ‘ Rep) (3d- 
final wk). Down to $11,000 on blow- 
off after $14,000 last stanza. “‘Icha- 
bod” (RKO) opens Saturday (8) 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-S1.20:-— 


“Strange Bargain” (RKO: with 
vaude. Apparently many vaude- 
ville enthusiasts went for crucial 


big league ball games and stayed 
away from this bill. However. fairly 
nice $22,000 or over. Last week 
“Stool Pigeon” (U) and vaude, big 
$28,500 and over hopes 

Paramount (Par) (3,664, 55-$1.50 
—"Friend Irma” (Par) plus Dean 
Martin-Jerry Lewis, Dick Stabile 
orch, 4 Step Bros., others, onstage 
(2d wk). Initial week ended last 
night (Tues.) soared to rousing 
$88.000. with p.a. of Marie Wilson, 
Star of film, opening day a help 
This plus spotting of Martin-Lewis, 
from pic, onstage and smart ad- 
vance campaign put this over in 
great shape. Last week, “Top O' 
Morning” (Par), Carmen Cavallaro 
orch onstage (4th wk), $50,000 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1! .20- 
$2.40) — “Hamlet” (U) (54th wk 
Still fine moneymaker, first week 
in second year here doing $7,200 
after $7,000, bit below expectancy. 
last round. Stays on. 

Ratio City Music Hall ‘ Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40, — “Under 


‘Irma Torrid 88C 
Force - Shoes’ Tab Big at $62,000 


Capricorn” (WB) with stageshow 
(4th-final wk). Down to $105,000 in 
final round after okay $115,000, less 
than hopes, for third week. 
“Heiress” (Par) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage) (594: 44-98) — “I 
Married Savage” (FC) (2d-final 
wk). Still big at $9,000 after smash 
$13,000 opening week. Open two 


foreign reissues, “Carnival in 
Flanders” (Indie) and “Rubens” 
(Indie) on Friday (7) 

Rivoli (UAT-Par (2,092 60- 


$1.25)—"“Pinky” (20th). Soaring to 
terrific $72.009 after smash teeoff 
last Thursday (29) despite rain 
Bright teaser ad campaign, per- 
sonal by three stars of film in N. Y. 
nabes, radio spot campaign and 
plenty of publicity helping to get 
such a big week. Fact that house 
upped scale early over weekend 
and Monday (3) helped. Last week, 
“Come To Stable” (20th) (9th wk, 
$9,000 

Roxy (20th) (5.886; 80-$1.50 ~ 
“Thieves’ Highway” (20th) plus Ed 
Sullivan TV revue and his “Har- 
vest Moon” dancers (2d wk In- 
itia! holdover session doing fancy 
$70,000 after big $90,000 opene! 
Stays over 5 days past second week 
in order to open “Father Was Full- 
back” (20th) and Benny Goodman 
orch on Wednesday (12), Columbus 


Day. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 50-$1.80)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (8th 
wk), Seventh frame ended last 


night (Tues.) continues very much 
in chips at $29,000 after big $34.- 
000 last week. Stay on indefinitely. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 50-$1.25 
“Task Force” (WB) with condensed 
version of “High Button Shoes” 
onstage. Both stage and screen 
fare drawing solidly, with big $62.- 
000 probable. Holds. Last week, 
“White Heat” (WB) with Xavier 
Cugat orch (4th wk), stout $41,000. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20) — 
“Quartet” (EL) (28th wk). Held 
nicely in 27th stanza ended last 
Monday (3) night at $6,500 after 
$7,000 in preceding week 


Victoria (‘City Inv.) (1,060: 95- 
$1.50\—"The Window” (RKO) (9th 
wk). Still not far from recent 


weeks with about $6,500 after $7.- 
500 last stanza. Holds six-day 10th 
week, with “Christopher Colum- 
bus” (U) opening Oct. 12. 


‘BABY’ BRISK $11,000, 
PORT. ‘ROPE’ $15,000 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 4 
Biz is down a bit this week at 
firstruns even though product ifs 
good. “Rope of Sand” and “Yes 
Sir, That's My Baby” look like the 
best bets. “Madam Bovary” and 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” are mild. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
—“That’s My Baby” (U) and “End 
of River” (U). Solid $11,000 or 
near. Last week, “Abbott-Costello 
Meet Killer” (U) and “Arctic Man- 
hunt” (U), $8,800. 
Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)-— 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) and 


“Wouldn't Want Be in Shoes” 
(Mono). Mild $5,000. Last week, 
legit show. 

Oriental (H-E) (2.000; 50-85)—~ 


“Rope of Sand” ‘Par) and “The 
Rustlers” (RKO), day-date with Or- 
pheum. Good $5,500. Last week. 
“Come to Stable” (20th) and “Air 
Hostess” (Col), sock $7.000. 
Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Rope of Sand” (Par) and “The 
Rustlers” (RKO), also Oriental. 
Fine $9,500. Last week, “Top O' 
Morning” (Par) and “Forgotten 
Women” (Mono) (2d wk), good 


Paramount (H-F) (3,400, 50-85)— 
“Come To Stable” (20th) and “Air 
Hostess” (Col) (2d wk). Good $6,- 
500. Last week, sock $11,000 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—-""Madam Bovary” (M-G) (2d 
wk-4 days). Mild $3,000. Last week, 
okay $7,300. 


‘Force’ Rugged $16,000 
Seattle; ‘Highway’ 5G 


Seattle, Oct. 4. 

Fifth Avenue is holding “Male 
War Bride” four days of the fifth 
week, and now goes on moveover 
to Blue Mouse. Outstanding cur- 
rently is “Task Force,” great at 
Orpheum. “Thieves’ Highway” at 
Paramount is very thin in 6 days, 
and won't stay longer. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877; 59-84)— 
“Dan Patch” (UA) and “Buffalo 
Bill Rides Again” ‘SG). Thin $4.- 
500 in 6 days, and pulled. Last 


(Continued on page 22) 


$7,000. 
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RAMOUNT SETS “IRMA WEEK’-—OCT. 10-16 


152 Key Engagements Will Celebrate It As 
152 Key CBS Radio Stations Plug 


fee HAL WALLIS production 


| © 



































New Yorkers are 
crowding the ta 
Paramount to Par 
enjoy its a 
“‘dazzlingoutpour- 
ings of mirth” 
(N. Y. Times) 
because ‘‘Irma’’ is 
‘‘as amusing be- lA 
fore the cameras 
as she is on Lae 
the kilocycles’’ ghd 
(N.Y. Journal- ae 
American). And + ge 
Variety, scanning 

other pre-release vp 
spots, reports it Hee 
‘Best in Denver” ~~ 
and ‘“Topping ; 
Chicago’! Pig 
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My Friend Irma” created by Cy Howard 
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US-Pix 


Import Situation in Arg. Stil 
Snafued: Hopes Pinned om Griffis sis, muses it 


Straits | 


Sam Burger’s Globe Trot 


| Samuel N. Burger, Metro’s for- 
|eign sales manager, planes off over 


|Philippines, Hong Kong, 





Buenos Aires, Sept. 27. #— 


Still another week gone and no 
word on import permits for U. 5S. 
film distributors in Buenos Aires. 
Meanwhile the stocks of material 
for release are at their lowest ebb 
and film fans must either seek 
other forms of entertainment or 
content themselves with the dis- 
appointing supply of Italian, other 
European or Argentine-made pic- 
tures currently showing at first- 
run houses. 

Film interests, as most 
U. S. business men in Argentina, 
are anxiously awaiting arrival of 
newly-appointed lL A mbassador 
Stanton Griffis It's hoped his 
onetime connection with Para- 
mount will impel him to aid the 
film industry, and that his repre- 
sentations in Argentine official 
circles will be more effective than 
his predecessor's. 

Not a solitary can of U. S. film 
material has entered Argentina 
since March and distribution of- 
fices are mulling need to shutter 
some of their more expensive 
agencies in cities in the interior. 
The small store of pictures not yet 
released by the more important 
distributors is being slowly eked 
out, with material already booked 
heing held over from week to week 
as long as the public shows the 
slightest interest 

One bright spot for U. S. dis- 
tributors during the week was the 
final inking of a new labor con- 
tract with the film workers’ union, 


as well 


granting 25°> wage increases all 
along the line. Terms were con- 
sidered highly favorab'e to them 


in these inflationary times, 
‘Fabiola,’ Italian Film 
Claimed Anti-Jewish, 
Now Okayed in Israel 


Tel Aviv, Sept. 20. 

“Fabiola.” Italian pic which was 
banned in Haifa on the eve of its 
public release, has now been re- 
licensed by the Board of Censors 
Investigations undertaken by the 
authorities have revealed that all 
letters of protest received had been 
signed with fictitious names and 
addresses. 

The film had been viewed and 
licensed before its presentation in 
Haifa was announced, but a flow of 
letters later reached the film Divi- 
sion of the Ministry of the Interior, 
protesting against the presentation. 
che writers explained that they 





Settlements, Indonesia, Thailand, 


. India, Egypt. Israel, South Africa, 
1,000 Mile Inter-Theatre ‘Portugal, Italy, France, Belgium 


Quiz Preems in S. Africa 2>¢ Germany. — 
Cape Town, Sept. 27. Metro exec will set both sales 

An inter-theatre quiz, claimed to policies and ad-pub campaigns for 
be the first of its kind in the world, the 1949-50 season. 
was held Sept. 21 between teams | 
on the stages of the Alhambra, 
Cape Town and the Coloseum, Jo- 
hannesburg. Theatres, 1,000 miles 
apart, were linked by telephone 
iand iine, with the outlets wired 
to the sound systems so that the 
audiences could hear the questions 
and the replies of each team. 

Quiz will be repeated as a week- 
ly event 


U.S. Canada Plugs 
Ease Pix Setup 


Washington, Oct. 4. | 

Canada was widely publicized on a local brewery, 
U. S. film sereens during the year Antantica Pulista. Company also 
ending March 31 last, according had a similar promotion deal with 
to tae first annual report of the | Xavier Cugat when the bandleader 





Ice Show, First Time for 
Brazil, Sock Boxoffice; 


Beer Promotion Tieup 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 20. 
Ice shows came to Brazil for the 
| first time when “Holiday on Ice” 
|recently opened in Sac Paulo. Now 
|here at the Coliseum, the unit is 
finding Rio solid boxoffice with 
weekly grosses in excess of $50,000. 





presented it was necessary to spend 
50G to rebuild the old Boxing 
Center and pump water from the 
bay for the rink. 

Helping the show is a tieup with 


Canadian Cooperation Project. The appeared here several months ago. | 


promotion in this country is help- Following “Holiday's” local stand, 
ing to prevent the Canadian gov- the outfit will go to Buenos aires 
ernment from placing restrictions and expects to return to the U. 8S. 
upon American films, explained by Christmas. Scale at the Coli- 
Nathan D. Golden, chief of the seum varies from $1.75 to $25. 


ture-photographic branch, today. JAP TOHO FILM BRASS. 
IN DRASTIC RESHUFFLE 





CCP estimated that 134 items con- 
cerning Canada were seen by al- 
most 1,000,000,000 filmgoers in the 
U. S.. Golden explained: 
“Initiated by the Bank of Ca-!| 


Before the blade spectable could be | 


Companhia| 


nada and undertaken by the Mo-| 
tion Picture Assn. of America in 
cooperation with the Canadian gov- 
ernment, the project was started 
as an experiment in an attempt 
to protect the industry against pos- 
sible restrictions arising out of 
Canada's shortage of U. S. dollars. 
It proved so successful that, be- 
fore the close of 1948, arrange- 
ments were made to place it on a 
more or less permanent basis.” 


COPA, LAST RIO FAMED 
CASINO, DOES EL FOLDO 


Rio de Janeiro, Sept. 20. 
Four yvears ago, when gambling 
was outlawed, the Urca, Quitan- 
dinha, Atantico and Icarahy casi- 
nos closed immediately. The Copa- 
cabana resisted all these years, 
leven though in the red. In the 





Tokyo, Sept. 27. 

Tetsuzo Watanabe, president of 
the Toho Motion Picture Co., who 
has been @nder fire from the com- 
pany union ever since last year’s 
disastrous Toho strike, which 
closed the studio for five months, 
resigned this week, along with all 
but one of the firm’s directors. 
Toho, once Japan's biggest mo- 
tion pic producer, hasn't turned 
out a film under its own label for 
more than a year. Company has 
kept its theatre chain going by re- 
leasing indie productions, many of 
them turned out in its own idle 
studios. 

Before their resignation, Toho 
| directors named Ukichi Yonemoto 
‘as the new president. Yonemoto, 
banker and financier of the Maru- 
ya Security Co., will probably ef- 
| fect a major reorganization to get 


| Toho out of the red. 





British Offer Complete TV 


Color 


System at 10; to Show in U. §. 





Filipino Radio Stations 
May’ Be Nationalized 


Manila, Sept. 27. 
Radio stations in the Philip- 
pines may be nationalized in ac- 
'ecordance with plans now under 
|consideration by the office of the 
people’s counsel of the Republic. 


Reasons advanced for consider- 
ing only the licensing of Philip- 
pine-owned stations are that (1), 
Allied-controlled establishments 
may influence the Filipino way of 
life; (2), Stations subsidized by 
foreign interests may manipulate 
trading in currencies and stocks 
and (3), Non-Filipino stations may 
be used to create monopolies for 
certain brands of merchandise to 
stifle competition. 


Banner Brazil Yr 
In Pix Production 


Rio de Janeirc, Sept. 20. 

Current year is a banner one for 
Brazilian film production. Some 
nine pictures have already been 
released and at least six more are 
scheduled for completion before 
|Jan. 1. Ordinarily only about 10 
|pix are made in Brazilian studios 
over a 12-month period. 
a shortage of raw stock, filmmak- 
ers predict that the production up- 
beat will continue next year, when 
more than 20 pictures are expected 
to go before the cameras. 


Healthy situation is largely due 
to the industry’s 1948 profits. 
While a top budget in Brazil once 
was $50,000, figure now runs 
,around $100,000 and up. Pixers 
are so eager to film their yarns 
that there is no studio space avail- 
able at the moment. Most produc- 
ers are impatiently waiting their 
turn, with each readying two or 
three pix for lensing. 

Among the more ambitious Bra- 
zilian films is David Serrador’s 
“Vendaval Maravilhoso” (“Marvel- 
ous Storm"), which is based on 
the life of poet Castros Alves. Di- 
recting a Portuguese cast, Leitao 





de Barros made half the pic in | 


Portugal, while the balance was 
shot in Brazil. Although budg- 
,eted at $100,000, the film's ulti- 
mate cost is expected to exceed 
/ $250,000. It's slated for 1949 re- 
lease. Also in the $250,000 budget 


Despite | 


+ London, Oct. 4. 

| A complete color TV system, the 
surprise of Radiolympia, which 
opened in London last Wednesday 
(28), is being offered for commer- 
cial use immediately. Its manu- 
facturers are prepared to sell a 
complete outfit, including trans- 
mission equipment cameras and a 
group of about five receivers for 
an all-in-all price of £25,000, 
equal to $70,000. 

A complete unit will be shipped 
by the manufacturers, Pye. Lid., 
to their Canadian organization, 
of Canada, Ltd., via the U. S., and 
it is hoped to demonstrate the 
system in New York while the 
gear is enroute to the Dominion. 


While the use of a colored TV 
system at the present time is nat- 
urally restricted, Pye is hopeful 
that there will be sufficient inter- 
|} est both in Britain, the Dominions 
and America to enable the equip- 
ment to be used for publicity and 
scientific purposes. Organizations 
or commercial concerns, who 
might regard color TV as an aid 
to their work, will be given the 
option of either outright purchase, 
or loan on reasonable rentai terms. 

The new color system demon- 
strated to the press prior to the 
opening of the exhibition, and now 
on view to the trade and public, 
can be compared in efficiency with 
the average color motion picture. 
It isn’t perfect, but it's a commer- 
cial proposition. 

With the BBC-TV studio dom- 
inating the show, the emphasis at 
Radiolympia is naturally on tele- 
vision, and apart from the new 
color exhibit, a complete range of 
home receivers varying in price 
from $100 to $1,400 are on display. 

According to official estimates 
given at the exhibition, it’s antici- 
pated that the number of TV home 
receivers will rise from the present 
200,000 to 500,000 by end of 1950. 
The impetus will come, it’s ex- 
pected, from the opening of the 
Midlands station before the end of 
this year, and the Northern sta- 
tion in Manchester sometime in 
1950. 


Ballerina Bounced For 
_ Nitery Guester; Loss To 
Paris May Be U. S. Gain 


| Paris, Sept. 27. 
The French ballet world is buzz- 
ing with inside stories on the 

| Yvette Chauvire case, and ultimate 





were D.P.'s who nad seen the f!m_ | good oid days night club operators 


bracket is “oO Guarany,” made in | result may be that what is Paris’ 


in Italy, and stated that “Fabiola” 
was full of missier-r” ~renaeanda 
and anti-Jewish spirit. The Rabbin- 
ate also intervened, and permission 
for the showing was temporarily 
suspended. 





Mex Flares Up at ‘Carson’ 
Mexico City, Oct. 4. 

Capacity audience, mostly stu- 
dents and soldiers, took such um- 
brage to “Kit Carson” (UA) during 
fis first exhibition at the Cine Va- 
riedades, big Puebla City cinema, 
that show was stopped and pic 
vanked. Claimed pic disparages 
the Mexican army and the Mexican 
flag as well as Mexicans in gen- 
eral, because “Carson” makes mis- 
conduct of Mexico responsible for 
her loss of California to the U. S. 

Officials ordered the pic sus- 
pended pending investigation. A 
student leader mounted the stage 
and told the applauding audience 
that “Carson” would never again 
be exhibited in Puebla City or 
Puebla state, of which it’s the cap- 
ital, and the national government 
would be urged to ban pic in 
Nexico. 

“Carson” booking for the Cine 
Constantino in Puebla City was 
cancelled. Pic had passed the 
Mexican censors in 1941. 





Ritchey’s Overseas 0.0. 


Norton V. Ritchey, prez of Mono- 
gram Internationa? Corp., planed 
to Europe yesterday ‘Tues.) to 
siudy the effects of the devaluation 
of the pound and other continental 
currencies on his company’s for- 
eign operations. 





Sam Seidelman, Eagle Lion for- 
eixn chief, left by piane Saturday 
‘l) on first leg of his Caribbean 
looksee. His first stop was Ha- 
Vana. Seidelman will visit all Cen- 
tral American offices during the 
five weeks he is away. 


—- ¥ 
‘used to have a deficit of over $10,-| Maas’ E. Europe Trek 

000 a week, but balanced this at Irving A. Maas, veepee and gen- 
the next door gambling tables. Re-| eral manager of the Motion Pic- 
ducing the budget to a minimum ture Export Assn., leaves New 
they managed somehow to square York late this month on a semi- 


Italy wiih a Portuguese-Brazilian- 
Italian cast. = 


WARNERS LEADS IN US. 





their books. waiting for better 
times to come. 

| Today (20) the Copa, the last of 
Rio's famed casinos, is closing. 
That leaves only a few night spots. 
Casablanca and Night and Day 
,/ have already changed management 
three or four times and are also 
threatened with closure. Corasio, 
Jequiti Vogue, Chez Aimee, 
Mone Carlo and a few other small 
casinos are deep in the red and 
drawing local habitues only when 
international attractions are added 
to their shrunken shows and ex- 
pensive cover charge. 


‘Austrian Tener Fined 
For Forging Pgm. Lists 


Vienna, Sept. 27. 

A fine of 5.000 Austrian schilling 
official bank rate, $500) was im- | 
posed by the AKM (Austrian Assn. 
of Authors, Composers and Music | 
Publishers) on publisher-lyricist- | 
composer Ferdinand Wilhelm Ge- 
bauer. Though the publications of | 
the latter are practically unknown | 
here, the case involved created 
much attention vebauer forged | 
the official programs of AKM. | 
AKM obliges pianists and orches- | 
tra leaders to hand in their pro- 
grams monthly. calculating after a 
correct point system the annual 
rovalities to its members. 

The accused confessed having 
persuaded various musicians to 
give him their programs and he 
filled them out himself. naturally 
marking down mostly his unknown 
compositions AKM announced 
that it is looking into similar inci- 
dents lately and will serutinize pro- 
grams more careful, ' 


-annual swing through the eastern 
European market. His itinerary 
‘includes Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
| Hungary, Bulgaria and Austria. 


Russia may also be visited by 
'Maas, “depending on further de- 
'velopments.” In addition, he hopes 
to take in Rumania despite inabil- 
ity to obtain a visa to that country. 
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Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Oct. 4. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (122). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (23). 
| “Brigadoon,” Majestic (25). 
| “Black Chiffon,” West (23), 
“Daphne,” Wyndham (28). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx (10). 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. (12). 
“French Without Tears,” V. (16). 
“Harvey.” Prince of Wales (40). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (36). 
“Her Excellency,” Saville (15). 
“lee Vogues,” Stoll (12). 
“King's Rhapsody,” Palace (3). 
“Lady's Burning,” Globe (22). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (28). 
“Love Albania,” St. James (12). 
“Male Animal,” New (15). 
“Master of Aris,” Strand (5). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (122). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (18). 
“One Wi'd Oat.” Garrick (44). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (20). 
. “Summerday's Dream,” St. Mart 
“Third Visitor,” York's (17). 
“Tobacee Road,” Playhouse (8). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal (130) 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi (12). 
“Treasure Hunt,” Apollo (3). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (69) 
“Worm's View.” Whitehall (128 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (12). 





PIX IMPORTS IN ITALY 


Rome, Sept. 27. 
Warners is leading U. S. film 
/companies in the number of pix 
| imported into Italy for the 1949-50 





| season. Company has 32 pictures | 


here, with Metro next with 30 and 
20th-Fox following with 27. War- 
ners headed the list last season 
(1948-49) with 40 films being 
_shown here. 20th was in second 
piace with 34 pix and Metro was 
i behind with 33. 

Local producing outfit. CEIAD, 
topped the list in 1947-48 with 43 
pictures getting play-dates here. 
| RKO followed with 35 and Uni- 
versal with 27. 


Rio Studio in 1506 Fire; 
_ Megger’s Second Mishap 


Rio de Janiero, Sept. 20. 
A loss of $150,000 in film and 
studio equipment was suffered 
when the negative of Raul Roul- 
ien’s recently completed picture, 
“Jangada,” went up in flames. 
_ Roulien, Brazilian-born former 
Hollywood actor, was cutting the 
film when the mishap occurred. 
Nelson Schultz, pic’s editor and 
lenser, M. Jako received ist and | 
2nd degree burns in trying to save 
the negatives. Neither the picture 
nor the Pan-Filme Studios. where 
the accident took place, were in- 
sured. 

This is the second of Roulien’s 
pictures to be involved in fires. In 





1939 his production of “Azas do 
Brasil caught fire during the 
shooting of the final scene, com- 


pletely demolishing the Sonofilms 


agement 
measure,” has 


| pearance wasn't the 
|for the ban or Mile. Chauvire tak- 
ing a year off. Leading dancer of 


‘loss is the U. S.’s gain. Mile. Chau- 
| vire, prima ballerina of the Paris 

Opera House Ballet, was suspend- 
led Sept. 22 for eight days, on the 
|claim that she danced at a Riviera 
night club “like a music hall 
_ artist.” 
| Her contract is up Oct. 1 (hence 
'the eight-day suspension), and it's 
‘not being renewed, with the dancer 
having requested a year’s leave of 
absence. There is talk here that 
she may go to the U. S. to dance 
with the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo. She appeared in N. Y. last 
season with the Paris Opera House 
Baliet, and though the company re- 
ceived poor notices, the dancer 
herself got rave reviews. 

The suspension, unprecedented 
in French ballet, which the man- 
called “a_ disciplinary 
stirred+ dance cir- 
cles, who feel the night club ap- 
real reason 


the company, she guested in Lon- 
don in August with a “Stars of 
the Ballet” program, this time also 
without director Georges Hirsch's 
permission. But there was no sus- 
pension then. 

The most plausible reason given 
for the break between the Opera 
House and its leading dancer is the 
jealousy of another ballerina, who 
is the protege of a highly-placed 
French government official. It is 
reported these two have eased 
Mi's. Chauvire out. 


Lasky, Jr., Scripts ‘Thief’ 
Rome, Sept. 27. 

Venezia Films will make “The 
Thief of Venice” in Italy, starring 
Marjia Montez and Paul Chris- 
tian. Jesse Lasky, Jr.. has been 
in Rome the past few months 
readying the story. which will be 





directed by John Brahm. 


Venezia Films is headed by Nat 


Studies where it was being lensed. Wachsberger. 
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Plan Firstrun Bookings for Brit. Pix 
On Loosely-Knit N. Y. Nabe Circuit 





An attempt to set up a loosely-+— 


knit circuit of indie houses in met- | 
ropolitan New York and other 
large cities to play quality British | 
pix, first-run nabe, is being mapped | 
by William J. Heineman, Eagle | 
Lion’s distribution veepee. Heine- | 
man is looking for a particularly 
strong Anglo film to lead off the 
experiment. He will use “Quar- 
tet.” J. Arthur Rank’'s adaptation 
of four short stories by Somerset 
Maugham, if it does get 


Loew’s or RKO circuit booking 


nol a 

Heineman’'s scheme calls for slot- 
ting the pioneering pic in 50-75 
indie houses for day-and-date runs 
EL and the exhibs would then chip 
in for one giant cooperative ad in 
the New York dailies listing all 
the houses 

Plan is already in effect in Phila- 
delphia where EL has skirted the 
Warner Bros.’ circuit for “Quartet” 
in favor of indies. After a down- 


town first-run, “Quartet” is open- 
ing in 18 local houses day-and- 
date. 

Heineman’s plan is aimed at 


commercial houses which afford an 
opportunity of mass bookings ra- 
ther than art theatres. More im- 
portant of the latter will continue 
getting the first-run play in the 
Times Sq. sector 


$10,204,000 Admish 
Tax for 9 Major Cities 


Washington, Oct. 4. 

An admissions tax — including 
admissions picture theatres— 
brought nine of the nation’s larg- 
est cities a fat $10,204,000 last 
year, reports the U. S. Bureau of 
Census. The taxes were kept low 
because of the Federal 20% bite, 
but this indicates what would like- 
ly happen in the event the Gov- 
ernment tax were to be discarded. 

Philadelphia led the parade with 
$4,297,000 of revenue. Others 
were: Chicago, $2,018,000; Cleve- 
land, $614.000; Pittsburgh, $1.590,- 
000; St. Louis, $225,000; New 
Orleans. $448,000; Cincinnati, 
$322,000: Seattle, $535,000; and 
Columbus, $155,000. 

None of the other 37 largest 
cities in the country has an ad- 
missions tax at this time. 


U-I PLENTY BUSY 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
Universal-International’s cutting 
rooms are working at top speed 
for the year. 
Seven film editors are busy on 
14 productions. 


| LB. Mayer | 
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his common stock Holdings to a 
high of 67,.63i shares. 

Additionally, Yates holds a block 
of 1,000 shares of Rep preferred. 

Jack Cohn made a gift of 500 
shares of Columbia Pictures no par 
common, but report is that he still 
held on to 48568. At the same 
time, Cohn bought 200 shares of 
the stock for a trust account which 
he controls. .This account now has 
19,357 shares. 

Herman Rifkin, Monogram of. 
ficer and director, purchased 500 
shares of his firm's $1 par com- 
mon, upping his bundle to 17,085 
shares. He also has an interest 
in Monogram Pictures, Inc. which 
owns 11,825 shares of Monogram 
common. Alexander Frieder 
bought 100 shares of Republic 50c 
common and also reported an in- 
terest in 27 shares owned in the 
name of Frieder Bros. There are 
similar holdings of Republic's $1 
cumulative preferred. 

Jay Emanuel added 500 shares 
of Translux $1 common to the 
7.500 he had owned previously. On 
behalf of a partnership in which 
he is interested. Herbert E. Herr- 
man. also a Translux director. 
200. In July another di- 
rector, Jacob Starr, upped his to- 
tal to 3.500 shares via the acquisi- 
tion of 500 shares. 

Walter A. Buck reported to SEC 
that he and his wife jointly bought 
100 shares of RCA no par common. 
Joseph Iglehart, director of Colum- 
bia Broadcasting System, bought 
200 shares of CBS $2.50 par Class 
B common during the month. Now 

e has 600 shares of that stock. 
plus 2.600 shares of the Class A 
common. 


'York’s Film Center building 


Sureseater Spread 

Rally currently being regis- 
tered by British films in the 
U. S. is showing up in a rapid 
growth of art houses featuring 
firstruns of these pix. Those 
attesting to the comeback 
point to the Los Angeles situa- 
tion as a prime illustration. In 
12 months, it said, L. A.’s 
sureseater operations have ex- 


is 


panded froii three houses to 
13 

Original trio were the 
Laurel, Esquire and Studio. 
joining these now are Fox- 
West Coast's Fine Arts: Mar- 
cal, Piefai Ucland. Arling- 


ton. Congress and Sunset. On 
Oct. 20. Beverly Canon, New 
Paris Hollywood and Art Vista 
will switch with day-and-date 
openings of J. Arthur Rank’s 
“Passport to Pimlico.” 


Ray Bolger Sues RKO 
For 756; Action May 
Set Legal Precedents 


Oct. 4 
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Los Angeles. 

Rav Bolger filed <= 
suit against RKO in Federal court, 
asking $75,000 on charges of breach 
of contract and unfair competition. 
Action involves a dance sequence 
once performed by Bolger for 
“Four Jacks and a Jill” and in- 
corporated eight years later in 
“Make Mine Laughs.” His two- 
picture contract with RKO closed 
with “Four Jacks.” 

Studio lawyers are watching the 
case closely as a test of the Lan- 
ham Act, which prohibits any act 
contrary to commercial good faith. 
It was ratified by’ the Government 
two years ago as a protective meas- 
ure for U. S. nationals in Pan- 
American countries, and it also ap- 
plies to this country In addition, 
the case may have an effect on re- 
issues and the resale of pictures 
for television 


N.Y. FILM CENTER BLDG. 


REFINANCED BY INS. CO. 


Housing personne! 
RKO, Paramount, 
National Screen 


from Metro, 
Universal and 
Service, New 


been refinanced with a first mort- 
gage loan of $1,500,000 for 15 


years from the Prudential Insur- 


ance Co. of America. Built in '9?9, 


the property was initially financed | 


by S. W. Strauss with a bond issue 
of $2,200,000. 

According to the Samuel Kron- 
sky Co., broker on the current deal, 
the original bondholders are _ re- 
ceiving full payment together with 
accrued interest. 


Warn’s Westrex Shift 


With Westrex Corp. assuming 
the motion picture activities of the 
ERP Division of Western Electric 
Co. as of Saturday (1), R. E. Warn 
has been named manager of the 
former company's new Hollywood 
division. He joined ERPI in 1928 
and last vear became Westrex’'s en- 
gineering chief 

Another new 
Perry Shean. 
New York, he'll supervise the tech- 
nical work of Westrex’'s theatre re- 
producing equipment. 





Coast staffer is 
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RKO Divorce Inside Stuft—Pictures 


Continued from page 5 Despite a gloomier foreign market due to global currency devalua- 
will apply to the company’s own tion, scripters as yet haven't been affected. Some 512 scribes are now 
circuit as of the original November | toiling in the industry according to an.announcement made in Holly- 
date. At that time, company must wood last week by the Screen Writers’ Guild. Total represents a 20% 
‘treat its chain at arms’ length, giv- | boost over the 428 registered as employed on Jan. 10, 1948. 

| ing it no better break than its com- Breakdown shows that 217 writers are grinding out yarns for the 






| petitors. | eight majors while 170 more are laboring for the independents. Some 
| 4 Formal application to the 45 are working in the documentary and TV fields, writer-producers and 
three-judge New York Federal | writer-directors account for another 47, and 33 writers are employed in 


court for approval will be made in | miscellaneous capacities. Metro has the most scribes with 44. 20th- 
a matter of three or four days. | Fox follows with 41, Warners 28, Columbia 26, Paramount and RKO 22 
RKO’'s order extending the time is each, Universal-International 21, and Republic 13. 

already prepared. No public hear- —_——— 

ing is likely on the application, 


Warner Bros. is holding a unique simultaneous three-language preem 
of its special short, “For All the World’s Children,” at the United 
Nations Lake Success, N. Y.. headquarters today (Wed) Thice-recier 
will be run off with the English commentary heard in the conventional 
manner while the French and Spanish sound tracks will be transmitted 
through earphones for delegates from non-English-speaking parts of the 
world. Film was produced by 10 Warner Pathe newsreel camera crews 
in 17 countries as a Warner public service feature. It was written and 
produced by Alfred Butterfield, newsreel’s editor-in-chief with WiI- 
liam K. McClure, chief European correspondent, as principal camera- 
man and director. 


Odlum and Hughes are said to 
be feuding over the validity of an 
offer made several months back 
for Hughes’ stock interest in the 
circuit by a syndicate headed by 
Stanley Meyer, Matty Fox and Cliff 
| Work. Under the terms of the 
| Odlum option, the Atias Corp. head 
| has the right to meet a legitimate 
‘offer within 10 days. Hughes gave 
,Odlum notice but the latter re- 
fused to make a counterproposal 
claiming the bid was not 
up-and-up. 

Reportedly, when the Hughes 
time expires, Odlum will seek to 
pick up the Hughes stock at a price 


Columbia University Film Society tomorrow (Thursday) inaugurates 
a series of once-a-week screenings of “exceptional” films produced in 
on the some 12 countries. Tagged “The Achievement of Fitm,” the celluloid 
anthology will be shown for a four-month period at Columbia's Mc- 
Millin theatre. Opening program includes an American-made cartoon, 
“Brotherhood of Man,” a British documentary, “Night Mail.’ and a 
French full-length feature. “Poil de Carotte.” An affiliate of Columbia 


of $4,500,000 under his option. University Educational Films, the film society is “devoted to the ad- 
This date. however. is stalled be- VYancement of the art of communication through the use of motion 
cause Hughes has freedom of ac- pictures.” 

tion until the time the stock is anenamana 

ivailea on any rocognized stock ex- 1 


After a month’ =g-battle. United Artists finally won out last week 
change. ‘Bhat contingency has NOW and got acceptance from the King Bros. and director Joseph Lewis on 
been postponed six months. a new title for their “Gun Crazy.” Moniker hereafter will be “Deadly 
As for the theatre partnerships, Is the Female.” Producers and director were adamant against a switch 
no difficulty is expected in securing | during week after week of arguing by UA. They said they liked “Gun 
required extensions. Government Crazy” and, in addition, had spent a good deal publicizing the tag. UA 
has already approved one which | claimed it sounded too much like a minor hoss-opry and insisted on 
gave RKO nine months instead of something “bigger.” 
three to end its ties with Loew’s 
in Denver. | 











nes a ne 
Although there is a likelihood 3 
that RKO may have to bring suit UA q New Bankroll 
against certain of its partners, 
notably Walter Reade. the major E= Continued from page 3 














will probably secure at least one 
extension before throwing the dis- 
solutions into the hands of the 
court. 


Final approval by the court of 


being the company’s dealings with 
indie producers. 

The coin of co-owners Mary 
Pickford and Charles Chaplin is 
not involved nor are they in any 


the extension this week or next is ,. seees 
: - way committting collateral to get 
expected to galvanize Hughes into the fund for UA * eon be eatin 


new activity in seeking a purchaser | ¢atively stated. Money is comin 
of his theatre stock. RKOer sud- from private sources through : 
denly called off his dickerings with jvctem of participations and lim- 
Meyer et al. when he decided in jteq guarantees , 

favor of seeking an extension. La Not directly recpencibie, but 
syndicate expects to renew negotia- - : . —_ pi 
tions following the court approval. yy ~ — — to set 
Other potential buyers including pa aaah chamten @ y ae die ~d 


tic distribution departinent recent- 
ly. Last week was the 13th in 
succession that it exceeded 
$400,000 in billings. That is higher 
than they have averaged in years 
and, with costs lower, means an 
operating profit of better than 
$25,000 a week or $1,250,000 a 
year. 


figure was accepted. Pic was made 
in England by Gregory Ratoff in 
a deal with Sir Alexander Korda 
and stars Myrna Loy, Peggy Cum- 
mins and Richard Greene. Small 
obtained distribution rights via 
an advance to Ratoff. 


| Par Distrib | 











summer grosses were short of the 
profit side of the ledger. 


Par now reports a strong rally 
during September which hoisted 
its distrib billings above the $1.- 
000,000 weekly take for a straight 
four weeks. Included was Para- 
mount week when the company 
traditionally works ur neak bill- 
ings and bookings. Schwalberg is 
now driving in an effort to hold 
the gains at the $1,000,000 weekly 
level which would represent a top 
showing for a major company. 

September gain represents a 
boost of 15°-20° over last year, 
Paramount spokesman said. Pri- 
vately, however, opinion is voiced 
that the company, as well as other 
distribs, must get a bigger share of 
the take on the middle-of-the-road 
pix if consistently profitable opera- 


Continued from page % 


Malcolm Kingsberg, head of RKO 
theatres, are also waiting this step. 





Skouras-Zanuck 


=m continued from page 3 





to meet the lower value of foreign 
currency, the burden lies squarely | 
on the — studios. What steps | 
Skouras and Zanuck will take have | 
yet to be determined but it’s ex- partment is still a drain on the 
pected that they'll press for a gen- company and taking a considerable 
eral tightening up while striving, bite out of domestic profits. Be- 
to maintain picture quality. Zam- cause of the nature of UA's indie 
/uck previously explained that de-| producer setup, it can’t take the 
valuation would mean no cutback same advantage of opportunities 
in 20th’s ambitious foreign produc- for deals and use of frozen funds 
tion plans, since the company has that the majors can. Arthur W. 
always had to match with Ameri- Kelly, exec v.p., went to Europe 


Foreign Drain Persists 
Unfortunately, the foreign de- 


can dollars the frozen currency jast week in a further effort to “MS are assured after the theatre 
used in lensing abroad. bring into balance UA’s foreign chain goes its separate way. 
Skeuras stopped over in Denver  pjz Meet must also study .selling 


en route to the Coast for talks with policy on Par’s two upcoming 


Domestic billings have been run- 





F. H. Ricketson, prez of Fox-Inter- ,. prime entries, “The Heiress” and 
mountain Theatres. He is ex- $435 —- o- J. and “Samson and Delilah.” As for the 
pected back at the homeoffice Viere around eanecee” Mae tribe. latter, while the consent decree 
early next week. tion f po gh an eg mates “bars arbitrary boosting of admis- 
lon fees are average 27!2% or a ion scales, Paramounters feel that 

little better, which means the com- size and spectacular nature of the 

Hold Quality, Cut Costs pany's share of the billings take is pic would make upped admissions 

Hollywood, Oct. 4. $115,000. Expenses vary between pe - 


profitable for both exhibs and the 





Deni 
| epinet 
Continued from pags 5 =—— 
coenclaves of the Motion Picture 
Industry Council of Canada in Ot- 
tawa, Oct. 11. probably at the Pa- 
cific Coast Conterence of Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners in Sun 
Valley, Idaho, Oct. 14-17, and at 
the Independent ‘neatre Owners 
of Mississippi, Arkansas and Ten- 
nessee in Mempiis, Oct. 19 
Depinet will be accompanied to 
the Allied session by Leon J. Bam- 
berger, RKO exhib relations chief. 
Bamberger will also talk at the 
Memphis exhib meeting at which 
Harmon is slated to appear. He'll 
plug the public relations aspect of 
the Children’s Film Library set up 
by the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America in cooperation with dis- 


iribs to provide prints for moppet 
showings. 











| 


There are oniy two kinds of pic- $70,000 and $75,000, depending 
tures today—those that do busi- UPOM advertising participations 
ness and those that don’t. There #24 other factors. 
is no such thing as a “get-by” pic- Major portion of the income dur- 
ture any more. That was part of ing the past 13 weeks has been 
the dictum laid down by Darryl F. produced by three films—Stanlev 
Zanuck, 20th-Fox studio chief, Kramer's “Home of the Brave” and 
after 10 weeks of observation in “Champion” and the Nassour 
European film fields. Bros.” Abbott & Costello-starrer 

Studios here. he added, must “Africa Screams.” 
maintain top quality, although it is One of the top factors infiluenc- 
necessary to reduce production ing the UA profit situation has 
costs as a result of devaluation of been Sears’ insistence in the past 
currencies abroad. “Hollywood- few years on higher distribution 
made films, “he declared, “are keep- fees. Where they once were 25°; 
ing the theatres of the world open, Sears even now is turning down 
particularly in England. Ten per deals at 27'2° and is demanding 
cent, or less, of the annual prod- and getting 30°7. Company claims 


company. Considerable talking on 
the problem is scheduled. 






‘Festival’ Plan 


Continued from page 3 = 





trib in a buildup of big upcoming 
releases. 

For the drive, Jameyson has in- 
structed his aides to be careful on 
the type of pix booked. Only film 
suitable for family trade are get- 
ting the nod. Crime, sex and biood- 
and-thunder features tre being by- 
passed, in line with the circuit's 


big bally that “films are the most 
uct of the British can hold its own its actual cost is about 27°. wholesome entertainment tor the 
in grosses in the British Empire. On one of its most recent distri- entire family.” 

but 90° of the American product bution deals, that with Edward Pinanski, who heads TOA, has 
will outgross British-made films. Small for “If This Be Sin,” it is announced a film festival which 


Therefore it is necessary to keep getting 32'2%. Since Sears is de- 
the quality of our pictures high so manding 30° for domestic pix and 
that weecan hold onto the exhibi- 35° for foreign, it was finally 
tors we have won in the open com- agreed that “Sin” fell somewhere 
petitive world market.” in between and so the compromise 


will feature the top productions of 
all companies. His circuit covers 
a good part of New England. He 
is adapting Sullivan's national 
plan on a local basis. 
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‘Lawyers’ 


be noticable in the reduction of 
suits. Nevertheless, attorneys on 
both sides of the fence fee! that 
the good will engendered among 
all branches of the industry there 
is having its effect. That is to 
cause exhibs who have been think- 
ing of suing to take a try at talk- 
ing things over with the distrib. 
l.atter, in his turn, is a little more 
willing to give way in an argu 
ment. Result is amicable settle 
ment of disputes before the partic 
ipants get rough with each other 

if the Chi meeting and whatever 


permanent organization results 
from it does make the industry 
any less of a “lawyer's paradise 
it will have served at least one 
of the purposes that the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America saw tor 


suggesting it. MPAA had hoped 
for just such a result and perhaps 
even further developments along 
the same line if and when an all- 
industry organization progresses to 
the point of also taking up trade 
practices. Chi meet was primarily 
a public relations session, with 
trade practice discussions out- 
jawed. Intra-industry relations 
however, were an integral part of 
the discussion there, since it was 
realized that an improved attitude 
toward each other among the va 
rious segments of the industry must 
be a prelude to better acceptance 
of films by the public. 

Trade nractices set up under 
court order as a result of the in 
dustry anti-trust suit and the many 
individual suits are largely ac 
counting for a decline in recent 
filings, attorneys think. Pattern 
has been so laid out by the courts 
that a distrib can pretty well keep 
out of trouple by paying attention 
to his attorney. As a result, while 
there may be diminution of the 
“lawyer's paradise” so far as court 
trials are concerned, the company 
counsel has become more impor- 
tant than ever. There are few 
moves now made by any distrib 
without consultation with the legal- 
ites. By following patterns set by 
the courts, distrib leaves little 
room for an exhib to sue—except, 
of course, in situations of inter- 
pretation, which will always exist. 

Divorcement is expected to 


TT 2 
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Paradise’ 


bring even less reason for indie 
litigation, although there are re- 
ports of a number of suits being 
readied for filing by partnership 
houses against the major chains 
with which they were formerly af- 
filiated. However, it is pointed out 
by the lawyers, any industry that 
goes through Dept. of Justice anti- 
trust proceedings can be expected 
to face a barrage of individual 
actions based on the D. of J. com- 
plaint. The industry has now gone 
through that period and reduction 
of litigation should naturally fol 
low. 





- Ainsworth’s Pitch 


| 
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p.r. job. “How can Columbia do 
this?’, Ainsworth asks and then 
answers. “By selling the picture on 
a basis that will enable every ex- 
hibitor, no matter how large or 
how small, to show it at an admis- 
sion price that will be within the 
reach of those in all walks of life, 
and still make a legitimate profit 
for both Columbia and the exhibi- 
tor.” 

“Columbia has a chance to lead 
the way in this picture,” Ainsworth 
sums up. “We hope they will take 
advantage of this rare opportunity. 
In other words, instead of a large 
number of contracts at exorbitant 
percentages and high admission 
prices, a much greater number of 
contracts on a live and let live 
policy. Columbia has a chance to 
create good wiil with the public 
and the exhibitors, and still show 
a healthy profit for itself.” 


Stiff ‘Jolson’ Terms 
Minneapoils, Oct. 4. 

Columbia is asking the stiffest 
terms ever sought for a non-road 
show picture on “Jolson Sings 
Again” in this territory. Even Min- 
nesota Amus. Co. ‘Paramount the- 
atre circuit) is balking at 60°% per- 
centage demand though film is 
socko at 95c top in RKO-Pan here. 
Harry B. French, Minnesota Amus 
prexy, made no effort to buy pic- 
ture for big Northwest circuit. Co- 
lumbia is apparently showing no 
anxiety about selling it. 
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A. C. CARBON ARC SPOTLIGHT 


white spot. 
length lens system. 


ience outlet. 


Produces a steady, sharp, uniformly illuminated snow- 
Silvered glass reflector and two-element variable focal 


Draws only 10 amperes from any 110-volt A.C. conven- 
Adjustable, self-regulating transformer, an 
integral part of the base, makes the use of heavy rotat- 
ing equipment unnecessary. 


Easily operated. Automatic are contro! maintains con- 
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Release Setup 
Looks for Snarl Via 
Oriental Takeover 


Chicago, Oct. 4. 
Chicago system of release, al- 
ready in an uprooted setup, looks 
for an additional shock if the pro- 


jected takeover of the Oriental | 
theatre by the Booth Theatre 
Management Corp. is accom- 
plished. 


Lessor, Doubleby Corp., which 
is controlled by Randolph Bohrer 
and L. H. Barkhausen, and its sub- 
sidiary operating firm, Oriental 
Theatre Corp., has had the Essa- 
ness theatre circuit as manager of 
the spot for the last three years. 
Members of the Oriental Theatre 
management board of directors 
held an election last June which 
removed Eddie Silverman, head of 
Essaness. from the board, along 
with his associates. Silverman 
claims that he holds 50% of the 
stock and the election is there- 
fore void. 

Doubleby officials assert they 
own 54°%. Latter are asking, 
through court suit, return of stock 
from Essaness topper and his co- 
horts on general grounds of non 
“fair consideration offered” for 
shares According to Doubleby, 
Essaness was notified of cancella- 
tion of verbal contract 90 days ago, 
with house being run since then 
on day-to-day basis. 

Officials of Booth firm at dead- 
line of 90 days, Friday (30), tried 
to take over house twice that day, 
but were refused admittance with 
guards hovering in the lobby and 
backstage. It is expected that Dou- 


bleby will go into court and ask 
for a dispossess. Essaness will 
make some countermove, with 


whole situation expected to flare 
forth in court battle 

If the Booth is the winner, it 
will, for the present, continue the 
same policy of major pix and 
vaude. However, it may attempt 
to turn location into a straight film 
house, in which case it will be in 
top position as far as product goes, 
since it is not affected by Jack- 
son Park decree and, with larger 
seating capacity, 3,400, could out- 
bid all other Loop locations. 

As is, it gets most top releases, 
except those going into sister 
house, Woods, and few that get into 
B&K flagship, Chicago. are mostly 
Warner and Paramount issues. 
However, if under new hands, it 
negotiates for crack product, 
Woods, only a 1,073-seater, could 
not offer high enough terms 
against such competition. 


Federal Reserve Short 





| Being Made Near Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Oct. 4. 
| Federal Reserve Bank system 


| has employed Reid H. Ray Film 


| Industries here to produce a film 
|short for members of system at) 


cost of $40,000. It would be ex- 
hibited in theatres and schools and 
| before civic bodies, and possibly 
|} over TV. Through medium of high- 
school boy-girl romance short ex- 
plains system's workings. 

| Bank’s board of governors is de- 
fraying half of cost and assessing 
balance against members. Profes- 
‘sional Hollywood and New York 
talent, with top salary of $750 for 
week's work going to John Gal- 
laudet. Other principals include 
Roy Walling, New York actor-play- 
wright, who wrote the script; Blair 
Davies and Susan Thorne. Exter- 
iors and interiors are being shot 


in and about First National Bank | 


| fresh meats 


for the first time. FRESH (not tinned) 
FOODS shipped to Great Britain 
with our guarantee of SAFE DELIVERY 
or your money refunded, 


at Anoka, Minneapolis suburb. 
Bank employees and localites are 
being used for minor roles. Reid 
H. Ray is directing. 

Federal Reserve System claims 
to be pioneer in this sort of doe- 
umentary picture. Will be ready 
for release Nov. 15. A€vent of 
television making for wider distri- 
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Millen said. Rathvon’s consulting 
services will be paid by some sort 
of fee, he added, which has not 
yet been worked out. “So far he 
hasn't gotten one cent.” EL topper 
noted that Rathvon is a close 
friend of Robert R. Young, con- 


trolling stockholder of Pathe In- 
parent company, | 
and that relations have been on a, 
personal level. “In our association, | 


dustries, EL’s 


we're feeling our way slowly.” 

Both Rathvon and MacMillen 
are in agreement that EL should 
not back any film project unless 
the producer has some money of 
his own in the venture. For these 
ventures, MacMillen intimated that 
EL still has plenty of coin left out 
of the $1,250,000 or so raised from 
backers of the company. Further 
money is available from the same 
sources, MacMillen said. Moreover, 
company can use the fund as 
either first or risk money. 


Of the five pix recently an- 
nounced as new releasing fodder 
for the company, EL is backing 
only two being made by Ventura 
Pictures Corp., headed by Frank 
Melford and John Rawlins. EL is 
putting in 60° of the nut on these 
pix and taking the position of the 
bank, MacMillen disclosed. De- 
pending on casting, budget of each 
will probably be around $200,000 
apiece. 

Plenty of Deals Cooking 

There are plenty of producers 
and money kicking around in Hol- 
Ivwood looking for partners and 
distrib outlets, according to Mac- 
Millen. “You would be amazed at 
how many producers come up with 
$100,000 of their own or someone 
else’s money and a film idea,”’ Mac- 
Millen said. “There has been an 
avalanche of proposals made to 
both me and Rathvon. Rathvon, 
for instance, is- now looking into 
10 more package deals.” 


“Of course, you can forget 50% 
of* them after one interview,” he 
said. “As for the other 50%, you 
may wind up with one deal out 
of 10.” 

EL does not need a deal today 
along the lines of the one recently 
discussed with indie producer Ed- 


EL’s Production Return 


from page 5 


ward Small, MacMillen stated. 
That proposal called for Small to 
take over production and come 
into the company as a partner. 
“But if a promising proposition 
came along in the future, we stil] 
would talk it over,” MacMillen 
added. “We've talked with a few 
preaucers fairly recently.” 


EL still has an undrawn balance 
on a revolving fund set up by the 
First National Bank of Boston. 
However, it prefers to work on its 
present basis, using the coin put 
up by its backers. 








More Stars 
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has afforded the major companies 


to cement relations with news- 
paper and radio columnists. Each 
star junketing around the theatres 
has been accompanied by a col- 
umnist to introduce him to the au- 
diences, both for the name value 
of the columnists and to preclude 
the stars’ having to walk on cold 
Newspaper and radio men, of 
course, are paid. 

Jack Lacey, disk jockey of 
WINS, N. Y. indie radio station, 
first accompanied Jolson. N. Y. 
Daily News columnist Ed Sullivan 
accompanied Miss Crain; N. Y 


Post nitery editor Earl Wilson 
went alang with Lundigan: Martin 
Starr. WINS radio editor accom- 


panied Miss Waters; and John Mc- 
Clain, N. Y. Sun columnist, is in- 
troducing Bogart to the metropoli- 
tan theatre audiences. 

Pattern of the New 
is differing widely from the p.a. 
promotions in other large cities. 
In the latter places, the stars usual- 
ly make a single appearance at 
the theatre where their films are 
opening with no attempt to satu- 
rate the city. Reason is that the 
impact of a pic on Broadway is 
considered of major importance in 
mapping out selling and advertis- 
ing campaigns in other cities. It's 
not considered possible, moreover, 
to put the stars in other localities 
through the whirlwind pace _ re- 


York tours 





quired by the New York junkets. 
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ENGLAND 


Or any part of Europe? 
Let us solve your feed preblem. 


theatrical 


and film colony abroad with all 


their food requirements. 





Shipped anywhere in the world. 


Order from our carefully prepared 


selections or specify the foods you 


want and we'll do the rest. 


bution, enhances value of this sort | 
of film and influenced Federal Re- | 
serve Bank system to make this | 
second film, initial one having | 
been produced in 1935. 


overseas food pareels 


A very trying food situation still exists 
in Europe and Great Britain. You will want 


stant arc gap, free from hiss or flicker. A trim of carbons 
burns one hour and 20 minutes at 21 volts and 45 am- 


peres. 
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Clips from 
NEW YORK 
Realart Pictures holds second 


annua! sales convention Oct. 25- 


at Hotel Warwick. Forthcoming 
season's releases will be = an- 
nounced. 


David Palfreyman, former ex- 
hibitor relations chief for the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, into 


theatre biz in his home town of 
Angola, Ind He has gone into 
partnership with a local exhib and 
they plan building a new house 
there. Palfreyman, who made his 
honie ii Washington during the 
most recent of his 20 years with 
the MPAA. is in the process of 


moving his family back to Angola 


Gene Tunick named Indianapolis 
branch manager for Eagle Lion in 
a shift from his prior chore as 
sales manager of N. Y. branch. He 
replaces Gordon Craddock, who 
will work out of the Dalias ex- 
change on orders of his doctor 

Metro's three-day sales conclave 
has been advanced to Thursday 
(13) from its original Oct. 17 start- 
ing point by distribution veepee 
William F. Rodgers. With all di- 
vision and branch managers slated 
to attend, date was moved up to 
permit 12 field staffers to sit in 
before heading for Europe on a 
one-month visit to foreign officers 
with the tab picked up by the com- 
pany. Sziling date for the junket- 
eers is now set fur Oct. 17 when 
they will embark for Naples 
aboard the S. S. Atlantic. 

Jay M. Goldberg, free-lance 
scribe, joined his father, Lee L. 
Goldberg, Realart franchise holder 
for Cincinnati and Indianapolis, 
in executive capacity. 

Jules Fields winds up special ex- 
ploitation-publicity job for pro- 
ducer Lester Cowan this week. He 
set “GI Joe” openings in 23 Pennsy 
towns last week for the Eagle Lion 
reissue and has also been working 
on Cowan's “Love Happy” via 
United Artists. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Two lower loop houses, Crystal 
and Loop, under same ownership, 
now triple featur™g and indie ex- 
hibitor circles are peeved. 

Eddie Ruben and Joe Floyd 
starting construction of new drive- 
in at Grand Forks, N. D. 

Although indications are the 
house may not have more than a 
total of six weeks of legit shows 
all season, Lyceugh abandoned its 
28-day picture policy for the pres- 
ent. Policy was instituted with the 
idea of filling the empty time with 
films. 

Angry because virtual attain- 
ment of its goal has brought higher 
film rentals and because competi- 
tive bidding persists despite its 
blasts against it, 
North Central Allied members 
have announced their intention to 
quit the independent exhibitors’ 
organization. 


Local independent neighborhood 


and suburban exhibs continue to 
fight for earlier clearance over 
each other. Another house, the 
Nile, owned by Volk Bros., has 











| New York Theatres 




















RICHARD VALENTINA Lee }. 
CONTE CORTESA coss 


*THIEVES' HIGHWAY" 


A 20th Century-Fox Pieture 
On Variety Stage—ED SULLIVAN — his 
“TOAST OF THE TOWN” Television Revue 
“HARVEST MOON BALL” WINNERS 











Pies Big tee Show! 
ROX V “ws 





Reckeletier Center . 
OLIVIA MONTGOMERY RALPH 
deHAVILLAND CLIFT RICHARDSON 
in Willlam Wyler's 


“THE HEIRESS” 


with MIRIAM HOPKINS 
A Paramount Picture 


SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 





RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ~ 





panerc shaven 
CLiA RATAN 
JEANWE CRAIN 
ETHEL 


ETHEL WATERS 
WILLIAM LUNDIGAN 


Fervouwi 


Owar al ag. 








houses which it recently purchased 


openings in late October for three | 
and will seek firstrun biz in two | 


Film Row southern Missouri towns. Tower 
‘and Granada recently were bought 





just been granted the newly creat- 
ed 35-day slot previously held only 
by the St. Louis Park and Edina. 
Warners and RKO are the two 
distribs granting this clearance. | 

Second step to be taken by Min- | 
nesota Amus. Co., Paramount the- 
atre circuit subsid this territory, in 
carrying out terms of consent de- 
cree is to dispose of one of its two 
theatres in Madison, S. D. Chain 
will keep the State and divorce it- 
self of the Lyric. Previously Min- 
nesota Amus. had relinquished one 
of its two theatres at Fairmont, 
Minn 

Ben Friedman, who with his 
brother own theatre circuit and 
this summer launched a drive-in at 
Albert Lea. Minn., says he is dis- 
gusted with the ozoner operations, 
ealling the drive-in theatre “the 
worst project I've ever been con- 
nected with.” 

Harry Chapman rejoined Para- 
mount sales staff 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


Spencer Wester, manager of Na- 
tional here since last year, will 
become manager of Paramount in 
Charlottesville, Va. W. J. Evans, 
manager of Carolina, Wilmington, 
succeeds him at the National. 

Wester is taking charge of one 
of several houses recently acquired 
by North Carolina Theatres. Trans- 
fer is a promotion for him. 

Three other managerial changes 
for North Carolina 
announced. 





to city manager in Mt. Airy, Joe 
Abercrombie, manager of Broad- 
hurst, High Point, moves into Rob- 
ert’s old spot. Paul M. Jones, Ri- 
alto manager, takes over Broad- 
hurst job. 

Carl Dobbins named manager of 
the new Center here. Had been 
manager of the Carolina here, 
another North Carolina theatres 
house. 


SEATTLE 
George Blair, vet Film Row cafe 
operator here, is now associated 
with Dwight Spracher, who oper- 
ates two drive-ins, and Rex Thomp- 
son, who operates theatres in Port 
Orchard, in the operation of a new 

drive-in near Bremerton. 
Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn. here beefed to City Council 
on free musical entertainment 
planned by the Park Department 
for next summer. Park Dept. put 
on al fresco operettas and concerts 


last summer and ts asking for big- | 


‘ger budget for similar series next 
summer. Exhib crgefiiation point- 
ed out that picture business here 
‘has better than $12,500,000 invest- 
ment, with more than 1,000 em- 


a number of Ployees. Also cited that free musi- 


cal shows the Park Dept. are as- 
suming a function for which it was 
not intended. 


ATLANTA 


Harris Robinson, president of the 
Dixie Drive-In Theatres, appointed 
H. PR. Rhodes g.m. of the company. 
Dixie Drive-Ins has theatres in 
North Carolina, Georgia and Flor- 
ida, with headquarters in Atlanta, 
and cperate in latter city the Pied- 
mont and Stewart Avenue theatres. 
For the past 10 years associated 
with Georgia Theatre Co., Rhodes 
resigned to assume g.m. post of 
Dixie Drive-In Theatres. 

J. D. ‘Woody) Woodward, pub- 
licist for Warner Bros., named 
egal of Peachtree Art theatre 

ere. 


TORONTO 
N. A. ‘Nat) Taylor, 
Twentieth Century Theatres (some 
80 houses), appointed president 
and general manager of Interna- 
tional Film Distributors, Canadian 
| outlet for product of Associated 
| British Pathe. Moves up to spot 
| held by David Griesdorf, who quit 
to become general manager of 
Odeon Theatres of Canada, Ltd. 
Jack Bernstein, Toronto branch 
mar ger for RKO, takes over com- 
any s Cleveland branch, succeed- 
(ing Harry H. Walders, resigned. 
Bernstein's Teronto post will be 
filled by Jack Labow, former RKO 
salesman. 


KANSAS CITY 


Fiesta, centrally located subse- 
quent-run, sold by Herman I)!mer 
to Harvey Stinson and Melvin Wil- 
son. Latter two are new to exhibi- 
tion. Ilimer continues to operate 
the Southtown. 

Tom Wolf, city manager for Dur- 
wood circuit in Leavenworth, 
Kans., headed: Lions Club commit- 
tee which conducted contest to 
choose “Miss Leavenworth.” Win- 
ner represents the city at American 
Royal here week of Oct. 15. 
ickinson circuit planning re- 


head of 











++? | field, Mo. 


Theatres also | 
Bob Roberts, manager | 
Paramount, High Point, promoted | 


from Frederick & Neal, Spring-| 
Both have been sybse- 
quent-runs. Late in October it 
also will reopen the Glen, in Jop- 
lin, Mo., recently purchased from 
James Nutz. Formerly called The. 
Show. 
Paul Ellsbury moved from Dick- 
inson, Topeka, Kans., to the Joe, 
St. Joseph, Mo., as manager for) 
Dickinson circuit. ~ ’ 
Fox Midwest Theatres set Oct. 
12 as date for opening remodelled | 
Orpheum here. House has been 
closed since early summer after it 


was taken over by Fox Midwest 
from RKO which took the Mis- 
souri. 


Two suits, seeking $20,000 dam- 
ages, filed against Fox Kansas The- 
atre Co., operator of Granada, 
Kansas City, Kans., in Wyandotte 
County District Court. Suits filed 
by Solomon Cates and Miss Gladys 
M. SBurks, negroes. Plaintiffs 
charge they were refused admit- 
tance to the theatre because of 
“distinction made as to color and 
i race.” 


a Rydge Sees | 


Continued from page 9 —— 














ernment ire. Playing ball with the 
government on the sudden mone- 
tary readjustment, they’re _ all 
hopeful that the 50% freeze will 
be eased in the future. 





Lisbon Devaluates 
Lisbon, Sept. 27. 

Devaluation of th@ Portuguese 
escudo is expected to result in a 
50% reduction in U. S. film com- 
panies’ remittances when the gov- 
ernment works out a new quota for 
dollar withdrawals for fiscal year 
1949-'50. American industry as a 
whole was permitted to take out 
$540,000 from August, 1948, to July, 
1949. Since the latter date, how- 
ever, no dol/ar remittances what- 
ever have been authorized. 

U. S. distribs will also get fewer 
dollars for their pix, trade ob- 
servers point out, inasmuch as all 
contracts always specify payment 
in escudos. Old parity was 24.9 
escudos to the dollar, whereas it is 
now 28.75 escudos per dollar. 
Other factors complicating the sit- 
uation include a 60° boost in the 
import duty on films. a 30% hike 
in the tariff on advertising material 
and a declining boxoffice. 


| 





India Distribs Vs. “c Rise 
Madras, Sept. 27. 


Any action on the part of dis- 
tributors to raise percentage terms 
on American pictures is expected 
to be vigorously fought by exhibi- 
tors. If present receipts are to be 
maintained in the wake of the 
_rupee’s devaluation, percentage pix 
would rise astronomically and flat 
rentals would be upped 30°%. 


Theatremen already have ex- 
pressed strong resentment against 
percentage rates above 50% and 
exhibs who take product on flat 
rentals in the “C” class feel they're 
being fleeced. In addition, some 
key city operators charge that the 
rent on “government approved” 


films which they are compulsorily 
made to screen every week is in 
the nature of a tax, and as such 
should be deducted from the gross 
revenue before being shared. 





‘Shoes’ Ballyhoo 


Continued from page $ 
America to exploit thé film buildup, 


although the ballet company, it’s! 


believed, would benefit by the pub- 
licity. Met boxoffice reports many 
customers asking “what ballets is 
Moira Shearer dancing in?” 
Sadler's directors are believed 
not interested in “Red Shoes” or 
any other pic, or to lending the 
troupe for any outside exploitation. 
There's a sort of caste system in 
the troupe that’s usual with Euro- 
pean companies, and Sadler’s 
doesn't want it disturbed. Ninette 
de Valois, one of the three artistic 
| directors, and the troupe's Spark- 
| plug, is noted for strict rules and 
conservative thinking. Miss Shearer 
is in the second line of lead 






SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 13) 
week, “That's My Baby” ‘U) and 
“Loved Too Long” (FF), good 
$8,600. 

Fifth Avenue ‘H-E) (2,349; 59-84) 
—“‘Male War Bride” (20th) and 
“Follow Me” (RKO) (5th wk). Soek 
$6,000 in 4 days: 
Mouse. Last week, terrific $8,800. 


Liberty ‘Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
59-84)—"“Soft Touch” (Col) -and 
“Barbary Pirate” ‘Col). Big $9.- 


000. Last week, “Top O’Morning” 
(Par) (3d wk-6 days), oke $6,800. 

Music Box ‘H-E) (850; 59-84) — 
“Fighting Kentuckian” (Rep) and 
“Flame of Youth” (Rep) (3d wk). 
Excellent $3,500 after nice $3,800 
last week. 

Music Hall ‘H-E) ‘2,200; 59-84) 
|—-"Father Was Fullback” (20th) 
and “Treasure Monte Cristo” (SG) 
(24 wk). Good $6,500 after big 
, $10,300 last session. 

Orpheum ‘H-E) (2,600; 59-84)— 
“Task Force” (WB) and “Holiday 
Havana” ‘Col). Immense $16,000 or 
near. Last week, “Scene of Crime” 
(M-G) and “Angels Disguise” 
(Mono), slow $6,800. 
| Palomar ‘Sterling) (1,350; 40-69) 
—*Great Gatsby” ‘Par) and “Sky- 
liner” (SG) (2d runs) with vaude 
topped by “Miss Washington 1949,” 
Libby: Aldrich. Fair $5,000 or 
close. Last week, “Cover Up” 
| (UA) and “Last Fling” ‘WB) with 
Roscoe Ates onstage, $4,800. 
| Paramount ‘H-E) (3,039; 59-84) 
—‘Thieves’ Highway” (20th) and 
|\“Down Dakota Way” (Rep). Very 
| dim $5,000 in 6 days. Last week, 
|\“Meet Killer” (U) and “Masked 
| Raiders” (RKO), about same. 


Doctor’ Surprises Pitt, 
Hep $15,000; ‘Grant’ 116 


° Pittsburgh. Oct. 4. 

Penn's “Docto. and Giri” looms 
as nice surprise package this week, 
doing as well as many more im- 





portantly regarded pix here. “Male | 


War Bride”’ is still showing plenty 
of strength in second Fulton stanza. 
“Miss Grant Takes Richmond” do- 
ing moderately well at Harris. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 45-85)— 
“Male War Bride” (20th) (2d wk). 
Laugh picture still getting big play, 


|} erack $11,000. Last week, $16,000. 
Harris ‘Harris) ‘2,200; 45-85)— 
|“Miss Grant Takes Richmond” 


(Col). Comedy got nice notices and 
may do okay $11,000. Last week, 
“Sword in Desert” (U), $10,500. 


Penn (‘Loew’'s-UA) (3,300; 45-85) 
| “Doctor and Girl” (M-G). Brisk 
/$15,000. Last week, “Home of 
| Brave” (UA) (2d wk), $10,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3.800; 45-85)— 
“Task Force” (WB) (2d wk). Light 
$10,000 or less. Last week, $15,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-85)— 
\“Green Promise” (RKO) and 
“Roughshod” (RKO). Dull $5,000. 
|Last week, “Mighty Joe Young” 
| (RKO), solid $11,000. 


OMAHA 


(Continued from page 12) 


_of Strangers” (20th) and “Forbid- 
| den Street” (20th), $10,000. 


| Paramount ‘Tristates) (2,800: 16- 
65)—“Task Force” (WB). Fancy 
| $11,000. Last week, “Rope of 
| Sand” (Par), $12,200. 

| Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— 
“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO) and 
“Devil's Henchman” (Col). Socko 
$8,500. Last week, “Mighty Joe 
Young” ‘RKO) and “The Clay 
Pigeon” (RKO), $8,000. 
| State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) and 
_“Massacre River” (Mono), started 
Sunday (2). Last week, “Johnny 
Stool Pigeon” (U) and “Hold That 
Baby” (Mono), okay $4,500. 


CINCINNATI 


(Continued trom page 12) | 


“Male War Bride” (20th) (3d wk). 
Pleasing $7,000 after sock $10,000 
second round. 


Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75). 
—"“Rope of Sand” (Par) (2d wk). | 
Holding fast $8,500 on heeis of | 














dancers, and has to keep her place. 
Hotel accommodations in N. Y., for 
instance, differ in setups for leads, | 
second leads and corps de ballet. 
Miss Shearer is reported to have 
panned “Red Shoes” in a music lec- 
ture in London, saying that making | 
the pic had been a mistake, and 
oy -, 4 advertisine had made | 
er loo e “a Jane R 
black tights.” — = 





'week, $7,500. 


smash $13,000 uncoiling. | 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55-75) —| 
Ry Mee (RKO). 
$11,000. Last week, 
Hurricane” (20th) and 


Henry” Olene), at ae To 
no), ting 
$7,500. — 


. Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-75) —! 
“Come to Stable” (20th) and! 
House Across Street” (WB) (m.o.). | 


Favorable | 
“Slattery’s | 


Second week here and third down- | F 
Last 4 


town round. 


Good $5,000. 


moves to Blue} 


‘Stable’ Paces Mpls. at 0K 
$16,000; ‘Crime’ $9,000, 
‘Jolson’ Torrid 156, 2d 


Minneapolis, Oct. 4. 
' “Come to Stable” will top cur- 
rent array of major newcomers but 
looks only fairly good at Radio 
City. “Seene of Crime” looms 
healthy at State. Bringing up the 
rear is “Song of Surrender” at 
Century. In its second week, ‘‘Jo!- 
son Sings Again” continues to 
wham 'em at RKO-Pan. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)\— 
“Song of Surrender” ‘Par’. Con- 
flicting opinions on this one and 
nothing much on names. Light $5.- 
000. Last week, “You Went Away” 
(EL) (reissue), $4,500. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—"*Rope 
of Sand” (Par) (m.o.). Moderate 
$5,000. Last week, “Kid From 
Cleveland” (Rep), slim $3,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Come to Stable” (20th). Fairly 
good $16,000. Last week, “Rope of 
Sand” (Par), $14,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) ‘2.800: 50- 
70\—“‘Abbott-CoStello Meet Killer” 
(U). Very mild at $9,000 Last 
week, “Roseanna McCoy” ‘RKO), 
good $11,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 55-95)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (‘Col) (2d 
wk). Boxoffice champ here; stil! in 
big money at $15,000. Last week, 
tremendous $22,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70'— 
“Scene of Crime” (M-G). Probable 
, modest $9,000 or near looms. Last 
week, “Midnight Kiss” ‘M-G), very 
disappointing $9,000. 


World (Mann) (400; 50-70)—~ 
“Roseanna McCoy” ‘RKO) ‘m.o.), 
Fair $2,700. Last week. “White 


Heat” (WB) ‘(2d wk), $3,000. 


Seek Missing N.J. Manager 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4. 


| New Jersey police sent out a 
teletype aiarm for William FE. 
Guthridge, 25, missing manager of 
the Victoria, Camden, N. J. 


| Guthrie disappeared Friday 
night (30) along with a payroll of 
$300 and $188 in petty cash, ac- 
cording to the complaint filed by 
Rocco Palese, general manager of 
Savar Amus. Co., owners of house. 
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“French Pix | 


Continued from page 9 





_number of licenses were offered at 
/$3,500 each. Franco-American 
agreement permits export of 110 
films*yearly, which was divided 11 
to each of the nine MPAA mem- 
bers and the remaining 11 for all 
indies. Nothing in the past pre- 
vents sales of the licenses. Re- 
_cently, with the improvement of 
'the French market, asking price 
| has been upped somewhat from the 
/ $3,500 tag. 

Number of complaints have been 
lodged with the French govern- 
ment over the claimed attempts to 
sell licenses. French officials, how- 
ever, have refused to intervene. It 
is their contention that the actual 
use of the licenses is no concern of 
the government so long as the 110 
total is not exceeded. 

Fast adoption or nixing of the 
MPAA proposal is expected be- 
cause the French government has 
informed the Yank distribs that 
the final quota must be fixed by 
late October Period would be re- 
troactive to June 1 when the last 
quota expired. In the intervening 
months, French have granted a few 
licenses to individual companies 
as a stopgap measure. These will 
be charged against the final allot- 
ment fixed. 

Eagle Lion, one of the chief 
complainants previously, has been 
assured that it will get a number 
of licenses, it is reliably reported. 
Not being a member of MPAA, EL 
was cut out entirely last year. 

Under MPAA plan, 12 licenses 
would probably go to Metro, 20th- 
Fox and Paramount. 
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‘PRODUCT CONFLICT’ NIGHTMARE 








~ Mutual’s Crucial Double-Bill 


Mutual's top event of the year may be its Gillette-sponsorship of 


the World Series, which unveils today (Wed). 


But the MBS direc- 


torate has another Gotham-origination on tap today of even more 
far-reaching consequence to the network. 

Converging on N.Y. over the past couple of days has been the 
Mutual board of directors who reportedly have come with a lot of 


ripes and questions concerning 
BS deficit. 
This is the meeting that was 
board session in Chicago, when it 


the whys and wherefores of the 


carried over from last month's 
was decided that Mutual's finan- 


cial problem warranted a special agenda 
It would appear that the five to two split among the directorate 


(with Don Lee on the Coast and 
the minority division) still prevail 


WOR in New York representing 
s. The majority quintet of oper- 


ators who are helping to carry Mutual along ‘such as WGN in Chi, 


Yankee network in New England, 


etc.) are reported griping, among 


other things, over mounting charges for N.Y. and Coast-originating 


costs. In the past many of the 
WOR-Don Lee setups. 





se charges were carried by the 











ABC's You Gotta Spend Money To 


Make Money’ 


Despite all the confusion and the 
talk of radio’s demise, ABC has 
heia iusi lv an aggressive strategs 
and the realization that “you've got 
to spend money to make money,” 
according to sales veepee Fred 
Thrower. Latest evidence of the 
net's willingness to invest in AM’s 
future is its acquisition of “Blon 
die” and “A Date with Judy,” 
which preem on Oct. 13. (“Judy” 
has already been sold for radio. 
but client is being kept under 
wraps! 

Program veepee Bud Barry. who 
negotiaied the “Blondie” and 
“Judy” deals with Wally Jordan 
of the William Morris office, is 
spending about $3,500 weekly on 
each show. They'll bolster the 
Thursday lineup at 8 and 8:30 p.m., 
both airers having had average 
ratings of 13 in previous years. As 
is the case with other talent Barry 
has wrapped up this year— Ozzie 
and Harriet Nelson, Boris Karlofi 
and Buddy Rogers—TV rights are 
included. Tegt kinescopes will be 
made, but it’s not likely telever- 
sions will be beamed before the 
"50-51 season. 

Pointing up the “keep moving 

(Continued on page 34) 


Luden's in 3006 





‘ing with its present 87° 


Blueprint Rolling 


Hathaway to B&B 


Neal Hathaway 





who is exiting 
CBS as director of program pro- 
motion. joins Benton & Bowles as 
assistant executive on the Pruden- 
tial account 

Charles Oppenheim 
his CBS job 


takes over 


— 


WINS Sale Poses 


Problem on Yanks § ‘#23: 


(2006 Biz) Pact 


Big question following comple- 
tion of deal for the Generoso Pope 
interests to buy WINS, N. Y., for 
$515,500 is what will happen to 
the indie’s Yankees ballicasts. The | 
Popes, current owners of WHOM, 
Jersey City multi-lingual 


Jersey “City muttt-ingual outer. NEGRO-OWNED ATLANTA 
STATION TAKES TO AIR 


an Italo-Yiddish operation, in keep- | 
foreign | 
language schedule. into which the 
sports programs might not fit. 
Spokesmen for the Popes told! 





Variety that no decision has yet! 


Giveaway Buy 


CBS has latched on to an addi- 
tional $300,000 in annual gross 
billings with the sale of an addi- 
tional quarier-hour of its Saturday 
night “Sing It Again” giveaway. 
Luden's, which last year sponsored 
“Strike It Rich” on Columbia and 
then pulled out of the medium, has 
decided to pick up the final 15- 
minuies of the hour-long program. 
Initially it had earmarked the coin 
for spots. Luden's bankrolling 
Starts Nov. 26. 

Arrid sponsorship of the third 
15-minute segment got under way 
last Saturday (1), also representing 
$300,000 in time sales. 

Luden’s represents the first 
major giveaway sale since the FCC 
crackdown, indicating that in view 
of the subsequent federal court 
stay order ‘which presumably will 
give the giveaways another year's 
whirl before a final decision comes 
down) sponsors aren't shying away 
from the “freeloading” airers. 


Bob Shayon’s New Post 


Robert Lewis Shayon, who pion- 
@ered in CBS’ documentary unit 
until he exited the web a few 
months ago, has joined Fred Smith 
& Co., public relations and busi- 
ness consultant outfit. Shayon 
will work on a documentary hour- 
long show, which will be launched 
for a major network advertiser 
early in November. Program is 
Part of a public relations package 
that will include a follow-through 
to the public, the company’s em- 
Ployees and stockholders. 

William D. Patterson, former 
foreign correspondent and one of 
the founders of “United Nations 
World.” has also joined the Smith 





been made on whether to hold 
on to the Yankee contract, which 
runs through ‘51. The prospective 


owners of WINS have been trying | versity professor and local business | 


to get out of all existing pacts 
which the Gotham indie has, but | 
the diamond airers bring in coin 
that will be hard for Gene Pope, 
Jr., manager of WHOM and editor , 
of Il Progresso Italo-Americano, | 
to rn down. The Yank broad- 
casts, now backed by Ballantine 
and White Owl. and adjacent pro- 
grams, earn about $200,000 an-| 
nually. 

Additionally, the Yankee-Dodger | 
pro grid games, contract for which | 
also has two years to run, brings | 
in about $10,000 yearly. The foot- | 


_ball play-by-plays are now —_ 


rolled by Canada Dry. | 
Despite the lure of $260,000 a| 


(Continued on page 34) 


NBC, CBS in State of Foam 
In Efforts to Grab Off | 
Schlitz Beer Business 
Jockeying between NBC and 
CBS for the Schlitz beer business 
continues at an unabated pace, | 
with the “get business at any cost” 
edict occupying No. 1 attention on 
network—any network—agenda. | 
CBS has an oral order for the 
Friday night 9:30 (following Joan, 
Davis) time, but Schlitz will buy 


only if it can spot Don Quinn's 
newly-created “Halls of Ivy” in the 
spot. NBC claims the package be- 
longs to it, but Schlitz isn’t par-| 
ticularly happy over the Monday 
at 10 period NBC is offering. 

NBC is now trying to vacate 
either Monday at 8 or Tuesday at 
8 to keep the beer biz foaming. 








The so-called “product conflict” 
| Situation is assuming such major 
; proportions that networks and ad- 
| vertisers alike are frankly worried 
j}about it. It has already cost net 
|works some million-dollar accounts 
But the real fear lies in the loss of 
future business in trying to resolve 
}a@ situation that, at the moment, 
looks almost insurmountable 
Prior to the era that television 
reached big league status, penetrat- 
ing all the major markets in the 
east and midwest, the webs only 
had radio to contend with in soiv- 
| ing the product conflicts. As an 
“AM only” problem, the task of 
| preventing, for example, one cig- 
aret account from running back-to- 
back with another on the same net- 
work or being slotted in opposition 
to the same client's show on an- 
other network was a fairly simple 
one 
| But now 
lrolicrs are dooply invelved ia 
bankrolling as well, the AM-vs-TV 
advertiser conflict makes the prob- 
lem doubly tough. As one network 
exec pointed out, “after all, there 
are just so many cream time pe- 
riods you can play around with.” 
It’s Different Now 
Oil 


that the major bank- 
Aanee«tee tn ea ae ee | 


Gulf 


Co.'s sponsorship of 


| ‘We, the People” as a CBS radio- 
| television simuleast, with two-way 


|billings of approximately $1,500,000 
j}at stake, has served to point up 
|}anew to the webs the critical sit- 
For years Guif was content 
to ride along with the radio airer 
CBS slot, despite 
the Bob Hope competition from 
NBC. But the TV addition changed 
the picture completely 
Gulf learned that it was running 
into a Texaco conflict on the video 
side. Its Tuesday at 9 CBS slot 
immediately follows the signoff of 
the Milton Berle TV show on NBC 
Since the Gulf TV show is also sold 


(Continued on page 34) 


Atlanta, Oct. 4. 
Station WERD, only Negro-owned 
longwave commercial station in 
U. S., went on the air Monday (3) 
at 6 a.m. 
J. B. Blayton, Sr.. Atlanta Uni- 


man, acquired ownership of station 
when he bought all the common 
stock of WERD from Radio At- 
lanta, Inc. Mill has been off the 
air for several months. 

- Blayton, Jr., is manager of 


, _____ 


—————— 








Network Premieres 


(Oct. 5-15) 
Following is a list of the 
new and “returning shows 


scheduled to tee off on the 
major radio networks during 
the next 10 days: 


Oct. 5 


Groucho Marx. Quiz. Wed- 
nesday, 9 p.m., CBS. Elgin- 
American. Weiss & Geller. 

Oct. 6 

Aldrich Family. 
comedy. Thursday, 
NBC. General Foods 
& Rubicam. 

Screen Guild Theatre. 
Drama. Thursday, 9, NBC. 
Camel cigarets. Esty. 

Oct. 7 

Life of Riley. 


Domestic 
8 p.m., 
Young 


Domestic 


comedy. Friday, 9 p.m., NBC. 
Pabst Beer. Warwick & Leg- 
ler. 


Jimmy Durante Show. Com- 


edy. Friday. 9:30, NBC. Camel 
cigarets. Esty 
Oct. 14 


Ozie & Harriet. Domestic 


comedy. Friday, 9 p.m., ABC 
H. J. Heinz. Maxon. 
Oct. 15 


Chandu, the Magician. Mys- 
terv. Saturday, 8 p.m., ABC. 
Co-op 

Casebook of Gregory Hood. 
Mvysterv. Saturday, 8:30 p.m., 


' ABC. Sustaining. 


FIND NEW BOGEY 





You, Too, Can Be a Dope 

NRO has decided to change 
the name of its University 
Theatre dramatic series to 
NBC Theatre 

Network researchers found 
that the word “University” 
had academic connotations 
that were scaring off listeners. 





Gulf’ :‘ People’s’ 
$1,500,000 Biz In 
Moveover to NBC 


After a 16-year association with 
the “We, 


radio-television Tues- 





“CBS, Guilt, sponsors olf 
the People,” 
day night at 9 simulcast 
cumbed to the blandishments of 
NBC and is moving the 
with its lucrative $1,500,000 a vear 


in billings, to the latter web 


has suc- 


program, 


Switch becomes effective Oct 
25. with NBC offering the Friday 
night 8:30 segment, which Gulf 
finds more to its liking, in view of 
the present Tuesday night conflict 
with Texaco in trying to push “Peo- 


ple” on TV stations around the 
country. 
Switch widens the gap in the 


NBC vs. CBS competitive sweep- 
stakes on time sales, with Columbia 
now having about a dozen half- 
hour segments open in contrast to 
the six on NBC 

CBS recognizes it won't be a 
too-easy job disposing of Tuesday 
night at 9 in view of the stiff Bob 
Hope competition from NBC. 

“People” occupied the Tuesday 
niche for the past three 
Prior to that it was spotted Sunday 
nights at 7:30 and later 
night at 10:30. 

Young & Rubicam is the Gulf 
agency. 


-WCBM, Balto, Petitions 
Supreme Ct. to Ignore 


Appeal on News Gag 


Washington, Oct. 4. 








years. 


NETS, AGENCIES Programming a Secondary Factor 
In NBC vs. CBS ‘Get Biz’ Rivalry 


CBS is taking the loss of the 
Fatima (Liggett & Myers) business 
pretty hard, particularly since it 
has come in the wake of the de- 
cision of Standard Oil ot New Jer- 
sey to abandon its $750,000 budget 


for the proposed Andrew Koste- 
| lanetz show on Columbia 
Time was when NBC or CBS 


im a secondary factor. 


Sunday | 


would have shrugged off the loss 
of a show such as “Tales of 
Fatima” as a weak programming 
sister, but the two-network rivalry 
for biz and for top-dog position in 
billings has grown so intense that 
the programming element has be- 


Fatima last week purchased 
NBC's “Dragnet” meller, but in an 
intensified effort to stave off the 
switchover, CBS pitched up the 
Groucho Marx Wednesday night 
show, which Elgin-American is 
committed to, but wants to relin- 
quish because of the costs in- 
volved Since Marx is_ slotted 
back-to-back with the Bing Crosby 
which Liggett & Myers also 
sponsors on behalf of Chesterfield, 
it would have permitted a con- 
tigous rate deal, similar to the one 
NBC effected with “Dragnet,” 
which adjoins Chesterfield’s Perry 
Como Thursday night NBC pro- 
gram 

Fatima would have clinched the 
deal, but it developed that Marx's 
partner, as owner of the quiz show, 
is John Guedel—the same Guedel 
who is tied down to a rival ciggie 
company, Raleigh, with his “Peo- 
ple Are Funny” show. 

Snafued on the Fatima-Marx 
deal, CBS went to work in a bid 
to sell “Escape,” with John Lund 
as Star to give it a production hypo. 
But NBC prexy Niles Trammell 
was in there pitching personally 
for his own company, and won out. 


show, 


— 


Mars Runs Out 
On Its Dr. LQ. 


Just when things were starting 
| to look up for NBC, with prexy 
| Niles Trammell snaring some new 
business and reducing the web's 
time availabilities, along comes 
Mars Candy with a cancellation of 


jits “Dr. I. Q.” Friday night half- 
| hour show. 


Mars. through its agency, Grant, 
served notice on the web it was 


| cancelling out at the end of Octo- 


ber. However, the agency ex- 


|last week not to hear an appeal 
| on Baltimore's crime news gag. 
, Petition came from WCBM, Balti- 
| more, one of several stations which 
| was cited for contempt of the Bal- 
|\timore city courts for violating a 
court ruling on broadcasting cer- 
(tain types of crime news. 


Case went up on appeal and the 
Maryland Court of Appeals found 
i'that the rule of the Baltimore 


|courts was unconstitutional. How- 
| ever, the state has asked the U. S. 
Supreme Court to intervene and 
to determine the question of 
whether freedom of the press is 
more important than the guaran- 
tee that an accused shall have an 
impartial trial. 


The Baltimore court rule pro- 
| hibited publication of certain types 
‘of news on the ground that it 
|might prejudice the rights of de 
ifendants. The rule bars publica- 
jtion that the accused has a pre- 
| vious criminal record or that he 
has confessed. 


CBS Sued for 656 


Hollywood, Oct. 4 

Marjorie Knapp is suing CBS 
for $65,000 alleging she submitted 
a script, “Alter Ego,” to the net 
work. 
| She claims that CBS used her 
format, without paying her, in the 
net's broadcast of “A Mask for 
' Kinsella.” 











sponsor for the quizzer. 


Prospective bankrolling of shows 
by Schlitz and RCA, now in nege- 
tiation, would more than offset the 
“I. Q.” loss. 


HUDSON TO ILLINOIS U. 
AS B’CASTING DIRECTOR 


Robert Hudson, whose resigna- 
tion as director of education and 





|opinion broadcasts for CBS was an- 


nounced by the web recently, is 
going to the U. of Illinois as di- 


‘rector of broadcasting and a pro- 


fessor in the School of Journalism, 
in charge of radio instruction. He 
assumes his new berth Oct. 15. 
Hudson will also be associated with 
the university's Institute for Com- 
munications Research. 

Prior to joining CBS several 
years back, Hudson headed up the 
Rocky Mountain Radio Council. 


Mrs. Tim Healy’s Post 








Dallas, Oct. 4. 
Mrs. Tim Healy has been named 
women’s news editor of KIXL 


rere. She has been named to m.c. 
the Dallas Federation of Women's 
Clubs broadcast to be heard each 
Saturday morning, starting Oct. 8. 
Mrs. Healy, with her late hus- 
band. Capt. Tim Healy, costa 
on “At Home with the Heal 
over the NBC network, later ae 
senting the same program sere 


}ever WFAA, 


te 2S 


— + ere ret 
—— 


ee 


‘ 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, October 5, 1949 





Ban 


Asked on Evangelist in South 


On Grounds of Preaching Race Hatred 





Atlanta, Oct. 4. @#— 


Savannah Recorder's Court, 
Judge Emanuel Lewis Sat. (1) | 
asked the FCC to bar an evangelist, | 
Mordecai F. Ham, of Louisville, 
from the air, charging he preached 
anti-Semitism and race hatred. 

Judge Lewis’ petition would bar 
Ham from using the facilities of 32 
southern radio stations. 

FCC heretofore has declined to 
pass on contents of a program in 
advance, but fias acted against sia 
tions which have violated public 
interest by revoking licenses. In 
this case, FCC faces problem of 
ruling on whether a_ program, 
which violates no laws, is in the 
public interest. 

Morris B. Abrams, of Atlanta, at- 
torney for Judge Lewis, said the 
petition sought to set a standard 
for the radio industry by estab- 
lishing the preaching of race 
hatred as against the public in- 
terest. 

In his petition Judge Lewis 
stated that he was reluctant to pro- 
test against the “abuse or misuse” 
of radio speech because of his deep 
attachment to the constitutional 
precept of freedom to say what you 
please. 

He contended, however, that he 
is convinced that it is impossible 
to have “a free contest of speech 
and ideas with professional hate- 
mongers over the limited channels 


} 
j 


of radio communication.” 


FCC Okays WOL 





Sale to WWDC 


Washington, Oct. 4. 
Sale of WOL, D.C., by the 
Cowles Broadcasting Co. to 


WWDC, D. C., was approved yes- 
terday (3) by the FCC. Consum- 
mation of transfer of the 5kw out- 
let, for $300,000, was made con- 
tingent on disposition of WWDC 
by Capital Broadtasting Co., owned 
by Joseph Katz of the Baltimore 
and New York ad agency. A time 
limit of four months is provided 
for filing an appiication to sell 
WwDc. 


Deal is in two parts. Capital Is | 


paying Cowles $170,000 for the 


equipment of WOL and WOL-FM. | 
Freemont Realty Co., an affiliated | 
company, is paying $130,000 for! began yesterday (3) in 183 ele-| |! 
the land and buildings associated mentary schools in the Philadel-|tising agencies, 


with the stations. 
Whether WWDC will renew the 


current contract for the WOL Mu- | 


tual affiliation is still undecided. 
The agreement expires in about 
six months. WOL call letters will 
be changed to WWDC when Capi- 
tal takes over. 


Pulse Finds Large Male 
Audience Outside Homes 
Needing New Approac 





| “Studio Schoolhouse” 


Allen Takes $81 To 
Settle ‘Odds’ Claim 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
Steve Allen has settled his claim 
against Kenneth Herts, packager of 
“Wizard of Odds” radio show, for 


$81. Allen initially asked for $139 
tor rehearsais and three siows bui 
accepted Herts’ $81 minimum offer. 


dispute, program was being eyed 
by NBC as a possibility for slotting 
against Jack Benny on CBS. Deal, 
however, fell through. 


over KLAC-TV. Leo Guild, creater 


of the format, will emcee video lay- 
out. Herts will produce. 


RCA Buys Educ 
Series in Phill 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4. 


‘row? 





RCA Victou will SpoOiuisur Wisus; 


educational series of programs 
“Studio Schoolhouse,” which the 
station has been feeding to class- 
rooms in Philly and its suburbs for 
the last seven years. 


Approved by the Philly Board 
of Education, the RCA Victor- 
WFIL presentation marks the first 
time in local radio history that a 
national account has made local 
time available for a daily radio 
public service show. RCA will 
forego commercials, using only an 
identifying mention at the open 
and close of the program. 


is broad- 
cast by WFIL, Monday through 
Friday at 2:15 p.m. Programs in- 
clude “What’s News,” current 
events and news, Mondays: “Radio- 
land Express,” stories and games 
for kindergartens 
grades, Tuesday; “Magic of Books,” 


classic and contemporary . litera- 


ture, Wednesdays; “The Wiffils,” 
family life in America, Thursday; 


works, Fridays. 


| phia Public School System and a 
number of parochial and private 


| schools. Although the shows are 


| geared to elementary grade ieveis, 


| certain classes in the city’s 24 
_junior and 16 senior high schools 
| tune in on the broadcasts. 

RCA Victor sponsorship of the 
i“Studio Schoolhouse” 
‘will provide continued improve- 
| ment.and enlargement for this am- 


| bitious series, according to Roger 


_Clipp, general manager of WFIL. 
Series has received many educa- 
tional awards. 





Pointing up the large AM audi-' 


ence which listens outside homes, 
The Pulse, Inc., is launching a new 
quarterly service of ratings on non- 
home dialing. The first experi- 
mental report has already been 
published and a second will be is- 
sued in November. 


Dr. Sidney Roslow, Pulse grexy, 
said that the August study showed 
24.1% of New Yorkers over seven 
years old did some out-of-home 
listening. This high figure was ob- 
tained even though weather was 
bad (‘it rained five days cut of 
seven) and outdoor listening was 
cut. The average out-of-home 
listener on a midweek day tuned 
in 75 minutes, according to the 
Pulse data. 

“An important discovery,” Dr. 
Roslow said, “was the composition 


(Continued on page 34) 


SEARLE, PARKS OPEN 
- COAST TEST PROJECT 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 

Don Searle, former ABC head on 
the Coast, and Jimmy Parks, for- 
mer Chicago agent and packager, 
are now partners in a project for 
the packaging of radio shows and 
a service for the testing of product 
and issuing seals of approval known 
as National Home Institute. 

Parks retains his interest in “The 
Quiz Kids.” 





Several Hub B’ casters 
Have Narrow Squeak 


| 


| In Marine Explosion 


| Boston, Oct. 4. 


| Several of the WHub’s better- 
known broadcasters had a narrow 
squeak with death or injury last 
week, when a faulty mortar ex- 
ploded rearby as they were cover- 
ing war games at Carson Beach. 
The Marines, who were holding 
their annual convention here, gave 
a demonstration of securing a 
beachhead, which was a natural for 
radio coverage, and most stations 
had some of their personnel at the 
scene. 

Nearest the explosion were 
WEEI staffers Charlies Ashley and 
| Art King, who were about 20 feet 
from veteran newspaper photog- 
rapher Moe Fineberg of the Bos- 
ton Post, who was killed instantly 
by the blast. Others in the imme- 
diate vicinity were Fred B. Cole, 


/'WHDH announcer, whose wire. 
recorder was knocked out; Joseph 
Tobin and Charles Erwin of 
'WJDA, and Vin Maloney of 


-WNAC, all of whom escaped in- 
jury. - 

Hub newspapers all carried by- 
line stories by the broadcasters 
and raised terrific agitation for an 
inquiry into use of live ammunition 
‘at such a demonstration. 


WCOP’s Boston U. Sked 


Boston, Oct. 4. 
WCOP, Hub’s ABC outlet, has 


| skedded the coverage of all Boston 
| University football games this fall 


with Atlantic Refining Co. picking 
up the tab. 

Station carried the Philadelphia- 
Detroit professional game from 
Briggs Stadium, Detroit, Oct. 3, 





“Wizard” | 
is now being packaged for telensing | 


and primary | 


and “Three to Make Music,” stor- 
ies of great composers and their 


The 1949-50 school year series 


programs | 





| ers 


manoids.” 


“se 


and the Philadelphia-Chicago pro 
game will be picked up from Phila- 


delphia Oct. 8. 





Horvitz Decries 


Ist Step Towara 


At the time of the Allen-Herts | 


FCC for Dailies 


Cleveland, Oct. 4. 
Publisher S. A. Horvitz declared 
the Government's anti-trust suit 


| against his Lorain Ohio Journal 
- a “threat to the rights of every 


newspaper and publication in the 


| United States.” 
The government, in first action 


of its kind, will ask for an injunc- 
tion on Nov. 15 to force the Jour- 
nal from restraining merchants 
from advértising on nearby WEOL, 
and WEOL-FM, Elryia, and from 
Lorain’s Sunday paper, the News. 
The Journal is the only daily in 


the government, refused to accept 
ads from merchants buying time 
on the air. Horvitz also owns the 
Mansfield Ohio News Journal. 


Horvitz, who was named with 
three other paper executives, said 
his paper is being used as a guinea 
pig. “Already, radio is under the 
thumb of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission. Perhaps this 
is the first step toward an FCC 
for newspapers.” 

He promised “to meet any and 
all charges contained in the ac- 
tion.” 

Last July, the FCC turned down 
a Horvitz bid for licenses to open 
stations in Lorain and Mansfield 
because both dailies suppressed 
competition in advertising, al- 
though two dissenting votes said 
such offenses did not exist. 





Lever Bros.” $6,000,000 
Park Ave. Bldg. in Order 





Importance of being near adver- 
talent and net- 
works is cuing the shift of Lever 
Bros. headquarters from Cam- 
_ bridge, Mass., where it has been 
since 1897, to New York City. 
New Lever House will be a 20- 
| story building, to cost $6,000,000, 
|on Park ave. between 53d and 54th 
streets, site presently occupied by 
|a taxpayer. 

On Dec. 1 the Lever organization 
will move into the just-completed 
Arabian Oil Bldg. at Park Ave. and 

59 St. which it wiil use until its 
new office structure is ready. The 
| building has vacancies at present 
because of the time the oil firms, 
which will locate there, need to 
find homes for executives moving 
east from the Coast. 

Lever, one of the largest spend- 
in radio and tele, has nine 
agencies, seven of which are in 


(Continued on page 34) 


| Bread Sponsor Set for 10 
Vanderbilt Games on W 


| Nashville, Oct. 4. 





Contract for the broadcast of all | 


| 1949 Vanderbilt U. football games 
over WSM has just been signed 
‘by the American Bread Co. of 
_ Nashville. Full coverage, at home 
;and away, of all 


Sportscaster Dave Overton and 
| crew. 

Irving Waugh, WSM commercial 
manager, closed the deal just be- 


fore the season opened, with Ber- | 


nard Evers, president of American 
read. 





Torchlight’s ‘Things to Come’ 
_ Torchlight Productions is mull- 
ing a new package show, “Things 
to Come,” a science fiction series 
being offered by Gene Wyckoff, 


the. city and it has. according _to_ 


| To Be Nearer Talent, Etc. 


| WCFL salesman 


10 Vanderbilt | 
games will be given by = manager to join Tatham-Laird agency. . . 


| 


i 
| 


who will also script. Program will | 


| atagt scientification, starting with 


Jack William's novel, “The Hu- 


| Earl Godwin... .TV 
TP, now marketing a dramatic ing shifted from 
ries titled “Conflict,” is headed H. R. Baukhage debuting on video with a show of his own in the Sun- 


‘by, Dave Kaprilik and Jane White. day 7-7:15 p.m. slot beginning next week (9). 





From the Production Centres 


| 
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| larger quarters... 


| WBBM’s “Rhyme Does Pay”... 


7 chairman opening session of School Broadcast Conference Oct. 18 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


! 


| James Macdonald, former CBS and Toni flack, takes over as AM-TV 
| publicity director for McCann-Erickson.. . 
ager of WOR, N. Y., has been named production manager of WOR-TV, 
| Smith's former assistant, William C. Tayler, moves up into the AM post. 
| Frank Muckenhaupt takes over as assistant production manager, with 
en Miller shifting from traffic into production. 


Jeff Smith, production man- 


Cmdr. Mortimer Loewi, DuMont topper, and ABC sales veepee, Fred 
| Thrower, to address Boston Radio Executives club on TV and AM, Oct. 
Betty Kay has launched a cross-the-board morning newscast for 
women, sponsored by Krasdale Foods, on WMCA....WVNJ's Bob 
Harris to be saluted for his “Latin Casino” airer at Havana-Madrid to- 
morrow Cifurs.7.... Arvsit Gaeta, ADS gabver;-marks his-10th 
on air this week New Broadcasting Corp., having taken over WLIB 
from Dorothy Schiff, feted the New York Post-Home News publisher 
and the station staff last week. 


Tony Provost, ex-WNBC now collaborating with Harold Burke in 
lending class to the WBAL-WBAL-TV operations in Baltimore, is on 
|the prowl for announcers, producers, etc..... Edwin Weber, for many 
years musical director for top vaude acts and general manager for 
“Can You Top This?” air show for past seven years, marking his 767th 
broadcast this week. He's the only guy in the troupe that hasn’t missed 
a single stanza. 


Jone Allison, wife of Biow’s Jack Mosman, playing leads on “Guiding 
Light” and “Dorothy Dix”....Aaron Ruben, of the Henry Morgan 
scriptery, rewriting pic scenario, “St. Benny, the Dip,” for Ed and 
Harry Danziger....Radio writer Max Ehrlich’s first novel, “The Big 
Eye,” has made two book clubs which guarantee the tome sales of 
500,000 ABC pianist Earl Wild will give a concert in Carnegie Hall 
Wednesday (12) evening, before leaving on European tour “Mr. 
District Attorney” plug for the Advertising Council booklet, “Miracle 
of America,” brought 10,000 bids in five days....John J. Anthony and 
Charles Michelson’s transcription company are launching a quarter- 
hour waxed series, “Your Problem, Please” Al Durante to Coast 
this week for J. Waiter Thompson on behaif of Lux Radio Theaire 
Alice Reinhart new to the cast of “‘Lora Lawton” Carl Eastman and 
Joe Helgesen have joined “Romance Of Helen Trent” Mary Jane 
Higby, Alexander Scourby, Peggy Stanley and Lawson Zerbe new play: 
ers on “David Harum”....Peggy Allenby added to cast of “Lorenzo 
Jones”....Horace Braham, Leon Janney, James Van Dyke, Karl Weber 
and Toni Darnay new to “Front Page Farrell”....B.B.D. & O. is the 
agency for John B. Kennedy’s Saturday night five-minute newscast for 
Murine over MBS. O'Neil, Larson & McMahon was erratumed as the 
agency. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Howard Meighan found his office banked with flowers when he ar- 
rived from N. Y. to take over his new duties as chief executive officer 
of CBS on the Coast. Merle Jones will be delayed a month in making 
his move from WCCO, Minneapolis, to Hollywood as general manager 
of KNX and the Columbia Pacific network....Page boys at NBC 
tossed a party for Gordon MacRae on his moveover from ABC. He 
used to be one of them....C. B. DeMille made his first mike appear- 
ance since “the battle of the buck” to eulogize Sam Wood on Screen 
| Directors Playhouse Lou Lusty, who knows show biz better than 
| most of the guys writing about it, has framed a new radio series to 
glorify the unsung heroes of Hollywood. Those who sampled his pre- 
sentation have briefed their home offices with flattering recommenda- 
tion....Pug in the “Tex Austin’ comic strip is called Corny Jackson. 
They can’t mean the Thompson agency headman here ecause his 
sports prowess runs to tennis....Bob Hixson and Kai Jorgensen have 
joined the agency roster of the 4 A’s... Bick McKnight, late of the 
Martin-Lewis scripting staff, is now grinding out gags for Jimmy 
Durante. Schnoz will do six broadcasts from N. Y., where he is com- 
mitted for a stand at the Copa....True Boardman, who deals in X 
number of words in his scripting chores, took the count from virus X 
| ....Now that KECA-TV has been launched and the pressure of ABC 
| business eased, Headman Frank Samuels is hopping off for Hawaii for 
|}a sorely needed rest .. Lleyd Brownfield in N. Y. for publicity hud- 
| dles with Columbia's George Crandall....Eddie Cantor due back in 
| town Oct. 10 after trouping the country to raise funds for charity.... 
| Bing Crosby took ABC engineer, Norman Dewes, over to CBS with him, 
as did Jack Benny with George Fester, proving that mixers as pretty 
| important fellows....The trade is still chuckling over Bob Hope's def- 
| inition of television: “Smog with knobs.” 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Producer Hunt Downs and fiack Chuck Moses have exited Goldblatt 
| Stores’ radio show on WGN. Pair will tour Europe, along with Mickey 
| Downs of Lou Cowan’s office, whg is Hunt’s wife... .Singer Louise King 
| bowing out of WBBM, with warbler Elaine Rodgers taking over most of 
‘her program stints....Emcee Tommy Bartlett handed Procter & 
_Gamble’s check for $20,000 as first prize on “Welcome Travelers” 
|Shmoo Name It contest to Mrs. Everett Guthrie....Louise Massey, 

formerly with the Westerners, returns to WLS for guest appearance 
Oct. 8 on Barn Dance. She’s actor Curt Massey’s sister. ...Tom Des- 
telle appointed copy chief of Tim Morrow agency, which is moving to 
Hal Stark subbing for Mike Flanery as emcee on 
NBC education director Judith Waller 


went 
ere rers 


....WCFL turned over $25,000 to polio fund as result of six-hour radio 
marathon appeal using entertainment and civic leaders... .Gwen Griffen 
of Mutual sales service elected prez of Northwestern U. dramatic club 
.... WBBM producer Skee Wolff spending vacation in work on novel 
....Warwick & Legler signed for two years of A. C. Nielsen index.... 
ABC’s Jack Armstrong staging contest to pick baseball champion of the 
year, winning player to get an oil portrait of himself. ...Len Truesdell 
picked as sales manager of Zenith set division....Herb Bennell new 
..NBC commentator Cliften Utley back from Eu- 
...Paul Sehlesinger bowing out cs WBBM sales service 
Author Leuis Zara on WJJD 


k forum Thomas L. Thomas taking musical lead in Chi Theatre 
of the Air Oct. 8. 


IN WASHINGTON ... 


Albert Warner, ex-Mutual news chief who has switched to ABC, 
preemed a new program, “Congress Today,” sponsored by Bituminous 
Coal Institute, in a five-day a week, 7 p.m. spot, past Monday (3)... 
WOICc, CBS-TV outlet, has obtained D.C. area rights to “Pygmalion” 
and “Major Barbara” as part of a 13-picture package in “Quality Play- 
house” Ben Baylor, Jr., assistant general manager and head of sales 
for WMAL-ABC off on a midweek trek to powwow with web sales force 
and agency reps....Marie MeGrain, famed WTOP-CBS chief switch- 
board operator who has appeared on numerous airers and is a “name” 
in the business, celebrated her 17th year with the net past week.... 
NBC newscaster Richard Harkness and Mrs. Harkness off for a five- 
week tour of Europe, with the Harkness spot on the air being filled by 
show of pianist Evelyn Tyner over WMAL-TV be- 
Friday to Tuesday, 10 p.m.....NBC commentator 


ropean tour 
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49-50 INITIAL RATING PAYOFF 





- 
Chi 
ips Are Down On the New Season — 
(Hooper Top 15 and the Opposition) | 
(Sept. 30) 
Total 
Netwerk 
Hooper- Sponsored Competi- 
Program ating Network Competition tion 
Lux Radio Theatre. 20.7 Telephone Hou: . 43 8.8 
ail : { Arthur Gaeth . 2.1 9.2 
My Friend Irma 16.4 } Contented Program ..... 4.2 
{Henry J. Taylor . 2.0 11.0 
Talent Scouts ..... 16.4 Johns-Manville ......... 2.7 
Voice of Firestone....... 5.5 
Bob Hope 16.2 We, the People . 63 11. 
Fibber & Molly 16.1 Erwin D. Canham 1.2 11.2 
‘ » {| Original Amateur Hour 5.4 13.4 
Suspense 16.1 i Music Hall . oa 
“ { Meet Corliss Archer 7.3 15.4 
Walter Winchell. ... 15.0 } Theatre Guild On the Air 6.5 
Jack Benny .....- 14.7. Hollywood Calling 3.4 10.7 
| Fish and Hunt Club 2.3 10.4 
Bir. GOGR .ccccceee BS ' Johns-Manville , 
| Father Knows Best . 6.0 
Crime Photographer 13.3 ; ee eo Hous oa 1.2 
tig Town 12.9 Hit the Jackpot 5.7 10.7 
People Are Funny. 12.8 (No Sponsored Programs) ym 
Bing Crosby 12.8 Mr. District Attorney 10.8 15.6 
ai “*\¢ . ») 2 
Inner Sanctum .... 12.7 cote a, J te oa 12.5 
Sherlock Holmes ........ 5.2 16.1 
Great Gildersleeve. 12.3 mr. Geeta .. . . ccccses 7.8 
Johns-Manville 2.7 





Dealer Co-op Picture Leans Stronger 





Towards Radio; New Revenue Seen 


Additional coin is being rung up* 
on radio's cash register as a result 
of Broadcast Advertising Bureau's 
campaign in the dealer co-op field 
The deals, in which the manufac- 
turer contributes to the coin spent 
by retailers for including mention 


of his product in their ads, are 
used by many firms who okay them 
for newspapers but not for radio 


and tele. Purpose of the BAB is 
not to hypo dealer co-ops, but to 
place radio and video on an equal 
footing with the dailies in existing 
co-op plans. 

Many manufacturers are now 
seeing the light. Gruen Watch, 
which in the past turned thumbs 
down on radio for its dealer co-ops. 
jas voluntarily made a switch on 
its policy. 

Way in which co-ops work is that 
the manufacturer sets aside a fund 
to match the retailer's advertising 
allotment. Usually this is a per- 
centage (frequently 2°%) of the 
dealer's purchases. This is some- 
times used to give a dealer $1 for 
every $1 he spends plugging the 
product. Sometimes distributors 
figure in the deal. Split-up ar- 

(Continued on page 34) 


4506 KTSA Sale 
Gets FCC Okay 


San Antonio, Oct. 4. 
Transfer of KTSA and x TSA- 
FM trom the Sunshine Broadcast- 
ing Co., to the Express Publishing 
Co., was given FCC approval. 
Consideration in the deal was 
$450,000 according to the an- 
nouncement. The sum will be paid 
to the Taylor Radio and Television 
Corp., holder of an option to buy 
stock in the Sunshine Co., for 
$385,751. 
Final 





arrangements for the 
transfer will be worked out this 
week. This given the Express 
Publishing Co. two FM outlets 
here. They already own and op- 
erate San Antonio’s first, KYFM. 

KTSA operates full time with 
5.000 watts on 550 kilocycles, and 
is the local CBS outlet. 


Hayes Returns Oct. 30 


Helen Hayes is expected to re- 
turn with the “Electric Theatre” on 
CBS, Oct. 30. Stanza, sponsored 
by the nation’s electric companies. 
via N. W. Ayer, goes into the Sun- 
day 9 p.m. slot. 

Miss Hayes and playwright-hus- 
band Charles MacArthur are on the 
New Mexico ranch of artist-friend 
Peter Hurd, recovering from the 
shock of daughter Mary’s death. 








FCC Members Due 


McNeill Stands Pat on A 


Chicago. Oct. 4. 

Don MeNeill and the “Breakfast 
Club signing with Swift & Co. 
for the ninth consecutive year, in- 
dicated that TV plans were some- 
thing MeNeill wasn’t worrying 
about until the medium got better 
established “Club” will concen- 
trate on radio alone, and let others 
do the pioneering in TV, at least 
for awhile 

Swift picked up the tab for 30 
minutes of the one-hour show on 
ABC through J. Walter Thompson 
agency. Pact is effective Oct. 24 
for 52 weeks. 





For $5,000 Boost 


Washington, Oct. 4. 

Members of the FCC were as- 
sured of at least a $5,000 boost in 
their annual pay as result of Sen- 
ate action last week on a House 
bill to raise salaries of top bracket 
government executives. The Senate 
voted to give the Commissioners 
$15,000 instead of their present 
$10,000. The House bill provides 
$16,000 with authority given the 
President to pay the chairman 
$18,000 The Senate objected to 
the higher pay for the chairman, 
fearing it would give the President 
too much control of the office. 
The differences in the two bills 
must now be ironed out in confer: 
ence. 

The present salaries paid Com- 
missioners has been ascribed as 
the reason Chairman Wayne Coy 
was reportedly planning to leave 
the agency for an industry job. 
The current scales were severely 
criticized by the Hoover report on 
government reorganization as be- 
ing too low to attract competent 
administrators. 

The McFarland bill to speed up 
FCC procedure, which passed the 
Senate and now awaits action in 
the House, also provides for in- 
creases in Commissioner's pay. Be- 
cause of objections by FCC to 
mandatory reorganization pro- 
visions of the measure, it is doubt- 
ful if the bill will be acted on this 
session 


DON LEE UPS ADAIR 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
J. Carlton Adair has been upped 
to program director of the Don Lee 
Network, succeeding Charles 
Bulotti. Jr.. who was in the post 
since '46. Adair joined the Coast 





web in August, "48, as sales service | \ 


manager. 


| giving every 
| bia’s 


|'CBS walkaway as 


| Bergen on CBS. 
|last Sunday.) 





Aik TAKES | FAN 'Richards’ Three 50 Kw Stations Put 
Ona Temporary Basis by FCC 


IN HOOPER BATTLE 


Initial ratings on some of the 
fall’s major entries would seem to 
ihew to the NBC vs. CBS pattern 


anticipated for the °49-’50 season, 
newly-established 
dominance. On the new Hooper 
Top 15 (Sept. 30) just released. 
CBS cops nine, NBC five and ABC 
one. 
Monday 


program 


as the same 
last year, with 
“Lux Radic Theatre” 


shapes up 
the web's 


tion with a 20.7 rating and the carry- 


over audience giving “My Friend 
Irma” a nifty 16.4. The pre-Lux 
“Talent Scouts” snared 16.4, with 


the Monday night CBS parlay cop- 
ping the three top ratings 

Of particular 
itial Sunday 


interest are the in- 
night Hoopers (though 


with the auxiliary CBS bie guns, 
Amos 'n’ Andy, Edgar Bergen and 
Red Skelton. stil! to be heard from 
Jack Benny opened with a 12.9, 
putting him No. 8 on the Top 
15 On the other hand, NBC's 
competing “Hollywood Calling” 
giveaway fared no better than a 
3.4. Surprising element, too, is 


NBC's new 
acquisition 
Air” which 
whereas the 


Sunday night dramatic 
“Theatre Guild on the 
copped an initial 6.5, 

competing CBS sus- 


tainer “Life With Luigi” grabbed 
off a 10.1. ‘(Skelton has since suc- 
ceeded to the “Luigi” spot.) Walter 
Winchell ABC's competition to 


“Theatre Guild.” snared a comfort- 


able 14.1 No. 7 on the Top 
15), with Eddie Cantor's “Take It 
Or Leave It” putting a 10.5 in the 
NBC Sunday columns Horace 
'Heidt’s initial rating in his new 
CBS time is 10.4. Phil Harris, with 
a 9.2. outrated the CBS’ “Call the 


Police” summer entry. which got 
5.5. but from here on it's Harris vs 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy in the 7:30 sweep- 
stakes. 

With “Sam Spade” 
down the Sunday at 
on NBC, majo 
centers on hy 
will hit into th 


now holding 
eighth berth 
Sabbath interest 
the crime show 
competing Edgar 
(Latter preemed 


Bob Hope's 16.2 and Fibber & 
Molly’s 16.1 came as no surprise, 
assuring NBC's continued hold on 
the Tuesday night audience, and 
only outstripped by Monday night 
on CBS. 

Total impact of the new CBS 
Wednesday night lineup of Bing 
Crosby. Groucho Marx and Burns 
& Allen is still to be determined. 
Crosby opened with a 12.8, with 
Rurns & Allen settling for 11.6 

Columbia looks set to ride herd 
again on Thursday night with its 
suspense-crime lineup, despite the 
NBC parileving of “Screen Guild 
Players.” “Duffy's Tavern,” Perry 
Como and “Dragnet.” Here’s the 
initial CBS payoff: “FBI in Peace 
and War” 11.9: “Mr. Keen” 13.6: 
“Suspense” 16.1: “Crime Photog- 
rapher” 13.3 and “Hallmark Play- 
house” 11.2. Latter is competing 
with Chesterfield new Como show 
on NBC. which teed off with a 6.0. 


Small Town Stations’ 
Sluffoff of Patter 
Shows Pains Diskers 


Chicago, Oct. 4. 
Transcription outfits here are 
crying about the lack of interest 





shown by smal! town stations in 
what the platter firms call “bed- 
rock prices on firstclass shows.” 


Evidence so far is that even with 
shows peddling for as low as 40c, 
the rural indies aren't interested 
The screwball aspect of the sil- 
uation is that the platter firms 
can't figure out why there aren't 
more nibbles. They've already cut 
down their own profit to a point 
“where it isn't decent to talk about 


it,” according to a major outfit. 


One reason mentioned is that 


' the indies rely on their own record 


libraries and figure to keep their 
costs down that way. But as a 
platter peddler put it, “we can 
ship out a series of topnotch shows 


(Continued on page 34) 
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indication of Colum- | 


an- | 
chor show again in the leadoff posi- | 


| Atlass 





What! Skip Dessert? 


Berlin, N. H., Oct. 4 
A new network show has 
crowded the Berlin cily gov- 
ernment off the ait 


Station WMOU informed the 


Mavor and City Council that 
the network commitment 
would make it impossible to 


continue to broadcast’ the 
council meetings at 8 o'clock 
The city fathers were offered 
the 7:30 to 8 spot. however, 
but they decided it was too 
early to arrive at Cc ‘ity Hall. 


50 Blows 7506 
Kosty Musical 


a $750,000 bill- 





CBS. hopeful of 
ings windfall with the sale of the 
newly - auditioned Andre Koste 
lanetz program to Standard Oil of 
New Jersey for a Sunday afternoon 
showcasing, suffered an unexpect- 
ed setback last week when the SO 
board of directors decided to nix 
the whole project and stay out of 
radio 

It was a case of bad timing, as 
far as the CBS program pitch was 
concerned Since it’s involved in 
international commerce with inter- 
ests in Brita n, Canada and other 
countries affected by tne devalu- 
ation of the pound. SO deciged 
that the time was not propitious to 
indulge in radio programming. 
Company intimated that it might 
change its mind at the end of the 
year. 


BACK STABILE APPT. 
TO LANGHAM RWG JOB 


New York Council of the Radio 
Writers Guild voted last Wednes- 
day (28) to back the appointment 
of Jim Stabile, secretary of the 
eastern region, to the post of na- 
tional executive secretary, which 
Roy S. Langham is resigning ef- 
fective Jan. 1. Naming of Stabile 
will have to be passed by the Coast 
and midwest regions and the na- 


tional executive committee and na-— 


tional council. 

Fact that Stabile will hold the 
national and N. Y. positions, and 
also serve as eastern region at- 
torney, 
$5,000 annually in salaries. 


CBS’ 0.&0. Switches 


St. Louis, Oct. 4. 

Wendel! B. Campbell, gen. mgr 
of KMOX, local CBS outlet, has 
been shifted to WCCD, the CBS 
Station in Minneapolis, and has 
been replaced by Erwin H. Shomo, 
of the Chicago CBS organization. 
The switch was made by H. Leslie 
CBS v.p. in charge of the 
Central Division 


Shomo, former Chicago news- 


| paperman, was formerly sales man- 


ager for WBBM in Chicago 

Changes follow the announce- 
ment last week of the appointment 
of Merle Jones, formerly WCCO 
g.m., as general manager of KNX, 
Columbia-owned station in Los An- 
geles. 

In a further shift of personnel, 
Robert Livingston, WBBM's repre- 
sentative in the New York office of 
Radio Sales, Radio and Television 


Stations Representative, CBS, be- 
comes WBBM sales manager, with 
John Akerman, member of the 


WBBM sales force replacing Liv- 
ingston in New York 


Ben Park's Own Setup 


Chicago, Oct. 4 

Ben Park. producer of WMAQ’s 
prize-winning “It's Your Life” pro- 
gram, will head up The Documen- 
tary Co., radio-television package 
firm. 

Associated with Park in the new 
venture are Don Herbert and John 
Leonard, both now on the produc- 

‘tion staff of “Life.” 


| gory. 
latter 


| Instead FCC 


will save the RWG around ' 


Washington, Oct. 

that FCC b. By to 
pursue its mnews-slanting case 
against G. A. Richards was seen 
last week when the agency put all 
three 50 kw siations conirolied by 
the broadcaster on temporary sta- 
tus The Commission previously 
had refused regular license renew- 
al to WGAR, Cleveland It has 
now placed KMPC, Los Angeles, 
and WJR, Detroit. in the same cate- 
Action was taken when the 
two stations filed routine 
applications for three-year licenses 
renewed only until 


Indication 


next Dec. 1 

Hearings have been ordered on 
both the news slanting charges 
and a proposal to transfer voting 
control to a group-of trustees, but 
time and place of proceedings have 
not yet been specified tecently, 
the Commission granted Richards’ 
special counsel, former Sen. Bur- 
ton K. Wheeler, a 30-day time ex- 
tension to file a motion to change 

There's speculation Rich- 
might be contemplating out- 
sale of his controlling in- 


issues 
ards 
right 
terest 
Richards’ proposal to transfer 
voting control, while retaining his 
financial holdings, was trongly op- 
posed by a group of Jewish organ- 
izations. In a petition to the Com- 


mission, they maintained the plan 
offered no assurance Richards’ pol- 
icies would not still prevail and 


contended he should be required 
to divest himself of his interests 

Hearings on the news slanting 
charges were originally scheduled 
to be held last March in Los An- 
geles where Commission staff were 
preparing for the proceedings. 
Within a week of the date set, 
Richards petitioned for a postpone- 
ment, presenting affidavits from 
physicians that his health would be 
endangered if the hearings were 
held and asking that he be given 
time to submit an application to 
transfer voting contro! of his stock. 

The Commission thereupon can- 
celled the date of hearings, pend- 
ing submittal of the application. It 
later combined the transfer pro- 
posal and news slanting case for 
future investigation. 


——— 


Brice 66 Sale 
Marks Cut Trend 


NBC's sale of Fannie Brice to 
Tums for Tuesday night sponsor- 
|ship as a $6,000 a week package 
|points up the drastic downward 
| trend in talent prices 

Several years back when Miss 
' Brice was bankrolled on CBS by 
General Foods, her “Baby Snooks” 
characterization represented a $13,- 
000 talent deal. Subsequently the 
comedienne went unsponsored, re- 
fusing to come down in her price. 

Similar price-slashing situation 
applies to other top talent pack- 
ages invoived in new contracts, 
such as Ozzie & Harriet on ABC. 


Yankee Net Transfer 
Of WAAB, WMTW Okayed 


Washington. Oct. 4. 

Yankee Network transfer of 
WAAB,. Worcester, and WMTW, 
Portland, Me., on a rental arrange- 
ment, were approved yesterday 
(3) by the FCC, with a dissenting 
vote by Commissioner Paul Walk- 
er. Stations will be taken over 
by Radio Enterprises, Inc., headed 
by John A. Baybutt 

Plan of payment calls for a lease 
of the facilities at $40,000 per year, 
with thy purchaser given the right 
to terminate the repjal arrange- 
ment after six years Upon paymen 
of $50,000. 

GILLETTE’S CUFFO SPOTS 

Gillette is donating some of its 
World Series time to the Advertis- 
ing Council, for 30-second public 
service spots. Spots will .plug 
schools, community chests. high- 
way safety, preventing forest fires, 
jete., one subject per game. «- 
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VARIETY 
Dollar’s’ Coast Kine — 


TELEVISION 
Hollywood, Oct. 4. 


Nets Likely to Follow NBC Time Second CBS television show to 
Charges Boost; WNBT, N.Y., Up 33% ssss2stentae"encs Sow 


| Truly, Johnny Dollar.” 
‘seen here live and kinescoped for | 


Wedneaday, October 5, 1949 


Revised TV Station Rates 


Following are the new base network station rates per evening 
hour on NBC-TV, effective Nov. 1, along with the current rates. 
Advertisers contracting for time before Nov. 1 are to get the usual 
six-month protection. 

(Interconnected Stations) 











Boost in network time charges* 














the eastern network, same as the! tation City New Rate Old Rate 
this week by NBC-TV is expected SIMON, Z ANY CHI DISK Ed Wynn show. | BZ-TV, Boston ......... a a $750 $400 
to force the three competing webs Charles Russell a gee o| weas, seonestaty Peo. > a a se | 
. es, | star of the piece from radio an WPTZ, Philadelphia ............. - j 2: | 

‘. ys "; thee dnc: ona JOCK, MAY GO CBS NET Paul Dudley and Gil Doud will} WBAL-TV, Baltimore ...........-. : 550 375 | 
ae 6 oe ae | Chicago, Oct. 4. | script the show for both mediums.| WNBW, Washington .......-....++ ‘ 500 350 
WBNT., key N. Y. flagship station, one Proves ‘ = Ralph Levy, director of the Wynn | WNBT. New York ......0-cceeseees 2.000 } 500 
wae Gest Wov. | and, Ganges Se - yy Sy —y boon show, will — | - the — Siete iweseberseteeas ° = + 
feeling among the top brass at the signed to a 15-minute, twice-week- of the teevee 0 A = on /BEN- A. . “ pepeeeedoenewen ° enn ote 
other three webs that the market ly late p.m. show that may go on Hughes directs the A version. | bg —- cece ener eeeseseese 300 200 
might not be ready for the boost, the CBS-TV net before December | ba ng TV Pr a ee 600 400 
the multi-network affiliations of Zany disk jockey has been judged r mra -« we ye etrolt oc cceseceeccoses a = 
many stations will compe! them to ready for TV atter @ “shakedown W A “ BBG, Ghicags.- ae - — ees im os LJ 
take similar action. cruise” in his sidewalk interview -| y OWIhgs | W rMJ-TV " Milwaukee pee neneecen a 4 

Anticipated move is dictated by strip that’s ‘seen chalking up heavy KSD- I V. St Louis + eeeececcees ia : 
the fact that so many of the TV ratings here e . ae “a Sea PR, cccccccece —- 
outlets now take their chetes - Format will be “uncertain,” ac- , Into H h With WDEI "TV. Wilmington ps ena 200 
2 grey ‘ne a eo cording to a station spokesman, | _ . i ‘ f 

yebs. As res ; > ae . ; ses | ' 
ly deal with the network which who added that the atten will | Total ete 9,725 6.000 

1 t ,, Ig, save money by not Raving to put a) . (Non-Interconnected Stations) 

seuras them the = _ . ag producer and director on the show, time WSB-TV. Atlanta 250 200 

BC can sell a network ~y * “since Simon will probably take | —_- AE ae eee (Tieuwenwee 4 on 
its upped rates, then ya = over everything but the cameras.” | be al ly Th ~ gall lalate ao = 
jae "an @ “their time | First sereening is Oct. 25, | Philadelphia, Oct. 4. KSTP-TV. Minn-St. Paul .......... 325 250 
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V sales chief David Sutton de- are the Hank McCune Show, a 40- jnto the fulltime class last week, ene - = 
clared this week he had no rate minute transcribed screener, start- | when WCAU-TV launched continu- eS ee eee 11,625 7,250 
boost in mind but sales toppers ing Oct. 9; “Time for Beanie,” a ous fare from 2 p.m. through 11 geemmmoe - —__- 
at both ABC-TV and DuMont have 15-minute kid strip, kinescoped on an across-the-board basis. 


called staff meetings to discuss 
NBC's move and plan their future 
action. 


NBC's increase is based on a set 
formula, which calls for the charges 
to go up periodically as set circula- 
tion increases and forces the cost 

er thousand viewers down. Under 
his line of reasoning, rates can be 
increased indefinitely, so long as 
that cost per thousand figure still 
compares favorably with compet- 
ing media. And, as NBC veepee 
Harry C. Kopf pointed out, the 
web's interconnected stations will 
deliver nearly four times as many 
TV homes as a year ago and at a 
eost per thousand 26% lower. 


During the last year, Kopf said, 
the interconnected web rose from 
14 to 25 stations and the available 
families from 603,000 to 2,225,000. 
By April 30, those families are ex- 
= to top the 3,000,000 mark. 

otal rate increase during the year 
has been 43°, while the increase 
in receiver circulation was 78%. 
From November, 1947, to Novem- 
ber, 1949, according to Kopf, the 
cost per thousand on NBC's inter- 
connected web will have dropped 
from $6.31 to $3.15, a decrease of 
nearly 50°. By April 1, 1950, the 
cost per thousand is estimated at 
$2.44. 

He pointed out this is appreci- 
ably lower than comparable rates 
for the leading weekly magazines, 
while the cost per thousand viewers 
in N. Y., where the rates go up 
from $1,500 per hour to $2,000, is 
lower than all but two of the N, Y. 
daily newspapers. 


Witting as Loewi 
Asst. for DuMont 


In the climax of a wholesale re- 
shuffle of DuMont network per- 
sonnel, Chris J. 
(Tues.) was named exec assistant 
to Commander Mortimer Ww. 
Loewi, director of the web. Former 
assistant network director’ in 
charge of operations, 
his new post will supervise the 
web's overall affairs and will be in 
active charge of the entire organi- 
zation. 


His appointment follows two 
weeks of staff trimming and per- 
sonnel shakeups, in which almost 
50 staffers were lopped. Among 
the execs leaving were Len Hole. 
Witting’s former boss as director 
of network operations, and Tony 
Kraber, chief of program prepara- 
tion. While DuMont has shown a 
profit for the last few years be- 
cause of its receiver and trans- 
mitting equipment sales, the broad- 
cast end of the business has con- 
sistently wound up in the red. New 
setup, consequently, is believed a 
major thrust forward in prez Dr. 
Allen B. DuMont's efforts to turn 





a profit eventually in the network. | 


Witting, with DuMont since 
June, 1947, has had considerable 
background in both show business 


| “Miss Liberty.” 





Witting yesterday | 


Witting in. 


“| p.m. 
from the Coast: and twice-weekly The station. 


long active in day- 


boxing matches, likewise kine- time telecasting, introduced its 
scopes, from KTLA, the Para- «pape 19” (WCAU-TV is on Chan- 
mount TV outlet in Los Angeles. 


nel 10), a variety program which 


Latter is sponsored by “Last Sport 
Shop. 


Luckies’ 206 Tab 
On Admiral Show? 


Lucky Strike cigarets, sponsor- 
ing only football games on tele- 
vision at this time, is negotiating 
with NBC-TV and the William 
Morris office to pick up the tab 
on “Broadway Revue.” Hour-long 
show, bankrolled last season by 
Admiral Radio, carries an esti- 
mated $20,000 talent and produc- 
tion budget. Agency for Luckies 
on TV is N. W. Ayer 


Doan’s “Vanity Fair’ CBS show 
which holds the 5 to 5:30 slot. 
Bob Russell, long a night club 
fave in this area, is the singing 
master of ceremonies. The show 
attempts to supply something of 
interest for every member of the 
family and Russell’s job is to tie in 
the various segments. These in- 
clude a daily fashion show, the 


Williams, Dave Stephens and the 
WCAU orchestra, with vocals by 
Virginia Diehl and Art Sidrow; Ed 
McMahon to do the interviews with 
stage, fashion and sports celebs, 
and teenage features under the di- 
rection of Pat White, teen column- 
ist for the Camden Courier-Post 
The step-up in programming 
Admiral, it has been learned, | time places WCAU-TV among the 
will be on the hook for weekly nation’s television leaders in the 
salary checks to Sid Caesar and matter of time on the air. The 
Imogene Coca, co-stars on last station now brings its audience an 
year’s “Revue,” until the show is (Continued on page 33) 


sold to another sponsor. Admiral | 
WSB-TV’s Ga. Tech Lineup 


picked up the options on both 
Atlanta, Oct. 4. 


players at the close of last season's 
Followers of Georgia Tech's Yel- 





cycle, with the deal calling for 
the stars to get paid something 
more than a token salary for 26 


weeks starting Sept. 1, or until low Jackets will be able to see 
the show returned to the air. Mary their heroes in action in out-of- 
McCarty, also on last season’s 


town games via WSB-TV this sea- 
son 24 nours later. 

First in series was telecast of 
Jackets’ losing clash with Tulane’s 
mighty Green Wave, played Sat- 
urday (1) in New Orleans, Sunday 
(2) at 6:30 p.m. Films of game 
made especially for WSB-TV were 
flown here after game and are 
shown in their entirety. Ed Dan- 
forth, sports editor of Atlanta 
Journal, which owns WSB-TV, and 
Bobby Dodd, coach of Techsters, 
appear with films and handle play- 
by-play explanations and commen- 
tary. 

Series is sponsored by General 
Electric Radio and Television deal- 
ers, who also sponsor telecasts of 
Tech’s home games played at 
Grant Field here. Thad Horton 
,acts as emcee. 


“Revue,” would heve come under 
the pact too, except that she is 
| now appearing on Brozedway in 


“Revue” is packaged by Max 
Liebman. Luckies is also consider- 
ing an hour-long dramatic series 
starring Robert Montgomery, if 
| the deal for “Revue” falls through 
and if Montgomery can spare the 
time from his film work and his 
new commentator show on ABC 
radio. 





Cleveland—Sunoco, ruled off the 
TV-grid lanes here when the Na- 
tional League said “no” to a Cleve- 
land outlet, signed for three colle- 
oe contests including games Oct. 

2, Nov. 5. First game was last 
week. 


Hoffman Becomes Biggest in Coast 
Video With $200,000 Yearly Budget 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 

Hoffman Television Corp. has set 
up a $200,000 budget for video this 
| year, thus making firm biggest west 
‘coast spender to date. Only $10.- 
000 of the teevee budget vill be 
Spent in markets other than he 
/west coast area. In addition to its 
video layout, Hoffman has set aside 








ship of the UCLA-USC grid-games. 
KFMB is picking up the games 
from KECA and re-transmitting 
them. In addition to football 
games on KFMB, Hoffman is spend- 
ing $15,000 on a weekly western 
layout in San Diego. 

KGO-TV, San Francisco, is 
telensing the “Dude Martin Hoff- 


runs from 3 to 6 p.m., with the ex- | 
ception of one half-hour, Dorothy | 


song and dance work of Smiley | 


| $250,000 for other forms of adver- 
tising. 

Hoffman is sponsoring programs 
in Los Angeles, San Diego, San 
Francisco and Seattle. Locally 
, Hoffman is spending $30,000 on the 


| 





and finance. He was formerly |UCLA-USC football games being 
with Price, Waterhouse, supervis- | telensed by KECA-TV. Games are 
ing several top industries includ-| being cosponsored with Dodge 
ing radio. He joined USO-Camp dealers. In addition tele-firm is 
Shows in 1941 as comptroiler and spending about $3,500 for a 15-min- 
an officer and served through the ute pre-football show each week. 
war, except for a year’s tour of | Hoffman has also laid out $4,000 to 
duty with the Maritime Service. |KFMB-TV, San Diego, for sponsor- 


man Hayride” which runs the video 
firm close to $25,000 yearly. Hoff- 
man has purchased the University 
of Washington grid games in 
Seattle for $20,000 and is laying out 


added coin for weekly high school | 


tilts. 

In addition, Hoffman is spending 
$5,000 for shows over KLEE-TV, 
Houston, and WBAP-TV, Fort 
Worth. Firm is picking up the tab 


on a western layout in Fort Worth 


and on a football rally show in 
Houston, 


FCC Ruling on Microwave Relays 
Attacked as Giving Bell Monopoly 





Potter Names Potter 
Dallas, Oct. 4. 


Jack L. Potter, son of Tom Pot- 
ter, owner of KBTV, has been 
named prez of the new television 
outlet here. 


v.p. at at the same time. 


TV on Balto’s 
School Agenda 


Baltimore, Oct. 4. 
Baltimore's public schools now 
are using television lessons as part 
of their reguiar curricula. The 
lessons which originate in the 
studios of WBAL-TV were ar- 
ranged by Dr. David E. Welgein, 


former director of public school 
education in Baltimore and now 





public service counselor for the) 
in cooperation with the. 


station, 
committee on audio-visual educa- 
tion of the school department and 
_ will continue once a week through- 
out the school year. 

The first series of five lessons is 
entitled ‘Melody Instruments,” 


and will be conducted by Richard | 
C. Berg, superintendent of instru- | 


mental music of Baltimore public 
schools. Mr. Berg will lecture 
from WBAL-TV’s studios and his 
instruction will be picked up by 
television sets placed in the class- 
rooms of third and fourth grade 
students throughout the city. 
Thirty-six sets have been loaned 
to the schools by a Philco dis- 
tributing concern and an additional 
12 sets will be available within the 
near future. The music series will | 
_be followed by lessons on safety, | 
library work and other subjects. | 
Teachers will follow up the tele- 
cast lectures with lectures ampli- 
fying the current subject. 
| The idea for using television as | 
a part of the public schools’ regu- | 
lar courses of study was conceived | 
| last year by Dr. Weglein, following | 
a period of months during the 1948 
1949 school year when Dr. Weglein 
and members of the school depart- 
/ment’s committee experimented | 
with the idea of conducting lessons | 
in music and history. 


"49 TV SET OUTPUT 
TO TOP 2,000,000 


— Washington, Oct. 4. 
Likelihood that video set produc- 
tion for 1949 will well exceed 2.- 
000,000 was evident from figures 
released Saturday (1) by the Radio 
Manufacturers Assn. RMA esti- 
mated industry output for August 
at over 200,000 sets, a new high, 
with factories expecting “brisk fall 
and winter trade.” onth’s pro- 
duction was more than double that 
of July. 


} 











J. Curtis Sanford was appointed | 


Washington, Oct. 4. 
FCC’s proposed rules to allow 
inter-city microwave relays for tel- 
evision network operations only 
until common carrier facilities are 
available, were attacked yesterday 
(3) as giving Bell Telephone a mo- 

nopoly on video interconnection. 


In a statement filed with the 
Commission by Raytheon Mfg. Co., 
producers of relay equipment and 
permittee of a TV station in Bos- 
ton, the agency was told its pro- 


| posed policy “would create in the 


American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. a monopoly of inter-city tele- 
vision network service and of the 
manufacture and sale of equipment 
designed for use in inter-city tele- 
vision relay, all in violation of the 
Communications Act and contrary 
to the policy of the Commission te 
promote the rapid development of 
television.” 

Raytheon declared the Commis- 
sion proposal discourages construc- 
tion by broadcasters cf inter-city 
facilities which would have to be 
abandoned when A.T.&T. has ser- 
vice available, even if inferior. “No 
company,” it asserted, “could af- 
ford to make a substantial new in- 
vestment in a relay system in the 
face of the Commission's injunc- 
tion ‘to amortize their investments 
at the earliest possible date’ and its 
statement that the service is ‘a 
purely temporary measure’.” 

The intention of the Commission 
to grant licenses to other common 
carriers than Bell, said Raytheon, 
would probably limit competition 
to Western Union and to a few 
links between the most important 
cities. What would probably hap- 
pen, it continued, is that there 
would be little competition even 
between principal cities because 
the Commission probably would 
not permit duplication of adequate 
facilities furnished by A.T.&T. and 
in the “skim milk” areas which 
Bell does not consider promising, 
Raytheon said, it would not be like- 
ly that competitors would venture. 

Yet, it is just these areas. com- 
pany contended, which can and 
should be effectively served by pri- 
vate relays. Broadcasters wishing 
to put in relays to connect their 
cities with the Beil system should 
be encouraged to do so, it declared. 


FOWLER SAILS TO JOIN 
CBS IN VIDEO DEPT. 


London, Oct. 4. 

Roy Alexander Fowler sailed for 
New York last Saturday (1) to take 
up his appointment as associate di- 
rector on the production side of 
CBS-TV network. 

Fowler, who is author of “The 
Film in France” and the biography 
“Orson Welles,” joined the BBC- 
TV service from Doric Films. At 
Alexandra Palace he was associ- 
ated with the production of all the 
Jack Hulbert shows, and earlier in 
the year acted as his personal as- 
sistant on the stage production of 
“Her Excellency.” 
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WEBS DANGLE ‘READY-MADES’ 





~ Price Tags on TV Availabilities 


Following is a list of package television programs now available 
and the prices being asked for them by the various TV networks. 
Most of them are house-built programs but those packaged by out- 
side indie producers are also included. Figures quoted are estimates 
and subject to change, depending on the talent involved. They rep- 
resent talent and production costs only, exclusive of time charges: 
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eG ea van 
54th Street Revue 

Paul Whiteman TV Teen Club 
Jack Carter & Co. .. 

Roller Derby 
Bowling Headliners 
Chuck Wagon 


oeeeeeeee 


54th Street Revue 
Front Page 


One Man's Family (Cc arleton Morse) 


Dolphe Martin Show 
Broadway Spotlight (Martin 
Actors Studio (World Video) 
Starring Boris Karloff 
Wesley 

Believe It Or Not 

Red Barber's Football Huddle 


(One Hour Programs) 


eee wee eee eeeees 


ee eere ere eee eee eee e eee 


Jones) 


Volume One, Numbers One to Six 


Garroway at Large 

Blind Date (Bernie Schubert 
Beat the Clock 

Black Robe (Phillips Lord) 
Eddie Condon Floor Show 
Mr. I. Magination 

Ted Steele Show 

Jacques Fray Music Room 
Club Seven 

Mary Kay and Johnny 
Roller Derby 


Author Meets Critics (Martin Stone) 


Stand By For Crime 
Critic At Large (World Video) 
Cartoon Tele-Tales 


Geen es BOW 2c ceeess 
Red Barber’s Clubhouse 
Sonny Kendis Show 


Cliff Edwards Show 
In the First Person 
Lucky Pup .. 
_Blues By Bargy 


World \ 


(ee ee eee eeeee eee eee ee eeee 


.NETWORE.. 
CBS $15,000 


6t0¢seabnednemen ABC 8.000 
ee ee reer ABC 6,865 
Giniisceine vin awe ABC 2,600 
ABC 2.400 

imetenaeae CBS 995 

ian aieaees CBS $10,000 
eneeeeeeen CBS 9,450 

‘tees eRewE NBC 8.500 

eT eee ee CBS 8,400 

ee ee NBC 8.000 
eee ABC 6,150 
seeesecoeeeoes ABC 6.000 
$o866688.888 CBS 5.950 
we NBC 6.500 
CBS 4,650 

Wyllis Cooper) ABC 4.690 
NBC 4.500 

ABC 4.000 

CBS 3.600 

NBC 3.500 

ideo) NBC 3.500 

CBS 3.470 

ee ee ee ee CBS 3,275 
re ee ABC 3,000 
saéenene omen. ABC 2 260 
(o06e0eunneee< NBC 2,000 
pitinwee heme ABC 1,825 
ee ee ABC 1,750 

vere ree Tee ABC 1,750 
eT ee ABC 1,070 
pede ABC 750 

Peed tees SOR EERS CBS $3,140 

(2 per wk.) 

ii ellie elt icine ae . CBS 2,100 
a CBS 1,225 
(1 per wk 

CBS 1,150 

CBS 925 

CBS 775 

CBS 350 











There’s Nothing Slow About H'wood, 
Already Ballied as World's Tele Center 





Hollywood, Oct. 4. * 


Call it 
thinking, 


premature or wishful | 
but the Hollywoods have 


already ordered the signs made. to | 


be posted at the city limits. They 


read: You Are Now Entering Hol- | 


lywood, Television Capital of the 
World. 

In this town built on gags and 
make-believe they get realistic 


ever so often and quite serious, 


over something new that comes 
along to fan their ego. Television 
is their oyster, and they mean to 
give New York and the rest of the 
country only the cast-off shells. 
What prompted this sotten | 
burst of wild enthusiasm are two 
developments, to wit, the high 
quality of the Ed Wynn kinescope 
and the low cost of filming “Life 
of Riley.” Both feet are through 
the door to the promised land, they 
like to believe, so start packing, 


you easterners, we'll try to make | 


room for you out here, even if the 
swimming poo! isn't tile-banked. 
CBS ran off the kine of Wynn- 


with-Speidel, both on straight pro-| 


jection and _  close-circuited on 
“system,” to a specially invited au- 
dience of high agency nabobs. It 
was voted unanimously a big suc- 
cess and the quality of the record- 
ing far better than anything com- 
ing out of the east. Picture lacked 


the peach-fuzz outline and smoggy | 


haze of kinnies from the east and 
(Continued on page 33) 


ADMIRAL’S COIN 
FOR ‘LIGHT’S OUT’ 


Admiral Radio this week finally | 
signed to sponsor NBC-TV's 





“Lights Out,” after several weeks | 
Half-hour | 


of being on the verge. 


' 
' 
' 
i 


U. of P.’s TV Courses 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4. 
Courses in television were begun 
today (Tues.) by WCAU-TV and 


| the University of Pennsylvania un- 
‘der the university's College Col- 


lateral Courses Division. 


Enrollment is limited to 35 stu- 
dents, chosen on the basis of scho- 
lastic rating, radio and television 
experience and broadcasting back- 
_— 


$4500,000 For 
TV in Canad 


Toronto, Oct. 

In order to get TV under a 
in Canada, the Federal government 
will give a grant of $4,500,000 to 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
for the establishment of TV sta- 
tions in Toronto and Montreal, ac- 
cording to budgetary estimates an- 
nounced to Parliament. The gov- 
ernment will also provide another 
$1,293,375 for extra purchases of 
“reserves of material.” 


These are the first two grants 
for that expenditure on initial TV 
| setups in Toronto and Montreal as 
the nucleus of a later trans-Canada 
| TV chain, similar to the CBC’s two 
national English language net- 
works now serving Canada’s na- 
| tionalized radio needs. 


Tony Kraber to CBS-TV | 


Tony Kraber, who resigned two | 








weekly series, as a result, will be weeks ago as DuMont’s manager 
shifted over to the Mondays at of program preparation, has joined 


9 p.m. slot. 
Admiral is paying a reported 


| CBS-TV as an exec producer. 
In that position he'll work with 


000 per week talent and pro- program chief Charles Underhill 
duction nut on “Lights,” with the and his associate, Jerry Danzig, in 


Kudner ad agency handling the ac- the planning, administration and | 
count. 


execution 6f new shows. 


-PRICE...+ 


AE 
all 








Advertisers wanting to get into | 


television with 


Aienso op ame aly 


a ready-made au- 
€. r 


en "ow ne little 


as $350 for a 15-minute p: ackage. 
Major 


ing a string of house-built pack- 


ages at prospective bankrollers. 
most of which have had a sus- 
taining run from time to time 


and so have had a chance to build 
a following. 


In addition to the programs that 


are presentiy being aired or were 


pulled after several months with- 
the 


shows 


out a sponsor, 


list which have 


been unveiled to the 


a long of 


never public 
but which are packaged and ready 
to go. On the assumption that they 
cannot do justice to certain types 
of shows on a sustaining basis. the 
vebs have been sitting on many of 
these Most of those in this list 
have been kinescoped for audition 
purposes and the network sales- 
men are submitting the kines to 
interested ad agencies. 
Number of programs that 
webs have available for sponsor- 
Ship indicates their continued em- 
phasis on creating their own pack- 
ages. 
have no argument with 
over program control, such as they 
had in radio. They point out that 
the time and effort necessary to 
produce a video program necessi- 
tates their taking shows from any 
source available. It is generally 
conceded, however, that the nets 
would prefer to maintain complete 
control over all shows and thus 
they have continued to stress 
creative program development. 
In addition to the house pack- 
ages, the webs are also pitching 
a long string of shows put together 
od indie producers on which they 
have taken an option. Of these, 
ABC has the longest list, topped 
by such programs as 
Meets the Critics” (Martin Stone 
| Associates), up for sale at $1,750; 
“Blind Date” (Bernie Schubert), 
lavailable at $4,000, and Actors 
| Studio (World Video), being of- 
| fered at $6,150. (All figures quoted 
‘are for talent and production only 


and do not include time charges.) | 


Most of the current NBC avail- 
bilities are either on the air now 
or have been showcased at some | 
time. List includes such programs | 
as “Garroway at Large,” now aired 
Sundays at 10 p.m. and up for 
sale at $4,500; “Lights Out,” now 
aired Friday nights at 9:30 on al- 
| ternate weeks and available at 
1$5,000, and “One Man's Family,” | 
|scheduled to preem in two weeks | 
land offered at $8,500. NBC also 
has a string of shows on ice, such 
| as its three-hour Saturday night 
‘lineup and a 15-minute musicale 
with Evelyn Knight, which won't 
take the air until sponsors are | 
found. 


| CBS availabilities, for the most 
|part, have been showcased at one 
time or another. They range from 
the vaudeoer, “54th Street Revue,” 

available in a half-hour size for 
$10,000 or a full hour for $15,000+ 
and up (depending on the talent, 
employed), down to the 15-minute 
musicale, “Blues by Bargy,” of- 
fered at $350 per shot. DuMont 
availabilities include the 


in the Wednesday night “Program 
Playhouse” slot, as well as a string 
of moppet programs and other 
shows which are now on the air. 
Prices on these vary with the 
talent. 











| Another TV Censor 


Chicago, Oct. 4. 

Television gets another cen- 
sor, and the National Parent- 
Teacher Congress gets another 
bogey to keep an eye on. 

The PTA Board of Mana- 
gers, meeting here at their 
convention, voted to watch 
“unwholesome television pro- 
grams,” along with other ju- 
venile pastimes. 





TV networks are now pitch- | 


webs also have 


the | 


Network execs contend they | 
agencies | 


“Author | 


list of | 
shows that have been showcased | 





There’s No Biz Like 


What originally was tabbed 
“This Is Broadway” and for a 
few hopeful days was changed 


to “Inside Broadway” has now 
become “This Is Show Busi 
ness.” 


Because of the title conflict 


in the brace of back-to-back 
Sunday night TV shows which 
preemed last Sunday (2) 


“Tonight on Broadway.”’ and 
“This Is Broadway’’—latter 
was changed to “Inside Broad 
way,” but the network didn't 
reckon on Arthur Schwartz, 
producer of the Chevrolet 
sponsored “Inside U.S.A.” on 


CBS-TV, putting up a terrifi 
squawk. Unfortunately, Colum 
bia had already gone to the 


expense of ordering theatre 
marquee lights, programs, pre 
paring “Inside Broadway” con 
tinuity for the show,etc 


CBS yielded to Schwartz 
and at the last minute came 
up with “This Is Show Busi- 
ness.” 


Newest suit threat ripple de- 
veloped Monday (3) when Leo 
Shull, publisher of Show Busi- 
ness mag, served notice on 
producer Irving Mansfield that 
he would fight to prevent use of 
the new title. Claims he has it 
registe red and copyr righte d. 


‘So Near And 
Yet So. Far, 
TV Color Song 


Washington, Oct. 


| 





“Never was anything so near 


so far away.” 


This remark, heard at the color 


television hearings last week, about 
sums up the confusion caused by 
conflicting testimony on readiness 
of color. The timetable estimates 
seem to depend on wiat system 
might be adopted and the identifi- 
cation of the witness. 

While members of the FCC 
were trying to narrow the time for 
possible licensing of color to a 
matter of months, Dr. Allen B. Du- 
Mont, head of DuMont Labs, was 
saying in Passaic, N. J., that no 
system would be commercially feas- 
| ible for 10 to 20 years. And Justin 
Miller, prexy of NAB, was telling 
reporters in Des Moines, that color 
is as least five years away. 

The best FCC could get out of 
manufacturing industry witnesses 
last week was “several years.”” Dr. 
Elmer Engstrom of RCA thought 
‘the Commission could make a de- 
cision after six months of field test- 
ing the various systems. Raymond 
Cosgrove, prexy of RMA, indicated 
the six months his organization 
recommended for testing might be 
‘cut if there was “urgency. 

But no assurance has been given 
the Commission that the large 
number of sets needed for the tests 
would be forthcoming. RCA has 


(Continued on page 33) 


‘TIME DROPS OPTION 
ON ‘CRUSADE’ CYCLE 


Time, Inc., which is bankrolling 
the first cycle of 26 episodes of 
| “Crusade in Europe,” has dropped 
its option on the second and third 

-eycles. Second run of “Crusade” 
,is due to start Nov. 3. 

ABC-TV, which paid $390,000 for 
the vidpix ‘produced by March of 
Time for 20th-Fox) is offering the 
series at cost, $5,000 per telecast, 
plus time charges. Web. is also 
mulling idea, suggested. by some of 
it¢ affiliates, to co-op “Crusade” in 
the event a network sponso. isn't 
inked. 


| WITH DU MONT ‘TRIALS’ 


rANY TI TESTED" FCCina Tinted Muddle: To Approve 
CAN GOME- nN Any Color Now, While Sets Are Few, 
Or Wait While Sets Increase Rapidly 


By JACK LEVY 


Washington, Oct. 4 
went into its second 
week color hearings today 
Tues.), with the issue before it 
more puzzling and yet more press- 
ing than when the proceedings 
started The agency is in a rat 
race against time, what with over 
200,000 new television sets each 
month added to the 2,000,000 now 
in use and the ultimate decision, if 
it goes one way, affecting each and 
everyone of them in some degree. 
Any speculation at this stage of 
the game must be accompanied by 
the possibility of some new element 
being introduced into the situation 
as the hearings progress. Consid- 
ering that three 6-me color systems 
have come along in a matter of 
months, there’s no telling what 


The FCC 


of 


CBS’ Tint Spree 


Washington, Oct. 4 
| Official demonstrations 

CBS color, beginning here 
(6), will cover a 
of subjects. FCC 
the pro- 


of 


Thursday 
wide range 
disclosed yesterday 
gram material will include 
dancing, singing, juggling, 
| fashions, near and far shots, 
| different types of lighting and 
| background, slides and test 
pattern. 
Tests 
part of 
hearings, 
Thursday 
next day 


held as an integral 
current color video 
will consume all of 
and two hours the 
Seven receivers will 
be used, four to show 6 MC 
color only, one showing wider 
channel color, one to demon- 
strate color as seen on a con- 





verted black and white set, 
and one showing both color 
and monochrome. 

-_ - — 





somebody may cook up which may 
simplify the whole problem. 

Right now the question of color 
perfection is inextricably tied up 
with color availability. There 
might be a dozen systems, each pro- 
ducing excellent color pictures, 
and still no color broadcasting. 
The “availability” factor is the au- 
dience to receive the color pictures. 
This is generally not understood 
by observers who exclaim, upon 
seeing color television for the first 
time at the informal CBS demon- 
strations, “color is here!” 

The problem of providing the 
color audience is seemingly more 
complex than that of providing the 
color transmissions. Is the audi- 
ence to include owners of black 
and white sets. which the industry 
estimates will be 3,000,000 by the 
end of the year? If so, will those 
owners buy converters to get color? 
Or will the audience come largely 
from purchasers of new color re- 
ceivers, expected to cost at the out- 
set two to three times as much as 
black and white sets? 

FCC's $64 Question 

Thus, the basic question FCC 
will have to decide is whether its 
responsibility is merely to ailow 
stations to transmit color pictures 

(Continued on page 33) 


CHEVROLET PADS LIST 


Chevrolet, which already has 
more sponsored shows on television 
than any other advertiser, signed 
this week to bankroll a new video 
version of ‘Famous Jury Trials” o 
WABD (DuMont, N.Y.). Series of 
half-hour dramatic programs will 
be launched tonight (5) in the 9:30 
to 10 o'clock slot. Agency is 
Campbell-Ewald. 

DuMont's key N. Y. flagship will 
also preem tonight a new half-hour 
series titled “The Plainclothes 
Man,” slotting it half-an-hour 
earlier than “Trials.” Timing will 
give the station two mystery pro- 
grams back-to-back. “Réainclothes 


‘Man” is open to sponsorship. 











VARIETY 
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a AUCTION-AIRE TROPIC HOLIDAY 
INSIDE U. 8. A. WITH FRONT PAGE . | Rebel . 

CHEVROLET _ With o— Daly, ._~ Eaters | Color TV Review SR ee, Ree Sante With raf - my Sock and revue: 
With Peter Lind —~ we — . =k Locus Dowers, | Producer: Masterson, Reddy & Writer: Jesse Marks 

Healy, Sheila tos rch: Mar. Producer: Donald Davis (for World Nelson Director: Lou Dahiman 


Colby, Jay Blackten orch; Mar- 
garet O’Brien, guest; ensemble 
Writer: Sam Taylor 
uecer: Arthur Schwartz 
irector: Sherman Marks 
yries: Ira Gershwin, Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d, Albert Stillman, 
Howard Deitz 
Music: Schwartz 
Choreography: Paul Godkin 
30 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
CHEVROLET 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Campbell-Ewald } 
“Inside U. S. A. With Chevrolet” 
is one of the most refreshing and 
eguiling musicals to hit the video 
cameras. There wasn't a TV cliche 
in the 30-minute premiere stanza 


rthur Schwartz and the Camp- 
piicEwald agency have whipped 
fogether a bigleague entry that 
treats tele as something that has 
passed the adolescent stage 

“U. S. A.’s” outstanding virtue 
lies in its approach to video—in 
the fashioning of a musical revue 


generic to the medium. It bursts at 
the seams with originality with 
new faces, freshness, good music 
and lyrics, a qualitative scripting 
job. If the sum total failed to 
emerge as something distinguished 
the viewer nonetheless was alerted 
to the fact that here, at least. TV 
was being treated as a mature 
entertainment medium 


“U. S. A.” is one ot the costliest 
shows to bow on tele ‘with a $22.- 
000 talent-production nut), and the 
productional accoutrements be 
speak the heavy investiture. Until 
the first of the year, when it's 
scheduled for a weekly showcas 
ing, it'll be presented on an every- 
other-week basis, thus permitting 
for the more exacting production 
standard. Whether it can maintain 
the pace or the freshness of the 
opening show as a week-to-week 
attraction remains to be _ deter- 
mined. 

Right down the line. to and 
including the integrated Chevrolet 
commercials which are woven into 
the program's continuity yet man- 
age to biend into the half-hour 
entertainment pattern, it’s a strict 
ly pro job. That goes for the per- 
formances of star Peter’ Lind 
Hayes and Marv Healy: the 
dancing of Sheila Bond, the nifty 
scripting material by Samuel 
Taylor ‘with an assist from Russell 
Begges); the collaborative lvric 
treatment given Schwartz’ music 
by Oscar Hammerstein, 2d: Ira 
Gershwin, Howard Deitz and Al- 
bert Stillman; the choreography by 
Paul Godkin (theugh this suffered 
from the limited camera range): 
the finesse with which the fresh- 
looking ensemble was introduced: 
the ability to properly project 
guest talent (in this instance ex-MG 
star Margaret O'Brien’, and of 
major TV importance, the fine 
execution of camera work, which 
extracted maximum benefits from 
the closeup technique, notably with 
Hayes and Miss O'Brien. 

The thematic “Inside U. S. A..” 
of course, is a carryover from the 
Schwartz-Dietz musical legiter of 
Jast season, with a lyrical switch to 
tie in with the Chevvy plugging. It 
was introed by the entire ensemble, 

anning into a “You Can Call Me 

eter” single by the star, sitting 
in the bankroller’s product, and 
seguing into a filmed sequence of 
Hayes embarking on his “Inside 

. S. A.” junket, with an animated 
map and telegrammed flashes of 
Hayes’ arrival in Tennessee. Cali- 
fornia, D. C., etc., tieing the various 
numbers together. 

Initial skit, “All-Star Trom- 
bone,” starring Hayes, with Lee 
Goodman and Jim Kirkwood. was 
a cleverly-wrought takeoff on grid 
coaches anxious to grab off top 
mea talent, in this instance 

ayes playing an Ossawatomie 
music coach, with Kirkwood as the 
sought-after trombonist. 
oi A Schwartz - Stillman original, 

I'm Looking Down on the Moon.” 
—_ by Mary Healy and danced 
by he entire ensemble, gave the 
initial inkling that. production and 
talent-wise, “U.S. A.” was demand- 
ing exacting Broadway standards 
for video. 

Skit “The Head of the Family.” 
with Margaret O’Brien, Hayes and 
Miss Healy, was distinguished not 
so much for the comedy but in 
the proper utilization of guest 
talent and the camera's enhance- 
ment of the personality. To the 
trade-wise, skit's real-life facsimile 
was suggestive. 

Easily the standout 
was the “Tennessee 
number, with its Hammerstein 
lyrics ‘actually a reprise of an 
oldie). As sung by Marion Colby 
and particularly as executed by 
dancer Sheila Bond, a looker. with 
an ensemble assist, it was the 

show stopper” of the premiere 
presentation. 

For the next -to-closing, the 
Hayes-Goodman-Kirkwood combo 
were featured in an Ira Gershwin- 
Schwartz “Land of Opportunitee” 


sequence 
Fish Fry” 


Video) 

Director: Franklin Heller 

Writer: Alvin Sapinsley, based on 
play by Ben Hecht and Charies 

MacArthur 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining | 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

This newest version of “Front 
Page” might not stop the presses 
but CBS and World Video have 
certainly come up with a saleable 
television show. Program is to be 
a weekly half-hour series based on 
the Ben Hecht-Charles MacArthur 
play and, if it can sustain the swift 
pace and interest generated by the 
preem last Thursday (29), it should 
cop a strong rating—and a bank- 
roller—very soon. 

Initial presentation indicated the 
ultimate success will fall mainly 
on the shoulders of scripter Alvin 
Sapinsley Production, cast and 
direction can duplicate the atmos- 
phere of the original legiter but 
the story will have to be good 
enough each week to keep ’em tun- 
ing in. First one, while slightly 
spoiled by a contrived, trite end- 
ing, had the stuff. Played against 
a simulated police department 
press room which virtually car- 
bonned the set used on Broadway, 
it had to do with an attempt on the 
life of the mayor and the way the 
crime was foiled by the stalwart 
antics of managing editor Walter 
“urns and his top reporter, Hildy 
Johnson 

While there is probably no news- 














VANITY FAIR 


‘With Dorothy Doan, Peter Hunt, 


Hazel Markel, John Greer 
Director: Frances Buss 
30 Mins.; 10:45 a. m., Fri. (30) 
CBS color experiments from Wash- 
ington 
Whatever the final score will be 
in the current color battle, CBS 


Director: Eddie Nugent 
| 30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 
LIBBY, McNEILL & LIBBY 
ABC-TV, from N. Y. 

(J. Walter Thompson) 
| Jn the face of the FCC's pend- 
ing ban on giveaway shows, ABC- 
TV and Libby Foods teed off one 





\of the most blatant giveawayers 


is getting plenty attention with its | yet to hit video last Friday night 


experimental shows. 


Everybody | (30). “Auction-Aire,” in which both 


and his whole family clamor for | the studio and home audience bid 


seats at the Statler hotel suite, 
where demonstrations have been 
shown the past week. And every- 


body goes away impressed. 
“Vanity Fair,” assembled for a 
special demonstration for an au- 


dience composed largely of radio 
lawyers, showed know-how and 
foresight on the part of the web’s 
staff Emceed by Dorothy Doan, 
with a specially prepared version 
of her regular Columbia TV fash- 
ion-decorating show, show was de- 
signed to put color’s best foot for- 
ward. The inevitable comparison 
with black and white video had to 
be made to latter's disadvantage. 
Keynote of the show, women’s 
fashions, Peter Hunt furniture dec- 
orating motif, table decor, etc., was 
obviously conceived to open up to 
the skeptics as yet unexplored 
fields of TV advertising. Whether 
it went beyond that is still a moot 
question 

CBS screened its colorcast on 
two types of receivers in two sepa- 
rate rooms between which specta- 
tors shifted to evaluate both. One 
consisted of a color converter on 


paper operating today the way 4 candard RCA receiver. the other 
a = e+ — —— of the special set made to receive 
—s a, Heller this system of color by Zenith. 
pao : Latter stood head and shoulders 


and his cast maintained a machine- 
gun pace throughout. CBS news- 
caster John Daly, in what was 
claimed to be his first dramatic 
roie, apparently copied all those 
who had preceded him as the m.e. 
and, in so doing, came up with an 
excellent characterization. Mark 
Roberts was equally outstanding 
as Johnson. Jan Shaw as his girl- 
friend, Leona Powers as_ her 
mother, Cliff Hall as the mayor and 
the various reporters, cops and 
robbers were fine. Stal. 





AUTHOR MEETS THE CRITIC 
With John McCaffrey. medera- 
tor: Max Lerner, J. Raymond 

Walsh, Godfrey P. Schmidt 
Writer: Jerry Coopersmith 
Director: Hal Gerson 
Producer: Martin Stone 
30 Mins.; Mon., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from N. Y. 

“Author Meets the Critic.” return- 
ing to the TV airlanes this season 
without a bankroller, resumes its 
place as a topranking adult pro- 
gram. Which is not to say that it is 
an uncommercial item. This show, 
despite its —- intellectual stand- 
ards, is highly stimulating in its 
dramatie conflict of ideas and per- 
sonalities. Any dialer who enjoys 
a hot discussion will get a kick, in | 
addition to some _ educational | 
values, out of this airer. 


Season's initial stanza (3) was a. 
verbal slugfest centering around 
Max Lerner’s collection of daily | 
column's published as a book under | 
the title of “Actions and Passions.” 
Dealing with crucial — and 
moral problems of the day, the 
book evoked strong feelings and 
arguments from protagonist J. Ray- 
mond Walsh, antagonist Godfrey 
P. Schmidt and the author himself. 
Perhaps better qualified critics 
could have been chosen to dissect | 
this book with more light and less 
heat, but the discussion maintained 
a consistent level of interest. As | 
moderator, John McCaffery did his 
usually urbane job of defining the 
central issues and keeping the ar- 
gumentation from rolling off the 
track. 


Placement of the participants 
should be revised to improve both 
the quality and visibility of the dis- 
cussion. On the preem, the four | 
persons on the show were seated | 
around a small square table which 
kept Lerner’s back to the camera 
while the others were 5s aking. 
That's poor production. In addi- 
tion, the close physical proximity 
of the participants made the dis- 
cussion look like a rhubarb be- 
tween Leo Durocher and an um- 
pire. Spread ‘em out for calmness 
ard turn ‘em all around to the 
cameras for the benefit of viewers. 

Herm. 


over the converted color in bright- 
ness, sharpness and general effect, 
due mostly to loss of size neces- 
sitated by the wheel used to con- 
vert the orthodox set to tint. Re- 
action, however, was that the con- 
verted color, shown by itself, had 
quality and authenticity. With a 
set aiready in the home, it seems 
logical to assume that the owner 
would settle for second best te 
have the advantages of color. 

At its best. on its own receiver, 
the CBS system shows leaps-and- 
bounds progress since its original 
version as seen by this reviewer in 
'45. It is truer to life, easier on 
the eyes, and has assumed a depth 
which gives it a three-dimension 
quality that lends interest and 
life. It impressed as being shoul- 
der and shoulder with the best 
of film color. if cemparison be- 
tween a 12-inch and a _ theatre 
screen is a fair one. Such legal- 
ites and radio experts as Paul Por- 
ter, ex-FCC chairman, admitted 
they were rather amazed by it all. 
The debate that followed on 
whether the individual, given the 
choice, would buy the standard re- 
ceiver or the color one as pre- 
sented showed how many converts 
to the new art Columbia had made. 
Greatest point of discussion cen- 
tered around eye strain induced by 
the new medium. Color seems to 


_ require direct vision, right in front 


of the receiver, even more than 
black and white. There is less 
flicker in the images, but the re- 
sultant after-image created by in- 
tense color can be annoying. Un- 
der the CBS color wheel system, 
this can be toned down to individ- 


| ual tastes. 
| One interesting gimmick of the 


tests is the new field of TV make- 
up that will be opened if and when 
color arrives. Both Miss Doan and 
Hazel Markel, of the local net staff, 
used a white paste makeup to off- 
set color shadows. Obviously, a 
happier formula must be evolved. 
Both gals, telegenic otherwise, 
showed unnaturally palefaced. On 
the other hand, materials showed 
up with flattering richness. 
Difficult to evaluate as a com- 
mercial and _ technical venture, 


there's no question that John Doe 


and his frau would be dazzled by 
the new art. Lowe. 





BARN DANCE 
With Bob Osgood and the "49ers 
Director: Gordon Minter 
30 Mins.; Monday, 9:00 p.m. 
TROUP ENGINEERING CO. 
KTLA, Hollywood 

This is a fast-stepping up-to-the- 
minute program which will gain 
favor with ever-growing number 
of square dance addicts, and should 
please the oldsters, too, for nos- 
talgic reasons. Some of the basic 
steps of new dance craze are pre- 
sented in such a way that beginners 


number ‘from the late -lamented can pick them up easily enough, 
“Park Avenue” musical legiter) and there's that other current 
in a semi-rhumba musical idiom favorite, “Put Your Little Step,” | 
pat ps ae the Gershwin made easy for all. 

, -backgroun lyrics. “See Bob Osgood does the callin 

the U. S. A. In Your Chevrolet” . 4 


for the finale brought on Hayes 
and the full ensemble for a wind- 
up that parlayed entertainment 
with jhe sales message. 

It's a tribute to Schwartz’ TV 
entry that the 30 minutes had a 
fleeting quality to it. Rose. 


simultaneously 


here. and he's an expert at it, with | 
a top block of dancers in the '49ers. 
Direction of Gordon Minter is fluid 
and he keeps his camera moving 
for best presentation of various 
steps. Routines. while instructive, 
are interesting. | 
Whit, 


\for merchandise items with food 
| labels, makes no attempt at enter- 
| tainment, such as in “Stop the Mu- 
sic.” It’s strictly a giveawayer and, 
if the courts ultimately uphold the 
FCC action, this will probably be 
among the fils: 16 &£. + 

But. if some of the production 
and direction kinks present on the 


preem are not ironed out, “Auc- 
tion-Aire” might not stick around 
that long. Show wes marked by 
extremely poor camera direction, 


with the cuts at times lagging pain- 
ful seconds behind the cues. Auc- 
tioneer Jack Gregson, announcer 
Glenn Riggs and others kept walk- 
ing in front of one another. In ad- 
dition, the method of letting home 
viewers bid for the articles, via 
telephone, seemed slightly unfair. 
Except for one very heavy bid, it 
alwavs seemed possible for the 
studio audience to get in a last- 
second ante to cop the prize 
Gregson sounded like the Lucky 
Strike auctioneer but otherwise 
showed nothing to mark him for 
video He should dispense with 
that hand mike in favor of the 
overhead boom and also should 
forget those visible radio cues. 
Gregson and Riggs plugged the 
prizes almost as much as they did 


the sponsor's products Libby's 
commercials, utilizing both tive 
and film plugs. were also n.s.@., 
with Riggs equally leaning too 
much towards a_ straight radio 
technique 

If giveaways are to be accepted 
as legitimate TV fare. then this 


one might have possibilities, but it 


will certainly require more re- 
hearsal, or some method of = 
Stal. 


recting the errors 


PREMIERE THEATRE . 
With Arlene Harris, Robert Swee- 
Walter Nor- 


ney, Ken Christy, 
della, Jody Gilbert, Danny 
Richards 

Writers: Miss Harris, Sid Dorfman, 
Jim Fritzel 


Producer-director: John Gaunt 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC, from Hollywood 

William Morris agency's Coast 
wing isn’t letting any grass grow 
under its feet tele-wise. Outfit’s 
biggest bid for attention is this 
| package of two quarter-hour shows. 
WM’s radio, record, nitery and 
freelance film talent will be 
spotted in the showcase layout 
every week, thus giving potential 
|buyers a chance to see what 
_ they're buying. 
First half of the show, comedy 
skit yclept “A Doctor's Patience,” 
primed the Coast's tele pump. 
Second half, another comedy skit 
titled “Hey, Sweeney,” hit sand. 
They should have let “Patience” 
close the bill. As a matter of fact, 
Bob Sweeney, star of the “Swee- 
‘ney” sketch, shouldn't have been 
|allowed in the studio until he'd 
| had more preparation. 
| Arlene Harris, in her own tele 
_adaptation of the radio chatter- 
| box she’s played virtually since 
/Amos ‘n’ Andy were Sam ‘n’ 
Henry, was socko in a turn that 
allowed her to bewail the lot of a 
general practitioner's spouse. She 
|whammed ‘em with the wry, dry 
| type of stuff that allowed as how 
| she’d put leg makeup on her face 
| by mistake and was developing a 
|run in her neck as a result. en 
Christy and Walter Nordella were | 
, merely along for the ride. It was 
| Miss Harris’ show, and she looked 
|every bit as good as she sounded. 
Talking pictures hurt John Gilbert 
| and other silent stars. Will tele 
do the same to radio's Miss Harris? 
| Answer, on the basis of this lay- 
| out, is an emphatic no, because the 
phiz maiches the voice. 

Sweeney's sketch. written by Sid 
| Dorfman and Jim Fritzel, suffered 
in comparison with the Harris 
‘spasm. Radio comic had excellent 
|assists from Jody Gilbert as a 
‘nagging wife and Danny Richards, 


'a thoroughly engaging brat. How- 
| ever, their characters were poorly 


defined. starting out promisingly 
as Charles Addams cartoon types 
with the kid making nooses to 
hang his playmates and winding 
up strictly stereotypes of many 
another milquetoast-and-browbeat- 
rue item. 
Jirection, the work of John 
Gaunt in each case, was adequate. 
Televiewers will be looking for- 
ward to seeing the shows from 
week to week because of the 
surprise element. The Morris boys 
have a large enough stable to keep 
it going indefinitely. Mike. 


‘various services, 





|Producer: Scheck, Dahiman & 
| Black 

30 Mins.; Fri., 11:15 p.m. 
WINSTON TELEVISION STORES 


WNBT, New York 
( Sternfield-Godley ) 

| “Tropic Holiday” is a firstrate 
video revue based on a south-of- 
the-border motif. Loaded with 
talent and produced with class, this 
-airer will exert a strong pul! to 
keep dialers on the qui vive despite 
the late starting time. There's g 
good reason, however, to keep this 
show out of the reach of kids. The 
Latin performers go native and the 


entertainment, aside from being 
topnotch in its genre, is hot as 
“chili pepper. Buti thére shouidii t 


be any moralistic squawks as long 


as the audience is confined to 
adults. 
Show has a simple format in 


which Sandy Bickert, garbed as a 
merchant sailor, introes the per- 
formers by reminiscing about his 
adventure in various South Amer- 


ican countries. In the flashback 
vignettes, a crack contingent of 
Latino talent, backed by Esy 


Morales’ orch, put on a torrid ex- 
hibition of singing and dancing. 
Sequences range from Haitian 
voodoo love rites to more familiar 
vocalizing of such numbers 


as 

“Granada.” 
Program is handsomely dressed 
with painted settings and native 


costuming. Expert lighting and 
camera-work also adds important!, 
to the flavorsome atmosphere via 
the use of shadow reflections on 
the backdrops. It's a solid variety 
package tightly tied togethe: 
the Latin thematic thread 
Filmed plugs for the Winston 
stores included conventional dis- 
plays of numerous video sets by 
Stromberg-Carlson which is foot- 
ing some of the program's cost 
Herm 


in 


JUDY SPLINTERS 
With Shirley Dinsdale, others 
Producer: Roger Muir 
Director: Al Howard 
15 Mins.: Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
NBC-TV, from New York 

With Monday's (3) NBC show as 
a criterion, Shirley Dinsdale and 
her puppet, “Judy Splinters.” ap- 
pears to have the makings of an 
ideal offering for the small fr 
Femme _ ventriloquist and her 
dummy previously had clicked on 
the Coast and in Chicago and are 
now making their first appearance 
from New York. 


Judy’s description of a “sym 
bolic dream” formed a convenient 
peg to bring in a policeman. cab 
driver, sightseeing guide and a 
postman in the fiesh. All these 
characters, she said, flitted through 
her mind at slumber. Whereupon 
Miss Dinsdale noted that the quar- 
tet would all return in future broad- 
casts to tell Judy about New York. 


This type material—from the 
uppet’s fantastic dream to the uni- 
ormed individuals—is surefire stuff 
for moppet televiewers to toss 
around in their active imaginations. 
Too, the Gotham knowledge to 
come is also worthy from the edu- 
cational standpoint. The comely 
Miss Dinsdale handles Judy well 
for the most part, but might con- 
centrate on making her lip move- 
ments to better advantage. Camera 
work is fair. Gilb. 





BURTON HOLMES TRAVELOG 
With Holmes, Thayer Soule 
15 Mins.; Suan., 6:15 p.m. 
SANTA FE RAILWAY 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(Leo Burnett) 

CBS, if it wants to do the smart 
thing. should rush a kinescope on 
this show to Washington to prove 
to the FCC the necessity for coior 
television. Comprising a 15-min- 
ute travelog by Burton Holmes. the 
preem film on the Grand Canyon 
would have had immeasurably 
more effect with color. Holmes, 
in fact, several times alluded to the 
beautiful colors in the canyon dur- 
ing his commentary but al! the 
viewers got were dull black-and- 
white pictures. 


Show, as it is, should attract any 
dialers with a wanderlust. espe- 
cially with Holmes for marquee 
ull. With the assistance of Thayer 

ule, now his associate. the 
traveler presented a_ straightfor- 
ward commentary on the film of 
the type that’s made him a sellout 
in his lecture tours for the last 
half-century. His self-introduction, 
with his explanation of the diffi- 
culfies encountered in video. was 
slightly cloying but otherwise ne 
demonstrated a good TV persen- 
ality. That distinguished white 
goatee. coupled with his white tie 
and tails, was naturally telegenic 


Travel series such as this is & 
natural tiein for any railroad spor- 
sor and the Santa Fe acted wisely 
in se it. Filmed piurs 
did a good selling job on a =% s 
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TELEVISION REVIEWS 29 





CTORS’ STUDIO - ' 
With Wendy Barrie, Edward Ash- 
ley, Ruth Matteson, John Shay, 
Clifford Tatum, Jean, Lozer; 

Mark Connelly, emcee 
Producer: Donald Davis 
Director: Fred Carr 
Writer: Robert Anderson 
30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 


ustaining 
ABC-TV, from New York 

“actors’ Studio” returned to 
ABC-TV last Wednesday (28) with 
an effective production of Oscar 


Wilde's “Canterville Ghost.” 
Wilde’s satirical fantasy, about a 
harried, likable Old _ English 


spectre who’s no match for some 
hard-headed American kids, is a 
surefire video vehicle. The young- 
sters, who erase his blood stains 
with a jiffy detergent and scare 
him out of his wits by dressing in 
sheets make for good visual com- 
edy. And the sudden materializa- 
tions of the ghost, made possible 
by superimposition, also offer good 
humorous possibilities 

Adaptation gave the classic a 
1949 flavor by writing in a Geiger- 
counter device which the moppets 
use to detect the spirit’s presence. 
In addition, a new character (which 
was not in the pic version. or in 
Wilde either) was built up—that of 
Sir Simon of Canterville’s shrewish 
mate, whom he had murdered 350 
years ago. This worked in some 
humorous dialog between Sir Si- 
mon and his harridan, which was 
reminiscent of “Blithe Spirit.” The 
writing, which missed some of 
Wilde’s barbed epigrams, neverthe- 
Jess had some well-fashioned lines 
as when the American mother told 
the ghost, “Gallantry isn't dead 
or is it?” 

Acting was on a high level. with 
Edward Ashley deftly playing the 
troubled Sir Simon and the rest of 
the parts equally well cast. Direc- 
tion by Fred Carr mixed all the 
production elements neatly and 
carried off the supernatural effects 
with well-planned video tricks 
superimposition, montages. easel 
settings .and a stand-in for the 
ghost. Mark Connelly’s intro and 
closing, however, suffered because 
of his reading from script. Bril 


ROLLER DERBY 
With Ken Neidel, Joe Hasel, an- 
nouncers 
Producer: Neidel 
75 Mins. (approx.); Thurs., 10 p.m. 
BLATZ BEER 
ABC, from New York 
(Kastor, Farrell, C&C 

Regular series of Roller Derby 
telecasts started rolling Thursday 
(29: with Blatz picking up the tab 
for the 10:30 p.m. to conclusion 
segment. (Chesebrough will back a 
half-hour portion on 12 stations, 
starting Oct. 13, and Chevrolet 
Dealers will bankroll the entire 
Monday night runs in New York 
City, starting Oct. 10.) 

Although the skating events have 
been around for 14 years, they 
drew little support from radit and 
the press. Last vear’s telensing on 
ABC-TV. however, is regarded as 
having brought about a _ roller 
boom which is hypoing the b.o. and 
arousing interest in the sport 
among the dailies. The derbies 
are videogenic and that they take 

lace in a limited area, have a 
air amount of action and cheese- 
cake appeal in the femme teams, 
which use the same regulations as 
the men. Rules are simple: at the 
sound of a buzzer, a couple of op- 
posing “jammers” break away from 
the skating pack, circle the banked 
oval and try to pass as many of the 
other team’s men as they can, with- 
in two minutes. Resulting block- 
ing and broken-field runs provide 
plenty of spills. 

It's that gory element which 
probably entices the cash custom- 
ers and tele viewers. Cameras 
caught some shots of players pre- 
eariously elbowing their way 
through the pack or bouncing over 
the rails. and lingered on floored 
gals writhing in agony, or at 
least wrestler-type agony, on the 
boards. Games are somewhat 
repetitious, but audiences are evi- 
dently attracted by the whizzes-on- 
wheels bruising each other. Ad- 
ditionally, there’s the lure of see- 
ing damsels drop ladylike behavior. 
(One miss was put into the penalty 
box for “abusing the ump.) 

Ken Neidel gives the skate-by- 
skate descriptions with punch, but 
Joe Hasel has a plodding, pedes- 
trian pace in his color commentary. 
Perhaps the latter's difficulty is 
that the derby is still a new. syn- 
thetic sport, without the tradition. 
lore and partisanship of older 
athletic games. Even Brooklynites 
will require a fair amount of time 
to get enthusiatic about a squad 
that was formed only this season 
by splitting up another aggrega- 
tion. However, growing number 
of fans and inking of three spon- 
sors justifies ABC-TV’'s faith in the 
rollers. 

Camera handling was good and 
use of closeups on the action in- 
creased viewer impact. Blatz com- 


mercials included some moderately 
effective half-minigte vidpix and 
chatter by Neidel and Hase! on the 
brew's virtues. Bril. 


THE SILVER THEATRE 
With Conrad Nagel, emcee: Burgess | 
Meredith, Eva Gabor, Luis Van 
Rooten, Gloria McGhee 
Writers: Richard Steele, Sid Sloan 
Producer-Director: Frank Telford 
30 Mins.: Mon., 8 p.m. | 
INTERNATIONAL SILVER CO. | 
CBS, from N. Y. 
‘Young & Rubicam) 

Video gets another bigtime dra- 
matic show in the “Silver Theatre” 
which International Silver is bank- 
rolling along with its venerable 
AM program of the same title. 
Judging from the preem and pro- 
jected airers, this series will com- 
prise quality TV plays from the 
viewpoint of name Hollywood and 
legit stars and slick production set- 
tings and techniques. Whether the 
freelance scripters can supply an 
equivalent brand of dramatic works 
54 SSS. . A ADEN ‘c 
be answered from week to week 

The preem show (3), for example, 
was solid in every department ex- 
cept the scripting. The play, 
“L’ Amour the Merrier,” by Richard 
Steele and Sid Sloan, was an ex- 
tremely lightweight farce that was 
held together by superlative com- 
edy thesping and a neat production 
which integrated some brief film 
sequences. Yarn concerned a young 
real estate agent who, out of a yen 
for an expensive yacht, makes a 
play for the boss’ daughter. His 
game, however. is snatued by the 
appearance of a French gal and her 
father who befriended him when he 
was a GI overseas. 


rat “ re? * retin an 
ao Sites ook) 5 a tees} 


Excellent cast was headed by 
Burgess Meredith who delivered an 
archly clever performance as the 
uncertain romancer. Eva Gabor, as 
the French damsel, was appealingly 
vivacious, while Luis Van Kooten 
squeezed a lot of laughs out of his 
all-French lines. Gloria McGhee 
also did nicely as the overbearing 
fiancee. Conrad Nagel. as the host 
of this series, duplicated his radio 
role with the same suave manner 

Two filmed plugs for the spon- 
sors silverware were okay in a 
conventional way Herm. 


GIRLS ONLY 

With Mary Gordon, Barney Gorcey, 
Carol Crosby, Wally Earl, 
Mary Bradley, Joyce McClusky, 
Ivan Parry 

Producer-Writer: Betty Mears 

Director: Gordon Minter 

20 Mins.; Monday, 7 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KTLA. Hollywood 

_ Here's a good idea which fails to 

live up to its promise through 

inept scripting in its takeoff pro- 

gram. Taking a Hollywood board- 

ing house for women with screen 

bug is one thing; tailoring a script 

to meet the demands is another. 

and this is where the whole thing 

falls down Characters, with ex- 

ception of Mary Gordon, the ¢ouse 

mother, aren't natural and are in- 

clined to be stilted. 


Debut program revolves around 
smalitown beauty contest winner 
who comes to Hollywood for a 
promised screen test. only to learn 
it’s a false alarm. There's nothing 
fresh tn this situation. Too much 
extraneous matter interferes with 
its unfoidment, too, so there's 
never a clear-cut story line. What 
show needs most is a more pro- 
fessional approach; it still can be 
saved through more adroit writing 
and direction. 


Veteran Mary Gordon struggles 
valiantly with her role and by 
very force of her personality gets 
over, but lacks capable support. 
Carol Crosby is the femme prom- 
ised a screen test, Wally Earl the 
Hollywoodwise heavy, Joyce Mc- 
Clusky a Southern gal. Barney 
Gorcey is in as comedy relief, but 
hasn't a chance. Producer-writer 
stints are in hands of Betty Mears, 
and Gordon Minter handled direc- 
tion. Whit. 


ACTION AUTOGRAPHS 

With Ed Prentiss, Burright family 

Producer-Director: Jack Brand 

15 Mins., Sun., 5:30 p.m. 

BELL & HOWELL 

ABC-TV, from Chicago 
(McCann-Erickson ) 

This combo of film and live show 
returned from a summer hiatus, 
with the same format it's been 
using, but direction has _ been 
sharpened to a point where the 
program is both entertaining and 
lively. On show caught, viewers 
got some interesting film shots of 
sulky training and racing, as well 
as a frank discussion of what 
makes thoroughbred horses tick. 

Format was basic. Vet announcer 
Ed Prentiss emceed the famous 
Burright racing family in a folksy 
interview that featured aged-but 
still-active Grandma Burright. who 
still hits the silks as queen of the 
sulky racers. Main idea of pro- 
gram fits in nicely with late Sunday 
afternoon programming. Most fam- 
ily members will find something 
to their individual fancy — the 
show's the kind that skips around 
over practically any subject that 
can be filmed. Mart 


were 


TONIGHT ON BROADWAY 
With John Mason Brown, narrator 
Producer-director: Martin Gosch | 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m. 
ESSO 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 
(Marschalk & Pratt) 

“Tonight on Broadway,’ which 
had a six-week trial run on CBS- 
TV early last fall, returned Sun- 
day night (1) to the same web with | 
virtually the same format and with | 


the same supposedly unavoidable 
errors. Picking up excerpts of 
Broadway plays directly from their 
theatres, the show is subject to the 
original staging of the plays. Cam- 
eras. consequently, must record the 
action as it is presented, instead 
of having the action built for them 
Result was an adequate and enter- 
taining trailer for the legiter but 
one which Was tar trom perréct’ 
videowise 

Play featured on the preem was 
‘Lend an Ear.” one of the most 
sparkling intimate revues to hit 
Broadway in years But. with the 
cameras forced too often to resort 
to longshots. most of that intimacy 
was lost to the TV viewers, even 
in only a three-person skit such 
as the “Movie Queens.” The “Fri- 
day Afternoon Dancing Class” was 
better because it had more action, 
but the “Gladiola Girl.” outstand- 
ing number in the show itself, 
failed to generate much impact on 
TV 

By going directly into the the- 
atres to get the original cast, 
though, the program will get an 
audience from the “glamor” view- 
point alone As such, it will un- 
doubtedly achieve its purpose of 
trailerizing the «individual plays, 
selected and the legit theatre as a 
whole. That is the basis on which 
the combined legit talent and craft 
guilds are offering their full co- 
operation and, on that point. the 
show succeeds Idea was pointed 
up in the’ short’ intermission 
speeches made by IATSE prez 
Richard Walsh and composer-pro- 
ducer Richard Rodgers Latter 
summed up the theme by terming 
the program. “The theatre's post- 
card to you.” 

Aside from the aforementioned 
unavoidable miscues, producer-di- 
rector Martin Gosch. whose brain- 
child the show is. did an okay job 
John Mason Brown handled his 
narration chores acceptably but 
missed his final cue, to close the 
show after the last commercial. be- 
cause the light shining directly in 
his eyes supposedly blotted out 
Gosch’'s hand-waving. N. Y. Daily 
News’ drama reporter Robert Syl- 
vester coordinated the material on 
the preem well, feeding Brown a 
neat commentary to tie the show 
together. Esso plugs, utilizing ani- 
mated film. were okay. Show ran 
several minutes over. forcing a cut- 
off during Brown's final speech. 

Stal. 
MUSICAL TELLER 
With Sue Yager, Earle Pudney, 
guests 
Writer: Gertrude Quinr’ 
Producer: Bill Mulvey 
15 Mins.: Wed., 8 p.m. 
NATIONAL COMMERCIAL BANK 
& TRUST CO. 
WRGB-TV Schenectady 

(Brown, Roberts & Bangert) 

“Musical Teller’ should pav big- 
ger entertainment dividends when 
the format is smoothed out, the 
regular artists develop closer in- 
tegration, and WRGB's new equip- 
ment is in full operation. Rough 
spots were evidenced on the sec- 
ond telecast of series, in which 
Leo D’Allessandro, one of Albany's 
top singers. guested with Sue Ya- 
ger. Gary Stevens worked with her 
on the first shot. Miss Gilbert Van 
Dyck, Belgian pianist. is scheduled 
to appear on the third stanza 

First video program sponsored 
here by a bank, this has a story 
within a story’ taking viewers in- 
fo the studio for a rehearsal. As 
seen. it did not quite come off 
due in part to technical faults and 
in part to lack of ease by the par- 
ticipating artists. They were rather 
uneven and stiff in projecting an 
informal. buovant air The fea- 
tured Miss Yager warmed up no- 
ticeably near the end, when the 
cameras gave her a better break 
Opening images were black and 
decidedly unflattering to her. She 
began with “I Am Stepping Out 
With a Memory Tonight.” in one 
The youthful soprano, who has ap 
peared with the Liebling Singers 
of New York. shifted with Pianist 
Pudney (WGY production director) 
into a living-room set for chit 
chat with D’Allessandro. He did 
“Some Enehanted Evening” skill- 
fully and dueted with Miss Yager 
in “With a Song In Mv Heart” 
the high spot. Gal next offered 
“Nobody Else But Me.” tossing in 
a few dance steps. and closed en- 
gagingly in “It Seems Like Old 
Times” 

Rob Stone handled the dignified 
Albanv bank messages compe 
tently Flashing marquee effect 
to identify sponsor fore and aft, 
would improve with sharper light- 
ing. Jaco. 


THIS IS SHOW BUSINESS ALDRICH FAMILY 
With Clifton Fadiman, George S. With Robert Casey, House Jame- 
Kaufman, Abe Burrows; Billie son, Jack Kelk. Leis Wilson, 
Burke, Ginnie Powell, Boyd Rae- others 
burn, Duke Ellington, guests; Writer: Clifford Goldsmith 
Henry Sylvern and orch Producer: Ed Duerr 
Producer: Irving Mansfield 30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p.m. 
Director: Alexander Leftwich GENERAL FOODS 
30 Mins., Sun., 7:30 p.m. NEC-TV, from New York 
, LE ——_ & Rubicam) , 
CBS, from N. Y. _ Another ong-familiar radio 
(Benton & Bowles) series has been adopted to the 
“This Is Show Business.” which video a ag OF Alésich pom. 
started off on AM and switched its ge Ay dy 63 TV vere 
efforts to TV, is the same setup a8 sion to plug its Jello product. For 
when it made its first bow— a very the Sunday night tele adaptation 
entertaining show with quite a ‘not 


a simulcast, with the radio 
phoney basis. Premise of the show broadcasts still heard Thursday 
is that various talent comes before nights), the show's creator, Clifford 
a board of experts with certain Goldsmith, has returned to take 
problems for the board to solve. over the scripting, having relin- 
Programs. however. have been us- quished the AM chore a few years 
~<RE-tSp : rt? (t---Saek 0 + neue 00 or ves ermnerernenone OO ove a+ pine 
a trouble in the world, whose Aljhough some of the “Aldrich” 
stated “problems” have quite a radio familiars are doubling into 
fishy ring and are used simply as the TV version, including House 
excuse to get the talent on the Jameson ‘Henry's father) and Jack 
airer. If a viewer can overlook the Kelk (Homer), major interest cen- 
basic weak premise, however, he ters in the new video “find” for 
can relax and thoroughly enjoy the role of Henry to fill the Ezra 
himself. . * ~ $tone role (latter obviously bein 
Sunday's (2) preem of the show too old for ag ym > The 7 ; 
for Crosley, for instance, had mantie falls on Ro pert Casey, 
singer Ginnie Powell and husband- whose previews acting experience 
bandleader Boyd Raeburn, comic has been mostly = summer stocks. 
Lew Parker and maestro Duke Ell- The choice seems a happy one, 
ington as “problem children.” Miss for on his initial installment he 
Powell had the “problem” of not Seemed completely at ease. still 
being able to speak lines, hence #4olescent in appearance, endowed 
losing some legit opportunities; with voice attributes that follow 
Parker wondered whether he could the Stone-created characterization, 
get a tele spot, since authors and and with natural acting capacities. 
musicians ‘(George S. Kaufman and Kelk’s Homer on video even sur- 
Abe Burrows) were monopolizing passes the audio conception. What- 
the element, becoming actors. and ever images the voice conjures up 
Ellington was worried about bad in radio are intensified by the 
‘ivi ciuy utd aia WiKi" Hand sai" SECRET GI Tie PV cinbmRiENi 
aries. As Mr. and Mrs. Aldrich, Jame- 
Oceasion gave board experts son and Lois Wilson (latter new to 
Kaufman, Burrows and guester the show) are ably cast for vocal 
Billie Burke a chance for a few projection. Miss Wilson, the ex- 
wisecracks, and talent themselves Silent film star, in particular evi- 
to do some specialties. Wisecracks Genced her ease before the camera. 
were choice, and specialties very Goldsmith's initial TLV seript, un- 
fine, to make an entertaining airer. fortunately, was thin, and short on 
Burrows, the funniest thing on ‘!aughs The situation § involving 
the show, was neglected by the Henry—-a mistaken identity hospi- 
camera, which panned toe long on tal episode—was too slow and 
emcee Clifton Fadiman or the drawn out. Comedy based on such 
guests while Burrows got off his ®? implausible situation as that 
neat digs in his cherubie facial projected on the first installment 
mannerisms. What little sound ad- Should either hit the right note of 
vice emanated from the board also ©*@8geration or be hilariously 
came from him. Kaufman skirted funny. It was neither 
touchy corners with his tart re- Production-wise, “Aldrich” met 
marks that there were too many exacting standards. Direction was 
bands in the business, that night good and the scene-to-scene move- 
clubs were a waste of time and ment provided smooth continuity 


‘ :. = 41 ° 
ese t agp peroRTy is 


money, etc. He'll make himself Wisely, there was no middle com- 
pretty unpopular with show biz mercial, permitting for a sustained 
powers that be mood, with a neat opening and clos- 

The two Crosley commercials ing Jello plug integration to tie in 


were much too long, and on the 
dullish side Bron. 


with the characterizations. Rose 


GRAB YOUR PHONE 

BOYLE TESTIMONIAL DINNER With Wes Battersea 

With Randall Jessee, commentator Director: Luther Newby 

90 Min. special events broadcast Producer: Raymond Keane 

| Sustaining 30 Mins., Thers., 7:30 p.m. 

_ WDAF-TV, Kansas City AMERICAN FLOOR COVERING 
Television premiered in Kansas KLAC-TV, Les Angeles 

City last Thursday evening with Grab your hat and run for the 
full coverage of the testimonial nearest filmery would be more te 
dinner thrown by the Democratic the point. This one’s aii sight for 
Party at jarge for Bill Boyle, new viewers who bought a set with the 
chairman of the national commit- idea of going into the department 
tee and a native Kansan. It's hard store business. For those who 
to think of a more auspicious cast would be beguiled, entertained 
which WDAF-TV could pick for its whisked away on the magic carpet 
bow-in, for the clambake included {hat it's the business of show 
virtually the entire roster of top business to provide, it holds moth- 
| government figures. Thus for the ing. Nothing, that is, but rugs 
occasion of introducing television jewelry rubber door mats photo 
to Kansas City, The Kansas City developing outfits, knit dresses, 
Star ‘which owns WDAF-TV), had cameras, ninth floor, all out. Well. 


President Truman, Vice President w . ' “mi 
Barkley, most of the Cabinet, and FCC to 9 = ii en os 


other bureau heads, department . ; : ° 
7m epal property. Mrs. Dorothy Schiff’s, so 
—-> os a ee ee maybe this is the only way out 
setup which had every set in town aS eaeee Cae ae SS Gap we 
evetetached Git wlewers answer such questions as “Where 
: did the most famous tea party in 

Program included a _ dinner history take place?” Wes Batter- 
served by the Muehlebach hotel to sea, the emcee. stands on a dais 
almost 3,000 people three blocks behind four beautiful models, 
away in the arena of the Munic- who are seated at 2 long tabie 
ipal Auditorium. This was fol- answering four phones. Sometimes 
lowed by the customary speeches there are long pauses before one 
and welcomes, musical interludes. of the phones rings, which would 
and climaxing speeches by VP. seem to indicate that there aren't 
Barkley and Pres. Truman. many ticketholders. 

WDAF-TV mustered its entire If the answer to the tea party 
strength from manageriaal and question is Kenosha the one on the 
production departments on other end of the line gets a ion 
through the technical personnel to spiel from Battersea on how sdr 
cover the event and leave no stone he is, plus a long, long plug for the 
unturned to see that television had sponsor, American Floor Covering 
its fitting coming out Station Co. If the answer is Boston. the 
moved into the huge arena with contestant gets a long spiel on how 
three cameras. giving the lookers glad Battersea is, plus the rug 
a view from closeup, from midway plug, PLUS another long for 
and from the far end opposite the Deanna Day, who furnishes the 
speakers’ table. As it came out at knit dress that the contestant has 
the business end of the tube. the won and which he has to pick up 


closeup work and the long range at the Sporty Knit Shop on Hol- ° 


coverage registered nicely. The jywood Boulevard, in Hollywood, 
middie camera came in for only even though he lives in Long 
slight piay, and only fair registry Beach 

The direction missed a bit here. as Sometimes Battersea calle the 


it was an excellent chance for the yjiewers, picking their names from 
camera to rove among the notables » pow! in which posteards received 
while some of the duller events from the viewers have heen 
took place on the speakers’ stand placed While one of his aides 
For a first try and at such # pres- gets the number, Battersea fills in 
surized event, the attempt Was the holes with gags and puns The 
certainly creditable andall girls grin idiotically t roughout 
Jessee, production director and &@ the entire 30 minutes, no matter 
longtime WDAF-AM_ ennouncer. pow grim the puns, and even when 
(Continued on page 34) he's not making with ‘em. Mike. 
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MOS 'N’ ANDY 

‘ith Freeman Gosden, Charles 

Correll, Ernestine Wade, Lou 

Lubin, Johnny Lee, Harry Lang, 

Ken Christy, Willard Waterman; 

Ken Carpenter, announcer 
Producer: Glenn Middleton 
Director: Roy Rowan 
Writers: Robert Ross, Bob Mosher, 

Joe Connelly, Ed Helwick, Mart 

Friedkin, David Fine 
30 Mins.; Sun., 7:30 p. m. 

LEVER BROS. 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

It’s 23 years since Freeman Gos- 
den and Charles Correll started 
their multi-voiced comicalities on 
the air with a program titled “Sam 


| 


’n’ Henry” (they switched the tag 
to “Amos ‘n’ Andy” in March, 28). 
“In those eari¥ days.“ A&A’ sv cuit 
pletely capiured the fancy of the 


American people that metropoli- 
tan dailies front-paged the story 


line of the previous evening to 
satisfy those dialers who might 
have missed an episode. Today 
the journals don't give radio or 


teevee dramas page one plugs, but 
time hasn't dulled this stanza’s ap- 
peal; if anything, it has mellowed 
the characters and polished their 
satiric jibes at our folkwavys. 

On the season opener (2) the 
Kingfish tried to mulct the gov- 
ernment by getting on the social 
security rolls with his father’s 
birth certificate. This cued in a 
couple of funny scenes with the 
Kingfish mistaking a man from the 
Fairbanks Business Institute for an 
FBI agent and a G-man for a 
salesman from the business school 
Pavoff_had the Kingfish nabbed for 
his father's jailbreak 

There’s no question of “A&A” 
coming up with a full quota of 
yocks. Which is a tribute to the 
show's stable of six writers as well 
as to the deft timing and delivery 
of the cast 

Commercials for Rinso are good 
and include a new version of the 
soap's “happy little birthday song” 
jingle. Bril. 








JOSEPH McCAFFREY 
(“Inside Story of the News’) 
15 Mins., Sat. 1 p. m. 
Sustaining 
MBS, from Washington 

Recent entry to the Washington 
newscast scene is that of Joseph 
McCaffrey. Mutual staffer and 
Washington editor for the Mutual 
Newsreel. McCaffrey, an old hand 
at the capital beat, makes his pitch 
for attention by accenting the hu- 


man interest angle of national 
news 

Commentator has a _ pleasing 
voice and a factual manner. He 


avoids the breathless quality of so 
many D. C. newsmen, yet has suf- 
ficient warmth to keep up inter- 
est. 

Warming up the week's news and 
dishing it up with a fresh flavor is 
no easy task. McCaffrey's efforts 
to do so and yet add something 
different seem successful. He jug- 
gles his programs from week to 
week apparently to avoid a set 
format as well in an effort to add 
variety. Some weeks, for exam- 
ple, he has had off the cuff in- 
terviews with eg in the news. 
When the House of Representatives 
returned from its unofficial vaca- 
tion recently, McCaffrey polled the 
solons on the problems they had 
found amongst their constituents 
and reviewed his findings. His 
swings around Capitol Hill, in 
which he specializes, result in giv- 
ing wide geographical interest to 
the names he mentions. Whether 
or not this is deliberate, it’s a good 
stunt and should gain listeners 


amongst the individual Congress- 


men’s home town followers. 
Program shows hard work at the 
source, with McCaffrey doing the 
leg work to pick up human interest 
and exclusive angles. Recently 
moved from its original ayem to 
present afternoon hour. Makes 
good listening and should click. 
Lowe. 


COFFEE WITH THE FORMANS 
With Win and Lynn Forman 

15 Mins.: Mon.-Fri., 10:45 a.m. 
WIPE-ON 

WARM, Scranton, Pa. 

A husband and wife patter show, 
this 15-minute gabfest is a run-of- 
the-mill breakfast airer. Tete-a- 
tete between the Formans is con- 
fined mostly to local topics with 
the couple creating a pleasant and 
fokecanel air throughout their stint. 
Program also features guest per- 
sonalities, who give food for con- 
versation, and as evidenced by the 
broadcast heard, chime in nicely 
with the casual pace sustained by 
Forman and his distaff side. 

Guesting on the show caught 
were C. Clay Aldrich, of the 
Scranton museum, and Armand 
Spitz, of Philadelphia's Franklin 
Institute. Spitz was responsible 
for the building of a planetarium 
in the local museum. Both men 
handled themselves with ease in 
answering questions and in enier- 
ing into the general chatter. Open- 
oe for Wipe-On was overly 

ng. 


‘EDGAR BERGEN-CHARLIE 


MeCARTHY 
With Dinah Shore, guest; Pat Pat- 
rick, Hans Conreid, Jim Backus; 
Ray Noble orch 
Producer: Jess Oppenheimer 
Writers: Zeno Klinker, John Rapp, 
Hugh Wedlock, Keith Fowler 
30 Mins.; Sun., 8 p.m, 
COCA-COLA 
CBS, from Hpllywood 
(D'Arcy) 
the bigtime 


Getting comedy 


‘shows under the premiere wire 


must be pretty tiring to the dialer 
these days. Invariably they involve 
strictly-trade excursions into a 
“Biess our new network, and Mr. 
Paley and what’s-the-name-of-that- 
other-network” routine that essen- 
tially is unfunny business and of 
little or no interest to the average 
listener. 

Edgar Bergen (ex-NBC) in preem- 
ing last Sunday (2) en the Colum- 
bia kilocycles under Coca-Cola 
auspices after nearly a year’s ab- 
sence from the airlanes, succumbed 
to the same inaugural technique, 
though perhaps on a more moder- 


ate scale than the Bennys, Crosbys, 


Skeltons, etc. 

Once having disposed of the NBC 
vs. CBS commercial, however, Ber- 
gen and his Charlie McCarthy alter 
ego bounced into the network pic- 


ture with the same surefire comedic 


pattern as of yore. The Zeno 
Klinker & Co. scripting assist was 
on the same level guaranteed to 
satisfy Bergen adherents, and the 
Ersel Twing, Mortimer Snerd cap- 
sules had the same ingratiating 
quality as before 

Dinah Shore guested on the ini- 
tial stanza tor the inevitable by 
play with McCarthy and for an 
effective rendition of “Better Than 
Springtime.” Ray Noble and his 
orch were, as usual, in fine fettle. 

Coke commercials with the tradi- 
tional “pause that refreshes” tag- 
line were dignified and not too 
triphammered. Rose. 


CALIFORNIA CARAVAN 

With Virginia Gregg, Michael 
Hayes; Herb Vigram, John Mc- 
Govern, Paul Frees, Bob Shan- 
non, Bob Purcell; announcer, 
Ford Pearson 

Producer-Director: Lou Holzer 

Writer: Carl Schlichter 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

MBS, from Hollywood 


“California Caravan,” a _ tran- 
scribed horse opera series, based 
on legends stemming from the gold 
rush of '49, should keep the west- 
ern addicts hitched to their radios. 
Program contains all the necessary 
ingredients that go into the making 
of a routine oater. 


Yarns are all factual with the 
preem broadcast relating the story 
of a kind hearted stage coach 
driver who befriends an orphaned 
lad. Labeled “The Saga of Charlie 
Parkhurst,” the episode presented 
the title character as an hombre 
w.k. for his daring and ability to 
handle a team of horses. Aijrer, 
however, came through with an in- 
teresting twist, when with the 
death of Parkhurst it became 
known that the calloused stage 
coach driver was in reality a dame. 


Program provided entries for 
the usua! run of stock characters 
with the entire cast performing in 
the best western tradition. Though 
show will draw listeners in its cur- 
rent slot, it would have wider a 
peal if given an airing earlier in 
the evening. Stanza spotted some 
public service plugs to fill the 
commercial holes. 


JUVENILE JURY 

With Jack Barry, emcee 

Director: Don Wallace 

Producer: Dan Ehrenreich 

30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m, 
GAINES DOG FOOD 

MBS from N. Y. 

| (Benton & Bowles) 

| Back for its fourth year, “Juve- 
‘nile Jury” is still one of the live- 
\liest juve shows on the air. The 
|five to 12-year-old kids on the 
/panel make up a great comedy team 
‘with an unusually high percentage 
of gags that click. Many of the re- 
sponses are unconsciously funny 
but there’s ground for suspicion 
that some of these kids are natural 
showmen with a flair for the right 
line at the right time. In any case, 
it remains a wholly entertaining 
show with Jack Barry pacing the 
kids in a clever and unpatronizing 
manner. 

Format is unchanged. Problems 
of other kids and parents, involv- 
|} ing such matters as what to do with 
baby sisters who bite or a brother 
who snores, are submitted for the 

anel's judicious consideration. 
zach kid takes a crack at solving 
the problem in a round-robin of 
spontaneous wit. A dog identifica- 
tion contest is also held for the 
panel, tieing in neatly with the 
sponsor's product. Plugs for the 
—s food are punched across fort- 
rightly without too lengthy belabor- 
ing. Herm. 


FAMILY HOUR OF STARS 
With Irene Dunne, Paul Frees, Par-- 
ley Baer, Bea Benaderet, Gerald 

Mohr, Rolph Sedan; Frank Goss, 
| announcer 
| Producer: Murray Bolen | 
Director: William Nelson 
Writer: Jean Holloway 
30 Mins.; Sun., 6 p.m. 
PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE 
| CBS, from Hollywood 
(Benton & Bowles) 

The CBS stable has a strong 
entry for the first race of the Sun-| 
day evening sweepstakes in its 
“Family Hour of Stars,” which runs 
opposite NBC's “Catholic Hour.” 
Chief draw of “Family Hour” is its 
marquee names, with Jane Wyman, 
Kirk Douglas, Dana Andrews, Ron- 
ald Colman, Loretta Young and 
Irene Dunne taking turns as star 
with the airer’s repertory company. 

On the preem Sunday (2) Miss 
Dunne recreated her role in the 
film of a decade ago, “Love Affair.” 
The drama, as filmgoers will recall, 
is heavily sentimental, being the 
tale of engaged-girl meets engaged- 
boy, love on an ocean liner, girl 
doesn't marry boy because of an 
auto accident and, finally, wedding 
bells peeling despite the heroine’s 
misfortune. 

Limitations of compressing the 
story into a 30-minute segment 
were neatly hurdled, for the most 
part, by scripter Jean Holloway. 
Yarn got under way with dispatch 
and moved quickly. However, in a 
few spots scenes were abrupt, which 
lessened the dramatic impact. For 
example, the effect of Miss Dunne’s 
change of heart on her fiance was 
not fully realized. And the charm 
of her new lover is stated, rather 
than proved. Compensating 10r tits 
sketchiness, Miss Holloway penned 
some good dialog for the central 
characters and got a full measure 
of emotion from the final scene 

Production was slick and Mtss 
Dunne’s acting surefire. Commer- 
cials for Prudential registered a 
dignified tone and sold the Idea 
that its agents can play an overall 
policy for a family’s specific needs. 

Bril. 





LA ROSA HOLLYWOOD 

THEATRE 
With C. P. MacGregor, Dana An- 

drews; announcer, Wendell Niles 
Producer: MacGregor 
Directors: Pearl and Victor Quan 
30 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 1:30 p.m, 
Vv. LA ROSA & SONS 
WOR, from Hollywood 
(Kieswetter, Wetterau & Baker) 

This daytime  cross-the-board 
transcribed airer, offering a com- 
plete dramatization in each of its 
half-hour segments, is on a par 
with similar nighttime shows, 
Dialer attention is hypoed by the 
daily use of a name star with Dana 
Andrews spotlighted on the opener. 
Program provides the mid-day 
audience with more sturdy story 
material than that offered by the 
run of soap operas broadcast dur- 
ing the same period. 

nitial yarn, involving the opera- 

tions of an international con-man, 
had a colorful theme and made for 
entertaining listening. Although 
Andrews, in the lead role, wasn't 
_too convincing in his handling of 
several foreign dialects, the story 
ran smoothly and sustained in- 
terest. A novel ending was meted 
out when Andrews discovered the 
gal he’s fallen head over heels for 
was his female counterpart in 
crime. 

Wendell Niles hammered across 
the weighty commercials in a pro- 
fessional manner. 


WHAT COMES NEXT 

With Toby Deane, Bill Gerdon, 
| Roy Ross Trio 

Producer: Jack Grogan 
| Director: Steve White 

| Writer: Stan Rhodes 

|15 Mins., Tues., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
| WNEW, from N. Y. 


WNEW, N. Y., has again come up 
, with a non-giveaway quizzer that 
_is both intelligent and entertaining. 
Minus a studio audience, the pro- 
gram is aimed at the dialers and 


| designed to appeal to the competi- 
tive spirit. Show is a musical quiz 
based on the premise that a large 
segment of the public, though 
familiar with the choruses of most 
popular tunes, doesn't know the in- 
troductions to those numbers. The 
airer enables the listeners to test 
their skill by providing them with 
‘four lines of the verse to a hit song. 
Those guessing correctly on the 
first line score 100 points with a 
' decrease of 25 points for each suc- 
cessive line. A score of 450 is con- 
sidered good for the six numbers 
played in the 15-minute period. 
All vocalizing on the show is 
handled by Toby Deane, who ex- 
hibits 2 good set of pipes. Bill | 
Gordon conducts the proceedings 
in an amiable manner, but should 
try to get the scoring idea across | 
to the audience at the start of the 
| program instead of breakin 
between each line sung. Roy 
Trio musical accompaniment comes 
‘over neatly, j 





in | 


! 
' 


-HARTZ MOUNTAIN PRODUCTS 
WOR, from N. Y. 


{RED SKELTON SHOW 


With Red O’Connor, Pat McGee- 
han, Lurene Tuttle, Dick Ryan, 
Martha Wentworth; Four 


| Wie Ed Gardner, Charlie 
| 


DUFFY'S TAVERN 


Cc 
Gloria Erlanger, others one 


r: Gardner 


Knights, David Rose and erch; | Director: Jack Cleary 


John Holbrook, announcer 
Producer: Edna Borzage 
Director: Keith McCleod 


rs: Binnie Bogart, Phil Sharp, 
Al Johansen, Larry Rhine, Gard- 
ner 


Writers: Miss Borzage, Ben Freed- 30 Mins., Thurs., 9:30 p.m. 


man, John Murray 
30 Mins.; Sun., 8:30 p. m. 
PROCTER & GAMBLE 
CBS, from Hollywood 
(Benton & Bowles) 
Radio's “I dood it” kid switched 


gag and baggage over to CBS Sun-| 


day night (2), for the usual Red 
Skelton comedy goings-on. Skel- 
ton’s reliable crew were all in 
there pitching, and if show wasn’t 
a howling success, it was up to a 
good standard. Skelton’s writers 
used the web switchover as basis 
for the program, with the half- 
hour taken up in the comic’s at- 
tempts to get into the studio to do 
his show. This allowed for jokes 
about the switch, about sponsors, 
writers, network heads, and new 
talent, as well as the more familiar 
ones about summer vacations, sun- 
burns, etc. 
Majority 
good, although 
stuff” seemed 
were certainly 
about Bill Paley 
Skelton handled his straight 
chores, and the various characteri- 
zations, such as Junior, in true and 
tried fashion. Support was good. 
The Four Knights added a tune- 
ful rendition of “Hucklebuck” 
and David Rose and his orch sup- 
plied a fleat version of “American 
Hae-Down,” inns 
Commercials for P&G's Tide 
were in good style, with Skelton 
getting a big laugh with his com- 


were pretty 
“inside trade 
There 
jokes 


of gags 
the 

overdone. 
too many 


ment: “A listener can’t complain 
about a short commercial like 
that.” Bron. 


I LOVE A MYSTERY 
With Russell Thorson, Jim Bowles, 

Tony Randall, Les Tremayne, 

Julie Bennett, Laurette  Fill- 

brardt, Vilma Kurer; Frank Mc- 

Carthy, announcer 
| Producer-Director-Writer: 

E. Morse 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 7:45 p.m. 
MBS, from New York 

Carlton Morse has reprised his 
“IT Love a Mystery,” which has 
been skedded as a.cross-the-board 
evening whodunit by Mutual. It’s 
strictly a translation of the soap 
opera into the thriller - chiller 
genre, grooved for a masculine 
market. 

First episode Monday (3) un- 
corked the beginnings of a tangled 
plot with a trio of heroes trying 
to bring back alive a tycoon whom 
the courts have declared legally 
dead. They've been hired by an 
imsurance company which has a 
millior dollar policy on the busi- 
nessman. Within the space of 15 
minutes the three adventurers are 
surprised by a girl with a gat, 
three heavies (‘with armament to 
match), the girl's father and a 
second miss ciiased by other thugs, 
one of whom has 12 fingers. There 
was no dearth of gunshot, feminine 
screams and knock-down brawls. 
And the chapter ended with a 
dyed-in-the-wool cliffhanger finale. 
The whole affair left the cast 
breathless. 

There was little evidence of the 
Morse touch which gives reality 


Carlton 


BLATZ BEER 
NBC, from Puerto Rico 
scribed) 
(Kastor, Farrell, C. & C.) 
“Duffy’s Tavern” is one of the 
big ones that got away from Bill 
Paley’s hook during the past sum- 
mer when CBS baited the top 
shows in the radio industry with 
inviting offers for permanent spot 


on that net. 


rA q ill hh . ‘ e 
ma Garaner stiii has one of the 


shows although 


(tran- 


top comedy the 


‘initial airer (series emanates from 


Puerto Rico. this season) wasn't 
Archie at his best. It’s probable 
that it was difficult to capture the 
Third Avenue, N. Y. atmosphere 
from as distant a spot as the West 
Indies. Show merely gave the 
feeling that once it gets into its 
accustomed groove, the high-cali- 
bre session of last vear will result. 

For this trip, Ed Gardner, back 
as the malaproprian Archie, had to 
break in a new Miss Duffy (Gloria 
Erlanger) to succeed Florence 
Halop who resigned that role 
Again Eddie Green didn't sound 
like his usual self on the initial 
airer, all of which contributed to a 
session somewhat below the gen- 
eral standard of this show. 

Otherwise, the format of 
how isn't : It's essen 
tially the same cast of characters 
(in every sense of the word) who 
commit incredible mayhem on the 
language and are capable of pro- 
ducing a high quota of laughs. 
Charlie Cantor, one of the leading 
comedy supports in the business, 
is back as Finnegan and it's prob- 
able that Miss Erlanger will be 
able to integrate herself in the role 
previously occupied by Miss Halop 
and Shirley Booth. 

“Duffy's” has obtained for itself 
an appropriate sponsor, Blatz Beer, 
which provides plenty of opportu- 
nity for making the commercials 
an important part of the script. 

Jose. 


the 


impaired 
anparre 





COMMUNITY CHESTS OF 
AMERICA 

With Ralph Edwards, Dinah Shore, 
Buddy Clark, Frank Sinatra, 
Hope Emerson, Bill Demarest, 
George Montgomery, Otte 
Kruger, Dane Clark, Jerry Co- 
lonna, Ann Sothern, Fred Mac- 
Murray, Jack Benny, Ethel 
Barrymore, Linda Harper, Pres. 
Truman, Henry Ford Il 

Writers: Mort Lewis, Phil Davis, 
Howard Snyder, Hugh Wedleck 
irector: Ed Bailey 

0 Mins., Fri., Oct. 1, 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

All Networks, from Various Points 
The 1949 drive on behalf of 

fund-raising campaign of Commu- 

nity Chests of America was given 

an auspicious launching Friday 


(30) night via a four-network 


| stanza (NBC, MBS, ABC, CBS), via 
a star-studded program. Ralph Ed- 
‘wards held the reins and did a 


and warmth to “One Man's Fami-. 


ly.” However, the producer-writer 
got across some differentiation of 
character among his three insur- 


plays a suave leader; Jim Bowles, 
a westerner with an eye for 
|femmes, and Tony Randall, a 
/not-very-bright strongman. Les 


ance investigators: Jack Packard | 


Tremayne took the role of the 


girl’s smooth-talking dad, 
Stanza pulled out all the stops, 
which gave it a somewhat juvenile 





| Kruger, 


'for Jac 


stamp. ° Bril. | 
CANARY PET SHOW 
With Nannette Sargent and 


| master radio canaries, David 
Bohme, Porter Heaps, Johnnie 
Neblett 

15 Mins.; Sun., 1:15 p.m 


(George H. Hartman) 

This 15-minute chirp session is 
strictly for bird lovers, but might 
get additional listenershi 


of 
| which came off solidly. 
Emerson, comedienne, swung the 


splendid job. In an attempt to 
differentiate from a succession of 
pérsonalities offering solo stuff, 
the group was bunched together 
in a pseudo all-star orchestra, with 
a laughs garnered from the 
arrage of repartee between Fd- 
wards and the “side men.” Lineup 
comprised Bill Demarest, cello; 
Jerry Colonna, trombone; George 
Montgomery, harmonica; Otto 
mandolin; Dane Clark, 
drummer; Ann Sothern, pianist: 
Fred MacMurray, sax, and all 
working up to the comedy buildu 
Benny as violinist. Eac 
contribbed snatches on their re- 
spective instruments with Benny, 
of course, skirting “Love in Bloom” 
and all merging for a click version 
“Darktown Strutters Ball,” 
Hope 


baton for this number. 


Prefacing the skit were Dinah 
Shore, Frank Sinatra and Buddy 


,Clark in clown stuff and vocals. 
on its (It was Clark's last air appearance; 


novelty draw. However, if not for, his fatal plane crash occurred a 


the announcement of the tune to 
be aired and the accompanying | 
fiddling and of David Bohme and | 


few hours later.) Edwards took over 
for a capsule version of his air 
stanza. “This Is Your Life,” where- 


the organ playing of Porter Heaps,}in Ethel Barrymore narrated the 


the uniform twirping of this 
gregation of canaries would 


f 


history of Linda Harper, youngster 
who had been cured of an ailment 


ably be meaningless. The feath-| through funds provided by the 


ered chorus 


got together on “How Community 


Chest. Miss Barry- 


Are vy! in Glocca Morra” and , more’s narrative provided dramatic 

With a Song in My Heart,” with impact. Youngster then introduced 
the melody for both tunes ably car-| Pres. Truman, piped in from Wash- 
ried by the background strains of ington, who pointed up the neces- 


the violin and console. 

A short, but effective dog story 
by Johnnie Neblett and a brief 
spiel on canary life by the bird's 
mentor Nannette Sargent helped 
+ out the show. Program ties 

well as a sales mediuin for th« 
sponsor's pet foods product. 


| sity of 
_ Chests 


getting behind Community 
- n 1 ane ee —< 
raising cam b enry For 
chairman of the drive, appended 
the president’s urgent plea for 
funds and thanked the participants 
of the radio program. A good 
show. Edba. 
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RADIO REVIEWS Sl. 





Senet Mecca 


"Jue RAILROAD HOUR 


| DOROTHY DIX AT HOME 
With Gordon Mackae, Lucille Nor- With Barbara Winthrop, 


Dorothy Kirsten, Norman, Gould, Joan Lorring, Jo Gilbert, 
Pabott chorus, Carmen Drasen| 


7. * Ken Burton 


seat com Hollywood 
(Benton & Bowles) 
“ itroad Hour” is back on 
| + 4 with its winter season of 
rettas and musical comedies, to 
a lush, melodious —— od 
-grade American music — 
ney evening's listening. With 
first-rate artists, good supporting 
choral and instrumental ensemble, 
and top direction and production, 
airer has flavor and appeal. 
Monday's (3) preem was the per- 
ennial favorite, “Show Boat 
Done in dialog as well as song, the 
Hammerstein-Kern musical re- 
tained all of its nostalgic charm and 
rich melody. Gordon MacRae, who 
was sort of emcee as well as male 
singing lead, acquitted himself 
uite creditably, with the Met's 
rothy Kirsten and Lucille Nor- 
man giving admirable support 
Chorus under direction of Norman 
Luboff, and orch under Carmen 
Dragon, added to the smooth pro- 
' ceedings. Bron. 


ee 


ee et ee 


— 


NBC UNIVERSITY THEATRE 
With John McGovern, Jeffrey Sil- 


ver, Anne Whitfield, Gale 
Borney, Ted Von Eltz, GeBe 
Pearson, Florence Ravenal, Mar- 
jorie Liszt; announcer, Don 
Stanley 


Director-Producer: Warren Lewis 
Adapiation: Robert Grey 

60 Mins., Sun., 3 p.m. 

Sustaining 

NBC, from Hollywood 


Used as a credited home-study 
course at three universities and 
two colleges, this public service 
series rates a nod from the dialers. 
In airing this program, NBC is 
offering one of the more advanced 
shows on radio. As an entertain- 
ment vehicle, the series, judging 
by the initial airer, is on a par 
with the better dramatic AM offer- 
ings. Quality of the material being 
offered is firstrate with some of 
the best in modern fiction skedded 
for presentation. 


Preem work of the season was 
an adaptation of Booth Tarking- 
ton’s “Penrod.” Snatches taken 
from the story were solidly dram- 
atized pointing up the author's 
fine understanding of his subject. 





In the field of juve classics, 
“Penrod” follows close on the 
heels of Mark Twain's “Tom 


Sawyer” and “Huckleberry Finn.” 
Tarkington's feeling for youth and 
the world it lives in was adequately 
expressed through the incidents 
enacted on the program.. Show 
closed on the note that parents 
expect too much from their chil- 
dren. Penrod. his family and 
friends were capably portrayed. 
Albert Harris’ music sustained the 
mood of the program. 


An intermission commentary by 
=-J. Donald Adams. N. Y. Times’ 
book critic. offered some interest- 
ing material on Tarkington. Other 
authors slated for presentation on 
the show include Henry James, 
Edith Wharton, Theodore Dreiser. 
Sherwood Anderson. F. Scott Fitz- 
gerald, Ernest Hemingway. John 
P. Marquand and Thomas Wolfe. 


WASHINGTON QUARTERBACK’S 
CLUB é 


With Charles Herring 
30 Mins.; Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
TOTEM PONTIAC 
KJR, Seattle 


Charles Herring handled this 
sports show last year and is back 
again doing the show from the 

arterback’s Club atop the Cam- 

hotel and his football savvy and 
showmanship make it a top ses- 


‘ sion for gridiron fans. 


Herring also does the script for 
show and sets up interviews 
with local and visting coaches. On 
session he had backfield coach 
nk Bricky of Utah U and head 
Coach Howie Odell of the U of 
Wash. and he does a fine job of 
wing the coaches out for some 
teresting predictions, driving 
through the hedging for some 
Pertinent info. (Utah vs U of W 
me a with U of W 14, Utah 
» and program accurately pre- 
dicted that proportion). 

Show also features quiz of a 
Panel of » through questions 
sent in by listeners. Some of the 
questions are tricky. and they need 

to get by five experts who 

w their stuff. Hearing directs 

€ quiz session in smart style, 
Ping it moving right along for 
aM Overall achievement of a time- 

» interesting program for all 

ball fans. 

Listeners whose questions are 

and not answered get two 
tickets to the next football game 
coaches and members of the 
Panel receive a Power Pack, a 
combination fire-extinguisher 





and tire inflater that sounds like a, 


Very handy gadget. 


, § p.m. 
30 Mins ERICAN RAILROADS | 


Lyle Sudrow 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 10:45 a.m. 
SEALTEST 
NBC, from New York 


(N. W. Ayer) 


This is a standard soaper, with 
the unusual twist that it’s asserted- 
ly based on the life of a living per- 
son, personal problem columnist 
Dorothy Dix. Intro pointed out 
that it is easy to give advice. but 
hard to arrange one’s own affairs 
and then set the scene for some 
domestic dilemmas in Miss Dix’s 
own family circle. All the charac- 
ters, including Miss Dix, are played 
by thespers. And it’s more than 
likely that the people and situa- 
tions are fictional rather than 
actual, as purported. 

Plot started unwinding quickly 
with the arrival home after five 
years’ war service of Miss Dix’s 
nephew. Latter announces that he 
has a problem—he can make $10.- 
000 if he tosses his principles over- 
board and gets together with an 
old flame. Meanwhile there's the 
hint of an incipient romance 
between the ex-GI and the per- 
sonal counsellor’s attractive young 
secretary. At the curtain, an im- 
portant phone came in as the 
former financee arrived, with the 
promise of complications getting 
thicker. 

Series gives little 
living up to its announced aim. 
giving “the story of the woman 
Dorothy Dix herself.” However 
the lovelorn adviser’s name and 
inclusion of her philosophy should 
provide some added appeal to a 
routine washboard weeper. Pro- 
gram opens with a daily “Dorothy 
Dix-o-gram,” a _ folksy homily, 
which on the opener was “Money 
is important; but some things are 
more important.” 

Production and acting were 
smooth and commercials for Seal- 
test were done in good taste 

Bril 


indication of 


HOLLYWOOD U.S.A. 
With Paula Stone, guests 
Transcriptions 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 

Interviews with stars and per- 
sonalities of film capital backbone 
this program, one of four plat- 
tered shows recently released by 
Metro to stations throughout the 
country. The others—all spotted 
on hours over WPTR—are: “Good 
News,” with George Murphy: “At 


Home With Lionel Barrymore” and | 
Plat- | 


“MGM Theatre of the Air.” 
ters have cut-outs for advertising 
by local sponsors. 

“Hollywood” untracks typical 
behind-the-settings material about 
the screen in a familiar format 
Some of it can be described as 
“surface” or “trivia” handled by 
the intelligent Miss Stone in con- 
ventionally enthusiastic fashion 
Apparently, the film moguls have 
decided that’s ihe way to sell pic- 
tures and their ‘ names” to a large 
segment of listeners and probably 
they are right. Metro displays dis- 
cernment and showmanship in one 
respect: the records include plugs 
for a number of stars and films not 
on its roster. 

Certain of the interviews break 
out of the scripting stencil. That 
with Ida Lupino ‘whom Miss Stone 
has apparently known a long time) 
seemed to be one. Another in this 
category was the exchange with 
Walt Disney. Metro has been most 
generous in lining up stars with 
as many as three to a block. The 
Paula Stone here is not the gal 
who proved such a lively, sharp 
emcee on “Leave It to the Girls.” 
but this presumably is due to script 
and direction. Cut-outs are too 
numerous; they become draggy. 
especially when station announcer 
is slow in picking up a cue. 

Jaco. 


SOMEONE YOU KNOW 

With Charles Webster, Bill Quinn. 
Helen Shields, Rev. Dr. Lieyd E. 
Foster, moderator; Rev. 
Thomas J. Bigham, Jr., Dr. John 
A. P. Millet; music, Morris 
Mimorsky; announcer, George 
Gunn 

Writer: Ben Kagen 

Director: George Wiest 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 10:30 p,m. 

Sustaining 

ABC, from New York 
“Someone You Know” repre- 

sents a forthright attempt of the 

Protestant Radio Commission in 


Dr. | 


AT HOME WITH MUSIC 


announcer 

Director: Bob Harlan 
30 Mins.; Sat., 10 p. m, 
ABC, from New York 


CAMEL CARAVAN 


Connie Haines 
Director: Jack Roche 
30 Mins., 7:30-8 p.m. Saturday 
R. J. REYNOLDS 


Sigmund Spaeth’s new airer for CBS, from Hollywood 


ABC is a classical platter spinning 
session injected with a mild dose 
of educational materiai. The “Tune 
Detective” devoted the opener (1) 
to a comparison of vocal and in- 
strumental music, using a record- 
ing of Brahms’ “Academic Festi- 
val Overture” as an example of 
songs translated into orchestral 
form, and Elgar’s “Land of Hone 
and Glory” as a song \hich was 
originally instrumental, ‘io poini 
up the appeal of the unaccompa- 


nied voice, he offered the Don 
Cossack chorus in the Russian 
hymn, “Lord Have Mercy Upon 


Us.” counterposing this against the 
pure orchestral music of the final 
movement of Beethoven’s “Sev- 
enth Symphony.” 

Spaeth intros each disk with an 
informal discourse that avoids the 
abstruse and comes quickly to the 
point Themes are demonstrated 
on the piano, which helps listen- 
ers follow the composition. And 
in one instance he used his “tune 
detecting” device of playing a pop- 
ular version of the classical motif. 
While each broadcast is a unit, the 
talk is held to a minimum, which 
will appeal to those who want 
straight music. Three of the selec- 
tions were familiar, but neverthe- 
less not hackneyed. And the less 


(William Esty) 
Vaughn Monroe picked up where 
he left off in resuming consistently 


good musical broadcasts for Camel 
cigarets, returning to the air Satur- 
day (1). First four shows of the 
series originate in Hollywood 
where the maestro, without his 
regular crewmen and singers, is 
making a western-musical film 
titled “Singing Guns.” His guest 
was singer Connie Haines 

As a matter of fact, Monroe's use 
of a radio studio orchestra, playing 
nis Oya expanded: arrangcment 
made the only difference between 
this show and previous ones done 
by his own organization in support 
The crack tooters well balanced, 
rounded up on the Coast, supplied 
Monroe with an unsually vibrant 
background to his b.o. vocals, 
which isn't anv criticism of his 
own combo, even by implication 
It’s simply that the men he used 
obviously were the best 

Aside from that, the snow fol- 
lowed the format Monroe has 
employed for some time, plus an 
idea of “saluting” various colleges 
throughout the country with brief 
medieys of school songs. Monroe 
himself worked over the top pops 


|JUDY CANOVA SHOW 
With Sigmund Spaeth; Ed Michael, With Vaughn Monroe Orchestra, With Mel Blanc, Ruby Dandridge, 


| 
| 


Hans Verna Felton, 
Fale Gordon, Charles Dant Orch, 
Howard Petrie, Sportsmen 


| Producer-director: Joe Rines 


Writers: Henry Hoople, Fred Fox, 
Artie Phillips 

30 Mins., Sat., 10 p. m. 

COLGATE 

NBC, from Hollywood 


(Ted Bates) 

Judy Canova’s return after her 
summer layoff was marked by an 
undistinguished show that pointed 
up the corned cliches to a greater 
extent. It wasn’t an inspired edi- 
tion, since production and writing 
seemed to be way off base 

Change to the situation format 
has apparenuy given miss Cadre 
a greater leeway in hitting a sus- 
tained stanza, but essential situa- 
tion of the initial effort was 
soon after the kickoff in favor 
of a bit of mountain family back- 
ground. Initial show failed to have 
any punch or character as a re- 
sult. 

Miss Canova, as er usual 
major portion of the show. Her 
trick voice is used to give a lift 
to the program whenever the slips 
become too evident. Miss Canova's 
trio of carols were the highpoint. 
Others in the cast, including Mel 


lost 


is the 


frequently heard Russian hymn of the day, “Someday,” his own Blanc, Ruby Dandridge, Hans Con- 

added a note of newness. record hit. “You're Breaking My reid, Verna Felton, and Gale Gor- 
Spaeth makes a pleasant disk Heart.” nicely done, My Bolero” don failed to show much because 

jock ‘and offers copies of one of _@"d the standard “Paper Moon of opening script’s deficiencies 

his many books for letters on “my Miss Haines is a rhythm singer Howard Petrie boomed out the 

niin «a . ” wilh a nice siyie ‘ Weou commerciais €iecive yer” Fs. 

favorite composition. Bril. —_ 
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association with ABC's public af- | 


fairs department to curb America’s 
divorce problem. In the initial 
airer Thursday (29), the format fo- 


cussed attention on one case of | 


marital discord and how it was 
adjusted with the aid of the local 
pastor. A discussion panel, mod- 
erated by the Rev. Dr. Lioyd 
Foster, also analyzed the case in 
the program's final 10 minutes. 


While the object of this half- | 
hour stanza is te acquaint listeners 


(Continued on page 32) 
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in Cincinne® 


“(Dayton & 








Columbus, too!) 


Yes, the “eyes have it” in Cincinnati. It’s a 
RED HOT television town. Take a look at 
these figures reported in the six-city Tele pulse 
for August, 1949: 


Average 44 Hour TV Sets-In-Use 


(12 Noon— 12 Midnight) 


wan coe 








City August 1-7 july 
CINCINNATI 94% 23.7% 
New York 21.8 20.8 
Philadelphia 21.7 19.5 
Chicago 20.1 18.9 
Now, another shot of vitamins has been 


added in the three cities with all new star- 
studded daytime programs, starting at 11 40 
AM daily and featuring the million dollar 
WLW.-Television talent staff. 

More vitamins: All three Crosley TV stations 
—WLW.-T, Cincinnati; WLW-D, Dayton; 
and WLW-C, Columbus—also began carry- 
ing the full NBC television network schedule 
on September 25th—-LIVE—via cable and 
our own microwave facilities. 

For a healthy sales prescription, contact your 


nearest WLW Sales Office. 


*RUTH LYONS Mid-West 


Greatest Showoman 


WLW-T 


WLW-D 





WLW-C 


PELEVISION SERVICE OF THE NATION'S STATION 
Crosley Broeckesting Corperction 
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with the value of consulting a min- 
ister or a family relations coun- 
selor when faced with domestic 
rifts, the program's own brief dra- 
matizations helped show dialers 
that the root of most couples’ dis- 
putes are trivial when viewed from 
neutral territory. In the case 
cited both made each other 
“mutually miserable” by arguing 
about his job, her cooking and 
other bones of contention. 


Interviewing the pair, the pastor 





opined that neither wanted a di- 
vorece or else they would have 
sought a lawye! He urgéd that 


they reestablish communication 
and respect each other's idiosyn- 
cracies With reconciliation vir- 


tually accomplished, he ended the 
yarley on a note of prayer. Charles 
Webster as the pastor, endowed 
his role with dignity and under- 
standing while Bill Quinn and 
Helen Shields registered as the 
mates who fancied themselves mal- 
adjusted. Program is in the same 
vein as “Family Closeup” which 
ABC presented last season in asso- 


ciation with the Family Service 

Assn Gilb. 

LADIES FAIR 

With Tom Modére. guests; Holland 
Engle, announcer: Porter Heaps, 
erganist 

Producer: Moore 

Director: Jim Billings 

SS atwse- i o-tazu-T sh.-is2 won “oo 


Sustaining 
MUTUAL, from Chicago 

Debut of this latest scream-fest 
for housewives from WGN gives 
Mutual a solid hour of audience 
participation shows in the post- 
noon period, since it’s backed with 
“Queen For a Day.” This entry 
capably hosted by Tom Moore, fo! 
jows the “Queen” format with loud 
squeals. giggles and nonsense stag- 
ed with elderly mesdames 

Rousingly backed by organist 
Porter Heaps and announcer Ho! 
land Engle. emcee Moore conducts 
studio guests threugh quizzes and 
song sessions, with prizes shower- 
ing from all directions No s'ow 
moments are audible—Moore keeps 
a fast pace on a track he, knows 
well 

It Mutual is out to get the 
housewite’s ear, this show should 
heip do it. Sponsor-wise, the net 
is peddling the strip in 30 minute 
or quarter-hour segments and 
should have no trouble in landing 
a major account in food or house- 
hold goods It's a program, too, 


where direction matched the sure- 


fire appeal of a tested formula 
Mart. 


REPORT UNCENSORED 

With Dave Moore, Fahey Flynn 
Producer-Writer: Skee Wolff 
Music director: Frank Smith 
30 Mins., Fri., 9:30 p.m, 


Sustaining 
WBBM, Chicago 
WBBM's prize-winning docu- 


mentary is back from the exciting 
sessions of yesteryear with an ex- 
plorative series on the Chi traffic 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 31 





' of the plugs for Arrid didn’t harm 
the show's pace, even though em- 
cee Dan Seymour was forced to 
hammer away at them because he 
had only 15 minutes in which to 
insert three. ; } 
Produced by Les Gottlieb, “Sing 
it’’ now boasts the biggest jackpot 
prize on radio and none of the con- 
testants telephoned last week could 
come up with the “Phantom Voice’ 
identification either. Size of the 
prize, coupled with the fact that 
the shows is basically entertaining, 
should sustain its audience pull. 
Singers Eugenie Baird, Bob How- 
ard, Alan Dale and the Riddlers 
rhythm group, together with Ray 


snafu. “Report” took the VARIEeTy 
1947 Show Management Award 
but was cancelled out last year 
by WBBM brass after a censorship 
tangle with producer Ben Park, 
who's now turning out shows for 
WMAQ. 

Present series, using the same 
technique of tape-recorded, hid- 
den-mike interviews, shapes up as 
a stimulating insight into “fixing, 


bribes and shakedowns that slow Bloch’'s orch, did a fine job on the 
up and snarl big city traffic. Re- tunes, sounding as though they 
porter Dave Moore acted as a were having as much fun as the 


guinea pig trying to get arrested, 
and flas w0GRNC’ Daln SUC CyY< 
brow-raising conversation® with 
cops, fixers and ward heelers 


audience. That's what made it 


SF. . 
ae bias F i i 


Hubbell Rebinson, Jr.. CBS v.p 


Running through the show is and director of programs, gave 
the repeated emphasis on the wcCBS, N. Y., listeners the low- 
shout (‘signifying lawful govern- down on radio comedy programs 
ment) and the whisper (the voice last Friday (30). Appearing as 


of the law evader). There is a 
steady drum beat in the listeners’ 
ears of respect for decent citizen- 
ship. As a documentary, “Report” 
is sock in Skee Wolff's writing 
and direction. Besides that, it’s a 


emcee Dwight Cooke's final speak- 
er on a week of programs devoted 
to humor in general, Robinson de- 
scribed the problems simply and 
intelligently of getting a weekly 
comedy show together, and in so 
powerful cry against an existing doing let listeners in on some ex- 
evil Mart. cellent inside stuff. There is no 

_ * formula for comedy success, he 


said. But he discussed the various 
KUP’S COLUMN OF THE AIR 


' tvpes of shows or comedies that 
With Irv Kupcinet, guests; Myron were popular, and tried to explain 
Wallace announcer 


why it was important to estab- 
Producers: Herb Lyon, Ciay Berg- jish the concept of a comedy char- 


man acter, and maintain it. He pointed 
15 Mins., Sun., 10:30 p.m. to “My Friend Irma,” t Jack 
TURNER BROS. CLOTHING Benny's stinginess and Gracie Al- 
+ as xo: Snioug egth tee nee em aramrne nena ame mannal yaad ne nes inten eth pepe my eeisige cee Stel aie 
(Lawrence) He also warned that any producer 
posse who repeats his patftrn of success 
Vet Sun-Times columnist Irv io the point of boredom, will soon 
Kupcinet unveiled his late evening find it out from the listeners. It 
gossip-interview type show, show- “8S a good capsule half-hour 
Reseda course in humor, for trade and 
ing a radio format similar to his general public alike 
syndicated column Program is ene 
broken into national and _ local Barry Gray felt that CBS’ an- 
newscasting. interview with a visit- mouncement that “due to the un- 
ing celeb. and a weekly award to timely death of Buddy Clark the 
: “ Carnation program will not be 
some Chi worthy. heard tonight” was too curt, and 


Kupcinet carries on the show in- essaved a salute to the crooner on 


formally without major hitches, his own _ post-midnight WOR- 
but his phone-call interviews flop- Mutual show Sunday night. The 
ped when his interviewees gave out plane accident, of course, was a 


only scant, reluctant answers. Per- shock to many in and out of show 
sonal recorded sessions. such as business. Gray's reprise of some 
his chatty joust with actress Marie ot the Buddy Clark recordings 
Wilson, enlivened that phase of accented anew the prolific and 
program steady impact of that expert singer 
Show could be stepped up by Gray’s stint was in good taste and 
cutting down on national news. highly befitting the occasion. 





where no major scoops have been 
unearthed, and stressing the local 
slant, where Kupcinet Knows his 
way around. Likewise, a toning 
down of the insistent commercials 
will make more friends for the 
program. Direction, while weak on 
the phone-call angle, showed a 
good pace otherwise. Mart. 


Metro Film Stars Set To 
Roll in Radio Pic Series 
To Be Launched on WMGM 


anaesesoonsasianess + c Four of the six new series pro- 

“ 3 duced by M-G-M Radio Attractions 

; Radio Followup ; will be launched next week over 
D4 WMGM, Loew’'s-owned indie in 
14 ros ososessseseseee” NY, 


“Sing It Again,” CBS’ major 


entry in the radio giveaway sweep- “M-G-M Theatre of the Air” will 


stakes, picked up its first bank- ,»,. ‘riday -¢ 

‘ , preem Friday (14) at 7:30 p.m. 
roller Saturday night (1) when |. ‘“ : . ; ” 
Carter Products tagged onto the with “Vacation From Marriage, 


starring Deborah Kerr in her origi- 


10:30-10-45 quarter-hour. Addition nal screen role, supported by Ivor 
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Francis. Other hour-long adapta- 
tions on the program wiil include 
“The Canterville Ghost,” with 
Charles Laughton: “The Citadel,” 
with Fredric March and Florence 
Eldridge. and “The Prizefighter 
and the Lady,” with John Garfield. 
Hloward Dietz is emcee and Marx 
Locb, assisted by Edgar Small. di- 
recis. Joel Herron is musical di- 
rector. 

“The Story of Dr. Kildare,” half- 
hour weekly airer with Lew Ayres 
and Lionel Barrymore, will bow 
Wednesday (12) at 7:30 pm 
James Moser scripts and William 
’. Rousseau directs. Walter Schu- 
mann handles the musical chores. 

“Crime Does Not Pay,” 30-min- 


WGAL 


™ LANCASTER 
PENNSYLVANIA 








READING 
PENNSYLVANIA 








| produced under the supervision of 
Burton Turkus, will be aired Mon- 
days at 7:30 p.m., starting Oct. 10. 
Loeb will direct, with an assist ‘by 
Small. Ira Marion is_ scripting, 
with John Garth serving as musi- 
cal director. Raymond Katz, 
WMGM program chief, is produ- 
cing the three series. 
Paula Stone's 


EASTON 
PENNSYLVANIA 








WGAL-TV 
LANCASTER 
PENNSYLVANIA 


cross-the-board at 12 noon, begin- 
ning Oct 10. Miss Stone will write 
and direct her own show, which 
will feature interviews with pic 
celebs, recordings inside studios 


Base 
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Chicago San Francisce 





STEINMAN STATIONS 
Clair R. McCollough, Monaging Director 


Represented by ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


and a weekly session from Mike 
Romanofft’s restaurant in Holiy- 
wood. 

Two other shows, “At Home with 
Lionel Barrymore” and “Good 
News from Hollywood,” with 
George Murphy, are to be skedded 
shortly. Head of Radio Atirac- 
ee tions is Bertram Lebher, 
te & rector of WMGM. 





New York Los Angeles 


Programs are also being. 
syndicated to other U. S. stations. | 


ute dramatizations of Metro shorts, | 


“Hollywood, | 
U.S.A.” will be heard 15 minutes | 


Jr. ai. | 


Inside Television 


Bob Jamieson, DuMont’s network operations chief who's serving for 
the second successive year as TV coordinator for the World Series, suc. 


cumbed last week to video's chief 
lapse. 


occupational disease—nervous col- 


With trying te line up the series coverage coming on top of Du- 
Mont’s current personnel revamping, Jamieson collapsed last Tuesday 


(27) and was forced to rest at home for a week. 


He returned to his 


desk Monday (3), still shaky but determined to be on hand for the 


series. 


With almost every football game in history having been played de 


spite the weather and other adverse factors, the N. Y. 


Daily News’ 


WPIX has F-d two college games cancelled out so far this year—and 


the season has hardly gotten under 


way. Station's trouble started two 


weeks ago when the Friday night contest between Oklahoma and Boston 
College was rained out, with WPIX coming in for the pickup the fol- 


llawine nicht 


Last Saturday (1), the station was scheduled to televise the Yale- 


Fordham game. 


Because of the Yale team’s polio scare, the game was 


cancelled, forcing WPIX to substitute a pickup of the Penn-Dartmouth 


game from Philadelphia, through a 
WPTZ, Philly 

Mary's game Friday night (7) 
other setback in plans. 


Production crews of CBS-TV 


ing the Crosley commercial on the 


Crews constructed a specially-geared-down 
30 frames per second, same rate at which TV operates, 
stalled inside the cabinet of the receiver demonstrated 


result, sav 


lighted picture 


Station this week is scheduled to aii 
and has its antennas crossed 


and the Benton 
succeeded for the first time Sunday 
live television show a TV receiver in operation 


feed arrangement worked out with 
the Villanova-St. 
against an- 


& Bowles ad agency 
(2) in demonstrating on a 
Stunt was pulled dur- 
preem of “This Is Show Business.” 
projector to operate at 
which was in- 
Viewers, as a 


night 


announcer Jim Arthur tune in the set and bring in a well- 
It had been found impossible previousl) 


to work the 


stunt because of the difference in frames per second between TV and 
films. Using a live TV pickup would not have worked because too 
much light was thrown on the screen 

weet ST Lie vi as VEC eniiy Bone” Ti iu; a weR% hi amc ieiii-n “Cain* 


paign a la Hollywood on its new shows 


Web has rounded up a series 


of special 20-second plugs, produced via kinescope recordings, on such 


programs as Ed Wynn, 


packages, at station breaks, etc. 


“Suspense,’ “Goldbergs 


They are slotted at every available opportunity, 


and “Studio One.” 
during sustaining house 


Even though the shows themselves have sponsors, CBS is not charg- 


ing for the trailer plugs since all 
house productions 
companies might 


spot the 


Web hopes eve 
value of 


programs given the treatment are 
ntually that some of the major film 


the trailers and follow the same 


idea to plug their new pictures on TV. 


MO. PAC. EXECS NIX BID 
FOR AIRER WITH UNIONS 


St. Louis, Oct. 4. 


Execs of the strike-bound Mis- 
souri Pacific R. R. last week nixed 
an invite from Bruce Barrington, 
new editor of KXOK, local ABC 
outlet, to appear with officials oi 
the striking brotherhoods on Bar- 
rington’s “Wake Up, Si. Louis” 
program 

Both sides were given an oppor- 
tunity to air their opiniens of the 
causes of the sirike, now in its 
third week. R»presentatives of the 
brotherhoods did make a p.a. and 
aired their side of the grievances 
but were given no more time than 
| if the R. R. execs had accepted the 
invite. 





PHILLY’S COURT PROGRAM 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4. 
in Session,” the TV 
presenting prominent 
jurists and lawyers as actors in 
mock trials staged right in~.the 
City’s courtrooms, returns to the 
ai: 9 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 15, over 
WCAU-TV. 

Judge Raymond P. MacNeille. 
presiding judge of Common Pleas 
, Court No. 3, will be on the bench 
for the series opener. 


“Court Is 
program 





Memphis — John Cleghorn re- 
signed his post as general manager 
of WRBC, Jackson, Miss., to move 
in as manager of WHBQ, Memphis’ 
Mutual outlet. 
| ne 


Hearings Set For 
Steeple’ FMers 


Washington, Oct. 4 

FCC today (4 ordered oral 
arguments to be held Nov. 4 on a 
petition filed by two Baptist or- 
ganizations to open up the FM 
band for low power church sta- 
tions. 

The SBapiist request, the Com- 
mission said, raises the _ issue 


whether a specific category ot re- 
ligious broadcast stations may be 
estaPlished within the provisions 
jof the First Amendment of the 
|Constitution. Recently, considera- 
|ble opposition to a proposal to 
|grant federal aid to parochial as 
‘well as public schools set off a 
dispute between Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt and Cardinal Spellman. 

The Baptist groups asked that 
the Commission change its rules 
to allow religious organizations to 
use the noncommercial educational 
band or to set up a srevcial cate- 
gory for them elsewhere in the FM 
band. 

The Baptists anticipate that hun- 
dreds of 10-watt “steeple” stations 
would be established, serving audi- 
ences within fives miles of churcl- 
es. The stations, they believe. 
would enable the churches to ex 
pand their community services and 


|would stimulate sale of FM sets. 
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“Last year he used a bow and arrow, now he’s 
hunting bare-handed."’ 
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ide color for the public, 
or to provit course, it is satisfied 


art is sufficiently advanced to 

be authorized. eae a 
facturing ndustry'  wit- 

Manu including RCA’s Dr. Elmer 


rom, teld the Commission last | 


he public doesn’t buy con- 
dy Raymond C. Cosgrove, 
xy of the Radio Manufacturers 
said the set makers are 
“geared” of them, and visualize the 
home so cluttered up with extra 
attachments as to make the origi- 
sal receiver the “incidental” piece 
of apparatus. 

However, these witnesses favor 
the RCA color system, or one hav- 
ing the same principle of compati- 
bility, which enables present re- 
ceivers to get black and white pic- 
tures, regardless of whether trans- 
missions are in color or mono- 
chrome. They oppose the CBS sys- 
tem, which requires some altera- 
tion of the receiver to bring in col- 
orcasts in monochrome, but which 
can be converted more cheaply for 
color than the RCA system. 


Pending further information con- 
eerning a third system to be dem- 
onstrated next month by Color Tel- 
evision, Inc., the Commission is 
now faced with the issue of com- 

tibility versus convertibility. 

he RCA system, using 525 lines, 


_-foubtlessiv. has the virtue of com- 


patibility (first RCA demonstrations. 
to the Commission begin next Mon- 
day), thus in no way impairing the 
usefulness of present sets. But, in 
view of Engstrom’s own skepticism 
as to the practicability of convert- 
ers and his company’s estimates 
starting at $145 to convert a set for 
color under its system, it is taken 
for granted that development of a 


eolor audience under the RCA sys- | 


tem would take a long time. What 
incentive would there be, it is be- 
ing asked, for manufacturers to 
produce converters or high-price 
color receivers? 

There’s no doubt the compatibili- 
ty virtue of the RCA system has 
introduced a new élement in the 
situation. It has made a big hit 
with the manufacturers, who now 
visualize black and white sets as 
their mass market, with color re- 
ceivers coming in as a new luxury 
line and gredually lowering to a 
price where it finds customers 
among itionochrome set owners. 
It’s also been suggested that the 
color set might become the parlor 
video piece, with the old black and 
white receiver consigned to second 
place in the home. At any rate, 
the RCA system fills the manufac- 
turers’ bill in that it prevents any 
disruption in operations. 

On the other hand, the CBS sys- 
tem, although not having the com- 
patible characteristic of the RCA 
method, is more easily convertible 
and reportedly permits production 
of new color sets at less costs. The 
Commission is well aware that if it 
were to adopt CBS color every set 
owner would be put to a little ex- 
pense to pick up color programs in 

lack and white. But this incon- 
venience, it is believed, may induce 
set owners to have converters in- 
stalied at the same time. 

Will Public Buy Converters? 

There is also a large body of 
thinking among the Commission 
that, contrary to the manufacturers’ 
assertions, the public would buy 
converters for color. The advan- 
tages of color, once shown a set 
owner, it is held, would break down 
any resistance to converters. 

Weight is also given the likeli- 
hood of considerably lower prices 
for the relatively simple converters 
needed for CBS color. Commis- 
sioner Frieda Hennock pointed out 


during the hearings that FCC engi- | 


neers constructed home-made jobs 
for as little as $4 worth of mate- 
rials. 

Thus, if CBS can prove, as it be- 
Sins its case this week, that con- 
verters can be provided cheaply for 
owners of existing sets, it will have 
added another trump card to its 
hand. It already possesess one big 
advantage, in that it has shown 6 
me color in numerous demonstra- 
tions, including regular commercial 


Programs, while other systems are change between Comr. Eward Web- cast would cost.” 


yet to be seen outside the labora- 
tory. 
If the converter issue is deter- 
mined, the next question is wheth- 
er new color sets would be more 
available to the public under the 

or RCA system. Frem infor- 
mation now available, 


Method permits cheaper sets. 

top of these issues of convert- | 
ers vs. compatibility is the broader 
performance. 


tmination of 
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the CBS. 








RCA claims the 405-line color of 
CBS degrades the present 525-line 
black and white standard of tele- 
| vision, which RCA uses in its sys- 
tem and which makes possible its 
compatibility. Some __ engineers, 
however, contend the scanning line 
standards of monochrome and color 
aren't comparable. “Color adds a 
new dimension,” they point out, 
which goes beyond definition. 

Thus, it appears that the final 
decision will hinge in large part 
on what, RCA is able to demon- 
strate next week. If its color is 
vetier thai CSS tint, that advan 
tage, plus its compatibility virtue, 
may well swing the decision in its 
favor. 





Koplar, St. Louis Nitery 
| Maestro, in Bid to FCC 


For Television Station 
St. Louis, Oct. 4. 


Harold Koplar, maestro of the 
Chase Club, swank westend._nitery, 
has filed an application with FCC 
for a television station to serve the 
St. Louis area, under the name of 
the Park Plaza hotel, which is one 
of several in the residential district 
owned by the Koplar family. 

It is planned to use the roof of 
the %8-story Park Plaza for the tele 
transmitter. Koplar believes that 
the varied civic and community ac- 
tivities rendered by the _ hotels 
make them a good source for video. 
The Chase Club and Crystal Ter- 
race in the Park Plaza, as weil as 
the Forest Park and Branscome 
hotels, could supply entertainment 
talent for the new station, Koplar | 
stated. 

Some of the big names that have 
made p.a.’s here under the Koplar 
banner are Hildegarde, Danny 
Thomas, Dorothy Shay, Carmen | 


Miranda, Lena Horne, Xavier Cu- | 


gat, Eddy Duchin, 
Tommy Dorsey. 


WCAU-TY | 
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average of 68 hours of actual pro- 
gramming a week. 

| “Take 10” provides a field day 
for local and visiting flacks. Press- 
agents did a double take when they 
were invited to bring their clients 
|}and causes before the WCAU-TV 
|} cameras. McMahon even puts the 
| flack on the show to do the intros 
for his account. 

| WCAU-TV has built its daytime 


structure around its springboard | 


i“Cinderella Weekend” (2 - 2:30), | 


| which is completely sold out on | 


participations. The 2:30-3 segment 

(Tuesdays and Thursdays) “Marian | 
/Kemp’s Kitchen,” a cooking and 
home hint show, is sponsored by 
American Stores grocery chain. 
| Bill Hart’s “On Chestnut Street” 
holds down the other days in the 
, 2:30 period. “Take 16” and “Vanity 
Fair” carry through WCAU-TV to 
,|6 p.m., when the station picks up 
its regular schedule of local shows 
| and joins the CBS web at 7:30 each 
| evening. 








——___ 


‘So Near—’ 


Continued from page 27 =——— 








only six sets available for demon- 
| strations and Engstrom said his 
company hopes to be turning out 10 
a month in November. One wit- 
ness said it would take 300 sets for 
adequate field testing of one sys- 
tem. 

Dr. Thomas T. Goldsmith, Jr., 
DuMont research chief, testifying 
as chairman of an RMA subcommit- 
tee, thought it would be several 
years “before we can have full- 
blown color television which will be 
good for 25 years.” The “basic” 
standards could be set right now, he 
said, but the “refinements” ‘to su- 
perimpose color on black and 
white) would require several years. 

The indefiniteness of much of the 
testimony was illustrated in an ex- 


ster and David B. Smith, Philco 
veepee, appearing for RMA. Web- 
ster asked when Smith thought it 
would be the proper time to license 
color. 
| “When it (color) is ripe,” Smith 
said. 

“When is ripe ripe?” Webster 
| asked. 

“When the public can be told it 
can safely invest in receivers,” 
Smith replied.” ; 


AMSTERDAM AIDS OHIO | 
GOV. TO LAUNCH WTVN 


Columbus, Oct. 4. 
City’s second television station, 
WTVN, went on the air with regu- 
lar programming Friday night (30). | 


| Station is owned by Picture Waves, 


Inc., president of which is Edward 
Lamb, operator of the much-pub- 
licized Erie, Pa., video outlet, 
WICU. Lamb also owns WTOD 


‘and WTRT-FM in Toledo, his home 


town, and is publisher of the Erie 
Dispatch. 

Opening ceremonies were solemn 
and serious as Frank J. Lausche, 
governor of Ohio, and James A 
Rhodes, mayor of Columbus, both 
offered congratulations, and an 
Episcopal rector asked an invoca- 
tion. Lamb acted as his own mas- 
ter of ceremonies, and presented a 
free TV set to a 75-year-old widow 
for her slogan, “WTVN, the Sky 
High Buckeye Station,” which won 
a three-day contest run by the sta- 
tion. 

On hand in person to hypo activ- 
ities in the name of DuMont was 
Morey Amsterdam, who emceed a 
half-hour sendoff show. Besides 


DuMont, WTVN is also affiliated 
with ABC. 
The station begins operations 


with one._camera and one studio, 
with another to be made available 
soon. Offices and studios are lo- 
cated on the Tower's 37th floor and 
transmitter on the 45th. The an- 
tenna is atop the 555-foot building, 
reaching another 67 feet skyward. 
ctatian allacated 
to Columbus, WBNS-TYV., is sched- 
uled to inaugurate regular service 
Wednesday (5). WBNS-TV is 
owned by the Columbus Dispatch. 


WEWS Gets Nix 


-Third-and lest 





On Yanks-Red Sox 


Cleveland, Oct. 4. 


In what is the-mystery of the 
week, WEWS was denied television 
rights to bring the Yankee-Red Sox 
series to Ohio video fans. 

WEWS management had cleared 
local decks to bring the Boston 
home series but the Yankee man- 
agement was adamant, even refus- 
ing the Hub station from televis- 
ing on grounds that it is against 
club policy to telecast outside of 
the Yankee Stadium. 

Even Tribe President Bill Veeck 
burned the telephone wires plead- 
ing, cajoling, begging for the game 
to be telecast westward for 


the crucial Boston home game 
series which played to _ sellout 
crowds, was kept off the coaxial 
and from Ohio viewers. 

WEWS, however, wasn't to be 
denied completely. It got 
game play-by-play via telegraph 


“the | 
good of the sport,” but to no avail; | 


the | 


and recreated it on one of the old- | 


time magnetic boards with an- 
nouncer Gil Canfield at the mike. 


[aarare= 
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was uniformly clear and 
Come this Thursday ‘6) lookers 
along the CBS coaxial will get 
their sample. If it doesn't come 
off like it did here, say the home 
defenders, it won't be the fault of 
the camera work, lighting, process- 
ing or other technical craftsman- 
ship that went into the finished 
product. 


sharp. | 


After viewing the kinnie on sys- | 
tem, the opinion was unanimous | 


among such tradesmen as Esty’s 
Tom Luckenbill and Colgate’s Jim 
Douglas that perfection can't be 


far off and the engineers must. 


have licked most of the bugs. 

Few days later Irv Brecher had 
run off the first showing of “Life 
of Riley,” shot on 35m film in a 
day. Here it was a matter of cost. 
as quality is no problem on the 
sprockets. While declining to 
name a fixed figure, it was admit- 
ted that $2,500 would be a fair 
guess of what the actual filming 
cost. Brecher offered, “we've got 
it down around to what a live tele- 
Filmtone’s sets, 
facilities and conditioning techni- 
cal-wise to video filming made the 
big difference. Dr. Hans Fodor's 
plant should be a very busy opera- 
tion after the films fill the home 
screens. 
| The summons, “come west,” Is 
not issuing from the grave of Hor- 
‘ace Greeley, but full-throated 
from the home guard, who hope 
their voices carry across the con- 
‘ tinent. 





Quicker TV 





the RCA compatible system as hav- 
ing little value in bringing color 
to the public. “If the only objec- 


tive is to leave black-and-white pic- | 


tures untouched,” he told the com- 
mission, “it is foolish to consider 
color at ali.” But, he added, CBS 
will support any system which best 
suits the problem, “no matter by 
whom invented, by whom sug- 
gested.” 
Goldmark Up Next 


Stanton was the principal witness 
as the second week of FCC hear- 
ings began today. He is to be fol- 
lowed by the web’s color inventor, 
Dr. Peter Goldmark, for technical 
testimony on CBS’ developments 
during the last few years 

Stanton testified that if the Com- 
mission were to adopt CBS color 
on Jan. 1, ‘50, all sets produced 
thereafter would have adapters in- 
corporated to receive color pro- 
grams in monochrome. Therefore, 
he said, the maximum number of 
sets requiring adaptation to re- 
ceive color transmissions in black- 
and-white would be 3,000,000. This 
number will be decreased by sets 
converted to color or replaced by 
new color receivers. By 1952, he 
estimated, less than 10° of the 14.- 
000,000 sets expected to be in use 
will have any conversion problem 

The CBS topper declared the 
problem of color has been made 
tc appear more complicated than 
it is. He said that enough is now 
known about the development for 
the Commission to consider it at 
this time. He expressed confidence 


Goes Color 
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that by the end of the hearings a 
final determination can be made. 


Pitch for CBS Tint 


If the Commission can promise 
the public that in two or four years 
another system will be substanti- 
ally better than an actually operat- 
ing system, Stanton said, it may 
be worth waiting. But otherwise, 
he declared, CBS does not see the 
value of rejecting an operating 
system producing acceptable pic- 
tures in the hope something better 
may come along. A major criti- 
cism made by Stanton of the RCA 
system was on the grounds inat 
it involves a double standard, in 
that RCA’s low-cost receivers pro- 
vide only two-color reproduction 
while three-color pictures are pro- 
vided on expensive sets 

“If a system, no matter how well 
it can perform, can be enjoyed 
only by the comparatively few peo- 
ple who can buy Cadillacs,” he said, 
“it seems to me that the public in- 
terest requires its rejectian.” 

CBS color, on the other hand, he 
said, has been geared to reach the 
same general public that can buy 
black-and-white sets. This is an 
objective, he observed, “which I 
have noted RCA did not mention.” 

Whatever the outcome of the 
hearings, Stanton aaserted, tinted 
video is already “an accomplished 
fact” and cannot long be delayed. 
Tens of thousands of people are 
seeing CBS color at demonstrations 
in 11 cities, he said, in addition to 
current showings in England. with 
equipment built by Pye Radio. 

















| Listan. for the words Transcribed by AMPEX” 
after ‘the great: shows ia radio 


Top talent demands 
high fidelity equipment 


Now! New series 300 








Portable model 


Console model 


Console Model 300° $1,573.75 + Portable Model 300 $1,594.41 + Rack Mounted $1,491.75 


“Meter perel entre 





Early in 1948 the producers of the Bing Crosby show, officials 
of the American Broadcasting Company and Ampex engineers, 
recorded the Crosby show on an Ampex 200 magnetic tape 
recorder. The show has been reproduced on the air directly 
from the tape, and has been each week since that time. 

The freedom and lack of pressure on the artists, combined 
with the quality, reliability, ease of editing and low cost of the 
Ampex recorded production, has started a steady parade of 
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MAGNETIC 
TAPE RECORDER 
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outstanding talent in the Ampex direction .. . all asking for 
their programs to be “Ampexed.” 
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stepped in as commentator to fill 
the vocal gaps nicely. 

Actually WDAF-TYV is not slated 
for its official bow-in until Oct. 16. 
But since the equipment is all 
ready to go and testing daily, Dean 
Fitzer, general manager, secured 
FCC permission to preview tele 
with the politicos. The event fitted 
neatly into the pattern of power- 
ful ballyhoo which the Star has 
loosed on the area to herald the 
oncoming video As it came off 
last Thursday, the television stage 
ic well set for the beginning of 
regular operation come Oct. 16 

Quin 


CHICAGOLAND MYSTERY 
PLAYERS ’ 
With Gordon Urquhart, Bob Smith, 
Ros Twohey, Erwin Charone, 
Valerie McElroy, Sidney Breese, 
Ilka Diehl! 

Writer: Patrick Sammon 

Director: Bruno DeSota 

30 Mins., Sun., 7 p.m. 





CO-OP . 
DuMont, from Chicago 

This TV veteran made its web 
debut with substantially the same 


format it’s been using tocally over 


WGN-TV Criminologist Jeffrey 
Hall, assisted by Sgt. Holland 
makes some lightning deductions 


to solve bizarre murders after 
viewers are handed enough tipoiti 
motives to send the whole cast 


to the chair. 


One change was made in the 
local format before its net preem 
Chi Trib used its sponsorship to 
tie in Monday circulation by re- 
ferring viewers to its next day 
pages for the solution. Now, be- 
cause of the co-op deal peddied 


by DuMont to its outlets, the crimi- 
nal is landed in the police net be- 
fore the signoff. 


Show caught involved the kill- 
ing of a circus trapeze artist by 
sawing through his equipment. 


After a hodgepodge of cross accu- 
sations, murderer was uncovered 
by the testimony of a half-witted 
girl. 

Viewers were left pretty much to 


their own devices on this show, 
which had liitiie continuity, and 
hardly explained why the killer 


happened to be the clown any more 
than another cast member. 

Chief salvage point, however 
was the commendable work of the 
cast, especiaily Ros Twohey, who 
gave a chilling performance as the 
half-wit If livelier, more inte- 
grated scripting can be obtained, 
the Mystery Players might be set 
for a long stretch webwise. 

Mart. 


VISIT WITH THE WEBSTERS | ; 
| vided a good supply of yocks, while 


With Lyle Bosley, Betty Samsel 
Writer: Vickie Woodward 
Director: Ted Baughn 
15 Mins., Wed., 8:15 p. m. 
WOODCRAFT WINDOWS 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

This domestic comedy reaches a 
higher level than Os atmo ones 
viewed here. The lighting is no- 
ticeably better, thanks perhaps to 
a particularly attractive and adapt- 
able setting by J. D. Fisk. Writing 
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sodes seen having a basically hu- 
morous idea, quite well developed. 
acting and directing also represent 
an improvement. Finally, the 
product—Woodco Windows—lends 
itself ideally to visual advertising. | 


Lyle Bosley, veteran of WOKO 
staff and now the Albany station's 
chief announcer, makes his video 
debut as the young husband. Betty 
Samsel, with Schenectady little 
theatre experience, plays the wife. 
Both acquit themselves creditably. 
First episode was an amusing take- 
off on home contestants in a radio 
giveaway Second, more familiar, 
concerned the husband who feigns 
iliness to avoid an appointment 
with a dentist and miraculously re- 
covers when wife informs him the 
toothpuller has gone away for a 
week. Each stanza had a fair quota 


of laughs and chuckles David 
Kroman, of WGY, registers solidly 
as a carpenter (dressed in over- 


alls and wearing a modified Marx 
mustache) who demonstrates the 
removable windows. He delivers 
accompanying spiel with sure au- 
thority Final advertising shot is 
nicely arranged. Ted Baughn’'s di- 
rection is generally excellent. 
Jaco. 





a Tele Followup 





Milton Berle should really have 
Started with his second show (27). 
It was the Texaco Star theatre of 
last season which meant tiptop 
vaudeo with its skilled integration 
of Berle, talent and sketches. The 
mistakes of this season's first show 
were erased. Berle didn't monopo- 
lize the screen; each act got its 
allotted time, and each bit of talent 
was made to look good. 

Highlight of the show was the 
reprise of Ziegfeld stars and hits 
with Billie Burke, Ziggy’s widow, 
doing the narrating. This bit was 
productive of nostalgia with varied 
performers doing impressions of 
the greats. Miss Burke established 
herself with the flibbertygibbet 
characterization with which she’s 
long béen identified and then 
lapsed into the reminiscences. Seg- 
ment provided the opportunity for 
a series of unbilted performers te 
do impressions of some of Zieg- 
feld’s toppers. Berle did Cantor. 
Sequence provided a solid finale. 

Two other skits came off well. 
A hoke-horror bit with Bela Lu- 
gosi with a surprise ending in which 
Olsen & Johnson, plus a midget, 
came out of a mummy Case, pro- 


Bill Robinson's taps hit it nicely. 
Chatter between Berle, Robinson 
and Jackie Robinson wasn't one of 
the show's highspots. 


.| provided a fast risley stint for a 
good warmup turn. 
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rangements vary, but typically it’s 
an equal two- or three-way divvy. 

BAB is giving NAB member sta- 
tions file cards, each one covering 
full details of a manufacturer's 
co-op plan. Station then calls on 
local retailer who handles the 
product and getg him to use radio, 
pointing out that a sizable chunk 
of the tab wili be picked up 
by the manufacturer. Broadcasters 
have mapped extensive campaigns 
around the co-op cards and are 
finding it an effective hypo to biz, 
according to BAB’s Charles Batson. 


Some Indecision Still 


The industry organization has al- 
ready published 75 AM and 15 TV 
dealer co-op cards, and more are 
going out at the rate of i0 per 
week. It’s expected there will 
shortly be data on several hundred 
co-op plans. The plans cover a va- 
riety of products, but are most ex- 
tensive in the appliance and radio- 
tele field. 

Some manufacturers look askance 
at the co-ops, feeling that they 
lose some degree of control 
over their advertising. Addition- 
ally, there have been reported in- 
stances of unscruplous merchants 
billing the manufacturers for more 

newspaper space than they actually 
soaeeieteeheneninashtunminsentee deem aeeanatetemnenentaeeneentetenns pmtiimeemnmenetnennenntinett teeta 
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|bought, or other forms of kick- 


backs. 
companies feel that the co-ops give 
their products heavy advertising 
on the local level at a price they 
would not otherwise be able to get. 

Some manufacturers who dis- 
criminate against radio in their 
dealer co-ops explain that it is not 
anti-radio prejudice. Instead, they 
say, they use broadcasting heavily 
for their national advertising and’ 
want to balance this by heavier 
newspaper appropriations on the 
local level. In any event, local 
stations are finding something of a 
bonanza in the BAB’s dealer co-op 


campaign. 











| Product Conflict | 








Maxellos | 





| & Bayles; Federal; Batten, Barton, 


| 
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to stations carrying NBC's Texaco 
program, the back-to-back gasoline 
conftict, Gulf felt, stymied its TV 
programming ambitions. 

NBC strategy was to move in and 
pitch up a non-conflicting Friday 
evening time, with resultant switch 
of the business. 

A Swan Soap (Lever Bros.)-Proc- 
ter & Gamble sensitivity has also 
arisen over the Tuesday night AM- 
TV situation. This concerns the 
slotting of the P&G “Fireside The- 
atre’ on NBC-TV Tuesday nights 
at 9, in direct competition with 
Levers’ Bob Hope NBC radio show 
at the same time. Neither Lever 
Bros. nor P & G is happy about the 


conflict, with Lever taking the posi- 


tion that the Hope-Lever-NBC- 
Tuesday combo has become tradi- 
tional in radio and they rate better 
treatment. 

It’s recalled, too, that Lever Bros. 
a few months back registered a 
protest over the threatened opposi- 
tion to its Monday night “Lux 
Radio Theatre” on CBS. At that 
time, it was planned to showcase 
the Ford TV dramatic show in 
competition with Lux. Latter, a 
15-year-old Columbia customer, 
won out and Ford was switched. 


WINS 
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year, the fact that present WHOM 
sked is 87% in foreign languages 
may make it difficult for the new 
WINS policy to program the ball- 
games, and it’s also problematical 
whether the Bombers will want to 
remain on a bilingual station 
through ‘51. The Yanks have al- 
ways had their choice of stations, 
and if they go shopping for a new 
outlet it’s expected they'll find the 
Gotham indies scrambling to get 
the plum. Procedure in the past 
has been for the team to pick its 
station, contract for the time, ink a 
bankroller and assign the rights. 

Before the Popes can take over 


the 50kw WINS, they must divest 
| themselves of the 5kw WHOM, to 


comply with the FCC's anti-duo- 
poly rules. Several prospective 
buyers are being negotiated with, 
according to Pope, with the high- 
est bidder to get the Jersey plant. 

Crosley Corp. present operators 
of WINS, is dropping out of the 
N. Y. radio picture to concentrate 
on its Ohio AM-TV interests. El- 
don Park, WINS chief, plans to re- 
turn to duties with Crosley in the 
midwest. 
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son, Ruthrauft & Ryan; 
Ayer; Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell 


Dustine & Osborne; and Foote, 


Cone & Belding. Lever brands in- 


clude Lux, Pepsodent, Lifebuoy, | 
Rinso, Swan, Spry, Harriet Hub- | 
bard Ayer and Jelke Margarine 
among others. 

Expenditure for the new ultra-| 
modern building will come on top | 
of a $55,009,000 plant-expansion 
program announced by Levers’ | 
Charles Luckman last July. This | 
includes $25,000,000 for the new 
L. A. building, $25,000,000 for the 
new St. Louis operation which will 
be ready in "50, and $5,000,000 for 
a plant in Hammond, Ind. This 
brings the total of Lever plants 
to seven. 





St. Louis — KXOK last week 
celebrated its 11th anni of opera- 
tion and eight of the 38 original 
members of the staff are still in 
service. The station first went on 
the air with a power of 1,000 watts 
and a frequency of 1250 ke. It was 
changed to 630 ke. on Oct. 28, 
1940, and the power increased to 
5,000 watts. 


On the other hand, many 


_ successful inking of Heinz. 


| Bowling Green, O. Miss Smart is 









‘ABC's ‘You Gotta’ 


—————- {‘ontinued from page 23 





cited 
ABC's gambling on getting a back- 
-er for “Ozzie and Harriet” before 
the show went on the air and the 


ahead” strategy, Thrower 


The 
web exec feels that the Heinz sale, 
bringing back to radio one of the 
biggest food advertisers, will have 
a strong impact in increasing the 


use of AM by other food accounts. | 


Quick sale of Walter Winchell to 
Hudnut for better than $1,200,000 
(for which the commentator will 
get $12,500 a week) is also a 
feather in the ABC cap. 

Ottier recent big sales havs been 
the new Robert Montgomery gab 
session to Lee Hats and the “Game 
Week” gridcasts to the 


of the 
Army, via the Gardner agency. 
Latter contract, for eight broad- 


easts, gives ABC $150,000 for time 
and talent. Additionally, the net 
wooed the Philip Morris daytime 
business away from Mutual, to the 
tune of around $1.400,000. 

ABC is grooming for sale the 
new Buddy Rogers airer, which 
started two weeks ago, and the 
Vera Vague show, which preemed 
yesterday in the Tuesday and 
Thursday 3:15 p.m. slot. Thrower 
feels the chain is attracting new 
bankrollers to broadcasting both 
through its regular shows and 
through experimental sales plans. 
Latter include deals such as the 
“four for one” policy on the Kate 
Smith show and the “less than 13” 
plan for one-time or irregular in- 
sertions on the forthcoming “Greg- 
ory Hood.” 

“We haven't faltered in bud- 
geting coin into video, either,” 
Thrower told Varretry. “We've al- 
ready put $7,500,000 of capital out- 
lay into tele, without counting 
operating or program costs. Our 
five owned-and-operated stations 
are already on the air, and their 
facilities are tops. In N. Y. we 
were first to have a television cen- 
tre of our own and in Hollywood 
we've got the 23-acre former Vita- 
graph studios. And now we've 
completed negotiations with NBC- 
TV to get our WJZ-TV transmitter 
atop the Empire State Building.” 

The skyscraper transmitter site, 
which is being leased- for about 
$100,000 annually, is expected to 
give the ABC outlet one of the best 
signals in the N. Y. area 

In TV programming the web has 
allocated coin liberally to hypo 
viewer acceptance, Thrower stres- 
sed. It has invested in properties 
such as “Crusade in Europe,” 
“Blind Date,” “Li'l Abner.” “Star- 
ring Boris Karloff” and “Photo- 
crime.” 

Thrower emphasizes the web's 
growth in coverage. In TV it has 
pacts with 44 stations, 19 of them 
interconnscted. In AM it has 274 
outlets, an increase of nine since | 
Jan. 1. Additionally, 24 outlets | 


have improved facilities which has 
added another 130,000 watts to its | 
overall power. 








Pulse 


Continued from page 24 


of the audience. Previously, radio | 
surveys have always been weighted 
in favor of women. But when you | 
get away from the home, the tables 
are turned. Among out-of-door | 
listeners we found 543° were 
men and 45.7% women. This is 
important to advertisers, because | 





_to reach this group programs will | 


N. Y., including J. Walter Thomp- | 
ol 


need different angling.” 
The statistician feels that bank- 
rollers haven't done enough think- | 


ing about listening in autos, fac- | 
tories, bars and grills, stores, at 


beaches, parks and summer col- 
onies. His August report shows 
that listening in autos was 35° of 
the out-of-home dialing; places of 
work, 21%; and visiting other, 
families, 21%. Relationship of | 
these figures is expected to change | 
seasonally. 





Pittsburgh—Bob Parks, graduate 
of Carnegie Tech drama _ school, 
has left announcer's staff at WEDO 
in McKeesport to try his luck on 
Broadway . . . Dejah Smart has 
been added to WCAE production 
department, replacing etty An- 
derson, who with her husband is 
returning to their old home in 


the daughter of Judge Walter P. 
Smart, of Common Pleas Court .. . | 
Mrs. Bob Schuetz, nee Polly Cob- 
bey, and Mary Lou Daschbach, 
who will soon marry Bob Kling, 
have quit KDKA staff and will be 
replaced in music library by Ruby 
Whalen and Patricia Hanst. Ev 
Neill, of station production crew, 
appointed supervisor of the li- 





'Sinatra, Kirsten, Other — 


Talent, Set for Oct. 12-15 
Tobacco Bowl Festival 


Richmond, Va., Oct. 4. 
Frank Sinatra, Dorothy Kirsten, 


|Mark Warnow and his orchestra 


will be among those imported to 


celebrate the first annual Tobacco 
| Bowl Festival here on Oct. 12-15, 


Miss Kirsten is to be crowned queen 
of the festival on Friday (14) and 
the Hit Parade will be broadcast 
from here on Saturday. 


Tobacco companies have thrown 
their weight behind the festival 
aud*have brought iiieir sponsored 
programs into the event. As a 
result, “Ladies Be Seated” will be 
broadcast from Richmond's Cav- 
alier Arena on Wednesday and 
Thursday; Ted Mack's Original 
Amateur Hour will salute Rich- 
mond and the Tobacco Festival 
from New York on Thursday, and 
a giant barn dance on Saturday 
night will bring together a score 
of radio and recording hillbilly 
singers. 

Blue Barron and his band are 
set for the festival ball, also on 
Saturday, at Tantilla Garden 

Festival idea was evolved by the 
Optimist Club as a means of rais- 
ing funds for boys’ work. 


| Small Towns { 


—— Continued from page 25 == 




















that'll be cheaper per program 
than the cost of a new record.” 
Another excuse is that not enough 
hustling has been done by the 
firms here. 

Example of how tough times are 
is furnished by Bill Ermeling of 
Ermeling Enterprises, who's offer- 
ing a Holland Engle series to A, B, 
and C stations for 15% of class A 
hour rate for a week's airing. In 
the case of smal! town and rural 
stations, the rate gets down preity 
low. He says, “the only way we 
can do it is to get a big volume 
among stations that depend on re- 
tail advertisers.” 

It’s known that another radio 
packager who's had a fulltime 
salesman handling low cost plat- 
ters for two months, hasn't vet 
made a sale. 





Atlanta — Bill Packham, veteran 
radio writer and producer, has 
joined staff of WCON, Atlanta Con- 
stitution station and ABC outlet 
here. Packham’s first assignment 


will be to emcee station's “Break- 
fast in Dixie” program. 
i ecteneiiemmenidhineienadaiemmnionmmm 
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“On an Island with You” 


THE CAMEL. SHOW 
Every vy! Nite, 9:30 E.5.T., NBC 
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ASCAP-Tele Attorneys Work On 


Como Records Xmas 


te eT Carea| OE Won't Talk on Growing 


Perry Como recorded two Xmas 


Settlement; Kine Rights Cut Off 22": °s.cse sezee 





- Attorneys for the American So-+ 


of Composers, Authors and | 
publishers and the television indus- | 
have been in almost constant 
meeting since last wuereter’s | 
ASCAP board meeting in New| 
York, endeavoring to work out a 
final signing of a blanket license 
agreement for the use of ASCAP 
songs on video. This was the basis 
of the extension of the free video 
rights by ASCAP until Oct. 14, 
which was accompanied by a re- 
striction on the kinescoping of pro- 
ams using ASCAP hiaterial, as 
of last night (Tuesday). 

In the event the attorneys and 
top ASCAP execs, in meeting yes- 
terday (Tuesday) afternoon had not 
reached a signaturing stage by the 
end of the day ‘and up to press 
time they had not), it’s quite prob- 
able that an extension would have 
been granted on the kinescoping 
restriction. 

ASCAP board members agreed to 
the two-week setback on the dead- 
line of ASCAP music on all video 
shows, only on being assured that 
within that time a completed deal 
would be forthcoming. Previously, 
the board had expressed the opin- 
ion that it would not extend that 
deadline bevond Oct. 1. This was 
pointed out when the previous 
deadline was moved back from 
Sept. 1. - 

At the moment, the tele problem 
is the only item of importance on | 
the ASCAP agenda. The Society's | 
negotiations with the Department | 
of Justice on a consent decree have | 
not progressed much, due mostly to | 
the fact that the tele settlement | 
will have an effect on the decree. | 
The former must precede the latter. 


Plug’ Tune Ignored, | 
Jack Lawrence Finds 
‘Mistake’ Just Ain’t So 


Songwriter Jack Lawrence was 
signed as a singer by RCA-Victor 
for its 49c Bluebird releases, cli- 
maxing an unusual combination of 
events. Earlier this year, Law- 
rence wrote a tune titled, “Linger- 
ing Down the Lane.” With idea of 
plugging it with disk jockeys and 
probably at the same time plug- 
ging himself, he assumed the cost 
of making recordings of it at Mu- 
zak’s New York studios. He sang 
one of his other tunes on the re- 





ing, called “The Greatest Mistake | 
of My Life.” 

Titling his label, “A Whale of a 
Record,” Lawrence took copies 
and personally visited disk jockeys 
in the east and midwest, giving 


them disks to spin and explaining dict played the New Yorker hotel | derson's 
a few months back with his larger those of all tele operators, are until May, 1948. 


that “Lingering” was his “plug 
song.” Bill Dawes, WCKY, Cincin- 
nati, wasn’t in town when Law- 
rence went to see him, so the song- 
writer simply left a record for him. 
Some weeks later, reports began 
coming into record companies on a 
tune being plugged in Cincy by 
Dawes. Checking. Lawrence found 
that it was his disk that was mak- 
ing the noise, but instead of “Lin- | 
gering,” Dawes was spinning and 
getting reaction from “Greatest 
Mistake.” 

Victor jumped in, signed Law- 
rence to a contract and bought the 
Muzak masters from him. They'll 
be remade by Victor. But the top- 
per is that the reverse side of | 
“Mistake,” when Victor gets the | 
disk out. won't be Lawrence's orig- | 
inal plug tune, “Lingering Down 
the Lane.” It will use another 
new tune by the writer. ‘Lane’ 
incidentally, is an adaptation of 
the French tune, “Une Petite Vin 
Blanc.” ; 





Barclay Allen Benefit, 
On Coast Gets TA Nix 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 

Theatre Authority has turned 
thumbs down on a _ benefit for 
Barclay Allen, orch leader who was 
hurt seriously in an automobile ac- 
cident some time ago near Tahoe. 
He’s in a local hospital. 
Bob McLaughlin, KLAC dise 
jockey, who was promoting the 
idea, began by clearing things with 
the American Federation of Mu- 
Sicilians for music men to perform 
for free. Eddie Rio, AGVA Coast 
chief, also had approved, but The- 
atre Authority's head here, I. B 
Kornblum, ruled that a benefit 
couldn't be staged for one person. 

Just after Allen was hurt in the 
Tahoe crash, a group of local per- 
formers in the region, headed by 
Ted Lewis, threw a spontaneous 
benefit that drew more than $3,000. 
Allen is paralyzed from the chest 
down. 


Midwest Bookers 





Finding §,-7-Piece .” 


Combos B.0. Tonic 


Chicago, Oct. 4. 

Sluggish band biz in the midwest 
territory may be hypoed somewhat. 
as a result of two or three experi- 
ments within the last few weeks, 
which have whittled down name 
outfits to combos of six and seven 
men. Midwestern ballroom opera- 
tors and hotel operators have been 
nixing known outfits due to costs, 
based on number of men. Most 
bands haven't reduced manpower 
appreciably. Bookings have be- 
come lean and in many cases, on 
this count alone. 

Two weeks ago, Sam Donahue 
gave up his 16-piece band and 
launched a six-man combo with 
femme chirper Ginny Blue. First 
date, the Stage Door, Milwaukee, 
proved so successful that General 
Artists is planning a series of mid- 
western dates for the outfit. 


Combo does jazz, bop and dance | 


joints as well as hotel rooms. 


Gardiner Benedict, booked by 
Merriel Abbott, has also sliced his 


crew from 14 to seven men and meet tomorrow (6) over the setting | 


the Church of the 
New York Friday (30) night. | 
Tunes, “Ave Maria” and “The 
Lord's Prayer.” were accompanied 
by the church's pipe organ and a 
36-voice choir. 

They'll be released within a few 
weeks. 


Incarnation | 





Dreyfus Letter 


¢ ASCAP Board... 


Denies H & R Tie 


Max Dreyfus offered a written 
denial to the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
director board last week that he 
was in any way connected with the 
Hill & Range publishing firm. 
H. & R.., affiliated with Broadcast 
Music, Inc., radio-backed perform- 
ance society set up as an ASCAP 
rival during the 1941 radio-ASCAP 
fight, is operated by Jean Aber- 
bach, a former Dreyfus employee, 
from Hollywood. And Dreyfus has 
long been rumored as owning the 
firm or having a 
piece. 
memuer of 
ASCAP and a director since the | 
Society was started, naturally was | 
placed in a peculiar position by 
rumors of his affiliation with a BMI 
firm. These rum.rs have persisted | 
for years and, while Dreyfus ex- | 
plained in his letter to the board, 
that he doesn't recognize rumors, 
nevertheless the reports were be- 
coming too prevalent to ignore. 
Hence his written denial, which 
was read to the full group of writer 
and publisher directors. 

Hill & Range has been extra- 
ordinarily successful in recent 
months, with hillbilly type tunes 
such as “Bouquet of Roses” and 
“Kvom Full of Roses,” which 
blossomed into pop hits. 


KLAC-TV Head Meets 
| With AFM on Inquiry 
In Kinescoping Rules 


, Hollywood. Oct. 4. 


wreyis-” a Charies 








meetings with James C. Petrillo, 
head of the American Federation 
of Musicians, prior to the general 


Reports of Its Going Into 33 LP 





Philly’s Cowboy Co. 


Parts With Distrib 
Philadelphia, Oct. 4. 

Cowboy Records, oldest existing 
recording outfit locally, has sev- 
ered relations with Paldo Record 
Co., Which manufactured and dis- 
tributed the Cowboy label on a na- 
tional basis. 

Severance was on a friendly 
basis, but Cowboy felt that Palda 
fiad ioe “idiy coiimilwents wit 
other labels. James E. Myers, 
president of Cowboy, said he didn't 
want his product neglected be- 
cause of this 

Cowboy label, according to My- 
ers, has at this time 30 releases on 
the market, which include many of 
the top names in the western, hill- 
billy and folk music field. Myers 
plans to organize his firm's own na- 


tional distrib setup and reissue 
early Cowboy releases on LP 
disks. i 





Kenton-GAC Snag 


Do Own Booking 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 


Stan Kenton and General Artists 
Corp. are at the locked-horns stage 
over whether the bandleader has a 
right to do his own booking. Ken- 
ton thinks he has, and he and his 
business manager, Bob Allison. are 
mapping out a 75-city one-niter 
tour to start along the Coast in 
February. 

Kenton has also applied for an 
American Federation of Musicians 
booking franchise. GAC, however, 
holds a two-year contract with him. 


| It doesn’t look like the agency will 
| skirt the impending battle. 


Move has developed as Kenton 
is reorganizing his band. When 
he laid off iast December he had 


21 men, and his band was the big- 


gest boxoffice bet in the country 


with a weekly payroll of around | 
outfit will 
have 40 men, including 16 strings. 
Don Fedderson, KLAC-TV head, This is the first instrumentation of | 
verse side, for the want of a back-|t¥nes as Well, fitting into jive flew east Sunday (2) for private that kind Kenton has ever used. 


$6,000. Reorganized 


+ RCA-Victor executives will make 


no comment on constantly increas- 
ing reports that the company will 
begin making 3313 rpm Micro- 
groove Long-Playing recordings 
after Jan. 1. It has been experted 
that RCA would sooner or later 


bow to the widespread acceptance 
being accorded the LP system, in 
so far as its Red Seal and album 
works are concerned, despite its 
continuing full-scale effort to put 
over the 45 rpm platters. Latter 
is a strictly RCA development put 
on the market earlier this year. 

RCA was seriously considering 
going into the LP system with 
Columbia, which put it on the mar- 
ket, and Capitol and Decca some 
months back. What interrupted 
those conversations at that time 
was RCA’s reluctance to issue LP 
platters before RCA’s radio manu- 
facturing division could get sets 
on the market equipped with turn- 
tabfes that could handle all three 
speeds—78, 45 and 33. That kilied 
the idea, because by issuing Red 
Seal and other albums on LP RCA 
could hand its radio-manufactur- 
ing division a staggering blow in 
the market. 

in the event RCA does go into 


“substantial” 4 LP it’s certain the move won't be 
7 n é ey é made before the first of the vear. 


Sind it’s tikelvy to be done coinci- 
dentally, or following the announce- 
ment of the availability of RCA 
combinations able to play all three 
disks. The Jan. 1 date is predi- 
cated upon the Xmas sales period, 
for which RCA already has radio 
combinations ready—without pro- 
vision for 33 rpm. 


Meanwhile, RCA continues its 
huge campaign to put over the 45 
system with the public. It’s too 
early to get decisive results. RCA 
execs point out, however, that 
dealer orders on 45's have been 
more than gratifying. They are 
fully equipped to handle sales, and 
from here in it’s a question of 
convincing buyers. There's said to 
be considerable interest in the 
self-contained player unit from a 
kiddie angle. 





Mercury to Reopen 
Maj. Plant in New’k 
To Supplement Prod. 


Mercury Records will reopen 


Pete Rugolo will remain as chief the old Majestic Records’ pressing 


arranger. 
will be spotted on the tour. 
Carlos Gastel is associated with 


teed of at the Dayton Biltmore, | up of scales for musicians covering the Kenton venture in an advisory 


Dayton, Ohio, Monday (3). Bene- 


outfit, but found that hotel dates 
for that size band were limited 
to the east and west coasts and 


even then, were not too plentiful. | 


His new outfit has also been pat- 
terned to bistro and hotel room 
proportions, with size and versa- 
tility providing chances for con- 
tinual bookings. 

Meanwhile, Chi offices of Asso- 
ciated Booking and Musical Corp. 
of America report they've been 
huddling with orchestra leaders, 
trying to sell them on trimming 


down their units, at the same time | 


retaining a full and versatile ef- 
fect. 


Pop Recording Used 
In War Against VD 


| A pep recording designed and 
recor ed by the Communication 
Materials Center of Columbia U.., 
New York, and frankly designed to 
combat venereal disease, is being 








STABLER QUITS CAP 
WHEN AIDE IS FIRED 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
Bob Stabler, ad-exploitation 
chief for Capitol Records, resigned 
over the weekend after firing of 


Jack Daley, Cap’s fiack here for) 
' _— . | using singer Tom Glaser, the tune 


Past eight months. 
Daley was bounced after insist- 


| distributed by Mercury Records. 
Focal point of the campaign, of 
which the disk is the hub, involves 
a tieup with the Automatic Music 
Operators of America, which will 
insert 100,000 copies of the disk in 
coin machines all over the country 


Cut by Columbia U. people, 


designed to call attention to the 


ing all publicity be cleared through | VD drive is titled “That Ignorant, 


him. When Floyd Bittaker, veepee, 
disagreed, Stabler, who had been 
ng Daley, then resigned. 
Glenn Wallichs, waxery’s presi-| 
dent, hasn't yet filled Stabler’s 
$12,500 yearly post. Merrilyn 


Hammond and Adrian Roberts 
Presently are manning publicity 
department. 


; 
' 


Ignorant Cowboy,” and its lyrics 
follow the thematic idea clearly. 


|} even to use of the word “syphilis” 


in the final line. Master of the re- 
cording, which will go out to coin- 
machine ops with “Ignorant Cow- 
boy” on both sides, was turned 
over to Mercury to press by Co- 
lumbia U, 


\the making of films for video. Fed- 
complaints, which are 


‘against AFM rules governing the 
use of kinescoped programs, felt 
to be unfair in many ways. 
Fedderson argues that the AFM 
forbids the kinescoped showing of 
a program on any station not af- 
filiated with the originating station. | 
In other words, a show originating | 
on an NBC outlet cannot be re- 
shown on film on a CBS link, nor 
on an indie not connected with, 
NBC or any other web. KLAC is | 
in such a position. He feels the | 
ruling is in restraint of trade. 
' Another angle the televisors will 
try to straighten out is the 14-day 
spread allowed by the AFM be- 
|tween original 
| broadcasts. 
| two-week interval is not enough 
‘time in many cases. They'll seek a 
three-week break between the two. | 


| 





EDDIE CANTOR CUTS 
__ IST DISKS FOR VICTOR 


| Chicago, Oct. 4. 

Eddie Cantor cut the first two 
sides on his new recording con- 
tract for RCA-Victor’s 49c Blue- 
bird platters here last week. He | 
made “I Never See Maggie Alone,” 
oldie which Kenny Roberts’ Coral 
recording launched into a national 
hit, and the “Oid Piano Koil | 
Blues.” They're to be released 
Oct. 15 as part of Bluebird’s third 
issue. 

Cantor's protege, tenor Eddie 
Fisher, who was signed by Blue- 
bird at the same time Cantor was 
secured, also did his first disks. 
He cut “My Bolero,” current pop, 
and “Foolish Tears.” a new hill- 
billy. Fisher is appearing with 
Cantor at the Electrical Exposition 
here, 





capacity. Gastel was the orch 
leader's first business manager, 
He now manages 
such talent as Nellie Lutcher, Mel 
Torme, Peggy Lee, Dave Barbour. 
the King Cole combo and the 
Woody Herman band. Al! of this 
group, oddly enough, is GAC- 
booked. 


Art Mooney Starting 
Pubbery With Paul Case 


Maestro Art Mooney is going 
into the music publishing business 
with Paul Case in New York. Firm, 
to be called Clover Music, culled 
from “Four Leaf Clover,” Moo- 





Breeze Is My Sweetheart.” Peter 
deRose and Car! Sigman authored. 
Outfit will seek membership in the 
American Society of Authors, Com- 
posers and Fublishers. 

Mooney shifted his band to Gen- 
eral Artists management over the 
weekend, incidentally, after can- 
celling a deal with Music Corp. of 
America when the latter wouldn't 
grant certain concessions. Moo- 
ney’s band opens next week (13) 
at the Adams theatre, Newark. 





Name Vollmer 
Hollywood, Oct. 4 
Earl F. Vollmer has been elected 
general manager of Palladium 
ballroom by board of directors, re- 
placing the late Maury Cohen. 
Vollmer has 
ladium since it opened in 1940. 





Simeon House, Inc., chartered to 
conduct a business in music pub- 
lishing and records, with offices in 
New York. Capital stock is 100 
shares, no par value. 


June Christy, the chirp, 


been with Pal-— 


plant in Newark to supplement 
production by its St. Louis fac- 
tory. Up to a week or so ago, the 
plant was about to be sold and pos- 
sibly dismantled, but plans were 
changed, since its 40-odd modern 
presses can relieve Mercury's back- 
log on orders. The backlog several 
weeks ago forced Merc to place an 
order for 100,000 disks with RCA- 
Victor's Indianapolis factory. 
Old Majestic plant is owned by 
Mercury, or rather one of the lat- 
ter’s financial backers, who paid 
$142,000 for the entire Majestic 
setup. This included thousands of 
masters. The money is being re- 
paid partially by sale of masters 
Mercury didn't want, by the sale of 
some machinery and via royalties 
on Majestic masters released by 
Mercury, the vast majority of 
which were by Eddy Howard. How- 
ard is now signed to a Mercury 


and kinescoped pey's firs: and biggest record hit , contract. 
Tele men feel that a for M-G-M, will start out with “The | 


No plating or milling will be 
done in Newark; plant will turn 
out only finished pressings. Merc’s 
St. Louis plant will do all other 
work. Newark factory reopens 
| Monday (10). 


} 





ARMSTRONG SELLOUT 
IN STOCKHOLM BOW 


Stockholm, Oct. 4. 

Louis Armstrong's concert here 
last night (3), first in a long string 
of dates through the Scandinavian 
countries, was a hvge success. 
Maestro and his combination of 
musicians, all widelw known here, 
were met at the airport Sunday 
(2) by a mob of 3,000 people and 
two bands, and a parade and re- 
ception ‘were held in their honor. 
| The 4,600-seat auditorium was 
sold out: some 10,000 people stood 
on a line as long as 12 hours to 
secure ducats. 

Copenhagen date, scheduled for 
last night (Tuesday), was sold out 
long in advance. 


' 


RR 
st 


—, 
ae 








VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 5, 1949 

























































































































































































86 
VARIETY . F 
SONG CAVALCADE: T r 
= 
(Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 pontetedl : : , 
Compiled for LARIETY | , 
eee, WUusUS MATTFELD | VARIETY — 
Legends ond other basic background information, ee @ @> om a <a oe ;| 3 T 
oo pa, appeared in the Oct 6, 1948, issue when the V pletion sales, based on reports obtained a 5 = 5 § row 
ee instollments be from leading stores in 12 cities i 2% 2 E z - 
Attention is hereby called to the fect that this material is copyrighted end = np cepa sales 8 = ¥ 3 Mar 
be reproduced either wholly or in part. aay rating for this and last week. s © @ 4 = A a T mor 
ont c 
weggiagyweens rie lSleisl#)e\/2/2/2| 3] $ Sas 
Smile, Darnya, Smile w., | Robbins ; - = s |& t E 3 T Sam 
farts — rr : ns Music C , 2 © =ia/§ g 
Chacics OF izrn and Jock Meskill MetroGoldwyn- Mayer Corp. Week Ending |£|=/|*/|£|={¢|* ke ins 
Henders« “4~- DeSylva, Brown & When Yuba Piays tne"Rumbda on aii g . 8 ¢ \% ; : fle ‘ 71 | = 7 + 
Menderesn, Inc. cop. 1931. (Sue- the Tuba (The Third Little Show). —— Oct. i 2iOl/eigis isi | Si2igiaz |S] p tN 
a id : MUSIC? w., m., Hermen Hupf ay . Si | gies 4/2 s/8& N 
Fey : ll Be ae Gree ai OP. 1931. as Se, This Last > | M | a § 3 £ | e le = 7 | a! : pone 
s). w., m., Noel Coward. Lon- there the Bil " | sisis per 
oe Chappell & Co., Ltd., ae Meets the Gold pay he — Title and Publisher e | S | S - ls = E : = | & | 3) N = 
Sw Roy Turk, Bing Crosby and Fred 1 of oe ols |e lain lSloi“li£i& is| i . 
Sweet and Lovely. w.. m. Gus E. Ahlert. DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 1 2 “Room Full of Roses” (Hill-Range) 3 5 ——— Ss Ooe_TeEer oI 
rnheim, Harry Tobias and Jules erson, Inc., cop. 1931. (Succes- : 1 “Breakin 7 = = 2 2 4ii 2 - re 
Lem: ; . : es ales g My Heart” ‘Al a 1 2 9 38 t 
emare. Robbins Music Corp., cop sor Pub., Crawford Music). 3A 5 “Lucky Old Sun” gonquin) 2 1 1 , -— -— = i 97 poet 
1931 by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer « While Hearts are Singing (film: a. a” A Sun” (Robbins). . ae 4 _ 3s | 9 1 6 W 2 93 acce 
— oetins Lieutenant). w., Clifford a Someday” (Duchess)... - 6 er 2 8 1 2 9 80 Clar 
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1931. , ' German words, Ludwig Herzer and Wiley Post and Harold Gatty, in Harry Warren. M. Witmark & rawford Music). ° that’s 
The Torch Song (The I Fritz Lohner. English words the monoplane “Winnie Mae.” cir- Sons, cop. 1932. Just Because You're Yo , view 
Parade). w., Mort Di e Laugh Harry Bache Smith. m., Franz cumnavigated the globe, via the How Deep is the Ocean Cliff Friend. Olm Ay dame rever 
oung. m " Harry Wess ont Joe | Lehar Harms, Inc., cop. 1931 by northern route (15,500 miles), in 8 Irving Berlin. Irving Sesite, tae. cop. 1932. _ an Music Corp., look 
Inc. cop. 1931. > ot See. Corp. a ~ “4 nas. = mins. ny ty , 7" Let's Have Another Cup o’ Cof | plied 
ry to Forget (The Cat and sven bootleg liquor sales fell off resices oover negotiated a eep is the Ocean. w., m fee (Face the Musi , — = 
Fiddle). w nd the and prices went down wi moratorium on inter-gov Irving Berlin. Irvi in. Inc.. ‘li he Music). w., m., Irvin Dir 
Jerome Kein. T. < oe Co” ——— now in —— the ée- ——, a a =. anedunanda 1932." irving Berlin, lnc., cop. hem” 
cop. 1931 by Jerome Kern. | o.,| Variety said that in the past ; ack (Legs) Diamond was killed xotta Right To Sing the BI Let’s Put lumb 
Satie a feet te —_. is three years only three new ie in Albany, N. Y., the day after he (Earl Carroll Vanities). w.. Ted Herman Hu va Ag | Lights. w., m., will | 
me, REY A At gd’ 4h — of kidnapping | ine. cop. 1982 °° es — ee nal 
—e. tae ia 1c ‘rtainmen usiness. They were charges. :., Cop. 1932. . ee ready 
words, Irving Caesar. ma , Vallee, Amos 'n’ Andy, and Women wore stockings of trans- 4 I've Told Ev'ry Little Star (Music Colors). — Hovsrd£ “‘er-~w a 
Moretti. Harms, Inc., cop. 1930 t i Maurice Chevalier. parent mesh, and the Empress Eu- |= the Air). w., Oscar Hammer- Arthur Schwart = ae - J 
main (ile: ae Re by Radio, however, continued to genie hat was the latest rage. stein, 2nd. m., Jerome Kern. T. B 1932 artz. Harms, Inc., cop., toolec 
Harms, Inc. a 607.000 wo in this year sold $25,- in’ fiin money-makers of the year me =>. 250. SESS. 7 “| “Lullaby of the Leave he 
- When I Take My Sugar to Tea. grossed $11,895,0 time, while CBS Bagh Cimarron” (Irene — Dear. w., Gordon Young. m., Bernice Petke . - tion. 
. m. Sammy Fain, Irving Kahal w 895,000. Amos 'n’ Andy jegs” | ichard Dix), “Daddy Long | yusic | m., Harry Barris. Mills 198 Berlin, Inc., c re. Irv- F 
— Pierre Norman. Famous Music aoe Saeeee = Bane the most- rr a Gaynor, Warner Bax- | ely . 1931 by Freed & | ©®ssor Pub > (Suc- y 
p., cop. 1931. ° | Hstened-to ente ainment on the ; e Caesar” (Edward G. d., Hollywood; Mi ieee» { “7 ° 
a the Moon Comes Over the ‘the. listening ee boosted | omg wae and Bill” (Marie | — » — _—- Inc. ee w., ry, Are Richard Rede: ' oy = 
ntain. w., m., Kate Smith . audience as no pro-| ster, allace Beery), “ e| ve ain (Hold Your! ¢’s. Famous Mus &- “Rus 
Harry Weeds end Mewesd Jehmesn, |gram, either before or after, ever an Bw eurice i. ia 2 aw. n Ben | 1932. Music Corp., cop. — 
ae —— | Stage successes incl “ » Inc., cop. 1932. (Continued Next Week holida 
; retts of Wimpole Street, Se coun- Reel 
9 sellor-at-Law,” “Reuni 4 in av 
oO ” “ on in Vien- . the : 
e na, Bandwagon,” “The Laugh , 
=. & Sel “The Fairy” and SIC = 
Covers ‘Neill's “Mourning Bec P art 
Band Weeks Past ra.” omes Elec- erhaps the most uni make 
Eddy Duchin ......Waldorf wn Played Week of tn \ “ a exploitation-hungry A. AB. — advertising yet thought up by will 
Guy Samestes,. Gensel Ry ee 0 1,775 1,775 1932 New York indie, last week. Star bou was launched by Star Records the 1 
} he my ee ay RB ae A og tO 4 De “a 
Don McCrane*..... New Yorker (400: ow ioe ten " 3 1'825- 5/5500 w., Howa -_ wd uae Colors). ae, by Ralph Young, former Les — Square to plug its first top 
+ 3 days; t 9 days. ; $1-$1.50)... 1 %950 1,750 Schwartz. Harms, inc = A F mcon IF Aaa to screens, two of an ane wr of a tune titled a 
New Yorker has “Salute to Cole Porter Show.” | April In Paris (Walk + Little ’ es, plus pictures drawn by live the Square, use 16m tol . 
and Blackburn Twins. r Show,” Waldorf, Janet Blair — w., E. Y. Harburg a. ae on, They draw crowds a whose hands can be match 
‘Vernon Duke [pseud. “simnte | of | space on the sc ‘ 
| Dukelsky!. are : RA od N.Y. jocks playing the aan te a plug the disk, using slide photos oo 
Chicago Brother, Can You Spare a Dime en plugging the song. There'll ng with WINS’ Jack Lacy, who's rhyth 
eit | Bennett (Swies Chelet, Bismarck: $2 min.$1 |(Americana). w., E. Y. Harbur 1 connected with the disking incl a slides of Young and other photos from. 
Hen ogenes Wednesday (28). Nifty 2,100 tabs cover), Sara Ann m., Jay Gorney. Harms Inc., cop. dess of Love,” along with written ai > at of a femme labelled “God- a goo. 
le ee Se ee ee: 700; $1.20 ees _tently between 8 p.m. and 1 a.m alog. Plugs are used intermit- point. 
— 4 eeping room bustling at 4,000 covers. cover), Con- ,, “4 the Fireside. w., m., Ray. er any 
1 e Masters (Boulevard Room. Stevens. 720: oble, James Campbell and Reg Sammy Kaye wound up i Cole's 
* bo gh nae dowh a bit to 3.800 covers. $3.50 min.-$! cover). uti recent run at the Statler Leta! > => of a tight spot during his still t 
eal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500: . motor city between uni , Derren, Cue to the high feeli oa 
se, 500: , | . on ng in the 
ek toon eet Com ie Wien ee ee | Peet Rell Saat Salers Rent fe Leeds aeaat” eos enka’ eiey aaes eaee oot Ssoe 
nn, Sherman, ; ; -_ ‘ ; | yhat she did ; s a youn . 
Rodgers and Hammersiein”™ closes Nov 1 ptt 4,000 covers eedied — re po = a ome Workers (Clo) Whe! caged B my estenog for cry 
1 ; ’ ndon, Sept. 26 shouted at Kaye ereupon, one of the mal 
- Riders in the Sky Mor: of “morons” something to the effect that the 1 male patrons ing 
Los Angeles howe .. Morris | 4 s” into his contests. This outb @ lender Grow all sorte ited 
Ray H es ... F. D. & H. ory remarks from outburst was followed by ~ v 
- 3. pees peace, 900; $1.50). With Dorothy Shay. Fourth a ieee a : 2 D.&H._ Tot was brewing, a Jame 8 a -— —. and in rf 9 doc : 
H ilt y ... P.M a har , has i 
naan an ee Se: S50. Third week: 2.600 covers. —— Ringing .. Pa Ethel Smith, who's been signed time quieting. or , 
y Hills; 300; $4 min.). 985 covers. eS tee | eee munensously comply ‘with yA, See S eet Se prob 
i ty) ac : ues : 
Location Job N ° H I Don't See Me..... tamer | the musical _ and par demonstrations ay na vy qneeules. a ae works 
5, ot in otels - A. rs Adorable a | mately 200,000 port. mop A her arrangements. There are ooh clear! 
(Chicago) ng Samba....... to do a tele e country and many ; ease 
Cee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3 +4 Red Resss ....... : awe | study the di performance of some of her A Dy on requested her Life”. 
still packing ’ ’ ; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Danny Th Confid . Wright | gital dexterity requi ed scores in order to is 
Freddie Ma = in £ capacity 6,000 covers. y Thomas nfidentially.....New World | versal date should take care — Miss Smith figures that the Uni- Gard: 
missions. (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Holding big at 11,500 ad-| Ech ee 12 RCA-Victor i a aie 
Buddy Moreno (Blackhaw . ' | Echo Told a Lie .. Cha -Victor is using a unique “ ” tentio 
uae wk, 500; $2.: — , | ppell _ sheets c que “teaser 
Rev we” ga rnering neat 3,000 tabs.’ $2.50 min.-50c cover). “Whiffinpoof — aunt a ay Chappell reading “T' ae poy news about the ont Sake "Bionple line cat 
ams ( $1. -Whoo..... Rei he aa " exci > ine 
11,000 A A Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). Local fave going strong at serena oe TrTTT TTT _ wd RS BS. aimed ~y 4 | or = many ~~ i nents 
; e , ul,” an ’ , “Tony and Fran Ar 
a Bec tH nore th etn” | 
ay Robbins-H — ndmill Song.......Keith P ; bla 
Robbi arry Owens (Aragon, Le a4, . |. While o ) 
poy Fy Kn gg Sf — Red Kiss in You Epes. Beowerth | Smith's Hammond ome on operator in Brussels offered to buy Ethel ean . 
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Martin “There's No Tomor- | 
wa A Thousand Violins” (Vie- 
for. Swell pairing by a singer 


r s never sounded better. | 
wh does a great job on “To-| 
w,” a new pop made up of | 

c fitted to “O Sole Mio. 

Tune and disk have a solid chance. 
Same applies to the cut of Vio- 
jins,” an impressive platter. Vic- 
tor at same time released Martin 
on “Toot Toot Tootsie’’-“You Call 

it Madness.” First is good, Martin 
carrying the tune at a zooming 
wore and covering the lyric 

» smartly. Backing ts tair 
Buddy Clark “A Dreamer's Holi- 
day’-“Envy” (Columbia) Clark 
always a potential, works these two 
into colorful possibilities, with the 
accent on “Holiday,” which already 
js on its way toward clicking big. 

Clark’s treatment rides a smooth 

dance-beat groove, backed by a 

yoeal group and Ted Dale's baton 

“Envy.” a heavily dramatic tune as 

Fran Warren (Victor) handles it, 

js much lighter under Clark’s han- 

dling and just as solid-sounding 
for disks. 

Jo Stafford “If 1 Ever Love 
Again’-“Red River Valley” ‘Capi- 
tol). An unusual coupling, but one 
that should go places On the 
first side, Miss Stafford sells a 
fine new pop mightily in combina- 
tion with the Starlighters and Paul 
Weston’s orchestra. It's a disk 
that has a strong chance at hitdom 
for the tune is smart and the pxi 

| formance extra. Backing is a rare 
cut for jocks and jukes: a ballad 
version of the standard western 
melody, itll spin a long time 
} though it may not be an immediate 
* hii. 

Charlie Spivak “Don‘t Cry. Joe’- 
“Baby. Won't You Please Come 
Home” ‘London). Spivak’s first 
for London covers a pop hit with 
on arrangement and performance 
that’s okay, but not outstanding in 
view of rival disks. However, the 
reverse is something for jocks to 
look into. It’s a really fine slice of 
| a standard, the extra flavor sup- 
| plied by Irene Day’s vocal 

Dinah Shore “Star of Bethle- 
hem”-“Merry Xmas Polka” (Co- 
lumbia). Xmas songs by top names 
will be a glut on the market this 
year, on the basis of what's al- 
ready been released. Perhaps the 
best item so far is Miss Shore's 
“Star of Bethlehem.” a beautifully 
tooled melody and lyric. performed 
with warmth and understanding 
A cinch for frequent jock atten- 
tion. Flipover is a lively, color- 





fully afranged and sung cutting 
of a tume that’s been recorded 
umpteen ways. This one is good 
as any. 


- 


Russ Morgan “Mistletoe Kiss’’- 
“Blue Xmas” ‘Decca’. More good 
holiday material. particularly the 
“Kiss” side. which Morgan twists 
ina way that needn't confine it to 
the Xmas period. Using a 
smoothed-down polka beat and the 
Heartbeats on the vocal. Morean 
makes of the side an item that 
will get wide play. Leader and 
the Morganaires combine on the 
vocal of the reverse, a good side. 

King Cole Trio “All | Want for 
Xmas Is My Two Front Teeth”- 
“Christmas Song” (Capitol). Capi- 
tol didn’t waste time trying to 
match or top Spike Jones’ “Teeth” 
Victor). Cole took it on the first 
bounce and sliced it in his own 
thythm style, with vocal assistanee 
from the Starlighters. It makes 
a good side—from a rhythm stand- 
point. The tune could have been 
any one of dozens. Backing is 
Cole’s ballad hit of last year. It’s 
still that. 

Guy Lombardo “My Bolero”- 
“Story of Annie Laurie” (Decca). 
« Lombardo’s “Bolero” doesn’t carry 
‘ the appeal of Vic Damone’s (Mer- 
tury’). which started the melody 
Fane. but in its own way it's good. 

tted to a tango beat. the side is 
very satisfying and Don Rodney 
does well with the vocal. Coupling 
has its peers on other labels, too. 
but sill is smart enough to get 
some of the attention “Annie” 
Probably will get. Kenny Gardner 
works the vocal smoothly and 
clearly. Another Lombardo re- 
lease involves “It's a Wonderful 
Life’-“The River Seine.” “Life” 
ils a good tune and could move. 
Gardner taking the vocal. “Seine” 
's a Frenchie getting wide wax at- 
tention. Lombardo grooves it as 
Waltz, and the song and this disk 
could prove to be big. It'll get 

ty of jock play. Quartet han- 
es the words nicely. 

werankie Carle “Vieni Su’”-"T 

ant You to Want Me” (Colum- 

nae aggvestines to a 

e new tunes fighting for 

' Heomnition are ordinary. Marjorie 
| aes, Carle's daughter, who's 
: ly cutting solo for CRC current- 
whee the vocals. She, sings 
enough, but the overall per- 

ce of both just lacks spark. 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 








— it's because there's not 
enough Carle piano, which is the 
first thing Carle has to sell. 


Platter Pointers 


Capitol issued a round robin of 
religious Xmas melodies, using 
Gordon MazcRae on “Adeste 
Fidelis,” backed by a choir and 
Paul Weston’s strings; Jo Stafford 
on “Gesu Bambino.” a fine disk: 
and Clark Dennis doing “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem,” “Joy to the 
World” and “Cantique De Noel’ 

Decca patterned Ethel Smith's 
“Three Little Words " side atter its 
own “Ain't She Sweet.” added the 
Travellers vocal group and same 
up with a good bit . Latin fan- 
ciers should iook up Abbey Al- 
bert’s “Rhumba Rhapsody” (Metro) 

Coral reissued Bob Crosby's 
“Wolverine Blues”’-“Little Rock 
Getaway” . Freddy Martin has 
two neat sides in “There's a Blue- 
bird on Your Windowsill” and 
“I've Got a Lovely Bunch of Cocoa- 
nuts” (Victor), a tune that isn’t 
right for the talents of Tony Pas- 
tor: fortunately his Columbia plat- 
tering of it is backed by a good 
version of “I'll Never See Maggie 


Alone.” which jocks will spin 
aplenty One of the best things 
Kitty Kallen has done in some 


time is her “‘A Man Wrote a Song” 
‘Mercury? Decca reissued Glen 
Gray’s “I Can Dream, Can't I.” 


with Kenny Sargent vocal, on 
Coral labei Victor did the same 
tune, being pushed high by the 


Andrews Sisters (Decca). by Tex 
Beneke: it's fair... Arthur God- 
frey’s latest pairing (Columbia) is 


fairly good, involving “Grandma’s 
Minuet”™-"Ten Pretty Girls” 
Good but crazy novelty is by 


Chuck Thomas 
“My Gee Gee 
Isles” 

Standout western, hillbilly, race, 


(Capitol), titled 
from the Fiji 


polka, jazz, etc Hank “Sugar- 
foot” Garland, “I'll Never Slip 
Around Again” (Decca) Jimmy 


Wakely. “If Santa Claus Could 
Bring You Back to Me” (Capitol) 
Owen Bradley, “Blues Stay 
Away From Me” ‘Coral) ... Teni 
Harper. “Muffin Man” (Columbia) 
. Eddie Crosby, “Foolish Notion” 
(Decca! .. . Merrie Musette Orch., 
“When Katherine Plays Her Oca- 
rina” ‘Victor) Lester Flatt, 
Earl Scruggs, “Down the Road” 
(Mercury) Six Fat Dutchmen, 
“Maiden Polka” (Victor)... Cham- 
pion Jack Dupree, “One Sweet 
Letter” ‘Apollo) . Stuart Ham- 
blen, “But I'll Go Chasin’ Women” 
(Columbia) George Morgan, 
“Cry Baby Heart” ‘Columbia). 


~~ ow. 


LET'S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (2) (Berlin) 


ee et 
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Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Best Seller 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 

“Room Full of Roses” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“That Lucky Old Sun” 


Best British Seller 
“Riders in the Sky” 


Decca Back on Show Score Scene, 
Buys ‘Star’ Rights Sight Unseen 





——* Apparently 


Merc, Varsity, King 


| In So. African Deal 





Mercury Asked 
To Be Prompter 


In Pub Royalties 


Major music publishers 


cognizance of Mercury's 
sales success of the past 
monthg, have advised. the 


pany’s execs that in the 


to be kept up to date. 


no peeve against Mercury, 


on coin payments, but in the past 
couple of years it has always been 


from a full to partial quarter be 
Practice has been to file 


hind 
quarterly statement, pay partly 
cash and notes for the 
mainder 
honored 
fell due 


give 


before the next 
In short. Mere 


hind in its payments. 


taking 
unusual 


com Pubs Advised to Bow 
To Return of Twangers 


advised 


future 
they will expect royaky statements 
Pubs have 
since 
the company has never defaulted 


in 
re 
which have always been 
quarter 
is invari 
ably as much as three months be 


Tru-Tone Records, South African 
organization which represents vari- 


ous foreign 


industries, has com- 


pleted arrangements under which 


it will handle the S. A. sale of 
Mercury, Varsity and King Rec- 
ords Deals were completed 


within the past few weeks by Abe 


Ellis, 
group. 
his way home 

Tru-Tone’s 
Johannesburg 


representing the 


headquarters is 


Music publishers were 


Tru-Tone 
He is now in London on 


in 


last week that it would be a good 


idea to resume the printing 


music Advice came 
Music Publishers Protective 


board of directors, following 
a 


stantial increase in the sale 
ukuleles and ukulele music 
At one time 


of 
ukulele symbols and guitar chords 
on regular piano copies of all ne 
from the 
Assn 


WW 


a 


meeting last week, at which it was 
reported that there had been a sub 
of 


when the uke was 
popular as an instrument, all pub- 
lishers included separate notes on 


sheet music for the guidance of 
However, with Mercury bloom ee pn an When 
ing the past few months into a top the uke dropped out of style music 
factor in disk sales, with Vie Da- ayrangers dropped the extra work. 
wes s You ~~ Br ’ . king MY Only one publisher has within re 
Sun af ey we MB  vans cent months been printing music 


“That Lucky Old Sun” 


and a list 
of other disks selling solidly, the 


with the uke symbols, 
Valando's Laurel Music. 


pubs see no reasen why Mercury 


should be given leeway that other 
for 
They feel that the la- 
bel is or should be able to keep 


major companies do not ask 
or receive. 


its accounts current. 


Laine’s Music Co. 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 


Frankie Laine, Car! Fischer 
accompanist, and his 
Sam 
mour Heller, have 
music pubbery here. 


organized 


Laine-Fischer is the firm's name 


ARtETY _ 1() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (6) (Triangle) : ——— 


SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (19) (Williamson) 


YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (1) (Barron-Pemora) 


Second Group 


HOP SCOTCH POLKA (Cromwell) WEeTTTTTeriiiy 


NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Famous)  ...... 0.666666 ccc ee ewees 


BALI HA'l (15) (Williamson) 
LAST MILE HOME (Leeds) 


WEDDING LILLI MARLENE (Leeds) 


YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) 


CIRCUS (Massey) 


24 HOURS OF SUNSHINE (Witmark) 
I NEVER SEE MAGGIE ALONE (Bourne) 


HOMEWORK (Berlin) 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) ..... ° 


THAT’S MY WEAKNESS NOW (Shapiro-B) 
SOMEHOW (Algonquin) 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been tm the Top 10.) 
PERE EFFEEFEEEEESEFEFEFESE+EFEFFEEEED FHEHF EFF FEF OPENEPSOSIOSESPTO+ ES + GH% II) 


1. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (5) (Robbins) , 
. YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (8) (Algonquin) 
. SOMEDAY (6) (Duchess) ._. 

. ROOM FULL OF ROSES) (Hill & Range) 
. LE CAN DREAM CAN'T I (3) (Chappell) 
. JEALOUS HEART (4) (Acoff-Rose) 

8 

6 

10 

MY BOLERO (Shapiro) 

SLIPPIN AROUND (Peer-Int.) 


managers, 
Lutz, Dick Gabbe and Sey- 


Bernie Wayne Collabs 


Songwriter 


Tommy 


On Tune With Brenner 


Bernie Wayne has 


collaborated on a pop tune with 


Paul Brenne1 WAAT, Newark, 
disk jockey. which the latter is 
publishing himself Brenner has 


set up Brenner Music, affifliated 

with Broadcast Music, Inc., as an 

his outlet for the tune, titled “I 

Beeped When I Should Have 
Bopped.”’ 

a Cab Calloway has already re- 


corded the number for RCA-Vic- 


tor’s Bluebird label. 


\ Frankie Laine Mercury 
}Vaughn Monroe Victor 

Vic Damone Mercury 
‘Vaughn Monroe Victor 
/ Mills Bros. Decca 
j}Sammy Kaye ...... Victor 
\Dick Haymes... Decca 

Andrews Sisters Decca 

Al Morgan London 
| Dick Haymes Decca 
'Connie Haines Coral 
| Sinatra-Day Columbia 
|Perry Como ...... Victor 
|} Perry Como ee Victor 
i Frank Sinatra ...... Columbia 
\Evoclyn Knight Decca 
‘Blue Barron M-G-M 


Vie Damone Mercury 
\ Art Mooney M-G-M 
i Guy Lombardo Decca 

Berle GEG swt cee: Columbia 
\ Whiting Wakely Capitol 
) Ernest Tubb  ....cc.. Decca 
\ Perry Como __......... Victor 
| Bing Crosby poccces.. Eee 

Bing Crosby Decca 
| Gordon MacRae Capitol 
i Steve Conway Harmony 
| Blue Barron M-G-M 
i Carmen Cavallaro Decca 
{}Tony Martin _...... Victor 
1 Dick Haymes Decca 
\Art Mooney M-G-M 
i Dick Jurgens Columbia 

Kenny tolLerts Coral 
\ Fran Warren naee Victor 
} Diels SROGE ...cceos: Columbia 
| Bing Crosby 990 68680 Decca 
'Kay Starr sseees- Capitol 

Russ Morgan ...cecss:; Decca 

Billy Eckstine M-G-M 


Week of Oct. 1 
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prompted by the 
solid sales success of its hottest 
albums on Long-Playing Micro- 
groove disks, Decca Records got 
back into the race for new Broad- 
way show music last week. Decca 
grabbed the disk rights to the 
music from the forthcoming “Lost 
in the Stars,” music by Kurt Weill, 
lyrics by Maxwell Anderson. 
Stars” is based on the book. “Cry 
the Beloved Country.” the libretto 
being written by Anderson 

Decca went to great lengths to 
secure the “Stars” music, closing 
the deal for it without having 
heard one note of the music. At- 
parties signed 
papers a week ago and Decca 
artists and repertoire heads didn't 
hear the score until Friday (30). 
That's an unusual occurrence in 
view of the coin involved in such 
agreements 

Decca for some time hadn't been 
anxious to grab original cast rights 
to shows letting Columbia Records 


torneyvs for the two 


collar them without an argument 
on “South Pacific ‘Kiss Me, 
K ate Miss Liberty” and others 
Since going into the Long-Playing 
field. however, and finding its “Ok- 
sahoma Carouse and other 
original-cast albums going through 
retati marts heavier than ever, 
Decca apparently shifted its 
Stance 


4 Pop Disks, 3 
Hillbilly Set By 
RCA for Xmas 


RCA-Victor is making an un- 
usual approach to the marketing 
of new pop Xmas material. Seven 
disks by as many different artists 
will be issued on the same release, 
hacked ty unusual fanfare and 
promotion, the latter § including 
dick jockey samples pressed on 
green Vinylite with red labels, to 
further the Xmas thought. 

Release will consist of four disks 
by pop names and three by hill- 
billy artists. which indicates how 


heavily the latter field is regarded 
in relation to pop sales. Platters 
are led off by Vaughn Monroe's 
“lolly Old Man With a Bright 
Suit’-“Auld Lang Syne Sammy 


Kave's “Here Comes Santa Claus”- 


“I Want to Wish You a Merry 
Xmas": Freddy Martin's “Merry 
Xmas Polka’’-“Your Kiss”; Larry 
Green, “Xmas Waltz” - “Follow 
Swallow to Hideaway Hollow”; 
Eddy Arnold, “C-H-R-1-S-T-M-A-S”- 
“Will Santy Come to Shanty 


Town": Roy Rogers, “Xmas on the 
Plains,” with Dale Evans. Foy 
Willing: Bill Boyd, “Jingle Bells.” 
Incidentally, Sammy Kaye's “I 
Want to Wish You” is a new pop 
the leader wrote himself, both 
words and music. There's also a 
Three Suns album. 

\ll the abo® will be hipped to 
dealers in special Xmas envelopes 
and followed by extensive promo- 
tion material Jockeys will get, 
in addition to the colored disks, a 
special pl.tter carrying talks by 
each of the seven artists, which 
can be used to introduce the rec- 
ords on the air. 

These are all new items, issued 
in conjunction with the reissue of 
Spike Jones “All | Want for Xmas 
Is My Two Front Teeth,” a big hit 
last vear. and Perry Como’s Xmas 
album 


Evening’ Click Cues Col. 
On Similar Pinza Pop 


Ezio Pinza’s sales success with 
the pop. “Some Enchanted Eve- 
ning.” which he sings in “South 


Pacific” and which Columbia Ree 
ords released as a single, has 
prompted thre company to get the 
singer to do more pop material of 
a like nature Next Monday 10) 
Pinza will record “Give Me Your 


Hand.” a dramatic-stvie melody, 
for Columbia in N. Y Backing 
has not vet been selected 

Hand published by Laurel 
Music. owned by Tommy Valando 
and Perry Como, was first done 
by Como for RCA-Victor Comos 


ICCeSS vith it obviously is 
prompting the Pinza disk Capitol 
came out with a recording of the 
tune this week. too, by Clark Den- 
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Fine Like Wine . 
So Much 


Columbia 


Coral 





Five Skamps 
Bill Darnell 
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ASCAP 
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Laurel 


Leeds 
Porcrer 





Dry Bones 


‘Tl Keep the Lovelight Burning 
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Tommy Dorsey, 
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“45” changer sales 
will soar at this price! 
Records too! Moke sure 
you hove ALL the. RCA 
Victor hits on 45 rpm! 


FREDDY MARTIN — 


THE BILLBOARD picks this one! 


I'VE GOT A LOVELY BUNCH OF COCONUTS - 


RCA Victer 20-3554 (47-3047*) 


It's another “Sabre Dance Boogie’! 


LOVE IS SUCH A CHEAT 


RCA Victer 20-3540 (47-30306*) 








iNDy! 


The Copacabano starred her! Radio nabbed her! Television grabbed 
her! Hollywood's wooing her! She's hailed os the greatest vocal 
find in years (see TIME magazine)! The customers demand more 
MINDY! And here it is—her just-out double-barreled smash! Get 
a load of MINDY—and we do mean a load! 


MINDY 


His most successful 6— all in one great album! 


THIS WEEK’S RELEASE! 





YOURE DIFFERENT aa’ LONELY GIRL 


RCA Victor 20-3530 (47-3017") 


ROY ROGERS 


“ROUND-UP ALBUM” 
P-253 (WP-253*) 


My Chickeshay Gel RCA Victer 21-0112 


A Little White Cress On The Hill (48-01 15*) 
1 Wish | Hed Never Met Sunshine RCA Vieter 21-0153 
Ne Children Allewed (48-01 16*) 
My Heert Went Thot-A-Wey RCA Victor 21-0114 


Dusty (48-0117*) 











(Both 78 rpm end 45 rpm. Numbers merked * are 45 rpm.) 


POPULAR 
Over Three Hills TEX SENEKE 
1 Can Dream, Can't I 20-3553 (47-3046") 
Bluebird On Your Windowsill FREDDY MARTIN 
I've Got A Lovely Bunch Of Coconuts 20.3554 (47-3047*) 
Let's Hormenize SAMMY KAYE 
Makin’ Love Ukulele Style 20-3555 (47-3048") 
Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye TONY MARTIN 


You Call It Madness 

When Katherina 
Plays Her Ocorina 

Two Left Feet Polka 


20-3556 (47-3049*) 


MERRIE MUSETTE ORCHESTRA 
25-1137 (51-0023") 


COUNTRY AND WESTERN 


The Woltz Of Regret PEE WEE KING 
Bonoparte's Retreat 21-0111 (48-0114") 


RADIC: CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMDEN, NEW JERSEY 


RCA VICTOR DIVISION 





Yode! Boogie ROSALIE ALLEN 
Mamo, Wher'll | Do? 21-0118 (48-0121°) 
RHYTHM 
Cut Off The Fat JOHNNY MOORE'S THRES BLAZERS 
Shuffle Shuck 22-0047 (50-0031*) 
Glenn Miller Album! ‘Starlight Serenades” 
The Story Of A Starry Night P-255 
Stoirway To The Stors 20-356) 

When You Wish Upon A Stor 

Starlit Hour 20-3562 
A Handful Of Stors 

Shake Down The Stors 20-3563 


DEALERS! Are yeu ringing up these extre profits with RCA 
eae’ s new Multi-Pley Needle? Counter displeys, Co-op mets, 
Pend netionel advertisine add up te easy soles. 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, October 5, 1949 ' 
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Lombardo Again Cuffos 
Music at World Series 


Guy Lombardo’s orchestra will 
again play cuffo pre-game music 
before each World Series game at 
the Yankee Stadium, New York, 
gtarting today (Wednesday). Lom- 
bardo will put on a 40-minute mu- 
gical show ending with the national 
anthem just prior to game time, 

aying his men scale for the job 
hough he draws nothing from the 
Yankee management. 

Lombardo’s outfit did the same 
hing years ago, when the 
‘ankees also met the Brooklyn 
Dodgers for the world’s champion- 
ship sey: a ee 


two 


pa ee — —______ 


Charges Infringement 
On ‘Gum Slot’ Story 


Hollywood, Oct. 4 

Lou Herscher has filed suit 
Los Angeles superior court charg- 
ing that Julian Kay's tune, “Dum 
Dot Song,” infringes on his “I Put 
A Penny in the Gum Slot,” Former 
song was published by Sinatra 
Songs in 1947 while “Gum Slot” 
was published by Southern Music 
in 1949. 

Suit asks $15,000 damages from 
Kay and Sinatra Brief charges 
that 20 bars of lyrics and music 
were lifted Herscher claims $2 
300 profit realized from 200,000 


disks of “Song” on the Columbia 
tahal 


in 


‘Kapp to Decide On | 


Giveaway Album 
Hollywood, Oct. 4. 

Dave Kapp, vicepresident of 
Decca, has to decide this week | 
whether te do an album, at re- 
duced royalties, with the plattery’s 
singers for a giveaway contest gim- 
mick on Campbell's Soup “Club 
15” airshow. Ward Wheelock 
agency has broached the idea, 
with Decca to do the albums to be 
given away. 

Singers Dick Haymes Andrews 
Sisters and Evelyn Knight, all un- 
der contract to Decca, are stars 
of the airshow. 














| FLO) 64 4 
OLD SUN’ 


folate! 


COULD ‘JA? 


A 


Columbia Record No.38608 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week ( 


the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mu- 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc.. Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of September 23-29, 1949 


FF PTT TTT Cee Shapiro-B 
Den’t Cry, Jee .....s0. Ses oO Oe Harms 
Fiddle Dee ?T“It’s a Great Feeling”.......... Harms 

Four Winds and the Seven Seas .... _.......... Lombardo 
Georgia On My Mind... . . »ebbates: Peer 

Give Me a Song—?“It’s a Great Feeling” ......... Witmark 
Homework—*“Miss Liberty”............ccccsees Berlin 
Hucklebuck ch. +r eneebewees United 

I Can Dream Can't I Chappell 

If You Ever Fall In Love Again J.J. Rebbins 
It’s a Great Feeling—t“It’s a Great Feeling” Remick 

Just One Way To Say I Love You— Miss Liseriy”. Sorta -— 
Katrina—?t“Ichabod and Mr. Toad” Morris ’ 
Last Mile Home Leeds 

Let’s Take An Old-Fashioned Walk—**Miss Liberty’’Berlin 

Love Is a Beautiful Thing Porgie 
Maybe It’s Because—**Along Fifth Avenue” BV( 

Over the Hillside Dreyer 
Room Full of Roses Hill & Range 
Some Enchanted Evening—*“South Pacific” ...... Williamson 
Someday You'll Want Me to Want You .......... Duchess 
That Lucky Old Sun Robbins 
There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes Witmark 


Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye—?t“Jolson Sings Again” Feist 


Twenty-Four Hours of Sunshine , Advanced 
ee 8 ae ee ee ee Leeds 
Where Are You—tRed, Hot and Blue”........... Famous 
Who Do You Know In Heaven Robbins 
You Told a Lie Bourne 
Younger Than Springtime—*“South Pacific”...... Williamson 
. tk...) QO OR ee eee Mellin 


You’re So Understanding 


The remaining 20 songs of the 
based on the copyright Audience ( 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio 
Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John 


A Wonderful Guy—*“South Pacific” 


And It Still Goes 
Ain't She Sweet 
Bali Ha’i—**South Pacific” 


Baby It’s Cold Outside—t‘‘Neptune’s Daughter” 


Dime a Dozen 
How It Lies, How It Lies, How It 
I Can't Believe It 


I Don't See Me In Your Eyes Anymore 


I Know, I Know, I Know—?t“That 
I Wish I Had a Record 

In Santiago By the Sea 

Lover's Gold 


Make Believe You Are Glad When You're Sorry 


My One, My Only, My All—? 
Now Now Now Is the Time 
Riders In the Sky 

So in Love—**Kiss Me, 


Kate” 


Song Of Surrender—t‘Song Of Surrender” ‘ 
Through Sleepless Night—7‘“Come to the Stable” 


Twilight 


Why Fall in Love With a Stranger 


+t Filmusical. * Legit musical. 
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‘overage Index Survey of Popyu 
Networks. Published by the 


G. Peatman, Director. 
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On the Upbeat 











| cago 


...by. WGN-TY_ and. 


New York 


Irving Chezzer replaced Leonard 
Vannerson as N. Y. representative 
of Arthur Michaud in the affairs 
of maestro Tommy Dorsey 
Bernie Cairns now representing 
Morris and Melrose Music in Chi- | 
Columbia Records Bridge- | 
port factory moved into three 
eight-hour shifts Wednesday (28) 
after starting on two 10-hour runs 
a few days before Cromwell 
Music, new firm publishing “Hop 
Scotch Polka,” admitted to the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers Elliot 
Lawrence signed Gerry Mulligan 


, Quintet to work with his band 


Eddy Duchin signed for Capitol 
theatre Dec. 22 or 29 Sammy 
Kaye broke Deschler-Wallick, Co- 
lumbus, cover and gross figures 
during his recent week there, 
drawing 3,110 covers WFPG, 
Atlantic City, added Stan Facey to 
disk jockey staff. Facey is a pianist 
at Club Nomad. 


Chicago 
WBKB to telecast opening night 


‘of Ice Follies at Chi Arena. Oct. 


6 with Russ Davis announcing .. . 
Surprise visitor to NBC-RCA’s 
press prevue of “Life of Riley” 
show staged for Pabst execs was 
comedian Eddie Canter who 
thought program was “great”. . . 
WBKB director Dick Liesendah! 
switching to WGN-TV handling re- 


motes . Hank Ladd guested 
on ABC - TV's Majority 
Rules WBKB chief lenser 


Harry Birch disclosed as inventor 
of station's new binocular tele- 
photo type lens now used for foot- 
ball coverage ... WGN-TV making 
one time shot of Marshall Field's 
“Toy Fair,” with studio setup simi- 
lar to department store layout .. . 
Johnny Clark debuting “Clark's 
Corner” on WBKB Oct. 10 as first 
of daily 15-minute strip . . . Heavy 
TV coverage of * 7 football lined 


ENB-TY,. with, 


| Pat 
| handling latter's telecasts of six 


Flanagan and Vince Garrity 


public league games. 





Holiywood 


United World Films, UI subsid, 
has signed to produce six one 
minute television commercials for 
Lux Soap. Studio players will be 
used to plug the product, in addi- 
tion to forthcoming U pix, in 
stunts similar to Lux'’s newspaper 
and magazine ads featuring film ’ 

(Continued on page 42) 
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It’s Music By 


JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


JUST YOU, 
JUST ME 


Harmony (1014) 


| ARTIE SHAW 


| (Robbins Music) 

































PROGRAM NOW 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 


IT SEEMS LIKE 
OLD TIMES 


LEO FEIST 
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Decca Will Soon Press 
| Own Long-Players 


Decca Records will soon be 
‘pressing its own LP platters 
Since the label went into 
the Microgroove field, Columbia 


Records’ Bridgeport factory has 
been manufacturing all of Decea’s 
output and probably will continue 
to do so for awhile. 

Meanwhile, Decca has been ex- 
' perimenting with LP production at 
its own New York plant and is 
turning out smail amounts of disks. 





Garber Plays Coronation 
Ball at Omaha’s Ak 


Omaha, Oct. 4 

Jan Garber orch plays the an- 
nual Coronation ball of Ak-Sar- 
Ben at the Coliseum the night of 
Oct. 22. Coronation itself, the pre- 
ceding night, will be done by a lo- 
cal band Ak ball is the top so- 
cial event of the year here. 

Other local dates: Carmen 
Cavallaro band and show opens at 
the Orpheum theatre. Friday, 
Oct. 7. Tiny Hill-Hank Williams 
unit booked into Orpheum Oct. 28 
for a week. Ak-Sar-Ben bringing 
Phil Spitalny and the “Hour of 
Charm” all-girl orch to the Coli- 
seum for a one-nighter Oct. 23 


RCA Sets Dreamers 


RCA-Victor signed the Honey 
Dreamers, vocal quintet, to a con- 
tract this week and expects to cut 
the group’s first sides within a 
couple weeks. Dreamers came [so 
attention via Dave Garroway’'s v! 
deo show on NBC 

Group consists of three boys and 
two girls. 


ROCKWELL IN N. Y. 

Tom Rockwell, president of Gen- 
eral Artists Corp., returned to New 
York over the weekend after sev- 
eral months on the Coast. He'll re- 
main east until about Dec. 1, 











The American Love Song 


| CAN'T GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 
MILLS MUSIC 











i] CHARGE 
24-HOUR SERVICE ON REQUEST ; 3 
6x 10's: $7.99 per 100; $55 per 1000 ‘ 


Fan Mail Photes (5 x 7°) $36 per 1000 - Postcards 523 per 1000 
Mounted Enlargements 30240.. 53.65 
(No Negative Charge on 2 or more) 
Made by J. J. Kri The Man Whose 
Photographs Grace Billboard's Covers 


Plame 
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? 
Ballroom Ops’ Parley RE 
Chicago, Oct. 4 
National Ballroom Operators . % o 
Assn. convention got under way . -—— VARIETY z >. 8 
today (4) at the LaSalle hotel with survey of retail disk best a “ Ss > 
150 operators from various parts il based on reports ob- > “ ~ 3 0 s - 
of the country in attendance for seners, SS ! ' in @ 5/s|o e 3 FP 
) tained from leading stores : - s . sis é _ 
the three-day meet. ; 10 cities and showing com- = A w 2 bo 2 E n $s a T 
Bis meetings of the Srst day te- parative sales rating for thts v: Pa 7 £ @ z a & 0 Oo 
cluded a pitch for state ballroom aod font eoek. S : 4 5 5 ‘ = = e x T 
organizations by Herb Pauley, e £ & - 2 wi ~ | & s | A 
Turnpike Ballroom, Lincoln Neb., FE a | j 6 Uv, ] | | i FIL 
and Ken Moore, sec.-treasurer and e - ES | y Vv 2 
convention chairman National Week Ending * ‘ | & | = | 3 Ls | 2 a P 
—— = elLigii lal elelel| ely] es 
Barbaro in BMI Pact, Oct. je» | 81518) 8 | | Elaieisit 
cei op ott M Din. eS eee Wes ae L_® =.) oe | | st e < = = 
drops Infringement Suit this Last re |; Bs +reie| cis T 
— An a Oct . 4 wk. wk. Artist, Label. Title —_ | 7. 0 onl ; | @ wn | £ la ul i a ‘ D 7 
Frank Barbaro, owner of the . ; een . omens — a 
Bowery nitery, pacted with Broad- FRANKIE a awe reury) , , , , . :' ‘ ™ 
cast Music, Inc., for use of copy- I I That aoe ee * un 
right music, at same time dropping VIC DAMONE (Mercury? w 
his copyright infringement suit 2 2 “You're Breaking My Heart”..... 2 3 4 _: + 2 28 3 1 61 
which he had filed against BMI. ~~ ~ AL MORGAN (London) 
Contract signed is retroactive to 3 5 “Jealous Heart” ee 3. 62 7 ey = 1 2 42 
the time when the infringements ——-‘WAUGHN MONROE (Victor) womens 
were obtained. Barbaro has also 4 5 “Someday” 6 4 5 3 3 6 > 37 
been asked by BMI to sign a ‘ — a ~ —— — - . : : a 
license for the period covered in : J. STAFFORD-G.QURRAE (Cap) . -* . he 
the original infringement period 5. C4 Whispering Hope ' — a 
— - M. WHITING-J. WAKELY (Cap) 
. 6A 7 “Slippin’ Around” - ; : 4 5 22 
Murphy Shifts to WGN EDDIE HOWARD (Mercury) 
me teste “Gee 6B 13 “Maybe It’s Because”... ........ $°s5 3. . 2 
4 Murphy, ¢ , Syracuse, _ : — ae a - a as. 5 
New York, disk jockey, has left the DiC K ior m a P ‘ P o 
station for a disk and TV position 7 13 Nona we — De ae = 7 __es ‘a 
th WGN, Chicag ANDREWS SIS. (Decca 
w Bliss: Gove, WSYR AGUS: e..... “I Can Dream, Can't I” 8 3 6 8 7 7 19 
is taking over Murphy’s request air D. HAYMES-TATTLERS (Decca) 
show temporarily. 9A 9 “Maybe It’s Because” 3 10 7 _ ie 8 3 16 
— MILLS BROS. (Decca) 
Teyte oe a 9B 11 “Someday” ‘ Rg ; 3 ; _— a ; 6 : 16 
Maggie Teyte, British soprano, TONY MARTIN (Victor) . " . * 
opens the U. of Chicago concert 10 8 Circus #. . . el  . te 
series, Oct. 21, to be followed by GORDON JENKINS (Decca) 
the Loewenguth Quartet of Paris, il “Don't Cry, Joe” 3 _ —_ —s ™ 13 
+ 4, making its first appearance ————— PRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) ——— a 
De 12A 11 “Now That I Need You” — Se ee ol. a. 
——— PERRY COMO (Victor) — 
12B 11 “Some Enchanted Evening”. ..... 10 .% 5 _-- 10 w So, 12 
SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
13A 12 “Dance of the Hours” i  — ——" 8 10 
~ MARGARET WHITING (Capitol) — a 
13B “Dime a Dozen” , a a atte i. 
- BUDDY CLARK (Columbia) = 
14 6 “You're Breaking My Heart” ™ ss 2 . “a —_ 9 
~ ART MOONEY (M-G-M) — 
15A 10 “Hop Scotch Polka” ........... 8 — on — — | _ 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
15B “Now That I Need You” ........ 5 ss ss ee Ow. SCD 
_ ‘FREDDIE HALL (Parlay) , 
15C “When He’s All Dolied Up” — oT 4 it te —" 7 
~ P. WESTON-STARLIGHTERS (C) — 
15D “Room Full of Roses” oe oe - ™ & __ os se 7 
~ SAMMY KAYE (Victor) —— 
FRANKIE LAINE 15E 12 “Reom Full of Roses” .: . = _ os -_ _ © 7 
99 DEAN MARTIN (Capitol) . . 
66 2 .. “Shet testy O06 Gam”............ .. .. .. a ed 
LUCKY OLD SUN” | | "r= tacts ols sittin = 
N MERCURY RECORDS 
FIVE TOP) s0=™ Pacitic | JOUSON SINGS SILVER LINING MISS LIBERTY KISS ME, KATE 
CURRENTLY AGAIN |" SONGS — aaa 
CLUB CARNIVAL ALBUMS | SS a oe 
Columbia Decca Victor Columbia Columbia 
Disk Best Sellers by Companies 
i (Based on Points Earned) 
No. of No. of 
vs CS Ceres Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
STANDARD 0 ee ree 4 171 | Lendon ........ i 42 
Mecca .... ns scecceccccess: 1 & 85 Columbia ........ 2 16 
DE o6..00nbe she eeadoes . 5 Ps MT os. ¢naednewes ceseeensees i 7 
Capitol ' Ae 08 06 a 5 i PR ee eee 1 7 
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LAUREL MUSIC CorpP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 
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players. Spots will be used on 
“The Clock,” NBC series that tees 


off on the network's video circuit 
—— ‘ 






































$75,000 Will Buy 
My One-Helf Interest 
in 


NEW ENGLAND’S MOST BEAUTIFUL DANCE HALL 


RITZ BALL ROOM 


For forty years famous Bridgeport, Conn., show place for 
America’s Big Name Bands. 


Property includes ultra modern building with fittings of 
rare beauty, and large tract of valuable real estate on city’s 
biggest through street. 


This unusual investment opportunity for showmen arises 
from necessity of settling estate of my late husband, co- 
founder of this highly profitable business. 


Write, wire. or phone tnquiries to: 


MRS. GEORGE MceCORMACK, 
840 Verna Hill Rd., 


Fairfield, Conn. 
Phone Fairfield 9-0419 











= next month 


stint on KTLA’s “Your Town.” He | 


will handle five minutes of the | 


15-minute layout each week to dis- 
cuss affairs of the city. Remain- | 
ing 10 minutes will be used to 
show films concerning city prob- 
lems and development . Carl 
Dudley is in N. Y. completing ar- 
rangements tor his tour through | 
South America and South Africa | 
to film the “This World of Ours” | 


‘pix. Dudley plans to roll three of | 


the films in South America and 
four in South Africa. Two reelers | 
are for Republic release and NBC | 
televising .. . Telemount Pictures’ | 


“The Magic Lady and Boko” is be- | 


ing beamed by KFI-TV. KFI will 
beam the 10-minute films once 
weekly for 13 weeks Pix star 


Geraldine Larsen and Jerry Maren 
. » . Newly-formed Allardale Pro- | 
ductions will make four 15-minute 
television films. First went into 
production Monday (26). Pix will 
feature Arthur Blake. Fritz Feld, 
Inge Jollos, Dave Willock and Ken 
Niles have been inked for roles in 
one of each of the films. Briefies 
are being made on spec. 


Artie Wayne slicing two sides 
for Superb Records this week .. . 
Donna Blanchard, Frisco light op- 
eratic singer, has inked with Pablo 
Frontaura, CIRE rep here, to do 
six months of clubdates in South | 


America, starting at the Embassy Brown's in East Liberty, 


Mayor Fletcher | 
Bowron will do a regular television | 


Club, Buenos Aires, Oct. 15... 
Columbia's “Petty Girl” score will 
be published by Buddy Morris in- 
stead of Mood Music, Shapiro- 
Bernstein subsid, since Morris 
holds exclusive pact with Harold 
Arlen, who worked with Johnny 
Mercer on on the music . 





Pittsburgh 


Pianist Joe Leesak joined Deo- 
lores Clark Trio at Bill Green’s 
Cocktail Lounge. He was with 
Ralph DeStephano’s band at 
Carousel for a long time __ Everett 
Neill’s orch helps opening new 
Plantation Room at Colonial Manor 
on Thursday (6) Dolores Del Mar 
is the new vocalist with Lee Kel- 
ton’s orch. She replaces Noreen 
Kennedy, who quit for matrimony 

Local bands will get plenty of 
work at West View Park all winter. 
Danceland there is going to stay 
open five nights weekly year 
round for the first time . June 
Lane landed vocal berih with Wes 
Parker's orch, which goes into Bill | 
Green's Oct. 14. following the Pee 


Wee Hunt outfit.. Norman Granz ; 
opens jazz concert season ai Syria | 


Mesque on Friday night (7) 
Lois Jarman, of summer 


taken over vocal chores 
Bobby Unrath’s orch 


| 
rman opera | & 
company’s singing ensemble, has | | 
with | 3 
at Johnny | 





1 WANT YOU 
TO WANT ME 
TO WANT YOU 


« 
MISSION BELLS 
and WISHIN’ WELLS 


YOU CAN’T LOSE 
A BROKEN HEART 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19, N. ¥. 
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Matt Shelvey's Larceny Rap Set Aside, 
Gets Retrial Based on ‘New Evidence’ .t<*.22#2ne m= 


New Lessees Take Over 


Hub’s Latin Quarter 


Boston, Oct. 4. 
Mickey Redstone has leased his 
devote 


}most of his time to running his 





Atlanta, Oct. 4. + 


Judge Ralph Pharr, of Fulton 
Superior Court, Saturday (1) 

nted a new trial to Matt Shel- 
vey, former national director of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- 
ists, who was convicted last De- 
cember on two counts of larceny 
“after trust.” Shelvey was sen- 
tenced to one year on each count 

Defense attorneys Louis Regen- 
stein and Hoke Smith, at the 
December trial, argued that the 
criderce was insufficient to con-— 
vict. 

They based their motion for new 
trial on the grounds of “newly di 
covered evidence” which they a! 
Jeged was In possession of hostile 

ersons at the time of the trial 

rrors were also alleged in Judge 
Pharr's charge to the jury. 

Shelvey, a New Yorker, was ac- 
eused of converting to his own use 
$20,000 allegedly “contributed” by 
Henry Grady hotel to AGVA's we!- 
fare fund in return for okay on 


matinee shows at hostelry’s Para- 
dise Room. 
Arthur Kave, former AGVA rep 


in Miami, testified at five-day trial 
that hotel manzgement gave him 
$8,000 in 1945 and $12,000 in 1946. 
and that he turned these amounts 
over to Shelvey John Donohue 
AGVA comptroller, testified tf} 
these sums never were 
to AGVA treasury. 
Kaye, who was jointly indicted 
with Shelvey, is still awaiting trial 


turned in 


bd , 

Wertheimer’s Reno Spot 

Mert Wertheimer has taken ove! 
the Riverside hotel, Reno, where he 
pians to install name attractions. 

Lew Wertheimer, brother of 
Mert, who headed the production 
staff of the Mapes hotel, Reno, is 
currently recovering from a stroke 
eS 
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OPENS 


CAPITOL 
Wash., D. C. 


OCTOBER 13 





OPENS 
TODAY (OCT. 5) 


OLYMPIA 
Miami 


“To Break the Jump” 





Mgt.: MARK LEDDY, 
LEON NEWMAN 











MARY LOU 


Pianist ° 


OO-BLA-DEE 
KNOWLEDGE 


Composer 
Now 10th Week and Indef. 
® VILLAGE VANGUARD, NEW YORK ® 


Current Recordings of Her Own Compositions on KING 


Jimmy Durante Set to Play | 


Delayed Copa Date Nov. 17 


Jimmy Durante, who previously 
had been unable to fill a commit- 
ment at the Copacabana, N. Y., has 
given assurance that he’ll open 
there Nov. 17 He airmailed the 
music for his act to Mike Durso 
Copa’s maestro, so that he'll be 
familiar with the routining 


el, Se , ia ae ee 
Mutaire Witi ~«c.tfaili «i ies vpa ~ 


bevond New Year's and will be 
succeeded by Lena Horne. slated 
to open Jan 5. Other act definitely, 
set for that cafe is Dean Martir 


and Jerry Lewis who go in around 
the beginning of April Romo 
Vincent will probably play the spot 
in the late spring or summer of 
next year 


Philly Nitery Files Breach 
Rap vs. Martin & Lewis 
For Wanting Out on Date 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4 
Steinman, owner of the 
has asked the Amer- 

Variety Artists to 


against the team of 


Harry 
Latin Casino 
ican Guild of 
iake action 
Dean Martin 
were slated to 


Lewis. who 
the cafe 


and Jerry 
ippear atl 
on or about Oct. 26 

Abby Greshler, manager of the 
comedy duo, has notified Steinman 
that the pair will not appear at the 
club, because of radio commit- 
ments rhe contract between the 
Latin Casino and Martin and Lewis 
provided that it could be cancelled 
if radio or film commitments inter- 
fered 

The Latin Casino was to get the 
team at the end of their current 
run at the N. Y. Paramount, and 
the notification by Greshler was 
within the proscribed 30 days’ ad- 
vance notice of cancellation de- 
manded in the contract Stein- 
man, however, wants to be shown 

If Martin and Lewis are slated 
for a New York radio broadcast 
Steinman said the comics could 
take the night of the broadcast off 
According to Steinman, the con- 
tract further stipulated that if 
Martin and Lewis failed to play the 
room for the October date they 
must come back some time during 
1950, at the same salary. Engage- 


ment called for two weeks, with 
options. 
Dick Jones, local rep of the 


AGVA, is following through on the 
complaint and Greshler has been 
notified by the club of its inten- 
tions to act unless the comedians’ 
out is gilt-edged. 


Fields Ankles Greshler 
For New Berth With MCA 


Freddie Fields, who has been 
in charge of the New York office 
of the Abner J. Greshler agency 
for the past five years, resigned 
to join the Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica cafe dept. 

Acquisition of Fields is regarded 
as a move by MCA to expand its 
cafe activity which has been at a 
reduced pace since the resignation 
of Eddie Elkort some months ago 
and shift of Johnny Greenhut to 
the video dept. 

Fields, a brother of bandleader 
Shep Fields, starts his new assign- 
ment next week. 


THREE IN ONE — TOPS IN ALL 


WILLIAMS 


* Vocalist 


TISHEROMA 
SHORTY BOO 


oa oe eae ee Se sss ps ee ee ee ee 
. Exclusive Management , -F 


ASSOCIATED BOOK 


JOE GLAS 
New York 


745 5th Ave id 9.44600 





Chicago 
203 No. Wabash 


ING CORPORATION 


ER, Pres. 


Hollywood 
9151 Sunset Bivd 


open-air theatres in the future. 


Conventions Keep Atlantic City Lively, 
But Track Handle Dived Plenty This Yr. 


Trio who have taken over are. 


Lee Fields, William Oxman and 
Edward Meister. The latter also op- 
erates Hub’s Show Bar. 


Philly's Sheraton 
Opened to Names 
By 





Hildegarde 


ittsburgh Oct. 4 


Having achieved the unusual 
here of getting the so-called local 
country club set” into a hotel. 
during Hildegarde’s local engage- 


ment at the William Penn hostelry 
Anna Sosenko the songstress’ 
manager, has also opened up the 
Penn Sheraton hotel, Philadelphia, 
for top nitery Ernest Hen 
president of the Sheraton 
that the chan 
ition with the chain 
would be boxoffice despite the new 
rooms policy. but 
afraid of her $6,000 weekly figure 

Kurt Smith manager of the 
Philly Sheraton ho 
that the gamble 
and since the dining 
room is too small for so important 
an operation, the hotel is experi- 
menting with a radical move 
Smith is opening up the Penn 
Sheraton’s ballroom, which seats 
450, for the Hildegarde engage 
ment It's being laid out to look 
like a more intimate hotel dinery 
Couvert will be $2 weekdays, $2.50 
Fridays ~and Saturdays Miss 
Sosenko, who carries her own spe- 
cial lighting equipment, will 


names 
derson 
chain, alwas felt 
teuse § associ: 


low-budget was 


vever iwreed 


with Henderson 


was wortn it 


elab 


Continued on page 47) 


MCA’s Paris Branch 


Paris, Oct. 4 


Music Corp. of America will 
open a Paris office shortly with 
David Stein brother of MCA 


board chairman, Jules C. Stein, in 


charge. Opening date isn't set yet 
Stein was previously in the MCA 
Beverly Hills office and worked 


for a while in London 

Jules Stein will probably set up 
the Paris operation. He's expected 
to return from Europe Oct. 11. 


Atlantic City, Oct. 4. 
Balmy weather, plus good con- 
vention bookings, has hypoed busi- 
ness here since Labor Day. 
Most top summer attractions 
have disappeared with the vanish- 


| ing crowds, the last one, the Atlan- 


tic City Race course, 
fourth and longest 
Saturday (2). 

Figures at the track for its 45 
day season, three days longer than 
last year, show that 
down $2 518 338 from. the 
571,473 pushed 


Devalued £ Cuts Take 
Of ‘Ice Cycles’ Nearly 
356 on London Run 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 4 

Devaluation of pound cost “Ice 
Cycles” about $35,000 on its three- 
month run at Empress Hall in Lon 
don At that. management just 
missed by a day getting out the 
full amount 

George Eby barker of Va 
riety Club here anu exec of Har 
ris Amuse. Co., 
John H. Harris 
Managers Assn which 

London to vind ip 
on Sept. '7 and close the 


closing its 
season on 


wakering Wa 


through the win 


chief 


was dispatched by 
Arena 


controls 


head of 


show, to 
Cycles 
books He arrived here on a Sat 
urday, too late to go to the bank 
to make the necessary transfer 

By Monday, boat had _ been 
missed. The drop in exchange rate 
of English currency was announced 
on Sunday 


Ray McDonald and Peggy Ryan 
start an engagement at the Palla 


‘dows last year. 


$50_-. waht. F ' Oanare p A Hamid 


A total of $47,- 
055,135 was wagered this season. 
Attendance was up some 12,000, 
due to the added three days of 
racing. 

Revenue from the mutuel ma- 
chines: $2,752,626 for the track, 
down $170,232; $3,537,212 for the 
state, including breakage, down 
$268,181. John B. Kelly, president 
of the track, said it lost $100,000 
since Labor Day. He added, how- 
ever, that business prior to thet 
was good 
although busy with the New Jersey 
State Fair at Trenton this week, 
anrounced that the pier would re- 
main open over weekends, for the 
time being, at least Alex Bartha 
band, a local group, are in the 
Casino lounge for dancing On 
the Music Hall stage Milt Douglas 
headed a show which included the 
Tune Tattlers, Lewis and Oliver 
Sisters, Al and Connie Fanton and 
Miller and Jean. Hamid is also re- 
taining some other attractions in- 


cluding Bradford's reptile collec- 
tion 

Shore hotels continue to offer 
dancing in their grills. Traymore 
has Cyril Mansfield orch jose 
Poniera is at the Chelsea: Pedro 
Albani at the Mavflower: Nick 
D'Amico at Ritz Joe Stern at 


Brighton 

Night clubs continuing to offer 
hows include Babettes with 
Ronnie King heading the lineup 
Denny and Cameron at Clicquot 
and Red Pepper and a line at the 
Paddock 


floor 


Also in the entertainment pic- 
ture is the announcement this 
week that ice hockey games will 


again be played in Convention 


Hall starting, Dec. 9 








dium, London, Oct. 18 


— — - — 



























































LATIN QUARTER, New York 
LATIN CASINO, Philadelphia 
PALACE THEATRE, New York 





THE FLORIDA 


“IN A NEW TWIST” 


Opening OCTOBER 6th 


Radio City Music Hall 


THANKS TO LEON LEONIDOFF 


Recently Featured 


Extended Fair Date Season 


Exclusive Mgt.----MARK J. LEDDY - LEON NEWMAN 





HIPPODROME, Baltimore 
ORIENTAL, 
TOAST OF THE TOWN, TV Shows 
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Payoff to Yank Actors Adjusted 


To Halt Strike Threat in Sydney 


Sydney, Sept. 29. 

Reports that Australian Actors 
Equity had threatened to call a 
strike at the Tivoli theatre here 
unless three American performers 
were paid an alleged contract rate 
of $3.24 to the pound and not the 
devalued rate of $2.40 were denied 
by Neil Maver, manager of the 
Tivoli vaude loop. He insisted that 
the whole problem of dollar pay- 
ment to CU. S. artists Gurreiitiy piay> 
ing the circuit was being adjusted 
satisfactorily with Equity. 

Tivoli board of directors will be 
convened next week, Maver de- 
clared, and in the interim discus- 
sions are continuing amicably be- 
tween the loop and Equity. Yank 
acts affected by the dispute are 
Paul Regan, Rolly Rolls and Eileen 
O’Dare. Subbing for absent Tivoli 
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Test it! Examine It! Compare It! 
Let Your Jeweler Be the Judge! 


Own a Genuine 2-Carat Gem 
that Rivals a Siamond 


~ «  , Brand New Discovery. 
& y tai Neo ether gem like it! 


~ (ae: SH 
ony AA 


haa) 

Actual size! ‘77 S~ 

Perfect! Flawless! 
a 
7 i 

GE ’ _ - YOU MUST BE SATISFIED OR 
~~. YOUR MONEY REFUNDED. 
Own this latest miracle of mod- 
. ern sclence-——a genuine stone that 
© rivals the diamond so closely that 
rm oven experts fall to see the dif- 
ference. A startling discovery 
from the laboratories of one of the 
world’s largest corporations. Each 
one of these stones up to 2 
catats is cut from a stone larger 
then 2 carats by an expert die- 
mond cutter. Perfect, flawless and 
ledy’s Ri Ser ™re brilliant than a diamond! 
oy“ -! ‘There is no danger of chipping 
Pin, Bracelet. or breaking the Kenya Stone. Let 
our jeweler compare its har * ta y. 
i even more brilliant than a $2000 diamond! 


Meunt ht In A 
Man's Ring, 


ave it set any way you please! In a man’s ring, | 


lady's ring, bar pin or bracelet. Not « zircon or & 
marcasite but a true man-made gem, the only known 
rival of the diamond. Send for your Kenys Stone 
today. If for any reason, you're not completely de- 
lighted, return it within thirty days and your money 
will be refunded immediately! 

MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! TODAY! 
Pa iittala 
Kenya Labs, '2'6 Girard Trust Bidg, 

Phila. 2, Pa, 


' 
' 
' 
' 
Please send me, by return mail, a genuine Kenya ; 
Stone. Enclosed find ( ) check ( ) money , 
order in the amount of $44.40. (Full purchase ; 
price.) I understand that if I am not completely ; 
satisfied with it for any reason, I may return j 
it withig SO days and you will refund the full | 
purchase price @& $44.40 immediately. : 
1 

' 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 


NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
(Order in Sequence Oniv) 


Special: First 13 Files for $10.00 
All 30 Files for £25.00 


Bks. PARODIES $10 Per 
BUDGET 





ooks 
Diff. Vols. for $50 
d FREE info. on ether mater 
Ne C.0.D's—Open Daily Incl. 
PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th St., _VvVin¥ 19 
CIRCLE 7-1130 


_costiv_due to devaluation 





topper David N. Martin, Maver 
soft-pedaled the incident with the 
assertion that it always has been 
the chain's policy to play ball with 
overseas talent. 

Maver pointed out that Martin, 
now in the U. S., would no doubt 
make a statement there clarifying 
the dollar payment setup for Amer- 
ican acts who seek bookings in 
Aussie. U. S. talent, he added, 
obviously would now become more 
Because 
of this problem, he said, there Was 
a strong possibility that more 
British acts may have to be brought 
to the Down Under territory. 


COLONIAL, ALBANY TO 
PLAY VAUDE 5 DAYS 


Albany, Oct. 4. 
Vaudeville clicked so smartly 
since its revival at the Colonial 
three weeks ago that the playing 
time will be expanded from three 
to five days, effective Oct. 11. The 
new schedule calls for a Tuesday 
opening and a Saturday closing. 
Policy will continue to be eight 
acts, booked by the Al and Belle 
Dow Agency. and a feature picture 
Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac, N. Y., Oct. 4 


Victor ‘(IATSE) Gamba up for 
one daily meal, after 18 months of 
infirmary routine. Ditto Charlie 
Kauffhold after a year of strictly 
in bed. 

“We the Patients” take these 


means of thanking J. D. T. Spink 
of the Sporting News, St. Louis, 
and Art Goldie of the Sports Con- 
densed News of Chicago for keep- 
ing the gang posted on sports 
events during the past season. 
Sydney Cohen, ex-Rogerite and 
N. Y. Capitol theatre staffer, was 
recently discharged from the Na- 
tional Jewish Sanatorium, Denver. 
He is now home with an all clear. 
Birthday greetings are in order 
to George Powers, Mary Lou 
Weaver, John Rosenberg, Ruth 
Levy, Daisy McKenna and Frances 
White. 
Louise (RKO) Harris flashing an 
all-clear and due to go home soon. 
Harold Wood, Richmond, Va., 
theatre exec in to bedside his frau, 
Ruth Woods, who recently licked a 
serious major operation. 


Mark Wilson has been upped for | 


one daily meal. 

Edna (légit) Hagan, in from 
N. Y. C. for the annual o.o. and 
checkup, given an all-clear to re- 

®sume her radio work. 

Margie Regan, after five years of 
the in and out of bed routine, off 
on a 10-day furlough to N. Y. C. 

Write to those who are ill. 


RKO Adds Providence For 
Spot Vaude Bookings 


RKO circuit will play the first 
vaude show in Providence in many 
years. The Dick Contino package 
‘has been set for the Albee theatre 
| Oct. 12 for a full week. 
| House will subsequently play 
spot bookings. 








BOOKING 
AGENCY 


@ENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 





‘tract with the Musicians Union ex: | 
_pired made the decision to suspend | 


HIPP, BALTO, BACK TO | 


VAUDE AFTER ‘JOLSON’ 


Baltimore, Oct. 4. 
Izzy Rappaport ig, resuming vaude 
at the Hippodrome here after a 
five-week straight pic policy with 
“Jolson Sings Again.” Advent of 
the Jolson film as the annual con- 





vaude easier to make with no beefs | 
from either side. 
Flood of protests from the pub- 
lic convinced Rappaport that there 
is a real demand for vaude and the 
resumption, of his 16 year combo 
policy will tee off Thurs. (6), 


Stall AGVA on ~~ 
Monroe Pic Ti 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 

Possibility that American Guild 
of Variety Artists might join bat- 
tle with the American Federation 
of Musicians in the motion picture 
field faded Monday (3) when Eddie 
Rio, AGVA coast chief, failed to 
use weight of his organization to 
prevent start of Vaughn Monroe's 
“Singing Guns” at Republic 

Rid was awaiting werd from 
Dewey Barto, exec. sec. of AGVA, 
about projected move, but did not 
hear from N. Y. AGVA plan was 
to ask Screen Actors Guild to use 
its weight against start of film, as 
part of variety union's jurisdic- 
tional feud with AFM. 





Winnipeg Vauders’ Odd 
Sked to Beat Blue Law 


Winnipeg, Oct. 4. 

Playhouse theatre here will in- 
stitute vaude policy, with house 
opening new shows each Monday 
morning at 12.01 a. m: Strange 
sked. is due to blue laws, which 
nixes stageshows on Sundays. 

House, operated by Stanley Zedd, 
has the first bill set for Oct. 10, 
comprising “Ivory” Joe Hunter, 
Three Zephyrs, Fran Payne, Smith 
and Allen, Barton and Brady, Billy 
and Idell Shaw, Sunny Moore's 
Circus and Stuart Arnold dancers. 
Sid Page Agency, of Chicago, will 
book it. 








Jim Tyson Teams 
With Mae Johnson 


Jim Tyson, v.p. of Joe Glaser’s 
Associated Booking Corp. in New 
York, leaves that organization to- 
mororw (Thursday) to take over 
; the management of John Reed 
King and several other names as 
yet undisclosed. Tyson also moves 
into the Mae Johnson office in 
UN. Y., reportediy as a partner, to 
handle radio and television end of 
that agency. 
| Both Tyson and Miss Johnson 
_were formerly with Music Corp. of 
| America, Miss Johnson having pre- 
ceded Tyson out of that agency 
to set up her own office, booking 
cafes and hotels in the U. S. and 
Canada. 

Tyson's exit from ABC was re- 
portedly against Glaser’s wishes. 


No Parking, No Theatre 


Madras, Sept. 20. 

Government of Madras has 
passed final orders that no city 
theatre, either under construction 
or to be built later, which does not 
have adequate parking space for 
automobiles would be given license 
to operate. Adequacy of parking 
space is to be determined by the 
Commissioner of Police, according 
to locality and volume of patrons 

who come for the shows in their 
own autos. 

In the case of theatres already 
running, a time limit is to be given 
| during which they should find 
parking lot in their neighborhood. 


——P 

















| Jackie 
KANNON 


Still at DETROIT'S most beautiful 


CLUB GAY HAVEN 


Thanks To: 
PETE IODICE & JOHN ANTHONY 














jurisdiction over the television 


performer. 


Critical situation within the 4A’s 
reached American Federation of | 
Labor attention when AFL presi- | 
dent William Green, at its St. Paul | 
convention yesterday (Tues.), 
scored AGVA for attempting to 
use the injunction as a weapon 
against a brother AFL union. 
AGVA this week filed a show cause 
order in N. Y. Supreme Court to 
enjoin James C. Petrillo, AFM 
head. and that union from inter- 
fering with its contractual obliga- 
tions to artists under its jurisdic- 
tion and cafe and theatre operators 
with whom it has contracts. Hear- 
ing slated for yesterday (Tues.) 
was postponed until Friday (7) 
when argument over whether 
AGVA had properly served the 
papers will be grought up. 

The inter-union squabble within 
the 4A’s rests on the outcome of 
deliberations over control of films 
for television. A delegation of the 
Screen <Actors Guild has been 
meeting since Thursday (29) with 
the president's committee of the 
4A’s to find a basis of cooperation 
for the formation of a Television 
Authority. Meeting broke up with 
no results, and final presentation 
of the committee came before the 
4A’s yesterday a 

SAG's meeting with the eastern 
branches at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., 
continued late last night. Dele- 
gates were discussing the degree 
| of cooperation ‘that could be ex- 
pected from the film union in the 
event the 4A’s set up the TVA over 
live television. West Coast dele- 
gation, told the meeting that un- 
der no circumstances would it 
mediate on the television film 
jurisdiction. 


Those coming in from the Coast 
for these confabs comprised Ron- 
ald Reagan, SAG president; Dana 
Andrews, Lee Bowman, Richard 
Carlson, Buck Harris, John Dales, 
Jr., Kenneth Thomson, latter head 
of the SAG tele section; William 
Berger, counsel. Representing the 
Sereen Extras Guild were Dick 
Gordon, president; Edd X. Russell, 
member of the exec committee; 
H. O'Neil Shanks, executive secre- 
tary, and Robert Gilbert, counsel. 

| Eastern SAG office was repped by 

David Jordan, Elizabeth Morgan, 
William Neal, Robert Stuart and 
Florence Marston. 


SAG's position against the for- 
mation of a TVA stems from its 
| belief that there should not be an- 
other union in the 4A’s setup, and 
that films must remain under the 
SAG's jurisdiction no matter 
where exhibited. SAG also felt | 
that it could ‘never be properly | 
governed if ruling authority was | 
| split between New York and the | 
Coast. Screen performer union | 
also believes that any split in its | 
| jurisdiction would endanger its 
| contracts with more than 500 film 
|producers. This 4A’s affiliate, | 
, however, countered with the offer 
| to cooperate in the formation of a’ 
_ TVA for live talent only and simul- 
taneous kinescoping. It believes 
| that the union making a live tele 
, contract should also control the 
| kinescope of that show. 
| _ Major question within the SAG 
delegation’s ranks is whether 





Actor Crisis 


Continued from page 1 





of creating an affiliate to have it will continue in the 4A’s if the 


latter orders the formation of the 


| TVA. Any action in that direction 
‘will have to be taken by a mem- 


bership referendum. 


AGVA’s show-cause action came 
after the AFM forced the resig. 


nation from AGVA of Victor 
Borge, current at the Persian 
Room of the Plaza hotel, N. y. 


Former Yale basketball! star 
Tony Lavelli, who is currently do- 
ing an accordion act at the Iceland, 
N. Y., was prevented from signing 
with AGVA and joined AFM in- 


Steaa. Another case in qiiéstion’ ig ~~ ~ 


that of the Kirby Stone Quintet, 
at the Latin Quarter, N. Y., which 
is working in the LQ floorshow 
as well as providing instrumental 
relief. In all instances, the AFM 
has been the victor, inasmuch as 
AGVA has failed to take any re 
taliatory action by pulling sur- 
rounding shows. 














———— 


| KEN GRIFFIN | 

















CURRENTLY 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE 


DES MOINES, IOWA 
SEPT. 30 - OCT. 6 

















YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 


when in LONDON for Bargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggege, Travel 
and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- 
mon Street (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, Leadon, W.1. 











RUTH WALLIS 








DANCING PARTNERS 


Attractive, Ages 22 te 30 
Call from 5 te & P.M. 


TOP SALARY 


CHAK LEE STUDIOS 


2 East Broadway, New York City 














ticular those wonderful 
Red Hair.” 


Sincerest thanks to RUSSELL MARKERT, and to the 
entire RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL company, in par- 


Gratefully, 


Ronald Rogers 


Mgt.: PHIL OFFIN, 48 West 48th St., New York City 


ROCKETTES “with the 





Overlooking Beautiful Lincoln 
y By 


from the | 
Loup 














the HOTEL NORTH PARK 


Owned and operated by the Benson Hotel Corp. 


1931 Lincoln Park West, Chicago 
Newly furnished rooms and kitchenette 


Rates from $4 to $8.50 
“Make the North Park your home in Chicsgo” 


Perk and Lake Michigan 


; with private baths in colored 
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Formby's London Music Hall Varieties’ 


Seen Grossing 2506 in Canadian Tour 





Toronto, Oct. 4. + 


On advance indications, and 
much of the money already 
jn the kitty, George Formby and | 
“London Music Hall Varieties” | 
should 9 gross $250,000 for his 
whirlwind six-week trans-Canada 
The Lancashire omens 
: sold out a week in ad- 
wr} $3.60 top for his first 
three engagements—Toronto, Ham- 
jlton, Ottawa—and similar box 
office active oe "4 ~ a 
jon. At the Royal Alexandra 
(1,525), Toronto, W here Formby 
teed off for his first week, the ca- 
acity gross was $24,700 
With repeated rumors, consistent 
over recent months, that Famous 
players (Canadian) and Loew's are 
mulling a revival of vaudeville in 
their major houses in Canada, ex- 
ecutives obviously are watching 
the Formby tour with considerable 
interest. ea ote 
Meanwhile, on Formby’s initial 
success here, his films of wartime 
yintage are being taken off the 
shelves for reissue by Empire-Uni- 
versal. His navy film, “Bell Bot- 
tom George,” is currently at the 
Hollywood, Toronto 
“London Music Hall Varieties’ 
is not only the first British vaude 
troupe to visit Canada in 20 years 
but is the m6Sst SUCcesSSiui British 
stage attraction ever to visit this 
country. According to Ernest M 
Rawley, manager of the Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto, who arranged 
the tour, Formby will be back next 
season for a more extended engage- 
ment that may run 12 weeks. 


— — 
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MEMO: 

The Diamend Horseshoe. 
Baseball, ard THE WORLD 
SERIES have a lot in common. 

With lmeups geared for ac- 
tien and entertainment, the 
Vankee, Dodger. and “Violins 
Over Broadway” teams present 
the seasons champlen = per- 
formers. 

And taking bis reguler tere 
en the Herseshoe Dinmond 
mound—for a change of pace 
n comedy entertuinment — 
there's Mish the Magish. 

Kegards. 
BILLY BISHOP. 

P.&. Met.: Leon Newman- 

ark Leddy 
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Two New Brazil Vaude 


Shows Drawing Them In 


- Rio de Janiero, Sept. 20. 

; Quero Ver Isso de Perto” (“I 
Want to See It Closer’), one of 
two new vaude shows, is drawing 
the customers ,marking the first 
time that tickets to a production 
here have to be obtained in ad- 
vance Show features top local 
comics. 

Other presentation, 
Tudo e Nao Estou Prosa” (“Got 
Everything and I'm Not Brag- 
ging’), features a Parisian chorus 
fan dancers, strippers, and aqua- 
show and a variety of other acts. 


RINGLING CIRCUS’ 1506 
IN 5-DAY H’WOOD STAND 


Hollywood, Oct. 4 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum and 
Bailey’s circus grossed $150,000 in 


“Estou com 





five-day stand here with biz for 
nine performances off 10° from 
last year. Breaking in new loca- 


tion plus weak matinee trade due 
to reopening of school are reasons 


for lighter take. However, there 
were turnaways for last five per- 
formances and management felt 
show could have stayed another 
four days after Sunday (2) with 
profit 


While receipts were down over 
last year, gross was stil! good here 
Best stands for season were New 
York, San Francisco, Portland 
Chicago, Spokane and Butte, with 
only three or four really bad days 








‘Mother Kelly’s, Miami, 


Sold to Syndicate for 436 


Miami Beach, Oct. 4 
Mother Kelly’s was sold this 
week to a Chicago group headed 
by Pete Arnold for $43,000. 


Long one of the Beach's top in- 
timeries, plans for the spot by the 
new owners include continuance 
of the continental show policy 

Another spot the Chez Paree 
was also sold last week. 








Wally Wanger School of Dancing 
and Dramatic Art has been char- 
tered to conduct business in New 
York City, with capital stock of 
200 shares, no par value. 














» A NIGHTLY SHOW STOPPER” 


JERRY GAGHAN a 
PHILA DAILY NEWS oo 


N 14th SUCCESSFUL WEEK: 


sy THE DANCING SENSATION 
OF TWO CONTINENTS... 
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MAXINE SULLIVAN 


CURRENTLY 


CAFE SOCIETY 
(DOWNTOWN) 


PERSONAL MANAGEMENT 


JACK BERTELL 
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Perm. addr.: 





L 
a few dates te fill on 10th anniversea 
Villa MALINY, FLEI 


INY 


teur te Florida 
HMANNS, N. Y¥. 








Eckstine Date Set Back 


Billy Eckstine’s date at the Par- 
amount theatre, N. Y., has been 
postponed from the Christmas-New 
Years show because of the long 
running time of the film “Samson 
and Delilah.” It was felt that the 
Negro singer could be used to bet- 
ter advantage on the follewing 
show, with the Bob Hope starrer, 
“The Great Lover.” 

Eckstine’s replacement on the 
holiday show has not been set. 


Texas Oil Millionaires 
Aven’t Spending Much 
Moola in Niteries 


Dallas, Oct. 4 

Texas millionaires might be 
spreading their gold about in 
places like the Stork Club and the 
Mocambo, byt they've got their 
money belts tightly 
around these parts. Dallas, for in- 
Stance, has a half dozen small 
clubs, a floorshow at the Adolphus 
hotel, a small dance band at the 
Baker hotel and a local combo at 
Pappy’s, biggest nitery here. 

Music Corporation of America, 
a year ago, had 76 acts working 
around Dallas. This week they 
have seven Same situation ob- 
tains elsewhere. Galveston is just 
about folded now, with the end of 
a mild summer season Houston 
has the Shamrock, Glenn Mc- 
Carthy’s monument to Glenn Mc- 
Carthy, as its only catchall for the 
spenders 

The first vaude show for Inter- 
state, through here about a month 
ago, was a disappointment and it 
is doubtful if the big theatre cir- 
cuit will use more than five variety 
shows during the season. In the 
Amarillos, the Tylers and other 
small communities, an occasional 
one-niter band comes in. 





including a stop at Fort Worth— 
but business was not big. 


Ohio Relaxes Rules 


On Reforming Minors 


Columbus, O., Oct. 4. 

Performers under 18 will be 
able to appear in Ohio theatres, as 
a result of a new law which be- 
comes effective Oct. 6. 

New law permits minors under 
18 to appear on the stage if pro- 
vision is made for educational in- 
struction and “proper moral super- 
vision.” The law states the minor 
must be accompanied by his 
guardian or parents, is limited to 
two performances a day, and can- 
not appear after 11:30 p.m. 

Previously, no one under 14 
could perform on the stage, and 
employmen of boys under 16 and 
girls under 18 was banned in 
places of amusement after 6 p.m. 


Midwest Vaude Dates 


Chicago, Oct. 4. 

Joan Merrill and the Dunhills 
signed for the Danny Kaye show 
at the Chicago, Oct. 7 Jackie 
Miles and Fran Warren headline 
at the Carnival, Minneapolis, Oct. 
13 Rose Murphy is set for the 
Stork Club, Council Bluffs, lowa, 

















Oct. 4 “Grand Old Op’ry” will 
do an early morning show for the 
Future Farmers of America at 


Kansas City, Oct. 11 Silver Frol- 
ics show for Oct. 25 has Alan 
Stone, comedian, as headliner 
Palace, Milwaukee, resumes vaude 
shows Oct. 28. ..Turin Inn, Sioux 
City, resumes floorshows Oct. 21. 
Hudson & Sharare open at the 
Circle Club, Dubuque, after sum- 
mer tour of Hawaii and the Philip- 
pines, Oct. 5...Danny Rogers 
starts new policy at the Baltimore 
hotel, St. Louis, Oct. 6, after stint 
in new Milton Berle film Yvonne 
Ray into the Chateau, Lyons, IIL, 


Oct. 6 . Jeey Reardon and Betty 
Sawyer into the Fiame, Duluth, 
Oct. 5 Glen’s Rendevous, Nov. 


4 show for two weeks has Lois 
Andrews, Eddy Bartell, Docter 
Vester and Lady Ethel. 




















PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


Currently 


LOEW'S STATE 
SYRACUSE, New York 





;} tain a more intimate contact with 


cinched up| 


Tommy | 
Dorsey was the last orch through | 


| with 








A. J. Balaban's Tele Technique To 
Give N. Y. Roxy Shows New Look 


A new look inspired by televi- The stage will have several levels, 
sion is being planned for the Roxy one of them to hold the orchestra 
theatre, N. Y., ty its executive di- pit. 
rector, A. J. Balaban. Theatre With this plan, it will be pos- 
head is planning a physical stage sible to improve the sight-line in 
layout that will permit closeups as all parts of the house. Performers 
in video and at the same time at- will be able to work with more as- 
surance and the pewholders will 
get a better view. 

Work has already started on a 
will start on a new type of stage raised platform to cover the ice- 
set which will permit a complete stage. The new stage levels will 
show on a motorized platform to go directly over the tank De- 
go as far front as the footlights. cision as to whether the current 


CHI RAILROAD FAIR ““satzent Ruatsun thor 
WINDS RECORD RUN 


Balaban stated that it was his 
Chicago, Oct. 4 to 


original intention to keep the icers 

running for six months a year only, 

out they've been successful enough 

warrant an 18-month run 

Chi Railroad Fair shuttered Sun- They'll »ve back sometime next 
gay (2) winding up a two-season og 4? , : 

run that broke all records for ex- Palent policy, according to the 

positions, with 2,732,739 persons house director, will be revised to 

meet the present economic setup. 


the audience. 
Within a few days construction 


attending the °49 session Over ith : : . 
1,449,954 persons saw the “Wheels Alt rough future talen t _Plans 
with haven't been formulated, it’s ap- 


a Rolling” pageant this year 
total attendance for both seasons parent that there will be some re- 
going over the 5.200.000 mark visions in the house budget because 
of the new setup’s ability to get 
more entertainment values How- 
ever, the same talent standards are 
being retained for the time being. 
Benny Goodman follows the cur- 


Major Lenox Lohr, prexy of the 
Fair, claimed the largest number 
of persons to ever turn out for an 
industry display did so for the rail- 


road show, with its second year’ rent show with Ethel Waters slated 
heating figures af its first season for chow afterward and Tony 
Fair aiso broke even financially, Martin inked for layout coming in 


according to Lohr. 


Abbott & Costello Being 


around the Christmas holidays 








Angled for Brit. Tour Jack - 

® ; Hie 
Hollywood, Oct. 4& ) oem 
e ;rade, British vaude book- | i] Ee 
, 4 ~ lb Abbett "ae (~~ owe . _ 


tello a London Palladium booking 
string of provincial houses 
to follow, starting next June. 

Grade is aiso dangling similar 
offers to Jack Benny and Charles 
Correll and Freeman Gosden 
(Amos 'n’ Andy). Benny is tossing 
a cocktail party for Grade Satur- 
day (8) 





Loew’s Capitol 
WASHINGTON, BD. ¢ 
WEEK OCT. 20TH 

Thanks to SID PIEFKMONT 


Mgr.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 
RKO Bids., Suite 902 WUdsen 6-3345 














LAFF 
AUCTIONEER _ 


Sensational 
Audience 
Participation 
Riot 


PAUL BENSON 


~ OPENING OCTOBER 6TH ® 


RKO PALACE 
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Autry's Rodeo B.0. 


Hypoed by 20) 


Cowpokes Competing for 846 Jackpot 


The more than 200 cowboy par-¢ 


ticipants have a greater incentive 
to put on a terrific show this year 
during the 43 performance run ot 
the World’s Championship Rodeo 
at the Madison Square Garden. 
N.Y. Prize money of $84,000, plus 
entry fees, is probably the largest 
in history of the show, and the 
cowpokes are determined to get 
their share of this coin 

The rodeo has all it needs in the 


Wiis’ TH BORG e~Fstar in jathe 
person of Gene Autry who, pet 
ueual. made a solid impact with the 
12.900 opening night crowd, by his 
handling of his prize nags, Cham- 
pion and Little Champion and his 
tunes backed by the Cass Count) 
Bovs. with whom he appears on his 


CBS Melody Ranch Show 


This vear, the round-up has 
faken on some fresh aspects 
There's been some change ofl 


events so that the between rodco- 


events divertissement comprise 
new visual entertainment Fore- 
most is the bareback mounted bas- 
ketbal! game. which hasn't been 
seen at the Garden in five years 
This is the highmark in the eve- 
nine’s mavhem. It’s a rough propo- 
sition esnecially with no holds 
barred Everv plaver had his shirt 
torn off his back during this 10 


minute stanza. The crowd liked it 
Ve \ well 


Another event not seen in recent 


vears is the Cowgirls Cloverieat 
Race in which the femmes on 
horseback race against the time- 
clock by going around three posts 
However. this stanza needs further 
polishing. There seems little ex 
citement in this event Mavbe 


spacing the riders so that the clock 
operator has enough time to set the 
hand back to zero, might provide 
the necessary kick. 

Probably the most colorful addi- 
fion is the Indian War Dances by 
Jemev and Sandia Indians from 
Pueblo. N. M. With Autry explain- 
ing the ceremonial aspects. the 
redskins vrovide a nifty display 
paced by Tony White Cloud 

Comedy is by Ken Boen doing an 
old gray mare bit which pleased 
the crowd. George Mills probably 
has the most dangerous assignment 
in tovting the Brahma bulls from 
the riders. He has some close calls 
Andy “Jabo"” Wamick has replaced 
the late Jasho Wilkerson in aiding 
Mills 

The cowboys, however, vrovide 
the heart of the show. Opening 
night indicated a determined 
mien All of them put in every- 
thing into their efforts. The show 
brought along some splendid stock. 
‘The horses. bulls and calves 
seemed eauaily determined not to 
let any cowhand best ther. 

The riders are a very good crop. 
with championships still to be 
earned. For example, Boen. last 
year's steer-wrestling winner. came 
in third on ovening night, but 
that’s still no indication of the final 


result. Tex Connlev won Wednes- 
day's (28) trials with the record 
jime of 15.4. All the defending 


champs are back in an attemnt to 
he'd orto their laurels. Toots 
Mansfield, calf - roping winner; 
Sonny lavender. top bull rider: 
Cene Pruitt. saddle bronc rider: 
Jack Buschbom, bareback bronc 
rider. are trying to retain their 
crowns 
Show leaves the Garden Oct. 23 
for a run at the Boston Garden 
Jose 





Apolle. N. ¥. 

Sarah Vaughan. Frrol Garner 
Trio. Georgie Auld Band (9), How 
ell & Bowser, Edwards Sisters (2), 
Symphony Sid; “Sky Liner” (SG) 


Sarah Vaughan tops the well 
balanced bill at this Harlem vaude 
house this week. Grooved in the 
closing spot, she warbles five 
numbers to a warm reception. Her 
wide range and deep, throaty style 
get good results with “Body and 
Soul” and “I Get a Kick Out of 
You.” Best of the quintet is “Don't 
Blame Me,” a tune which affords 
maximum emphasis for her syrupy 
torres 

(; orgie 


Auld’s “All-Stars” start 


the layout with a brisk “Tin Pan 
Alley.” Sax playing leader “has 
three rhythm, three reed. two 


brass and a vibraharp. While the 
small unit appears fairly proficient, 
it’s cut in for only one other num- 
ber, “Flyin’ Home.” Boys click 
with this one and also creditably 
back the show. 

Comies Howell & Bowser, back 
from a European tour, are still 
using the same material which 
served them in a previous stint 
here. Their songs and patter, how- 
ever, evidently are new to the 
Majority of payees since the duo 
scored solidly. Edwards Sisters. 
two stocky gals, Open with a mild 


( ates? rlep pee poder 





terp routine, then shift to chal- 
lenge stuff. They wrap up their 
stint with some fast stepping 
tagged “Brazilian Boogie” that nets 
‘em a modest salvo. Symphony Sid, 
W.JZ's all-night disk jock, handles 
the emcee chotes adequately 
Errol Garner Trio is reviewed 
under New Acts. Gilb. 





- vane leaqurt. BO. 
Kansas City, Sept. 28 

Edward Bros. (3), Yvonne Mo 
Varvellos (3), Cook & Brown 
Evans, Appletons (3). Ross 
& LaPi Gus Van: Sam Kramer 
House Orch (11); “Roughshod 
(RKO 


ray 


Y 


rre 


Second unit of Palace vaude is 
doing as well as the previous line- 
up. Biz was bullish opening night. 
with every indication of chalking 
up a top gross. 

Pace is swift throughout, and 
staging leaves little to be desired 


Music at times seemed unneces- 
sarily brassy and heavy, however, 
overshadowing both hoofers and 
vocalists on occasion. Otherwise 
the bill is showmanly and drew 
applause all the way. 

The 66-minutes layout gets off 
to a fast start with the Edwards 
Bros.. trio of balancing acrobatics, 


ind is carried slong at a fast clip 
by tiny Yvonne Moray and her 
boogie vocals. The Marvellos in 
trey spot continue the novelty 
flavor with mixture of magic and 
music Cook and Brown zip 
through eccentric and challenge 
routines for neat response. 
Mimicry by Steve Evans con- 
tinues to amuse, especially in his 
barroom bit and session on laugh- 
ing Appletons in apache ver- 
sion of adagio and knockabout 
acrobatics score on basis of excit- 
ing antics Ross and LaPierre 
give the pace a lift. especially in 
vocal impreshes by Russ and jive 
version of “St. Louis Blues.” 
dueted by the team. In closing 
spot. Gus Van clicks for solid re- 
turns. Audience was with him from 
walkon. His dialect songs and es- 
tablished oldies, as well as his 
newer “Old Man Revenue” clicks 
for solid response. Quin. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, Sept. 30 
Evalyn Tyner, Jan Murray, Ben 
Yost Vikings (5), Bob & Joann 
Varco, Marion Kiatta, Sam Jack 
Kaufman House Orch; “Johnny 
Stool Pigeon” (U). 


Capitol follows high standard of 
recent weeks. with another sock 
layout, though lacking in strong 
enough marquee value to offset 
weak pie. Accent is on music, with 
enough variety and change of pace 
to please everybody's tastes. 

Headliner and top cheer getter 
is local pianiste Evalyn Tyner, who 
is working the vaude week in along 
with her feguiar Statler hotel 
nitery spot and her TV chores. 
Miss Tyner is the ultimate tech- 
nician on the ivories. She spells 
class whether she is doing straight 
boogie woogie or taking liberties 
with the classics. Four numbers 
she does, including a_ concert 
arrangement of “Star Dust,’ show 
versatility, plus a sense of show- 
manship that gives it zest. The 
Kaufman house orch rates kudos 
for picking up the accompaniment 
so ably. 

Jan Murray takes over the comic 
relief to good advantage. He has 
a line of fast patter which he 
handles with deftness and an 
assurance that he'll get laughs; he 
does. Breakfast cereal routine. 
ribbing the radio commercial tech- 
nique, is screamingly funny, with 
the added interest of an eye filling 
femme assistant. Musters plenty 
of mitt action for his efforts. 


The Ben Yost Vikings, troupe 
of top drawer male choristers, open 
with a medley of operatic tunes. 
then go on to such surefire faves 
as “Ole Man River,” “Dreams” and 
ihe “Ranger” song. Get fine recep- 
Lion. 

Bob & Joann Marco pace the 
show with seme sparkling acro- 
batics done with a dance tech- 
‘nique. They operate with great 
ease, giving the impression they 
are fully relaxed, and go over well. 
Extra act, departing from usual 
four act format, is that of Marion 
Kiatta, the discovery of this year's 
“Going Native” show. Chantoosey 
shows promise, and registers well 
with a brace of romantic tunes— 
“One Night of Love’ ‘and “Love 
Is Where You Find It.” Gal has 
much to learn, but has good range 
and a rich voice. Lowe. 

‘ / i 


aing. 97 pudienee,. 


| Paramount, N. Y. 


| Dick Stabile Orch (16) with Caro- 


lyn Grey; 4 Step Bros., Dean Mar. | J meg A mem 


tin & Jerry Lewis; “My Friend Ir- | 
ma” (Par), reviewed in VARIETY | 
Aug. 17, '49. 


—— | 

With Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis on stage, coupled with their, 
first film starrer, “My Friend 


of theme songs of Paul Whiteman, 
Glenn Miller, Woody Herman, 
and Harry James. 
banjoist with the | 
band does neat job on “Darktown 
Strutter’s Ball.” Sahu. 


RKO, Boston 
Boston, Oct. 1. 





Strand, N. Y. 
tion, with musie and lyrics by Jule 
Styne and Sammy Cahn; book 
Stephen Longstreet; choreography 
and musical staging, Jerome Rob- 
bins, executed by Evans Davis: 
produced by Charies Harrow. Stars 





Dick Contino Show with Verne 


Joey Faye; features Dan Dayt 
Evans Davis, Betty Bonney, pam 


Irma” (Par), the Paramount won't Hackney, Mystery 4, Nadine Jan-| Bentley, Peggy Engel, Sondra Lee; 


be having any trouble at the box- sen, Johnny Mungall, Ewing Sis- with Iris Burton, 


office the next few weeks. Occu- 


pying 35 minutes of the stage- Richard Meiari; “Treasure of Eni 


show's running time of approxi- 
mately 55 minutes, Martin and 
Lewis practically have carte! 
blanche on the current 


ters (2) Don McIlwaine and 


Monte Cristo” (SG). 


Supplying in youthful exuber- 


layout, ance what they lack in experience Frank 


arlyn De Boer, 
Nancy Pearson, 
Betsy Scott, Sue 


Jacquetta Klein, 
Rodman, 


Scott, Gloria Smith, Louis Ampolo, 


Carle Erbele, Walter Koreman, 
George Lawrence, Joseph Layton, 
Marosco, David Newman, 


though a quartet of colored hoof- and showmanship, current edition Jack Shimoda, Igor Storojeff. Har. 


ers, the Step Bros., are certainly 
no amateurs when it comes to hold- 

Though they remain the finest 
voung comedy team to come along 
in years, Martin and Lewis, how- 
ever. increasingly emphasize that 
they've got to maintain greater 
discipline in their routines. Lewis 
can get away with the nance stuff 
in a cafe—but not in a family the- 
atre. And too often they work at 
a drag-out pace that can endear 
them only to the bobbysox trade. 
which. at show caught, indicated 
that Martin and Lewis could do no 
wrong. And they could dispense 
with the couple of double en- 
tendres that they do pull. Plus 
which they should get some new 
material 

The casual air that they assume 
is fine—but sometimes there is a 
strong suspicion that the casual- 
ness is not all it’s supposed to be 
The boys will engage in pieces of 
business of which they, and possi- 
biv the bandsmiea, may be only 
aware. leaving the audience won- 
dering what it’s all about 

On the plus side—and for the 
better. of course—is the elimina- 
tion, at least for the theatre, of all 
those Yiddish and Eye-talian refer- 





ences, which they belabored in the 
niteries Here there’s only a 
fleeting bit of that business, and 
that’s all 

Martin. of course. still knows 
how to sing a ballad. He does a 
medley that’s especially surefire 
for the dames. The pair’s Crosby- 
Fitzgerald bit at the end is cute 
and indicates that they can do a 


serious bit effectively. too 

The Step Bros. display an amaz- 
ing hoofing versatility as they go 
through precision and challenge 
stuff that draws terrific audience 
applause. And they deserve it. 

Dick Stabile is the Martin and 
Lewis musical director, leading 
what suggests itself to be a Local 
802 band that knows its way in 
plaving a show. The band gets a 
couple of licks, paced by Stabile’s 
fax. the outfit including five reeds, 
three rhythm and seven brass, plus 
Stabile. Carolyn Grey, singer with 
the band. is unimpressive on a cou- 
ple of tunes. Kahn. 


Fex. St. Louis 
St. Louis, Sept. 29. 
James Evans, 2 Madcaps, 4 Tat- 
tlers, Ross Stone, Saul Grauman & 
Co.. Dottye Bennett, Pee Davis, 
Russ David Orch; “Johnny Steol 


Pigcon” (U), 


There is diversified entertain- 
ment in the current layout and a 
near capacity mob was about even- 
lv divided in their choice between 
Lee Davis, a comic, and Saul Grau- 
man & Co., with their stairway to 
melody novelty act, for top honors. 
Davis, in the closing spot, whams 
over a political candidate's appeal 
for votes after scoring solidly in 
his interp of “Give My Regards to 
Broadway.” 

The Grauman outfit, three 
femme lookers and the maestro 
climaxed their stint by preducing 
music on a stairway, the treads of 
which are hooked to a zylophone 
instrument. The treads are painted 
to resemble a piano keyboard and 
the gals dance on them to produce 
“Overture of 1812” and “Bells of 
St. Mary.” Previously they had 
won a neat hand with solo and 
group tapping. Fresh and colorful 
costumes enhance the act. 

James Evans, a foot juggler 
opens the session. Two Madcaps, | 
a pair of young harmonica players 
inject comedy between a solo of 
“Tiger Rag” and “One O'Clock 
Jump” to cop okay returns. 


Four Tattlers, two males and 
two femmes, sock over “Feudin’. 
Fussin’ and “Fightin’” before 


launching into a neat burlesk of 
a radio soap opera program and 
close with a swell interp of 
“Huckelbuck.” Ross and Stone 
provide some more music with the 
former clicking with “Rosie,” “It 
Had To Be You,” “Si Si” and “As 
Time Goes By” with the deadpan 
gal pulling the guffaws by taking 
a nap on the apron while Ross is 
warbling. | 

Dottye Bennett, scores solidly 
with “I'm In the Mood For Love” 
and “Home Work” before teaming 
up with Russ David, orch leader, 
in an Indian novelty song. 

David wins salvos for his piano 
solo, “Sabre Dance” before baton- 
ing the tooters through a medley 

‘2 ‘ ' 


of Horace Heidt amateurs headed 
by Dick Contino, adds up to pretty 
fair_entertainment.._ There is_ no 
doubt that Contino is a solid per- 
former on the squeeze box, and 
under the aegis of Heidt, he is fast 
becoming a capable m.c. doing a 
neat job of tying the bill together 

Besides opening the bill with his 
w.k. “Lady of Spain’ Contino 
grabs a couple of spots to demon- 
strate his mastery of the instru- 
ment and wows with arrangements 
of “Czardas,” “Candadian Capers,” 
and ‘“‘Malaguena.” 

Balance of bill, while not up to 
the standard set by Contino, moves 
along fast with a stint of tapping 
by Verne Hackney, a local gal, 
some okay clowning and singing 
by the Mystery Four, who make 
weird musical sounds aided by a 
washtub, jug. spoons and a couple 
of guitars. Nadine Jansen foliows 
with a session of singing and piano 
playing 

Johnny Mungall, 
does niceciy wiili *” 
and “Trees and the energetic 
Ewing Sisters, two cute kids, 
vocalize “Candy Kisses” and “Sen- 
timental Gentleman from Georgia” 
for nice returns. The comedy 
chatter of Don MelIlvaine was not 
too solid but got yocks via his zany 
antics. Richard Melari in the next- 
to-closing spot gave out with car- 
bons of Como, Sinatra, Ink Spots 
and others for mixed reception. 
Acts are backed up by Dixieland 
band onstage. 

Biz good 


Irish tenor, 


bd 1? A - + ~- 
ieli Me a worry 
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National. L’ville 
Louisville, Sept. 30. 

Cyclonians, Bob & Maxine Gates, 
Melba Vick, Duke Art & Junior, 
Joe McKenna, The Novellos, Tiny 
Tomale’s Orch (9); “Chicken Every 
Sunday” (20th) and “Where 
There's Life” (Par), 

Current week is finale for vaude 
shows at this house until further 
notice. Final show will be Wednes- 
day (5), with house staff, ork and 
stage crew having been given their 
notices. House will go dark for a 
couple weeks. After reopening, 
just what the policy will be is at 


| present indef. although local press 


has carried stories that the 2,400 
seater will cater to colored patrons, | 
|with a policy of films, and occa- 
sional stage shows if and when) 
available. 

Manager Jimmy Robertson, who — 
has been in charge of the house | 
during it’s stage show career, has 
furnished the town with well rou- 
tined shows, and as a result of the 
high calibre fare, biz has been on 
the upbeat 

Six-act bill this week includes 
standard turns, and one repeat, 
Melba Vick. Cyclonians, bicycle 
acro turn, tee off. They pace 
through routine stuff usually done 
by similar acts. 

Bob & Maxine Gates, tapsters, 

have played this house before. 
Their fast routine gets off briskly, 
and they off to nice response. Fol- 
lowed by Melba Vick, gal with the 
hillbilly drawl and powerful pipes. 
Equipped with a change of reper- 
toire for this showing, songstress 
has the audience with her all the 
Way. 
_ Duke Art & Junior, clay model- | 
ing act, revive an old art once pop- | 
ular in vaude. It’s new and amus- 
ing to younger patrons. When 
Duke mixes clay with a sharp line | 
of chatter, result is pleasing. 
Caught nice hand. 

Comedy turn of the bill is Joe. 
McKenna, who has a background 
of tours with Vaughn Monroe and 
other band units. Guy has a mix- | 
ture of old and new material, and 
has little difficulty keeping the 
customers happy with his clowning. 
Goes over big. 

The Novellos, ladder balancing 
turn, have a difficult routine of 
stunts on the ladder, one of which 
had patrons gaping was the trapeze 
supporting feat 

Biz good at show caught Friday 
(30). Wied. 


FT. WORTH NITERY RAZED © 


Forth Worth, Tex., Oct. 4. | 
A predawn fire caused $320,000 
damage Thursday to the Starlite 
club, landmark nite spot here. 
The loss included the music li- | 
brary of Chet Bundy’s orchestra | 
and instruments valued at $3,000. | 
No one was in the club when the | 
fire broke ou 
i 
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riet Argenbright, 


Ronnie Hartman, 
Martha Thomson 


Lorraine Wald. 


man. Beverlu_Weston, Erno Crake 


William Goonan, Joseph Mazzolini, 
Franklin Neil, William Schwart>: 
“Task Force” (WB), reviewed in 
Variety, July 20, '49 


As a novelty to vary its band 
policy, the Strand has brought in a 
tab version of “High Button 
Shoes,” musical comedy click of 
the 1947-48 Broadway season. It's 
the first time the house has tried 
such a presentation, although the 
State and other New York vaud- 
filmers have done so in the past. 

For its next bill, the Strand wil! 
offer a shortie edition of “Make 
Mine Manhattan.” and will book 
other ex-legit musicals as thev 
“become available.’ That's un- 
likely to be often, as there are only 
a limited number of such produc- 
tions each season, and even fewer 
good enough for transfer 

Although it may have b.o. pull 
(ithe management is piugging tne 
a.m. price of 55¢ for a Broadway 
musical), this “High Button Shoes” 
is a sorry relic of the original pro- 
duction, perhaps not even good 
enough to satisfy vaudfilm audi- 
ences. Not only does the telescop- 
ing virtually eliminate the book, 
but it makes most of the musical 
numbers practically meaningless 
The physical production, reduced 
to merely a few backdrops and no 
settings. is inadequate. The pres- 
ent cast is painfully inferior to the 
original and because of the neces- 
sity of getting through the skimpy 
plot and the seven musical num- 
bers in the approximate 60 min- 
utes available, the performance is 
a travesty. Whatever else it may 
be, the show is no trailer for legit. 

Joey Faye. originally stooge for 
Phil Silvers and now starred in the 
latter's part of the larcenous pitch- 
man, gets oniv the more obvious 
laughs, while Dan Dayton is just 
adequate as the dopey straight 
man Considering their hurried 
performances, Evans Davis and 
Betty Bonney are passable as Papa 
and Mama _ Longstreet, Jordan 
Bentley and Peggy Engel are all 
right as the football star and the 
ingenue, respectively. 

The dancing. including the once- 
hilarious Keystone Kops ballet, 
comprises now little more than 
frenzied interludes between the 
over-amplified sougs. Hacept for 
the leading femmes, the costumes 
look frowzy. But, despite the 
small house orchestra (13. men), 
conductor Dave Schooler makes 
the musical accompaniment fairly 
presentable. Hobe. 





Orpheum. L. A. 
Los Angeles, Sept. 30 
Savoy & Regina, Mae Wiillians, 
Larry J. Blake, Curry, Byrd & Le 
Roy, Rufe Davis, Giselle & Fran- 
cois Szonyi, Ma & Pa O’Hagen, Tie 


Sportsmen (4). Rene Williams 
House Orch (11): “Barbary Pir- 
ate” (Col). 
. — —_ ——__ 

Fifth week of the new vaude 


policy at the Orpheum still finds 
the house offering a topnotch show. 
Talent is not easy to dig up on the 
west coast and to find eight acts of 
the calibre needed to make vaude 
thrive here requires considerable 
sieight-of-hand. Talent scramble is 
indicated in the holdover of the 
Sportsmen from last week. Few 
acts could have made it but they 
do with a completely new catalog 
of tunes that sell in the same 
strong fashion as their previous 
frame's offering. 

A class act comparatively new to 
the boards is the brother-sister 
team of Giselle & Francois Szony!. 
Turn holds down number six spot 
solidly with a display of outstand- 
ing terping. Incredible whirls. lifts 
and acrobatics in ballet style, all 
done with a feather-light execution 
and a meticulous, rhythmic timing, 
won them hearty applaus* at open- 
ing show. Ma and Pa O'Hagen, 
around for a long time, give the 
Orpheum patrons an idea of old- 
time vaude acts, rating equal palm- 
pounding from both old and new 
sections of the audience. Pas 
strident minstrelling of yesteryear 
tunes like “Ida,” “Kathleen” and 


“Me and My Gal” while Ma turns 


on modern gestures comes across 
nicely. 

Savoy & Regina are fresh young 

acros who grab off opening spot 

(Continued on page 48) 
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WEEK OF OCTOBER 5 





Numerals in connection with bills below 


whether full or split w 


VARIETY BILLS 


petioato opening day of show 








St es 
Martin & Florenz 
Betty Moore 


3 Arnauts 
Pat Rooney Jr 











Wallace Bros |R Adair Dancers 
Levan & Carr NORWICH 
Cc Fredericks Co Colonial (1) 8 only 
Neal Stanley | Jordan & Parvis 
Janet's Sarees | Gloria Gall 
ALI QUIPPA Sully & Thomas 
State (1) : only Chas Althoff 
Arthur LeFleur Sylvia Manon 3 
Dale Sis OGDENSBURG 
Extremes Strand (1) 7-8 
nny Shaw | Tyler & St Clair 
Fontaines | Lee Marmer 
AMETERDAM | LaMarr & Poppy 
Piaite (1) 6-8 Monte Wolfe 
Marie Louise & |3 Wells 
Charles | OMAHA 
y & Emily Orpheum (P) 7 
enry LaMarr | Carmen Cavallaro 
T&R Rio Bob Karl Co 
Lavernes Jaywalkers 
RA CE te A NSD 





Paramount 
Building 





BREAK YOUR JUMP! 


tue FOX THEATRE. St. Louis 


Thursday 
Twice nightly—Matse. Sat., 


F&M STAGESHOWS Inc. 
DOC HOWE 


eee, TOUring Gane Foster Roxyettes ee 


Open.inge 


Sun., Hols. 


New 
York 














Mickey Ressel 
Merreaux & 
Lilliame & 
Noberti 
Elverita & Ortero 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome 
L & B Gordon 
Piddingtons 
Margery Manners 
& H Nesbitt 
Harry Benty 
Terry-Thomas 
Harry Bailey 
| BRISTOL 
Empire (i) 3 
Jimmy Bryant 
Tommy St Dennis 
Beryl 
| Miss France 
Brownie Boys 
Eric Coverdale 
Tommy Lewis 
Dai Murray 
Audrey Kay 
Desmond Har 
Margery White 
Casino Damselles 
Hippodrome ‘S) 3 
Nita Croft 
Bert Brownbill 
Fred Stone 
Nancy Burne 
Charles Mavhew 
Harold Childs 
Stella Kemball 
CARDIFF 
New (S) 3 
|S Smith Bros 





(mM) 3 





Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Posemount: (Kk —~ +f (S) Stall; (W) Warner; 
(WR) Walter 
YORK CITY LOCKPORT Albert Marland Ethel M 
MEM pte! (L 6 Palace (i) 7-8 Opera House (1) 3 Dolly ri 
Gene ally i. ffys Charlie Chester Co Londonaires 
Jackie Leonard Jack Soo Andreas Drage Vivianne & 
Kitty Kallen Geo Nichols Co Casavecchia | _ Irene 
Tommy Won der Dapay Crystal Henry Lytton | Joe Mitchell 
Music Hall o 6 |2 Valors | France Clery Cherokees 
Pettina Rosay |; tos ANGELES Shiela Matthews 3 Salvadors 
Robert Devoy Orpheum (1) & (| Halama & Konarski LINCOLN 
nyrew Gainey Hector & Pals Tiller Girls Royal (1) 3 
Mel smith Bros | Carata & Paquita Midsummer Lovlies Smeddle Bros 
| Galan Hood. 3 a 3 | Corps de Ballet = J Rahew & Janes... 
kett j iacnweii iG & & Sernara Kenny N 
| nmope? de Ballet | Miriam LaVelle Tower Circus (i) 3 Millicnaires 
$ym Orc ; Rudenka Bros Charlie Cairoli Brato & Sis 
Palace (R) 6 Vie Hyde |} Paul Co Valencias 
G Gaarch & M Hale Arthur Blake Ernie’s Animals Montmarte Ballet 
Barr Ming Ling | Victor Julian Pets LIVERPOOL 
Al a. MIAMI Grecos Empire (M) 3 
Dargo & P Gee « Olympia ‘P) § Dorchester Riders 2 Rosinas 
aul nson Calypso Joe La Paloma Ryan & Mec*onald 
vent & | Johnny Downs | Colbergs Wheeler & Wilson 
Frederick | Miller & Jean Los Revernos Dr Crock & Crack- 
Lee Marks | Georgia Gibbs | Infra-Sahara Trp ots 
1 to come Jay Marshall | BOSCOMBE Tilibas Bros 
Paramount (P) $ MILFORD Hippodrome (1) 3) Jimmy Wheeler 
Martin & J Lewis Milford ‘i) 7-8 Gerry Leader Madeleime & 
Dick tee Bnd Marco Family Piet VanBrechts Anette 
Bros | Dale Sis | Falcons LONDON 
| A Grey Wally Ward | Frogmen Palladium (Mm) 3 
Roxy ‘)) 7 Irving & Mann Acqua-Revuette Gracie Fields 
Sullivan 3 Extremes | Tarzan Jr | Delta Rhythm Boys 
Harvest Moon NEWARK WN. Y. Hazell Reg Dixon 
Winners | Capitol (1) 8 only = Air Aces Peter Sellers 
Sonny Howard | Andrews Twins Charih Indra | Berty Borrest 2 
M & M Viera Chuck Brown Conky Javen Johnny Lockwood 
Carol Lynne | Tucker & Gloria Aqualovlies Stevil Sis 
Arnold Shoda Reis Bros Doug Wainwright Annel & Brask 
Strand (W) 7 Rice Sis BRADFORD Jose Moreno Co 
High Button Shoes NEW BRITAIN (| Alhambra (M) 3 
ALBANY Palace (!) 5-6 Issy Bonn MANCHESTER 
Colonial (i) 6-8 Musical Johnsons Wacky Boyd Hippodrome (S$) 3 
ir Roy Douglas | Darly Co Bartlett & Ross 


Loren Lorenz 
ao Bridson 

oray 4 wave 
ey “Morgan 
Danny Carroll 
Barry James 
Geoffrey de Vere 
Lloyd Chappelle 


| International 


Singers 
Cliff Sherlock 
Douglas Harris 
Palace (M) 3 
Norman Evans 
Senor Carlos 
V & J Crastonian 


R Silver & M Day 

Bil & Bil 

Norry Al & Col 
Kemble 

|3 Shades 
NEWCASTLE 


| Skating 


Empire (Mm) 3 
Arthur Lucan 
Kitty McShane 
Willer Neal 
Dexters 
Merry Martins 
LeRoys 
Keith & Cortez 

NORWICH 
Hippodrome ii) 3 
Norman Savage 
Yvonne Browne 


| Haddon Hall 


Jack Dwyer 
Steps Lee 


| Johnnie Critchley 
| Stanley West 





een tometer Soares, Weed David Nairn 
RN | Ross Wyse Jr Co olly Harmer NOTTINGHAM 
PR ny 6-8 ONEONTA Warren Latona & Empire (“) 3 
r Dewey | Oneonta (1) 7-8 Sparks MacDonald & 
Wallace Puppets | n & Marilyn Joe Black | Graham 
Don Henry 3 | Musical Johnsons Joe Lawman | Arthur Askey 
George Dunn | Allan Carrier Malcia Keefe Bros & 
Sanger Ross & Bobby Carr Co Balcombes Annette 
Andre Arthur LeFleu zio eMATHAM Monsewer Eddie 
BALTIMORE PHILADELPHIA Empire ($) 3 | Moran & Elof 
w= m7 \T F Vallett c Forsythe | Sirdani 
| 
; ~y ea -y Mes L Gens George Doonan | Victor ‘Seaforth. 
Moke & Poke |Hoetor & aes pict oodine | PORTSMOUTH 
Jackie Petty =< = |S & R Jenks Boye? GH) 8 
PLAINFIELD G | Bobby Davis 
BINGHAMTON Oxford (wr) | Gaby & Gaye Atlas & Pippi 
inghamton (1) 6 | +. enly | Dave Park | Bob Andrews 
Tready Stewart | Janét’s Dog i Pony efeue a 3 Mushie 
ras 
Jake Powell ae ett “Deep River Boys | fl Carthy | 
Gilette & Richards jy) Po c | Scott Sanders Palletier Co 
Capt Proske’s Ben Yost White | Jean Jack & Judy roy 
igers bt * ” Joe Ortnes Joan Rhodes 
CHICAGO | Allyn Reno Downey. & I Dave | Reco & May 
—, F (P) 7 t - — e 3 | Jack Crisp ill Fn gy +a 
Joan Merril |" PROVIDENCE "DERBY s |A Watsan Tpe 
, ® 
Oriental ()) 6 | Debonairs | Syd lg | a Saeee & Swing 
ise San Juan | Virginia Lee k- --4 Trp A J Powell 
siiamme | BR deta’ «| Ade a 
Carl Sand Ore Vie Damone | Pes Goer J Allan & R 
Regal (P) 7 ST Louis phy * Shearer 
Anna Lucasta I. _ Fox (FM) 6 |Mad Hatters Bd H Mack & Dancing 
CORTLANDT 3 Cycling Kirks Janine Karen 3 Demons 
3 . » 6-7 | Re | Seymour Lovlies + ae pe } . 
ordan arvis J 2 EDINBURGH Mandalay Singers 
Gloria call ¢ G eer | Empire (Mm) 3 SHEPHERDS BUSH 
Sully & Thomas est a age | Jimmy Edwards Empire (S) 3 
Chas Althoff Russ Davi | Freddie Frinton Frank Marlowe 
Sylvia Manon 3 Joseph Schirmer | Joyee Golding Rosemary Andree 
GENEVA — Pry @ | Toros & Reach Radcliffe & Ray 
Geneva (i) 5-6 | Piat & Naudy | 3. Manley Bros 
Fred Lane } Empire (1) 6-8 'St Clair & Day Harry Shields 
Cleffs | Bud & Cee Cee | Finlay Bros | Les Valettos 
) &, Yost Coleens Robinson FINSBURY PARK | Grafton Sis & 
Walker Keye Luke | Empire (M) 3 Jacques 
py BA & Nina me > Rogers — pilly Cotton Bd _Lupe & aanPTon 
GLENS FALLS (J & S Taylor Togste, O'uhee | “Witppodrome (1) 3 
Rialto (1) 7-8 | SARANAC LAKE | ’ Peter Cavangh 
Fred Lane | Pontiac (1) 6 only Freddie Sales & 
Cleffs Tyler & St Clair | Cooper Twins — 
entons 
Me :  - | aie iE besee ! Martet Asoow | ne Ee 
Jan o & Nina | f i Sinvers 
GLOVERSVILLE. 3 Wells aeemeire (M3 | Delmonice een 
ae ee YRACUSE ss | 3 
trice & Russell ) hog ‘L) 7 _ MacKenzie Reid & . ere - sler- 
“ Ee Cossen | Robert He & White ai oat am 5 Rascals 
alle oO ero Bros G e cy 
& Radcliffe Helene & Howard bw pores Cc thas Adey & Dawn 
Weldes & Bear | Henny , 2 # —— 'Freda Wyn 
LEXINGTON _s Billy Eckstine Bobbie Kimber Raoul 
rene” All () 6-8 | WASHINGTON _Lacerne Skaters Terry Saveen 
PY Tonee & Mitzi - Capitol (L) 6 GRIMSBY | YORK . 
Bob & Wiese Betty Jane Watson | etece 3 atl taeanel 
yhitey Roberts f+ al — c io ‘iv ike ——, 
Maude on Co iy Howar 
“Utrue FALLS yg Be Bob Curry 


Low Hite & Stanley 
ADA 


Rialto (1) | 


rews Twins” | East Hampton 
luck Brown i Granada (1) 3 
cker & Gloria Al Poseda 
Bros Accordeon Bd 
Don Scales 
BRITAIN 
ASTON | Marienne Lincoln 
Hippodrome (1) 3 Jack Francois 
Renee Becte | BLACKPOOL 
gibert Whelan _ Ozone wo 3 
y Russe 
BIRM HAM | Norman Wisdom 
Niipredrome () 3 | E Arniey 
Jackley G Day 
Snaae & Anita | Pygram & Brandon 
Zena 


Joe Poynton 
Jill Manners 


LEICESTER 
Palace 
Tommy Fields 


Harry Lomen 
Connie West 
Rona Lee-Browne 
Ben George 
Palace Chorus 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YOKE CITY 


Ire otwrutame 
ne 

Claude Alphand 
'H Chittison 3 





Duke 
Red Norv 


Savannah. “Churchill 


Velma Middleton Kirby Stone 5 
Shea ring Ore | Art Waner O 
Le R 
Cate Society Helen y+ ae 
Jack Prince Oscar Calvet 
Tan Sullivan os Towne Ore 
aylor 4 Leon & Eddie’s 
lift cqacksen Archie Robbins 
ina Doli Juanita Mabry 
Noro Morales Farrells 
Jose Corbello Richard Hayes 
tharine Chang Marion Powers 
Toy & Wing Bella Smaro 
Myra Kim Art Waner Ore 
Canton Bros . Macombe 
Joe ‘Le. focey__Roreee 
| Kay Starr yep Manace 
(Cabot & Dresden | Johnny Ryan 
| pone Spovens > ie dley 
| James rrie . 
Patricia Adair — kaliwe 


| Alvares Orc 


| Billy Bishop 


+ sue Tig «3 


| Payson Re Orc 


| Kitty Kallen Orc 
| Milt Shaw Ore 


| 





M Durso Ore | Sandy Locke 


No 1 Fifth Ave 
Simone Dolphen 
Wilton Clary 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Jack Gansert 


7 * . Downey & Fonville 
W. C. Handy | Hazel Webster 
Billy Banks Old Knick 


Choral Quartet Gene Barry 


Paul Killiam 
Evelyn Ward 
j Donald Saddler 
Jack Cassidy 
Lenore Lonergan 
| Herbert Kingsley 
Jack Galvin 
Al Cooper Ore 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Bob Fitzgerald 
| Carmen Montoya 
Mickey Freemapb 
Joanne Florio 
Joe LaPorte Cre 
| D’Aquila Ore 


Bailes’ ‘Line 
Gleb Yellin Ore 
El Chico 

Rosita Rios 

Ballesteros & 
Torres 

Yayito 3 

D’Alonso Ore 
Havana-Madrid | 

Miguelito Valdes 

De Castro Sis 

Duanos 

Havana-Madrids 

Pancho Ore 

Hotel Ambassador 

Jules Lande Ore 

Xavier Cugat Ore 


Hotel Biltmore ~ a” 
Harold Nagel Ore | Billy Daniels 
Hotel Edison Lynne Wakefield 
Lee Crane Orc . Penthouse 
Hotel New Yorker Bill Tabbert 
“Salute to Cole Gigi Durston 
Porter Kurt Maier 
_ oan Koesun Riviere 
Jonn riza i 
Don McGrane Ore )- nl ee - 
Hotel Pierre ee 
Eddie Garr ; Joan Holloway 
Stanley Melba Orc 


Ralph Lane Orc = Clay 
Ralph Teferteller ine 


Hotel Plaza on pea Ore on 
ve 


Victor Borge ™ 

. Ruban. ‘Bleu 
poe Grant Ore Bibi Osterwald 
Mark Monte Ore Paula Drake 


Michael Brown 


Nicolas Mattbey King Odom 4 


Hotel Roosevelt | 
Guy Lombardo | — 3 
Hotel St Regis (| **°* 


Savannah 
Annabelle Hill 
Arleigh Peterson 
Jimmy Lewis 


Laszlo & Pepito 


Hotel Shelbourne 

Thelma Carpenter Manhattan Paul 

Mervyn Nelson rhe Blenders 

Stan Fisher | Shotsie Davis 

Three Bars | Andre & Dortheo 
Hotel Statier | Tini Benson 

Jimmy Dorsey Ore | Lucille Dixon Ore 

| Hotel Taft ,;. __ Versailies 

Vincent Lopez Ore | Edith Piaf 


ory & Lola 


| Ann Radoc 


| 


| 


Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 


Hotel Warwick 
Irving Fields 
Fred Fassler 


Nina | Bob Scott 

H Arminsky ; Mary Ellen 4 
iceland | Abbey Albert Ore 

Tony Lavell | Village Vanguerad 

Danny White Marian Bruce 

pene Carol | J C Heard 3 


Waldorf-Astorie 
Janet Blair 
| Blackburn Twins 


ied Harvey Ore 
Latin Quarter 


Frank Libuse | Eddy Duchin Ore 
Alex D’Arcy | Mischa Borr Ore 
CHICAGO 
Blackhawk \ Hotel Stevens 
| Perry Mitchell “Spice on Ice” 
Chordmen | Jean Arlen 


Maxwells (2) 
| Rob Murray 
Buddy Lewis 


Dick France 


Buddy Moreno Ore 


Cher Praree | Vivian Adams 
x Skating Blvdears 
Danny Thomas aves 


Fran Warren Jack 
Ginger Kinney | Jerry Mapes 

Adorables (10) | Frank Masters Ore 
Cee Davidson Ore | Paimer House 


Hank Ladd 
— 7» Ore | Imogene Coca 


Julie Wilson 
ee S . | Francella Malloy 
Aaron Morio 3 | Abbott Ders (10) 

Eddie O’Neal Ore 


Al —— ag Bherman Hotei 
| Nancy right Salute to Rodgers 


& Hammerstein” 
Honey Dreamers 
Ralph Sterli 


Adrianne Loraine 
Lenny Colyer 
Billy Chandler Ore 


| Kenneth Mackenzie 
Hotel Sismerck Dusty Worrall 
| Sara Ann McCabe farry Hall 
doe Isbell | Bill Snyder Ore 
Bill Bennett Orc Vine Gardens 
H Edgewater Geach Dolly Kay 
Cardini Jerry Coe 
Soekting 8 Dick Glinn 
John O’Brien fone to fill) 


Mel Cole Ore 
Pancho Ore 


Henry Brandon Orc 
Dorothy Hild Ders 











Hildegarde 


Continued from page 43 





orate on it for the Hildegarde en- 
gagement. Idea is to offset down- 


‘town Warwick, Bellevue-Stratford 


spots. Incidentally, the Bellevue- 


Stratford's board chairman, Philly 
, realtor Albert M. Greenfield, sug- 


gested to the hotel's managing di- 
rector, Bennett Tousley, to book 
Hildegarde but latter felt the in- 


vestment too steep. The Warwick's | 


ballroom had been pre-booked, so 
that spot was out, hence the Penn 
Sheraton deal at 6G, plus rooms, 
etc. 


Hildegarde closes here Oct. 8 


and opens the next Tuesday (11) in 


Buffalo at the Statler for two 


| weeks; then Philly for two weeks, 


‘opening Oct. 31; 


|Miss Sosenko 


and the Palmer 
House, Chicago, Nov. 17 until past 
the New Year. Having four days 
open between Buff and Philly, 
booked Hildegarde 
into the Providence’ Biltmore, 
working out a Philly-Providence 
interchange of ballyhoo. 


While Miss Sosenko is person- 


ally setting these deals the William 
_Morris agency is now booking in- 
| stead of MCA. Jack Nye’s band is 


Bop |the new backup to 
Ellington Ore with Salvatore Gioe, per usual, at keep customer attention thro 


Hildegarde, 


the ivories. 


New 


SIMONE DOLFHEN 
Comedy 
15 Mins. 
One Fifth Ave., N. Y. 


Simone Dolphen, a Gallic import 
playing her second U. S. nitery, 
engagement, impresses as having | 
potentialities ior all media provid- 
ing she picks her spots. At this 
stage, she’s ultra for chic in- 
timeries, but her possibilities ex- 
tend beyond this medium. 





, rangements. 
|specialty then go into the newer 


Miss Dolphen is a madcap type 
‘of performer who'll do anything 
within reason for a laugh. A petite 
looker, she makes her opening 
gambit with satires of coloratura 
arias’ from .oneras prefacing them | 
with charming explanations having 
a robust sense of humor. For an 
import, she’s got a fine sense of 
ad lib en Anglais making the most 
of situations not in the script, and 
utilizing room's physical disadvan- 
tages to her benefit. For example, 
ithe One Fifth avenue has no room 
| for dancing, so she takes her toe- 
| terping sequences on_ top of the 
| pair of Steinways. Being petite 
| she can get in under the low ceil- 
ing. The small space surrounding | 
her, while on the floor, is also 
utilized for some dance steps. Her 
magnum opus is a rendition of 
“Kiss Me Sweet” wherein she di- 
rects her singing to one ringsider 
|while in a prone position on the 
| piano. Miss Dolphen also demon- 
| strates her ability at straight sing- 
ing with a charming “Le Fiacre.” 
Whether this routining would go 
aver 
at this point. There are intimate 
facets of her deportment that need 
a smal! room to show her off best, 
and at this time she'll do best in 
boites east of Park avenue. Miss 
Dolphen, however, impresses as 
being clever enough to expand her 
scope to those that frequent other 
type spots and will probably ac- 
quire routines to meet the reeds 
of expansion. Jose. 





WILTON CLARY 
Songs 

,10 Mins. 

One Fifth Ave., N. Y. 


Wilton Clary, who has worked 
in legit and radio, is making his 
'cafe bid with a One Fifth Avenue 
stand. He impresses as a person- 
_able chap plus a well- rounded and 
/highly developed set of pipes and 
|a delivery know-how that should 
,make him eligible for all media. 
' Other attributes include good, 
| phrasing and diction. 


; He's still to acquire the neces- 
|sary poise for cafe work. Mien 
is too formal at times. However, 
this can be corrected with further 
appearance. While his vocals are 
excellently delivered, tune selec- 
tion isn’t of the best. For a 
| stranger to cafes he does too many 
' unfamiliar items. Some tunes that 
| do not require such heavy concen- 


| tration on lyrics would noon L 
is 


closer bond with the audience 
| big payoff comes with “Where Is 
| the Life That Late I Lead” from 
| “Kiss Me, Kate” which paid extra 
| eonleuss dividends because of the 
'Cole Porter lyrics. But cafe 
| crowds aay like to take it 





_ easier. Jose. 
|'WAYNE & SHAYNE 
Songs 
35 Mins. 
Ruby Foo’s, Montreal 
Currently playing in the _ re- 


furbished Starlit Room of this top 
eatery, Bobby Wayne and Gloria 
Shayne are sparking trade with 
their intime songs and okay ar- 
Duo intro with a 


ballads with Wayne handling the 


‘vocals in a strong baritone and 


Shayne at the piano. Working a 
room that goes for the double en- 
tendre, this team can serve up the 
indigo touches along with the 
standards. Other than “So in 
Love” and “Enchanted Evening,” 
they have chosen some of the more 
obscure tunes such as “Economics” 
from “Love Life,” “Neurotic You 
and Psychopathic Me”.from “Lend 
an Ear,” and “Old Fashioned 


'Walk” from “Miss Liberty.” 


With Gloria reprising some sovk 
piano solos, this team are a natural | 
for small boite and hotel room. 

Newt. 





JUNE WALKER 
Dance 

8 Mins. 

Carrousel, Montreal 


With her solid ballet-tap work, 
June Walker shows good possi- 
bilities for a single in a musicom- 
edy or fronting a big production 
number. Gal is currently doing a 
set of two terp offerings, best of 
which is her rhumba tap. Both 
numbers could stand more varia-| 
tion and routining, but a good 
figure and an attractive personality 


ugh- 
' out. Newt. | 


in a hig nlace_is questionable | 


the tele and hotel circuit. 


Acts 


SICCARDI & BRENDA 
Dahce 


9 Mins. 
Clover Club, Miami 
New to U. S. is this exciting duo 
from Cuba. They make for a wel- 
come addition to the terp teams 
currently playing the better cafes. 
handsome blonde pair, their 
routines are based on considerable 
ballet talent, with the toe-work and 


whirlwind spins of the eye-filling 


femme-half outstanding. Obvious 
training in the classical school is 
utilized for a refreshing departure 
from the usual, eliminating the 
careful approach to lifts and spins 
for a breathtaking pace in their 
‘Olitstanding rouviné whicn Keeps 
ringsiders palming almost continu- 
ously. 

Add a samba and a sensuous na- 
tive interp for additional impact. 
Only fault at present and being 
rectified, is the costuming. Other- 
wise, a good bet for the class cafes 
and hotel rooms. Lary. 


ROLLO & CRESSY 
East Indian Dancers 
12 Mins. 
Bucharest, Montreal 

Lillian Rollo and Richard Cressy 
‘combine their talents for a better- 
than-average try at Satirizing the 


East Indian dancers. With much 
know-how and plenty of ballet 
training and technique this at- 
tractively costumed team do a 
group of three dances interpolat- 


ing some sly comedy into all num- 


bers. For an encore, duo do an 
expiauetury routine to “You and 
the Night and the Music” which 


explains to the uninitiated the 
various sings and motions of East- 


ern terpster. Good change of 
pace in their choice of music 
breaks usual repetition found 


with this sort of offerings. 
Brilliant costuming and simpli- 
fied dances make this a natural for 


Newt. 





ERROL GARNER TRIO 


| 14 Mins.; One 


Apollo, N. Y. 

With a mild rep on Regent rec- 
ords, the Errol Garner Trio im- 
presses as one of the better in- 
strumental trios. Kingpin of the 
threesome is Garner who caresses 
the ivories in a clipped, staccato 
style. Bass and drums are merely 
rhythmic accompaniment for the 
pianist’s novel arrangements. 
Stint is devoid of vocals. 

Tackling four numbers at this 
Harlem vaudery, Garner shines in 
“Way You Look Tonight,” his 
initialer. “Penthouse Serenade” 
is somewhat of a letdown since his 
| technique tends to make the mel- 
ody too involved. Occasionally 


there's a resemblance to Frankie 
Carle, but Garner’s strong treble 
along with his unusual frills and 
chords gives him a stance = 
lb. 


own. 





Al Jolson 


Continued from page 2 
many a shirt made by the boy in- 
mates of this parochial-correction 
school with chewing tobacco when 
he was on the verge of being 
caught. The laundrymen would 
chew tobacco and the tough kids 
thought that was the thing to do 
also, but when the fathers came 
along, and Jolson thought he'd be 
caught in the act, he would deposit 
the chewed tobacco in the flap- 
pockets of these shirts, and thus 
escape detection. 

The Baltimore press made much 
of the runaway son of a rabbi be- 
ing succored in a Catholic school, 
and this tied into an interfaith 
series of stories, focused around 
the “Jolson” picture, of course. In 
actuality, because Jolson (Yoelson) 
wouldn't reveal his true identity, 
the Baltimore cops placed him in 
this correction school until his 
parents finally found him several 
months later. Jolson took over 
200 of the kids to Izzy Rappoport’s 
Hippodrome where the picture is 
currently in Baltimore. 

Mr. and Mrs. Disk Jockeys 
Philadelphia, Oct. 4. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Jolson did a 
nocturnal (not breakfast) team act 
plaving the loca! disk jockey cir- 
cuit. 

It was the first mike appearance 
of Mrs. (Erle) Jolson. Since she 
didn't do that marathon § one- 
nightering that her husband es- 
saved in New York's Loew theatres, 
he wanted to show her a sample of 
ballyhoo barnstorming. This em- 
braced Philadelphia, Baltimore and 
Be. 

In Baltimore he tied in with a 
polio drive since “Jolson” has been 
currently there since Sept. 19, 
whereas it just opened at the 
Aldine here and in Washington. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Wedgwoed Reon, N.Y +. 
{WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL) 
Janet Blair & Blackburn Twins, 
Eddy Duchin Orch (12), Mischa 
Borr’s Orch (6); $2 couvert after 
10:30 p.m. 


The decorum of the staid Wedg- 
wood room is given a slight jarring 
entirely to the liking of the car- 
riage trade with the engagement 
of Janet Blair and the Blackburn 
Twins. It's unusual to see an act 
punching away in the best vaude- 
ville traditions in this formal hos- 
pice, but it’s a welcome change 
of pace that warms the room and 


leaves the clientele with a nice 
glow. 

This is the combination’s first 
New York hoiel date Miss Blair, 
a former band vocalist who then 
became a picture star, and the 


Blackburn Twins, who have exhib- 
ited in niteries and films, have ef- 
fected a merger of talents in the 
tradition started by Kay Thompson 
and the Williams Bros. It's a 
sprightly union of song, dance, 


showmanship and entertainment 
savvy that could fit virtually any 
medium The setup especially 
points up how a Hollywood name 
like Miss Blair can step out of a 


picture studio and do well for her 
self before live audiences with the 
right attention to material. 
There's nothing wusua! in this 
turn. The conception of the rou- 
tines has satirical overtones which 
} -4 » thea 


save Site chi-chi 


set as well as the pop-price trade 


The boys start the proceedings 
with a mirror routine suited to 
their twin identities. Miss Blair 


similarly sets herself off well with 
a rendition of a warmup tune and 
“Comme Ci, Comme Ca,” which 
calls for a broad ribbing of 
Charles Boyer From then on, tt 
matiers little what they do, since 


all their offerings have a_ uni- 
formally high reception. Included 
are personations of the oldtime 
vauders that played the  Pal- 
ace, “Baby, It's Cold Outside,” 
“Ballin’ the Jack” and a _ blues 
number. They've developed an ex- 


pertness of procedure that assures 
them a salvo from every type ol 
audience. 

Eddy Duchin’s band provides the 
The 


proper contrast in mood 
maestro a fave with this room's 
patronage, offers a svelte brand 


of dansapation geared for audio 
consumption or pedal exercises. 
His instrumentation, calling for a 
quartet of saxes, an equal number 
of brass and the standard rhythm 
section, with Duchin pacing -the 
outfit from the piano, is exactly 
in the groove for the Wedgwood 
Room. There’s generally more 
color in Duchin's music than there 
is in the general run of society 
bands. The maestro plays an ear- 
arresting 88 which provides a ful- 
crum for the crew's endeavors. 
Mische Borr, as always, is clicko 
on the Latin terping. Jose. | 


Terrace Roem, Pitt. 
(WILLIAM PENN HOTEL) 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 1. 
_ Hildegarde, Salvatore Gioe, Jack 
Nye Orch; $1.50-$2 cover. 


Pittsburgh's getting its first look 
at Hildegarde in the tastefully re- 
decorated Terrace Room of the 
William Penn hotel and she’s a 





brand new experience for this 
burg. Nobody else has ever been 
able to stop the service dead 


around these parts. For an hour 
and a half twice a night, and the 
oldest graybeard can't remember 
when mayors, industrial leaders, 
big business men, bankers and ty- 
coons of all sizes and descriptions 
have been coaxed up in the mid- 
die of the floor to take a rose and 
a few kind words back to their 
tables with them. 

Hildegarde’s opening was a cross 

tween a gathering of the Blue 

ook and the Bank Book, a civic 
celebration and Fourth of July. 
she dressiest crowd in years pack- 
ed every available chair and her 
getaway show was held up an hour 
and 20 minutes so everybody could 
be fed first. Menus were in the 
Hildegarde motif, they carried her 
picture and devoted a page to her 
praises; then the lights went down 
and on floated the chantoosey. 

It took her a few numbers to 
melt them out but about 15 min- 
utes later, she had them eating out | 
of her hand. And then from the) 
piano to the floor she went, back 
and forth, spilling her herbs and 
astringents and giving everybody 
a demonstration of class showman- 

hip that was unlike anything 
Pittsburgh has been accustomed to 
ma cafe. She was already in by 
the time she gut them coming up 
for a bow, and eyes were arched 

disbelief when biggest shots 
@round who would ordinarily pass 
a dividend rather than get up on 
ow flocr in the middle of show 

dn't even have to be coaxed. 

Hildegarde’s an experience al! 

right. For some, once may be 


'lowers; many have. 


enough. Others become camp fol- 
There's 
doubt about her 
tips. The timing’s perfect, right 
down to the last rehearsed ad lib, 
and she always knows just how 
far to go and when to pull back. 


Her repertoire’s standard by 
now, but since it was new to Pitts- 
burgh;, everything carried a punch. 
Her biggest hand, by 
came from her keyboard work 
when she did “Three Blind Mice” 
after the manner of several old 
masters. An an indication of how 
she had them guwig for Her, the 
corniest gags, some of which have 
died a thousand deaths with as 
many comics, got laughs as if 
they'd been the choicest gems out 
of the mouth of Jack Benny or 
Bob Hope. 

A lot of people were apparent- 
ly sitting there in complete be- 
fuddiement, wondering just. what 
it is she has that sent her so far. 
Maiority, however, were content 
with what they got, which was 
plenty. Hildy stayed on for an 
hour and a half, and there were 
no complaints. In production and 
accompaniment, she has the best 
Those spots are educated to give 
her all the best of it, and Salva- 
tore Gioe at the piano never lets 
her down 

Jack Nve’s orch, travelling with 
Hildegarde in her package show 
for the Statler Hotels, gives her 
sane swe Strings and ¢#ar-eas\ 
reeds, all the time protecting the 
illusion, and likewise plays expert 
dance music, with Nye himself get- 
ting off some dazzling work at the 
keyboard but handlifig only the 
haton when Hildy’s on She’s 
here for two weeks and reserva- 
tions for the entire engagement 
are hard to get as tickets to 
“South Pacific.” Cohen. 


er 
oe | 


as 


Mocambe. Hollywood 
Hollywood, Sept. 27. 
Della and Andy Russell, Roger 
Spiker Orch (6), with Ray Sinatra 
conducting; $3-4 minimum. 





Andy and Della Russell should 
manage to chalk up another suc- 
cessful appearance here with their 
pleasant warbling of pop and spe- 
cialty tunes. Showfolk who pa- 
tronize Charley Morrison's Sunset 
Strip nitery like the pleasant, 
heart-warming way the two young- 
sters work together and the fresh, 
newly-married romantic feeling 
they have towards each other in 
their solid trouping. 

Russell, with his velvety croon- 
ing and large store of energy, car- 
ries the duo; but his wife supplies 
plenty of charge to the act with 
her blond beauty. Best of their 
numbers opening night was an 
amusing specialty, “Chicken Foot, 
Sparegrass, Hominy and Butter,” 
by Louise Long and Ear! Brent. 


| During their more than three-quar- 
ters of an hour at the mike, 


ever, the Russells were interrupt- 
ed time and again with bursts of 
applause for their 
You Go,” “Where Are You?” “Fine 
and Dandy,” a vaudeville-type med- 
ley routine of “Say It-With Music.” 
“Ain't She Sweet?” “Shine On 
Harvest Moon,” “My Time Is Your 
Time” and “For Me and My Gal”; 
a Spanish medley of “Besame 
Mucho.” “Amor” and “Magic in 
ong Moonlight,” and “Thou Swell,” 
Nv 
They also garnered plenty of palm- 


pounding for “Maybe It’s Because,” | 
by Harry Ruby and Johnny Scott. | 


Russell also unveiled a talent for 
pleasant burlesquing of other per- 
formers, such as Jimmy Stewart. 


Clark Gable, Vaughn Monroe and | 


Tony Martin. 

Carleton ——.. Hollywood agent 
and husband of Sylvia Sidney, took 
a share of opening night honors 
with a 15-minute introduction of 
the Russells. He revealed a ter- 
rifie talent as an emcee—giving 
out a flow of fast and sophisti- 
cated patter with flawless timing. 
His material was urbane, e!egant 
and charmingly earthy, making 
him a very tough man for the 
singers to follow. 

Dag. 





Shelburne Lounge. N. Y. 
(SHELBURNE HOTEL) 
Thelma Carpenter, Mervun Ne}. 
son, Stan Fisher, 3 Bars, Carmel. 

ita; $2.50-$3 minimum. 





The Shelburne hotel, formerly 
known as the Sheraton. has long 
operated this room as a quiet 
drinkerie with subdued musical 
entertainment and a unique lure— 
well-stacked and soft-spoken wait- 


resses with transparent skirts to 
provide a _ surreptitious bit of 
cheesecake. 


It’s now operating as a fullscale 


‘intimerie, using comparatively ex- 


nsive talent and with Carlo, ex- 
uban-Bleu maitre d’, iv charge. 


showmanship. | 
That's right down to the finger | 


the way, | 


ow- | 


“Everywhere | 


Dick Rogers and Moss Hart. | 


Opening night indicates that the 
policy i an excelient chance for 


success. 
| The lineup with Thelma Carpen- | 


ter, Mervyn Nelson, Stan Fisher 


o and the Three Bars supplying back- 


grounding plus a spot of their own, 
make for a pleasing show. Question 
remains whether spot will 
enough high calibre talent to lure 
eafegoers from other neighbor- 
hoods. 

| The opening show should pull on 
its own, inasmuch as two of the 


| 


} 


get | 


‘smooth balancing, without grim-| 


‘turns are experienced hands in the | 


small-seaters, while Fisher has done 
well in larger establishments lo- 
cally. 

Miss Carpenter hit the fancy of 
the crowd immediately with her 
soft and often dramatic delivery. 
Shé nas the avility to impart color 
and shadings as well as a pashy in- 
terpretation to her tunes. It’s a 
arlay that pays off in this spot. 
ier smart song selection wins her 
a pair of encores. 


The comedy by Mervyn Nelson 
is also clicko. Material consists 
largely of offerings that have 


passed muster during previous 
stints in the small rooms gets him 
off to neat salvos. The “health 
pageant” sequence and a bit on 
psychiatrists do well for him here. 

Stan Fisher shows a deal of vir- 
tuosity in his harmonica renditions. 
His excursions into the classics 
such as “Roumanian Rhapsody” and 
“Rhapsody in Blue” and lighter 
numbers like “Fire Dance” and 
“Slaughter on Tenth Avenue” pick 
up the essential mood and accentu- 
ated by superb handling of the in- 
strument. 

Three Bars had to slice «cto on 
preem show due to time limitations 
This guitar, piano and bass combo 
make a lot of music and show for 
a small outfit. Carmelita handles 
the piano lulls. Jose. 


Rendez-Vous Reom. N.Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Hotel Plaza’s Pendez-Vous Room, 
reopened for the winter season in 
its more formal decor, is the near- 
est approach to the grandeur of 
the St. Regis’ old Maisonette Russe 
when the czaristic idiom was still 
synonymous with old world regal 
splendor. It was replete with the 
vodka, vintage and Volga viands 
atmosphere, a la carte and a la 
decor. Then it became the Ha- 
waiian Maisonette—a rather radi- 
eal segue from the _ boy-meets- 
shashlik to the girl-meets-poi cui- 


* sine—and now it’s just the Maison- 


ette. 

The Hilton chain, however, fig- 
ured there was room again for 
that hot-tsar atmosphere, and the 
Rendez-Vous Room of the Plaza re- 
captures that with gold-brocaded 
waiters; dimmed 


lights when the | 


Caucasian read company of flam- | 
ing sword carriers make their en- | 


trance with the lamb-on-spears 
like something out of one of those 
Shuberts “Nights on the Steppes” 
choruses. Against that background 
|Nicolas Matthey and His Royal 
Tsiganes (out of Local 802), alter- 
nating with Payson Re’s straight 
'dansapation, do their stuff. 

ete ene is right, including a 
not-too-toug tariff, considering 
the service, atmosphere and gen- 
erally expert mentoring by Gigi, 
who looks like the Hollywood ver- 
sion of the completely dapper 
inaitre d’hotel—excepting he does 
his stuff in the best New York 
manner. That. combined with the 
fiddies and the food, makes the 
$5-$6 average check one of the 
best buys in town. Abel. 


Swiss Chalet. Chi 
(BISMARCK HOTEL) 
Chicago, Sept. 29. 
Sara Ann McCabe, Joe Isbell, 
Bill Bennett Orch; $2 minimum, $1 
cover. 





Emphasis here is on “gemutlich- 
keit” and cuisine rather than high- 
_ budgeted entertainment. Current 

bill adds to the room's atmosphere 
and entertains as well. 

Sara Ann McCabe, musicomedy 
and nitery songstress, clicks in 
this L-shaped spot, using a roving 
mike to hold audience as well as 
engage ringsiders in uninhibited 
choruses of well-known tunes. 
Overall effect is surefire, as well 
as her comely appearance and vo- 
caling of Frim! selections. Ren- 
;dish of “Let Him Go, Let Him 
Tarry” goes over with payees, and 
she begs off after three encores. 

Joe Isbell, the Swiss Yodeler from 
Georgia, is on hand to give out with 

his “Swiss Lullaby” and other yo- 
de! selections. 

Bill Bennett Orch showbacks, 
with maestro emceeing and calling 
the square dances in friendly man- 
ner. Greg. 


Plays Ist Cafe Date 

Tessa Smaipage, Australian sing- 
er who appeared in several ice 
shows at the Center theatre, N. Y., 
played her first cafe date over the 
weekend at’ the Royal Connaught 
hotel, Hamilton, Ont. 

She opens a two-week engage- 
ment Oct. 21 at the King Edward 
hotel, Teronto. 





| 


| to the nature of Miss Russell's act, 


solid hit. 





Orpheum, L. A. ’ 
honors with neatly tterned | 
muscle work. One-arm lifts and | 


aces, help to sell their turn. Mae, 
Williams gives throaty vocals to, 
four tunes and shows up best with 
her medley of Gershwin numbers. 
Larry J. Blake is on and off in a 
fast 10 minutes of glib character 
impressions, accomplishing a lot of 
entertainment in that period. Ma- 
terial is smart and subtle. 

Rufe Davis rates himself a large 
share of audience returns with his 
standard, and good, vocal gymnas- 
tics. Musical instruments, animals 
and outboard motors are among the 
weird sounds emanating amusingly 
from his throat. Curry, Byrd & Le 
Roy deliver knockabout nonsense, 
climaxing in a free-for-all dance 
between the two males and one 
femme. Act earns okay, but mod- 
erate, returns. Brog. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Oct. 1. 
The Colstons (2), Olga San Juan 
with Carioca & Russo, Artie Dann, 
Nora Herzog and Co. (3), Carl 
Sands Orch; “Roseanna McCoy” 


(RKO). 





Current layout shapes up as 
minor fare with main draw being 
the picture. “Roseanna McCoy.” 
The Calstons, lad and father acro 
team, who open, get thé_strongesi 
reception. Slight seveh-year-old 
youth displays professional finish 
as his dad swings him aloft to gar- 
nering hefty applause. 

Olga San Juan, film starlet, 
misses the boat with her first two 
numbers, and it’s not until she gets 
in the samba groove, with hipwav- 
ing, that the audience warms up. 
More of the Latin stuff would sell 
her better. 

Artie Dann, comedian, milks the 
quips about his elongated pro- 
boscis to a fare-thee-well with no 
change of material since last seen 
here. However, his oldies gather 
yocks, as does his cavalcade of 
Cantor, Jolson, Jessel and Durante 
impreshes. 

The Herzogs, three women, im- 
press with their high swing work 
nd capers on the bar. Obvious 
lant gets strong palming for her 
comedies and knee-break on the 
whirling ropes. 

Carl Sands orch gets the seat- 
holders in receptive mood with 
medley of autumn tunes. Elie. 








Prinees. London 
London. Sept. 27. 


Jane Russell, Douglas Byng, 
Beryl Orde, Ethel Revnell, The | 
Pagolas (4!, Archie Elray with 


Roland & Dorothy, Req Redcliffe, 
Michael Howard, Duncan Collies, 
Joe & Fani, Joe Ortnes & Sister, 
Frank Weir & Orch. | 

For a two weeks’ season, the 
Princes becomes a_ vaudeville 
house, with Jane Russell as the 
stellar attraction. It was obvious 
that the promoters had placed 
complete reliance on the pulling 
power of the Hollywood star, for 
the supporting bill is one of the 
weakest to be seen in the West End 
for some time. Consequently, it 
was not surprising that the first- 
night audience clamored for Miss 
Russell's early appearance. 

There had been some doubt as 





and the press had developed an | 
air of mystery. This was quite 
unnecessary, since she did what 
she does best on the stage, singing 
pop songs. She started off facing 
a restive audience, but captivated 
the house with her first number. | 
and by the time she had reached | 
“Buttons and Bows,” she was a 
Then came such other 
pop items such as “Do it Again,” 


“Look What They've Done to Me” 


and “Everything Happens to Me,” 
and the audience was yelling for 
more. It was a good -personality 
act, obviously to the liking of the 
audience. If the show succeeds in 
ulling in the customers for its 
ortnight’s stay, it can be regarded 
as a lone triumph for Miss 
Russell. 

Opening the program are Joe 
and Fani, a pair of acrobatic 
comedians, who blended comedics 
with some new stunts. Archie 
Elray with Roland and Dorothy 
offer a corny ventriloquial act” 
with three dummies, which leaves 
much to be desired in wit and 
humor. The Pagolas are a com- 


|petent. if not imaginative quartet 


of dancers, who put over a neat 
line of Russian ballet. 

Douglas Byng, who appropriate- | 
ly enough for the occasion, re- 
sorted to a pair of gay deceivers 
for one of his numbers, plans an 
undue reliance on near-the- 
knuckle yarns to win his laughs. 
It is completely unnecessary and 
in bad taste, as Byng is sufficiently 


House Reviews 


Continued from page 46 


talented and experienced an en- 
tertainer to score without resort- 
ing to such material. 


Reg Redcliffe is one of the 
bright spots of the show, who 
works wonders with a xylophone 
and gets a wide variety of effects. 
Ethel Revnell clicks in the first 
half of her act with topical com- 
edy impressions, but e second 
part, a repeat of a radio show in 
which she played all the parts of a 


|family, was overloaded with senti- 


ment and out of line with the rest 
of the bill. 


After the interlude, Beryl Orde 
offers a series of sock impressions, 
including Sophie Tucker, Renee 
Houston, Evelyn Laye, and Tessie 
O'Shea for nice returns. Duncan 
Collies contrib a pleasing canine 
show, although the hounds did not 
always react to schedule. Michael 
Howard, with his quiet line of 
patter, became the unhappy victim 
of the unruly audience, particularly 
from the gallery, which almost 
ruiwed his act, although he finally 
won them over. Joe Ortney and 


Sister close the show with nifty 
juggling. Myro. 


—_— 


Palace, N. Y¥. 
Joe Morris & Susan North, 3 
Rockets, Roy Benson, Ross & Ross, 
3 Radio Aces, The Albins, Bobby 


Breen, Antaleks (5); “Strange 
Beroain” (RKO), reviewed in Vas. 
RIETY Sept. 21, '49. 

The Palace continues to main- 
tain standard of former layouts 
with another diversified bill of 


eight acts, neatly spotted to round 
out solid entertainment and still 
a bargain at the 55c-95c scale 
Three Rockets, colored male 
hoofers, pace things neatly in 
opener with fast tap and rhythm 
routines, done in precision tandem, 
for nice reception. Roy Benson, 
comedy magico, contribs clever 
bafflers and a line of comedy gab 
to keep things rolling. Lenny and 
Margie Ross offer a bag-punching 
display, highlighted by lad’s ma- 
nipulation of five bags for a sock 
finish. Three Radio Aces follow 
and land solidly with their clown- 
atics, vocals and radio satires. 
The Albins, mixed team in fol- 
lowup, sustain comedy motif of 
bill with their zany dance trav- 
esties to win warm palming. Bobby 


Breen does nicely in his song 
stanza. Teting off with “Wear a 
Smile,” which sets him okay, he 


reprises “Rainbow on the River,” 
theme of his former pic, segues 
into “Donegal” and winds with im- 
preshes, climaxed with a salute to 
Eddie Cantor, his discoverer, with 
a takeoff of the latter on “If You 
Knew Susie” for happy returns. 

Joe Morris and Susan North 
click in next to closing spot with 
their potent comedics. It’s a reprise 
of the act Morris has done ior 
many years and it's just as sock as 
ever as a rib-tickler. Morris heckles 
his attractive partner from an up- 
per box, with the well-timed com- 
edy repertee keeping ‘em roaring 
throughout session. Solid all the 
way. 

The Antaleks, mixed quintet of 
acros, make a perfect clincher in 
their flashy and well-routined bal- 


ancing and perch stunts. Don 
Albert's house orch — nds 
capably. dba. 


Olympia, Miami 


Miami, Oct. 1. 
Alan Young, Alzira Camarga, 
Fred & Fay, Renald & Rudy, Jo 
Ann Summer, Freddie Carlone 
House Orch; “White Heat” (WB). 





Package on tap this week is a 
fast paced one, and satisfying. all 
the way. 

Topliner Alan Young hits 
solidly and keeps ‘em laughing all 
the way with his fresh material 


and epproach. High spots are his 


Scotch bit, complete to kits and 
bagpipe and the impresh of a juve 
doing his first recitation. Had to 
beg off. 

Alzira Camarga handles the fem- 
cee chore, and turns in a smooth 
job on the introes. In her own 
spot she sets well via a zingy 
blending of Latin and American 
tunes, with accent on the hip- 
swinging. 

Tapstress Jo Ann Summers 
scores in her stanza for solid palm- 
ing. Recording act of Fred and 
Fay is well handled. The panto 
is apt and the records chosen a 
blend of the standards, with a few 
new twists to add novelty. Top 
with howl-making “Maharajah of 
Magador.” 

Show closers Renald and Rudy 
score with their muscle control 
work. Lifts and balancing are 
way above par for this type of act. 
Freddie Carlone and house orch 
handled backgrounding in compe- 
tent style. Lary. 
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Producers’ Withholding of Balcony Tix NFW HITS WOULD 








Burns Brokers; Failed to Consult ‘Em’ ()FFSET PROD. Te B'way Shows Total 500G in Ist Qtr. 


Ticket brokers, whose tempera-+¢ 
ture has been returning to normal 
as the scalping probe of New York 
City license commissioner John M 


“Murtagh néars us Wittdup, varied) 


over a new matter last week. 
Latest issue to generate steam was 
the news that the Committee of 
Theatrical Producers had voted to 
withhold all balcony tickets from 
the agencies. 

Broker resentment was not 50 
much against the policy itself, al- 
though that was criticized, as over 
the manner in which the mana- | 
gerial group reached its decision. | 
It was pointed out that the pro- 
ducers had voted the matter with- | 
out consulting the brokers or even 
informing them of it. That was | 
despite the fact that the brokers 
now have their own organization, 
formed last summer at the specific 
suggestion of the managerial group, | 
to deal with just such questions. | 

Agency men argue that, instead 
cf jumping the gvnr on such an 
issue, the CTP should have called 
in representatives of their outfit to 
discuss it. If the setup covering 
balcony seat distribution isn't satis- 
factory, the interests of everyone 


} 
' 


concerned should be considered, | 


it's felt by the brokers, in which 
case they feel that they might be | 
able to offer some practical sug- | 
gestions. They also claim that the | 


sudden policy change violated the 4 


promise made to them by CTP | 
representatives last summer, when 
the latter urged the formation of 
a broker organization. 

As to the new policy itself, 
agency men assert that it’s likely 
to be meaningless in most in- 
stances. They point out that. as 
certain CTP members have public- 
ly noted, the distribution of tickets 
fis usually controlled primarily by 
the theatre owner, not the pro- 
ducer. Therefore, it’s said. the de- 
cision of whether or not balcony 
seats are sold. by the agencies 
really rests with the house treas- 
urer and his employer, the owner. 





Out at N.Y. Music Box 
In Tangle With Berli 


Morris Jacobs, house manager of 
the Music Box theatre, N. Y., and 
general manager for Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, is understood about 


to be out of the former assignment. 
Report could not be verified yes- 
terday (Tues.), however, as Jacobs 
was said to be on the Coast and 


Irving Berlin, who has active con-| 


trol of the theatre, declared a de- 
cision as to the house managership 
would be made “soon.” 
position with Rodgers & Hammer- 


Jacobs’ | 





Fair Exchange 

New entente cordiale was es- 
tabinshéed vy chance in (ie 
opera world last week between 
Vienna and New York. 

On Wednesday (28), Willa 
Stewart, young American so- 
see just signed by the 
‘lenna State Opera, went on 
suddenly in the lead role in 
“Aida” at the Staatsoper to 
pinchhit for Luba Welitsch 
when latter took ill. Miss 
Stewart, who has sung in N. Y. 
with the N. Y. City Opera Co., 
received an ovation from the 
Viennese. 

A day later, Thursday (29), 
Maria Reining, soprano of the 
Vienna State Opera, made her 
debut in N. Y. with the N. Y. 
City Opera Co. at City Center, 
singing the lead in “Ariadne 
Auf Naxos,” and was well re- 
ceived. 


‘Anne’ Earns Back 
1156 of 1506 Cost: 
$71,000 Tour Nut 


“Anne of the Thousand Days.” 
which closes Saturday night (8) 
at the Shubert theatre, N. Y., 
earned back about $115,000 of its 
$150,000 production cost during its 
35-week Broadway run. Operating 








nut on the show is around $21,000 | 


on tour, which begins next week in 
Boston. 

Whether the production  ulti- 
mately pays off the $156,000 invest- 
ment may depend on the length of 
the tour. That may hinge, in turn, 
on how long Rex Harrison con- 
tinues as male lead, co-starring 


| with Joyce Redman, who plays the 


Renort Morris Jacobs | 


title part. The actor has a film 
commitment in January, but that 


| may be postponed. 


“Anne” was originally financed 
at $100,000, but production com- 
plications boosted expenses, and 
there was a $33.33% overcall. Then 
Leland Hayward, as sole general 
partner, co-producing with the 
Playwrights’ Co., put up an addi- 
tional $22,667, bringing the total 
capital investment to $156,000. 
The show lost about $20,000 during 
its tryout in Philly and Baltimore, 


(Continued on page 50) 


MGRS.’ LEAGUE ASKED 
TO CUFFO FOREIGN CRIX 





stein is not involved in the situ- | 


ation. 

According to reports in legit cir- 
cles, differences have been brew- 
ing between Berlin and Jacobs for 
some time, coming to a head re- 
cently. Jacobs has managed the 
theatre for some years, under an- 
nual contract. However, the pact 
is not due for renewal until the 
house is tenanted. The Play- 
wrights’ Co. production, “Lost in 
the Stars,” opens there Oct. 30, but 
the physical production will be 
moved in this week and there will 
be 10 days of previews before the 
premiere. 

A new house manager is under- 
stood due for appointment this 
week, byt there has been no indi- 
cation who will get the nod. 


“Afro-Cuban Revue’ In 
Switch to Vaude-Cafes 


1 San Francisco, Oct. 4. 

Afro-Cuban Revue,” which did | 
a foldo as a legit offering after a 
one-week stand at the Geary the- | 
atre, has been condensed into a 
nightciub version and is being 
booked by Sam Rosey, local agent. 
The now 45-minute melange goes. 
into the Kona Club in El Cerrito, | 
Cal., for two weeks, beginning Oct. 
14, after which it nfoves into the 
Palomar vaude theatre, Seattle, 
and the Cave, Vancouver nitery. 





| The N. Y. Drama Critics’ Circle 
has asked the League of N. Y. ‘The- 
atres to take over the arrange- 
ment of admission to Broadway 
shows for foreign critics visiting 
New York. The League board of 
governors will probably consider 
the proposal at its regular meeting 
tomorrow (‘Thur.). Matter was 
broached by John Chapman, new 
president of the Circle, in a letter 
to the League. 

Idea of the switch is that the 
League is better equipped than the 
critics to handle it. Foreign drama 
critics visiting the U. S. are usu- 
aliy accredited by the U. S. State 
Department, as a courtesy to the 
governments involved. Present pro- 
cedure is for one of the Circle 
members, usually the president, to 
' call up the pressagents of the de- 
|sired shows and try to arrange 
passes. When the visiting critic is 
|remaining a week or so and wants 
'to see several of the top hits, it 
involves considerable work. 

It's agreed that foreign critics 
should see the representative 
‘shows, particularly in New York, 
but the Circle members feel that 
the matter should be in the hands 
‘of the League, as the official or- 
‘ganization of theatreowners and 
_ producers. Number of critics for 
whom such service is sought gen- 
erally runs to no more than a half- 
dozen or sO a season. 


Several incoming Broadway pro- 


ductions are highly regarded and | 
may arang a much-needed lift to | 


+}. 
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month. 


Although the weekly gross for | 


Broadway has recently been top- 
ping the corresponding period of 
the last two seasons, it has not yet 
made up for the slim pickings of 
the early summe 


|similar date in the 1948-49 semes- | 


iter. Arrival of several hits in the 
next few weeks might bring 
marked improvement in the cur- 
rent b.o. trend. 

Unusually sparse production ac- 


tivity during the late summer and | 


early fall is figured as contributed 
to the relatively slack b.o. condi- 
tions. Since the opening of “South 
Pacific” last April, only “Miss 
Liberty” and, to a lesser degree, 
“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950” and Ken 
Murray's “Blackouts” have created 
new ante rest and audienc e draw. 
And as “Howdy” and “Blackouts” 
are more or less vaude-spectacles 
rather than legit shows, there has 
been only “Liberty” to attract regu- 
lar theatre patronage. 


Mere arrival of a flock of new | 


shows doesn't necessarily perk the 
general boxoffice picture. As re- 
peatedly demonstrated, only hits 
provide stimulus. Flops not only 
don't help, but because they waste 
money, disillusion the piaygoing 
public, discourage new investment, 
(Continued on page 52) 


Todd Decides On 





Michael Todd may decide this 
week whether to send “As the 
Girls Go” on tour or close it. 
Business for the musical has been 
disappointing since the reopening, 
and the withdrawal next week of a 
number of cast members compli- 
cates the situation. Replacements 
would involve considerable’ ex- 
pense, since new costumes, shoes, 
etc., would be required, besides 
rehearsal costs. Bobby Clark will 
go along as star if the show tours, 
but Irene Rich is slated to leave 
the cast regardless. 

Withdrawal of a sizable part of 
the singing chorus has incensed 
Todd. He claims that the choral 
director has persuaded a number 
of the singers to go into the forth- 
coming musical edition of “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes,” and they 
have given the stipulated two-week 


‘notice, which takes effect Oct. 14. 


The producer appealed to Chorus 
Equity on the matter, arguing that 
a limit, say 10%, of the chorus 
should be permitted to leave in a 
group. However, it was explained 
that nothing could be done, as the 
union forbids run-of-the-play con- 
tracts for chorus members, so they 
are free to leave any show at any 
time on two weeks’ notice. 


TOURING LEGIT DOING 
| WELL IN ATLANTA 


Atlanta, Oct. 4. 

Atlanta is patronizing Penthouse 
theatre heavily since its bow here 
Sept. 20. with Edward Everett Hor- 
ton in “Springtime For Henry.” 
Latter did an estimated $6,500, and 
second week's take crowded same 
figure, with Diana Barrymore and 
Robert Wilcox starring in “Light 
|Up the Sky.” 

Sarah Churchill and Jeffrey 
Lynn are current in “Philadelphia 
Story,” with Jean Barnes, Pamela 
Simpson, George Englund, Frank 
Lyon, John Craven, Carl Betz and 
Gerold Savory in supporting roles. 
Savory, the British playwright- 
actor, doubles in brass as director 
of Penthouse productions. Round- 


ing out the cast are Elsbeth Hoff- | 


man and James Reese, Atlantans 

Fourth production at Penthouse. 
located in erstwhile Rainbow Roof 
atop Ansley hotel, will be “Petti- 
coat Fever,” starring Sonny Tufts. 
i Tufts. 


r, so the seasonal | 
total to date is still below that of | 


‘Girls’ This Week 





A Slow-Up? 

Passersby in West 44th 
street, New York. “stopped and 
stared Monday (1) when they 
noted, for a time, that the 
boxoffice line for “Where's 
Charley?,” at the St. James, 
was considerably longer than 
that for “South Pacific,” at 
the Majestic, directly opposite. 
| Although “Charley” has been 
building as a hit, despite the 
fact that it’s a year old, no- 
body expects it to rival the 
| fabulous Rodgers and Ham- 
merstein smash. 

One of the denizens of 
Sardi’s bar, just up the street, 
finally suggested, “Maybe 
somebody's heard that you can 
get ‘South Pacific’ tickets at 
__the St. James.” 


Streetcar Balks 
~ At Standby Rule 
By Seattle AFM 


Seattle, Oct. 4 


For its engagement at the Met- 
ropolitan theatre here, closing to- 
morrow night (Wed.), “Streetcar 
| Named Desire” was played with- 
out its usual background music 
Rather than conform to the music 
union's rule requiring the hiring of 
eight local men, the management 
eliminated the iftstrumental score 
and substituted a special recording 
with voices. The three musicians 
who travel with the company were 
paid their regular salaries, but 
weren't used, 

The union’s employment rule, 
believed to be the most severe of 
any local in the country, require 
that touring legiters which use any 
music must hire eight local men, 
regardless of how many they need 
or how many men they may carry 
with them. In the case of “Street- 
ear,” it customarily picks up one 
local man, a drummer, to augment 
the three musicians it carries. 
Faced with paying an extra $1,500 
for seven unnecessary men, the 
management balked and, after the 
opening night, used the makeshift 
voice recording. So, in effect, one 
local musician lost employment for 
11 performances. 

When it learned of the edict, the 
management appealed to James C. 


| (Continued on page 51) 


CIVILIANS GET OK FOR 
WING GI PROGRAM 


Following huddles with Equity, 
the American Theatre Wing is 
opening its GI training program to 
civilians, admitting 15 Equity 
members to acting workshops and 
15 more to voice and diction class- 
es for the winter term beginning 
Oct. 15. This is the first time the 
Wing is letting civilian actors in, 
although it has let bars down be- 
fore for writers and directors. 


Plan is .an experiment to see 
how many registrants the Wing can 
get. Equity had been mulling some 
kind of training program of its 
own for its members, but passed up 
the idea because of the costs in- 
volved. It is coming in on a co- 
op basis. Other show biz unions 
have been reported interested in 
the Wing setup, and may follow 
suit after seeing how the Equity- 
Wing tie fares. 

The Wing is in its 14th term now, 
with about 900 enrotlees. Its over- 
all enrollment has reached 5,100, 
including 1,600 repeaters. 




















Named Dallas '49 Aide 
Dallas, Oct. 4. 

J. B. ‘Tad) Adoue, III, has been 
appointed biz manager of Dallas 
Theatre '49. Takes over duties of 
Manning Gurian, who becomes 

| general representative. 


+ 


(000 damages. 


Author and director royalties 
from all Broadway shows for the 
first quarter of the season, ending 
Aug. 27, totalled almost $500,000, 


that Was ‘Siightiy 75S than “iio ~ 


of the $5,058,700 gross for aill 
shows during that period. Of the 
total royalties, nearly $400,000 
went to authors and about $85,000 
to directors. In addition, choreog- 
raphers got $14,000. 

The total playing weeks of shows 
paying author royalties during the 
first quarter was 176, and directors 


_réceived a return on 189. The 


skating show, “Howdy, Mr. Ice of 
1950,” which involves no regular 


,;seript but pays 2 director royalty 


to Catherine Littlefield, accounted 
for the difference in author and 
director playing weeks. “Night in 
Spain” paid neither author nor 
director percentages, nor does 
“Blackouts.” 

Amorg the notable royalty deals 
are those for “South Pacific” 
10° author. 2° director), “Miss 
Liberty” (10° author, 3° di- 
rector), “Kiss Me, Kate” (744% 
author, 2% director), “Mister 
Roberts” (10° author, 2% direct- 
or), “Where's Charley?” (12% 
author, including 3°% to the Bran- 
don Thomas estate for the “Char- 
ley’s Aunt” rights, and 2% di- 
rector), “Anne of the Thousand 
Days” (10° author, 142° diree- 
tor), “Born Yesterday” (10% au- 
thor, 3° director, both waived, 
with writer-stager Garson Kanin 
personally paying losses on the 
show), “Death of Salesman” (10° 
author, 2'%°> director), “Detective 
Story” (10° author, 2°% director), 
“Diamond Lil” (10° author, 2° 
director), “Lend an Ear” (754% 

(Continued on page 50) 


Lee Sherman Sues 
Geo. Brandt for 556 
Qn ‘Manhattan’ Terps 


Suit for a total of $55,000 dam- 
ages, brought in N. Y. supreme 
court last week by choreographer 
Lee Sherman against George W. 
Brandt, presenter of “Make Mine 
Manhattan” on the subway circuit, 
may involve several novel angles 
regarding the ownership and use 
of dance routines. Plaintiff, who 
did the choreography for the orig- 
inai Broadway run of “Manhat- 
tan,” cites three general causes of 
action against the defendant. 

In a complaint filed last week by 
Sherman's attorney, Everett B. 
Birch, of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
& Lawler, it is alleged that Brandt 
“appropriated” plaintiff's chore- 
ography for the subway circuit en- 
gagements of the revue without 
authority, for which he claims $10,- 
Second charge is 
that Brandt hired a director named 
Tony Charmonoli, who “repro- 
duced” Sherman's dances in a 
manner “inaccurate, untrue, dis- 
torted, grotesque and without ar- 
tistic merit,” and advertised the 
dancing as by Sherman. Additional 
damages of $25,900 is claimed on 
this charge. 

Finally, the suit alleges that 
Brandt used Sherman's name as 
choreographer without permission. 
General damages of $10,000 and 
exemplary damages of $10,000 are 
asked on this accusation. The 
complaint reveals that Sherman's 
contract as choreographer of the 
Broadway production of “Manhat- 
tan” called for a fee of $2.500, plus 
4% of the gross. The original 
“Manhattan” production was pre- 
sented by Joseph M. Hyman, who 
leased the right to Brandt for the 
subway circuit showings. 


3 Weeks in Frisco For 
‘Glamor’ After Break-in 


San Francisco, Oct. 4. 

“Glamor Is the Gimmick,” after 
a two-day break-in at the Lobero, 
Santa Barbara, Oct. 7-8, starts a 
scheduled three-week stay at the 
Geary here, Oct. 10. 

Comedy with music has been 
written and composed by Fortunio 
Bonanova, its star, and Ambrose 
Barker, 
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Strawhats Offer 11 


For Production on Broadway stnougn” 


Possibilities 





Of the approximate 80 shows? 


tried out in summer theatres this 
past season, 11 are scheduled or 
are possibilities for Broadway pro- 
duction. A growing trend, devel- | 
oping mostly from the rising costs 
of production, the barn preems are 
now looked upon by producers as 
a coin-s: ving means of testing the 
worth of new plays. 

Indicative of the growing value 
of barn tryouts was the showcasing 
during the summér of six new piays 





at the Westport (Conn.) play- 
house. Of those, four are probabili- 
ties for Broadway. They include 
“Out of the Dust” and “Come 
Back, Little Sheba,” both slated 
for Theatre Guild presentation. 


The other two are “A Month in 
the Country,” with Ruth Gordon, 
still under consideration, and 
“Texas Li’l Darlin’,” a musical to 
be produced by Anthony B. Far- 
rell in association with the Guild. 
Further evidence of the growing 
importance of summer theatre 
preems was the recent tryout by 
Richard Aldrich and Richard My- 
ers of their projected Broadway 


production of “The Innocents.” 
The producers decided to forego 
a cost!y out-of-town tryout and in- 
stead presented the play for one 
week at the Pocono playhouse, 
Mountainhome, Pa. 


“Good Housekeeping,” in which 
Helen Hayes toured the Seersucker 
circuit, is on the Guild agenda, but 
is doubtful. Similarly, “The Fun- 
damental George,” which had a 
test run at the South Shore play- 
house, Cohasset, Mass., and was an- 
nounced as a potential Broadway 
offering. ic in a nebulous state. The 
comedy was to have been put on 
jointly by Elliott Nugent and The- 
atre, Inc., but the latter has de- 
cided to remain inactive this sea- 
g0n. 

“Charm,” offered by Richard 
Skinner and Evelyn Freyman at 
their Olney (Md.) playhouse, is 
being considered by them for 
Broadway, while “Count Your 
Blessing,” put on at the Barter 
theatre, Abingdon, Va., is also a 
possibility. Springboard to No- 
where,” presented at the Ocean 
City (N. J.) playhouse, also has 
been mentioned as a_ potential 
N. Y. production. Another play 
that has its sights on Broadway 
and looks like a strong bet is “Clut- 
terbuck,” which tried out at Elitch 
Gardens, Denver. 


The 1949 hayloft season paral- 
lels the preceding year in both 
the number of plays tried out, but 
tops it in the number of Broadway 
potentials tha. iiave emerged. Out 
of about a dozen shows slated for 
N. Y. after their preems in the 
summer of '48, six plays came in, 
They were “The Happiest Years,” | 
“Magnolia Alley,” “The Silver 
Whistle.” “Sundown Beach,” “The 
Young and Fair” and “Leaf and 
Bough.” Of those only “Whistle” 
clicked in New York. 


N.Y. Fire Dept. Stiffens 

Vigil at Theatres For 
Smoking Violations 
With the start of the fall season 
on Broadway the New York fire 
department began efforts this week 
to enforce the fire regulations cov- 
ering legit theatres. Lieutenant of 
the department's public assembly 
division, with the power to issue 
summonses, was in the lobby at 
Monday night's (3) opening of 
“Twelfth Night,” at the Empire 

theatre. 





Particularly during the single in- | 


termission, the officer was kept 
busy warning playgoers that smok- 
ing is prohibited in the inner lob- 
by or the back of the auditorium. 
He issued no actual summons, 
however. There were fewer such 
violations than usual, although a 
few smokers lingered just inside 
the door to the outer lobby and at 
the side entrances. 

There is_ still no indication 
whether the department will con- 
tinue to have an officer from the 
public assembly division, which is 
the only one having the power to 
hand odt summonses, present at 
openings, or if any special officer 
will attend subsequent perform- 
ances. 
Quayle recently expressed the de- 
termination to put an end to the 
wholesale fire law violations at le- 
git houses. 


_dJan. 12-14. 


However, fire commissioner | 


San Antonio Trio 


San Antonio, Oct. 4. 

Two plays and a musical have 
been booked to date for the com- 
ing legit season at Interstate’s 
Texas theatre. 

These are “Streetcar Named De- 
sire,” Nov. 18-19; “Private Lives,” 
Dec. 15, and “High Button Shoes,” 





1146 Advance For 
Sadler's Ballet 


Sadler’s Wells Ballet of London, 
making its first U. S. appearance 
at the Met Opera House, N. Y., 
Sunday (9), had an advance sale 
yesterday (Tues.) of over $114,000 
‘in mail orders and boxoffice sale. 
Boxoffice opened last Thursday 
(29), with $20,000 in sales in four 
days. The 114G advance includes 
no theatre parties, and is without 
precedent in ballet annals. Open- 
ing night (9), with a special top 
of $7.20, has been sold out weeks 
ago 

Troupe arrived in N. Y. by plane 
vesterday. It will dance in N. Y. 
for four weeks, and then go on 
tour for five more. Estimated re- 
ceipts for four weeks at the Met, 
at a $4.80 top, will run from $200,- 
000 to $225,000, depending on the 
standees. 


Manager Doubling Gets 
Kibosh, Shuberts Have To 
Hire Extra ‘Prince’ Aide 


Actors Equity and the Assn. of 
Theatrical Press Agents & Mana- 
gers joined forces last week to pre- 
vent the Shuberts from having one 
man do double duty as company 
manager and stage manager of the 
touring “Student Prince.” After 
considerable beefing, a second man 
was hired. The show opened last 
week in New Haven and is play- 
ing this week and next in Boston. 

Man given the double assign- 
ment was Harry Mirsky, a member 
of both Equity and ATAM. Equity 





first heard about the situation and | 


a representative checked with the 


agent-manager union regarding its 


rules on the matter. Under the 
ATAM regulations, a employee 
may not hold a managerial assign- 
ment at the same time he has an- 
other job in a different jurisdic- 
tion. However, ATAM was re- 
luctant to force the issue at that 
moment, as its basic contract with 
the League of N. Y. Theatres was 
up for renewal, and it didn’t want 
to provoke a battle. 


tion with producers, has no rule 


specifically prohibiting multiple 
employment in those particular 
categories. Powever, union of- 





| ficials pointed out to a Shubert 
representative that Equity regula- 
tions require that a stage manager 
be backstage at all times im- 
mediately before and during a per- 
formance, and do not permit him 


to go into the front of the house | 


or the auditorium for other duties. 





‘Our Town’ Concludes 


Phoenix Civic’s Season 


Phoenix, Oct. 4. 
Civic Drama _ Festival, local 
group, wound up sertes of eight 
plays at the Sombrero Playhouse 
with presentation last week of 
Thornton Wilder's “Our Town.” 


Unit will resume activities next 
spring after the Ann Lee-Dick 
Chariton Equity group wraps up 
series of winter plays. Teeoff is 
scheduled for early part of Jan- 
uary. In the interim, the Som- 
brero will be taken over by En- 
tertainment Enterprises, Inc., head- 
ed by Chet Goldberg, Jr., for 
showing of foreign films. 

Phoenix Little Theatre will 
usher in the fall season Thursday 
(6) with presentation of “Charley's 
Aunt,” scheduled for 10 nights. 
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‘PHILLY PROSPECTS 


STILL PLENTY BLEAK 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4. | 
Although Philly’s legit season 
off a week ago, . 
when the new revue, “Touch and. 
began a two-week engage- | 
ment at the Forrest, stage pros- | 


| pects are still bleak hereabouts. | 


The city’s four regular houses 
are faced by a flood of cancella- | 
tions instead of additional book- | 
ings. Walnut is the worst hit, hav- 
ing had three cancellations al- 
ready. First, the Theatre Guild's 
“Out of the Dust,” skedded to open 
the season Sept. 19, was abandoned 
strawhat trial. Then the 
death of Mary MacArthur resuited 
lin the abandonment of Helen 
Hayes’ “Good Housekeeping,” list- 
ed for Oct. 24 and—late last week 

-cancellation was announced of 
“Life With Mother” booking, sked- 
ded for fortnight starting Oct. 3. 
Walnut’s first show will probably 
be “Man Who Came to Dinner,” 
with Monty Woolley, in early No- 
vember. 

Following “Touch and Go’s” two 
weeks at the Forrest that house 
gets “Goodbye, My Fancy,” for 
two stanzas on the 10th. 


L.A. Unionizing 
Pushed as Aid 
To Employment 


Hollywood, Oct. 4. 
Fact-finding committee  repre- 
senting all the craft unions in the 
legit field is being formed here to 





| spearhead a drive to unionize the 
|numerous theatres in Los Angeles 


and vicinity. It will parallel the 
union fact-finding committee that 
has been active in New York for 
some years. Members of the vari- 
ous actor unions in the Associated 
Actors & Artistes of America, the 
stagehands, musicians, pressagents 
and managers, scenic artists, team- 
sters and others will participate. 

Move was sparked during the 
Coast visit last summer of Milton 
Weintrauh, secretary-treasurer of 
the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers. Idea is that 
with the increased legit activity 


|hereabouts in recent years, particu- 


larly on the part of various small 
organizations, the unions should 
work out a cooperative setup for 
increasing employment for their 


members. 





‘Anne’ Earns 


Continued from page 49 





but got generally favorable reviews 
in New York and had several 
‘months’ profitable business before 
closing for an eight-week hiatus, 
ending Aug. 22. 


|. Chief difficulty during the try- | 
Equity, which is in a strong posi- | 


out was the necessity of scrapping 
the elaborate physical production, 
involving a turntable and numer- 
ous settings. Designer Jo Miel- 
ziner worked out a single, basic 
setting, using elaborate lighting to 
suggest different locales. Total 
cost of the original and replate- 
ment settings came to about $30,- 
000, and the costumes were around 


$27,000 more. | 


Another major complication was 
the illness and ultimate withdraw- 
| al of Bretaigne Windust, the direc- | 
| tor, during the tryout, with H. C. 
| Potter flying in from the Coast to 

take over the assignment on a few 
hours’ notice. Including the round- 
trip transportation of both men 
and the extra fees, that involved 
considerable more expense. 

Of the approximately $115,000 
earned back thus far, $78,000 has 
been distributed, giving Hayward 
and the limited partners a 50° 
return on their investment. In ad- 
dition to $14,500 in union bonds 
and a reserve fund of $15,000, 
there is around $10,000 or so ayail- 
able for distribution. 

Major items in the show's op- 
erating budget on tour are theatre 
rental (straight 30° on most en- 
_gagements), 10% author royalty, 
10% to Harrison, 14% director | 
royalty (Windust’s contract called 
for 2%), about $7,000-$7,500 cast | 
salaries (varying because Harrison | 
|gets 10% of the gross), around 
| $1,000 for stage crew, $2,000 or so 
for managers, pressagent and 
wardrobe attendants, and $500 for | 
rental of equipment, plus hauling | 

‘charges at each stand. , 


| touring 


| partner, Dave Tebet, back from 


Wednesday, October 5, 1949 
Inside Stuff—Legit 4 
Deal for the Shuberts to book the Mansfield theatre, N. Y., stems 
from the refusal of Michael Myerberg, owner of the house, to allow 


DuMont television to tear up its one-year lease for the premises. 


DuMont, which took over the theatre last July, has given up the idea 
of using it as a television studio, apparently as part of wholesale move 


to cut operating costs. 


When Myerberg declined to take back the 
house, DuMont indicated it would approach the Shuberts to 
spot unless he reconsidered. However, the decision stood, so 


k the 
uMont 


followed through with the Shubert deal. Thus far, no shows have been 


booked for the theatre. 





Meyer Davis looks like Moadway’s most prolific investor this season. 
At this time he has his money in 11 new productions with several more 


pending and four holdovers from last year. 
ing syndicates, consisting of associates and friends. 


He has two private invest- 
Shows he’s in on 


are “Miss Liberty,” “Montserrat,” “Double Bill,” “That Lady,” “Gentle. 
men Prefer Blondes,” “Alive and Kicking,” “Lost In the Stars,” “Caesar 
and Cleopatra,” “The Closing Door,” “Metropole,” “Happy is Larry.” 


“Death Of a Salesman,” “Goodbye, My Fancy,” 


Days,” “Inside U.S.A.” 





+ 
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“Anne of the 1,000 





Legit Bits 


John Chapman, of the N. Y. 
News, elected president of the 
N. Y¥Y. Drama Critics’ Circle, suc- 
ceeding John Mason Brown. Re- 
elected were Ward Morehouse, of 
the Sun, vice president; George 
Freedley, Morning Telegraph, sec- 











'retary, and Tom Wenning, News- 
| week, 


treasurer “Streetcar 
Named Desire” has two more pre- 
mieres in the next fortnight. It 
opens Oct. 12 in London and Oct. 
14 in Paris Eddie Dewling out 
of the hospital and directing the 
Houston (Texas) Plavers Ver- 
non Rice, drama editor of the N. 
Y. Post, returned Sunday (2) from 
a quick visit to London, Dublin 
and Berlin Jay Robinson will 
be featured in the Theatre Guild 
revival of ““As You Like It,” to star 
Katharine Hepburn... Terry 
Rudd is touring in Stanley Woolf's 
production of “Peg O’ My Heart” 

Sam_ Stratton and Carlton 
Miles, heretofore active chiefly as 
road agents, are in New York this 


season with “Yes M'Lord” and “I” 


Know My Love,” respectively. 
Franklin Gilbert, co-producer of 
“Lend an Ear,” to the Coast this 
week to cast replacements for 
several parts in the revue, which 
goes on tour some weeks hence. 
. Al White, dance director at 
Warner Bros., arrived east last 
week to stage the dances for 
“Texas Li'l Darlin’,” musical come- 
dy tested last summer at West- 
port, which Anthony B. Farrell 
will present with the Theatre Guild 
on Broadway this fall... Paul 
Groll is company managing 
“Finian’s Rainbow” on tour... 
Mary Ward pressagenting the tour- 
ing “Goodbye, My Fancy,” starring 
Madeleine Carroll... Alan Hewitt, 


in the cast of “Death of a Sales-| 


/man,” moved back to town last 
week after summering at West-| 
| port. 


Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
are due in town today (Wed.) from 
Genesee Depot, Wis., for tuneup 
rehearsals of the Theatre Guild’s 


| “I Know My Love,” which opens 


a brief pre-Broadway tour Monday 
night (10) in Boston .. . Joey Faye 


takes over the lead Oct. 29 in the) 
Shoes,” 


“High Button 
succeeding Eddie Foy, Jr... . 
Samuel J. Friedman, who press- 
agented “At War with the Army” 
on Broadway, is presenting the 
comedy on tour, in association with 


. .. Pay Cheyney is assistant stage 
manager of Katharine Cornell's 
“That Lady.” 

Applicants for membership in 
the Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers include Mary 
Porter, as a manager, and John F. 
Walsh, as a p.a. ... Pressagent 
Willard Keefe back in town after 
summering at Fire Island ... His 


the Coast with his wife, Nanette 
Fabray ... Bill Kane is tub-| 
thumping “Glamor Is the Gim-| 
mick,” which plays Santa Barbara 
this week before opening in Frisco. | 
. +. Treseott Ripley playing Olivia 
to Betty Field’s Viola in “Twelfth | 
Night,” opening tonight (Wed.) at 
Brattle Hall, Cambridge, Mass... . 

Blix Ruskay will tour in a one- 
woman show, using scripts written 
by her husband, book-reviewer 
Harvey Bressler . . . Charles M. 
and Edward Stotz are the archi-| 
tects of the about-to-be-built Pitts- 
burgh Playhouse, for which Jo, 


_Mielziner is co-designer . . . Robert 
| Wahls, of the N. Y. News legit 


Staff, sails Saturday (8) for several 
weeks of theatre-catching in Eng-| 
land and on the Continent. 


Danny Newman and Mark Moer- | 
sen appointed flack and exec assist- 
ant, respectively, for the Chi activ- 
ities of the New York City Opera 
Co., by musical director Laszle 
Halasz. New York company will | 

ive 20 performances at the Chi 
ivic Opera House, starting Nov. 
23, with half of the chorus and bal- 
let recruited from Chi musicians 





and dancers. 


Okay Season For 
N.Y. Philharmonic 


Prospect for the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic-Symphony’s 108th season 
looks okay, despite fact that the 
orch won't go on tour this year and 
thus far has no Sunday afternoon 
radio sponsor. Subscriptions are 
as heavy as last year, although coin 
for same admittedly is coming in 
more slowly than usual. Interest in 
an anniversary series of brograms 
is strong, and biz is expected to be 
as good as last year. 


Orch did a fall and a spring tour 
last season, under combined aegis 
of Columbia Records and Colum- 
bia Artists Mgt. There was a deficit 
of $40,000 on the tours, which the 
two sponsors met. Loss deterred 
management from planning a tour 
this season. andard Oil of N. J. 
sponsored the Sunday afternoon 
broadcasts last year, and U. S. Rub- 
ber for several years before that, 
This year there’s no sponsor as yet, 
although orch will go on sustain- 
ing over CBS, with latter paying 
the orch’s fee. 

Season opens Oct. 13, at Carne- 
gie Hall, with Leopold Stakowski 
conducting. Stoky will share the 
season with his co-director, Dimitri 
Mitroupoulos, and the new asso- 
ciate conductor, Franco Autori, 
will baton a few concerts. Feature 
on Stoky’s opening program will 
be Aaron Coplan’s suite from “The 
Red Pony,” drawn from the score 
the composer wrote for the Repub- 
lic pic of the same name. Orch 
will play several commemorative 
programs, to mark Chopin's death 
100 years ago, Richard Strauss’ 


|recent passing and 50th anni of 
Johann Strauss’ death. 





Author-Director 


Continued from page 49 


author, 34% director) and “Street- 
car Named Desire” (10° author, 





_2% director). 


In addition to their royalties, 
various authors and directors also 


| get a share of profits. 
Monte Proser and Joseph Kipness. | 


Richard Rodgers and Oscar 


Hammerstein, II, as co-producers 


of “South Pacific,” get a slice of 
the net return from that musical, 
as does stager Joshua Logan, who's 
associated with them and Leland 
Hayward in the management. Simi- 
lar setup applies with co-authors 
Irving Berlin and Robert E. Sher- 
wood, and director Moss Hart, of 


_ “Miss Liberty.” Logan participates 


in the profits of “Mister Roberts,” 
besides getting his stager and co- 
author royalties. 

Elia Kazan gets 15% of the pref- 
its from “Death of a Salesman” 
and 20% from “Streetcar,” in ad- 
dition to his director royalties. 
Sidney Kingsley has a substantial 
slice of “Detective Story” besides 
his author-director return, and 


'Mae West gets 10% of the gross as 


star of “Diamond Lil” plus her 


| author royalty. 


Among the _ choreographers, 
Gower Champion gets 142% from 
“Lend an Ear,” Jerome Robbins 
gets 34% from “Miss Liberty,” 
Hanya Holm gets 44% from “Kiss 
Me, Kate” and Heien Tamiris re- 
portedly draws 42% from “As the 


| Girls Go.” No choreographers par- 


ticipate in profits. 


Joins Carnegie Faculty 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 4. 
Richard Hoover, general man- 
ager of the pay - ceagnsuse, 
has been added to the faculty © 
the Carnegie Tech drama school. 
Hoover was director of the In- 
dianapolis Civic Theatre before 
joining Playhouse. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures. based on Vaniety’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 18th week of the season) 


and the corresponding week of last season: . 
This Last 
BROADWAY Season Season 
r of shows current........ se eevee 17 17 
— weeks played so far by all shows 280 336 
Total gross for all current shows last week $461,100 $420,500 
total season’s gross so far by all shows ... $7,377,900 $7,548,100 
Number of new productions so far = 3 13 

ROAD 
(Excluding . Stock) 

Number of current touring shows reported 19 28 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 195 301 


Total road gross reported last week 


Season's total road gross so far 


$392 .255 $567,700 
$4,859.820 $6,405,900 








Chi Spurts: Kate 





Record 2855, 


$92,890, 


‘Salesman’ $26,300, ‘Smoke’ $13,300 


Chicago, Oct. 4. 

Legit row is perking here, with 
addition of “Brigadoon,” opening 
Sunday eve (2) at the Great North- 
ern. “Summer and Smoke” was 
down slightly last week, but “Kiss 
Me, Kate” is running at capacity 
and “Death of a Salesman” is do- 
ing likewise, held down by Theatre 
Guild subscriptions. 

Studebaker theatre lights up Oct. 
22 with the Yiddish revue from the 
Coast, “Borscht Capades,” and 
“Netective Story” is set for Nov. | 
entry. “Anne of a Thousand Days 
is due here about Dec. 5. The Pas- 
sion Play hits Chi for the first time, 
under Kiwanis sponsorship, at the 
Civic Opera House, Oct. 31 to Nov. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Brigadoon,” Great Northern (1.- 
500: $4.94). Opened Sunday (2), 
coming from Milwaukee. Advance 
favorable for its second stay here 

“Death of a Salesman,” Erlanger 
(2nd week) (1,334; $4.33). Under 
Guild subscription in second week. 
Fine $26,300. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (Ist 
week) (2,100; $6.18). Capacity in 
large house at upped scale pulling 
new house record, $52,855. 

“Summer & Smoke,” Harris ‘4th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Dropped from 
last week to break-even $13,300. 


‘ROBERTS’ BOFF $30,000 
ON 2D WEEK IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 4. 

Second week of ‘‘Mister Roberts” 
picked up sharply at Nixon and 
take was just a little short of $30,- 

. or around. Click comedy 
played to virtual capacity down- 
stairs and in the balcony, with only 
the gallery being off. 

On strength of advance sale for 
third and final stanza the show 
should get nearly $85,000 on the 
run, unless steel and coal strikes 
have a positive effect on b.o. now. 
Unlikely that show will break non- 
musical record, which is held by 
Joe E. Brown's “Harvey.” Top of 
“Roberts,” however, is higher. It’s 
selling at $3.50 (not counting fed- 
eral and city taxes), while the 
Brown show went for $3. 





Nixon .will be dark next week, — 


relighting Oct. 17 with “Light Up 
the Sky” and Blackstone following. 


‘Streetcar’ Fine $26,000 
In Week at Seattle 


Seattle, Oct. 4. 

“Streetcar Named _ Desire” 

racked up a fine $26,000 at the Met- 

ropolitan here last week. Tennes- 

see Williams play got glowing 
notices and audience reaction. 

uction concludes the run 

here tomorrow night (Wed.), then 


goes to Victoria for another 10-day 
schedule. 


Vancouver TUTS Exits 


Vancouver, Oct. 4. 








Theatre Under the Stars, which | 


for 10 years has been under Parks 
Board sponsorship, has been dis- 
solved and its work of presenting 
summer operettas taken over by 
the newly-formed Civic Theatre 
Society. 

Purpose of formation of this 
newly incorporated group is to 
keep clear of politics.” Under 
hew setup Society will do every- 
thing formerly done by TUTS, but 
will have a permanent body direct- 

its activities with members of 
Parks Board acting only in an 
*¥-Officio capacity. 





Bryan (Texas) Workshop 
; Bryan, Tex., Oct. 4. 
Bryan's Little Theatre now has a 
hop. a building in the busi- 
district made available by the 
t for the purpose, 





a 


| ‘Streetcar’ Balks 


==: Continued from page 49 =! 


Petrillo, American Federation of 
Musicians president, but he _ re- 
fused to interfere in what he said 
was purely a local matter. Before 
coming here, “Streetcar” had 
played 22 other cities without en- 
countering the multiple hiring 
hurdle Although the management 
could have afforded to fork up the 
$1.500, it figured that doing so 
might establish a precedent and 
encourage locals in other towns to 
copy the action of the Seattle 
union. Also, it reasoned that if 
other managements follow its ex- 
ample. the Seattle local may 
rescind the regulation A few, 
notably Max Gordon, in the case 
of “Born Yesterday,” had previ- 
ously failed to acquiesce to the 
AFM. 























Retroactive Pay Try Dropped 


Chicago, Oct. 4. 

Attempt by the Chicago musi- 
cians union to assess a retroactive 
charge for salary for an extra man 
for the year’s run of “Mister Rob- 
erts” here, was recently dropped. 
Just before the show closed at the 
Erlanger theatre, local officials 
notified the management that, be- 
cause a recording of native music 
was used during-the performance, 
an extra man would have to be 
hired. Furthermore, his_ salary 
would have to be paid for the 
length of the run. Coin involved 
would have totaled more than 
$5,000. 

When the telephoned order was 
received the management flatly re- 
fused to go along, threatening to 
drop the music from the show and 
go to court for an injunction to 
restrain the union for trying to col- 
lect the retroactive claim. Nothing 
further was heard of the demand, 
and union officials subsequently 
denied Faving made it. 


AFM Rule Reversed 


Early in the run of “Streetcar” 
on Broadway, Local 802 ruled it a 
“play with music,” for which eight 
men, at musical comedy scale, 
would hzve been required, instead 
of the five called for in the script, 
at straight play scale. However, 
producer Irene Selznick appealed, 
and the decision was reversed. 
Subsequently, the 





} 


contract  be- | 


tween the union and the League 


of N. Y. Theatres was revised to 
include specific classification of 
shows as drama, play-with-music 
or musical comedy. 


‘BRIGADOON’ STURDY 
$25,500 IN SPLIT WK. 


Milwaukee, Oct. 4. 
“Brigadoon,” dividing last week 
between St. Paul and here, chalked 
up a moderately good total of $25,- 
500 for the semester. Musical got 





a fine $10,300 in two performances | 


in St. Paul, but slowed down to 
$15.200 for six showings the latter 
part of the week here. 

Show moved to Chicago this 
week for a run. 





Schwartz’s Oct. 20 Bow 

Maurice Schwartz opens his 
“Yosele, the Nightingale,” Oct. 20, 
instead of Monday, Oct. 17, and 
will give three previews prior to 
the opening night. 

Sholem Aleichem folk comedy, 
with music by Sholem Secunda, 
will preem at the Yiddish Art the- 
iatre, N. Y. 


Current Road Shows 


(Oct. 5-15) 


“Anne of the Thousand Days”— 
| Shubert. Boston (10-15), 


| Blackstone — Home, Oklahoma 
| City (5); Convention Hall, Tulsa 
(6); Shrine Mosque, Springfield, 
|'Mec. ‘8; American, t. Louis 
(10-15). 

“Brigadoon” — Great Northern. 
Chi. (5-15). 


“Browning Version” — Wilbur. 
Boston (5-8). 

“Death of a 
langer. Chi. (5-15). 

“Finian’s Rainbow” — Phil- 
harmonic, L. A. (5-15) 

“Goodbye, My Fancy” 
Boston (5-8): Forrest 
10-15). 

“High Button 
Frisco (5-15) 

“I Know My Love”—Plymouth, 
Boston (10-15) 

“Inside U.S.A.”- 
dra, Toronto ‘10-15 

“Kiss Me, Kate’”—Shubert, Chi 
(5-15) 

“Light Up the Sky”—Playhouse, 
Wilmington (7-8); Ford's Baltimore 
(10-15). 

“Mister Roberts’”—Nixon. Pitts- 
burgh (5-8); Auditorium, Rochester 
(10-15) 

“Montserrat”—McCarter, Prince- 
ton (8); Locust, Philadelphia (10- 
15). 

“Oklahoma!” Shrine Mosque, 
Peoria (5!; Orpheum, Davenport 
6-2); Auditorium, Rockford. Hl 
10-11); Davidson, Milwaukee (12- 
15) 

“People Like Us” 
andra, Toronto (5-8 

“Regina’—Shubert, New 
6-8': Colonial, Boston (10-15). 

“Streetcar Named Desire’ — 
Metropolitan, Seattle (5); Inter- 
national Cinema, Victoria (6-15) 

“Student Prince’—Opera House, 
Boston (5-15). 

“Summer and Smoke”’—Harris, 
Chi. (5-15). 

“Touch and Go”- 
delphia (5-8). 


‘Touch-Go Just 
That, Philly, 246 


Philadelphia, Oct. 4. 

Philly's new theatrical season 
continues to lag lamentably. Fol- 
lowing the whole month of Septem- 
ber with a lone legit booking. Oc- 
tober promises to be nearly as bad. 
At present writing, three stage 
shows will make local bows be- 
tween now and Nov. 1. 

“Touch and Go.” season's first 
offering. got an okay if not sensa- 
tional $24,000 in its first of two 
weeks at the Forrest, building 


Salesman"—Er- 


Shubert, 
Philadelphia 


Shoes”—Curran, 


Royal Alexan- 


Roval Alex- 
Detroit 


Cass 


Haven 


Forrest, Phila- 





steadily as it went along. But there | 


were plenty of vacant seats up to 
Saturday night, which was sold-out. 
Revue has a $4.55 scale; indications 
are for a substantial gain in this, 
its get away week. Show got favor- 
able notices but admittedly needed 
considerable doctoring. 

Next Monday the Forrest gets 
Madeleine Carroll in “Goodbye, 
My Fancy.” also for two weeks, and 
on the same evening the Locust 
will relight with “Montserrat,” Lil- 
lian Hellman’s adaptation of a 
French hit. It will be the first of- 
fering of the ATS subscription 
series; show comes here after a 
preem in Princeton. 





Sidney-Loder-’ Mistress’ 
Okay $9,500 in Balto 


Baltimore, Oct. 4. 


“OQ Mistress Mine,” starring 
Syivia Sidney and John Loder, 
topped all previous figures of the 
current season of legit at the 
Maryland, garnering a very steady 
$9,500 as “Life With Mother,” in 
its second week at Ford's, inched 
out $6.800 following $8.000 the 
week before. 

Eva LeGallienne and Richard 
Waring, in “The Corn Is Green,” 
are current at the Maryland as 
Ford’s remains dark, with “Light 
Up the Sky” set to open Oct. 10. 


— 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Detective Story” (‘road)—Lind- 
say & Crouse. 

“Inside U. S. A.” ‘road)—Arthur 
Schwartz. 

“Julius Caesar”’-“Taming of the 
Shrew” ‘road'—Margaret Webster 

“Light Up the Sky” ‘road)— 
Eddie Rich. 

“Lost in the Stars’”—Playwrighis 
Co. 

“Montserrat”—Gilbert Miller. 

“Regina’—Chery! Crawford. 

“That Lady” — Katharine 
nell. 

“The Time Is Yes”—Brock Pem- 
berton. 


Cor- 
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Bway Grosses Spotty; 4 Sellouts, 
‘Liberty’ Big $43,200, Clark $29,100, 
“Ear 24€ Mae 22/46, Streetcar’ 156 





‘Shoes’-Foy $37,600 
In 2d Week at Frisco 


San Francisco, Oct. 4 

“High Button Shoes.” with Ed- 
die Foy. Jr.. stepped up to a fine 
$39.000 for its second stanza at the 
$37.600 for its second stanza at the 
Opera production has a $4.80 top 

“Afro-Cuban Revue.” with a 
$3.60 top, preemed at the 1,550- 
seat Geary Sept 18. but was 
vanked at the end of the first week, 
with show totaling under $7,500 for 
first stanza Garnered poor re- 
views, and although future book- 
ings had been announced for L. A. 
and New York, show is being ped- 
died around as a nitery package. 

House will remain dark until 
Oct. 10 when Fortunio Bonanova 
brings in a musical play, “Glamor 
Is the Gimmick,” for a tryout 


Finian St 
CAN +f | A 
= saa 
P4U,UUU, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Oct. 4 
Rainbow,” playing its 
engagement, sparked 
the local legit lineup last week 
Musical is under Los Angeles 
Civic Light Opera sponsorship 
Other shows were uneven, with 
“Respectful Prostitute’ showing 
the way with a fair b.o. rise on its 
second week. 
| Estimates for Last Week 
“Behold the Day,” New (2d 
wk’. (80; $1.80 weekdays; $2.40 
Sat., Sun.) Eased slightly to $800. 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” Philhai- 
monic Aud. (lst wk.) (2,670; 


$4.80). Strong but not spectacu- 
lar nearly $40,000. 


“Finian's 
first Coast 


“Iee Follies of 1950,” Pan Pa- 


cific Aud. (3d wk.) ‘6,150; $3.60). 
Powerful $62,000 for the final hallt- 
week. 


“Sugar Hill.” Las Palmas (12th 


wk) (388; $3.60). Slid to $6,000 
“The Respectful 
Coronet i2d_ wk.) 


Climbed to $4,900. 


‘OKLA.! HEFTY $38,900 


(265; $3.60) 


Lafayette, Ind., Oct. 4. 

“Oklahoma!” piled up a hefty 
gross last week in short stands at 
the Auditorium, East Lansing, 
Mich.: the Palace, South Bend, and 
the Hall of Music here. Total 
for the full week was $38,900. 

Theatre Guild musical is divid- 
ing this week between Decatur, 
Ill.; Peoria and Davenport. 


| 


Ballet Russe Winds Up 
N.Y. Season With 406 


Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
wound up its full season at the 
N. Y. Met Opera House Sunday ‘2), 
with estimated $40,000 gross tor 
eight performances last week 

In its 2} week stay, the troupe 
grossed about $105,000 at a $3 top. 
It opened its 11th consecutive na- 
tional tour with an appearance at 
the County Center, White Plains 
Monday ‘3). 


‘Student Prince’ $12,000 
In 4 Shows at N. H. 


New Haven, Oct. 4. 

“Student Prince” started its 
1949-50 road tour here at the 
Shubert last weekend (29-1), step- 
ping off to a good take. Four shows 
at $3.60 top pulled just short of 
$12,000. 

Revised sked for Oct.-Nov. Is as 
follows: Current week has preem of 





“Regina” ‘6-8). “Texas Li'l Dar- 
lin’.” has final rehearsals here 
week of Oct. 17-22, then opens 


public portals week of Oct. 24-29. 
Nov. 2-5 brings preem of “Signor 
Chicago.” followed by another 
breakin. “Closing Door” (Alexander 
Knox!, Nov. 10-12. 

“Blossom Time” is pencilled for 
Nov. 17-19, then Nov. 28-30 gets 
opening of “As You Like It” 
, (Katharine Hepburn). 





Rhea Powers appointed head of 
Columbia Artists Mgt. recital de- 
partment, succeeding Elizabeth 
Mathews, who resigned. Miriam 


Barker will assist Miss Powers 


Prostitute,” 
. wk) (D-1,063: $4.80 


* Legit attendance on Broadway 
hit the skids again last week. Fever 
excitement of the pennant races in 
both leagues may have taken in- 
terest from show business, since 
the difference was especially not- 
able at matinees. However, the 
hard rain Thursday night (29> was 
also figured a possible factor. Bust- 
ness improvec 
day (30-1), but failed to overcome 
the ground lost earlier in the week. 

This week brings three openings 

the “Twelfth Night” revival, 
Monday night (3) at the Empire, 
and “Yes, M’Lord.” at the Booth, 
and the Gilbert and Sullivan series, 
at the Mark Hellinger, both arriv- 
ing last night ‘Tues.'. This week's 
single closing was “Anne of the 
Thousand Days,” at the Shubert, 
Next week adds two more entries— 
“The Browning Version” and 
“Touch and Go.” 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue) 
¥ ‘(Musical } O Opcretta), v 
( Vaudeville 

Other parenthetic figures refer 


fo seating capacity and top price, 
meciding 20%; aquusement tax. 
However arosses are net; t.e., 
(2 usive of ta 

“Anne of 1,000 Days,” Shuben 
35th wk! (D-1.361:; $4.80). Maxwell 
Anderson's historical drama closes 
Saturday night (8) after 288 per- 
formances; beginning its road tour 
next week in Boston: last week 
rose to over $22,000 

“As the Girls Go,” 
(37 wk) (M-1.900, $6 
this holdover Bobby Clark starrer 
sagged with the general conditions; 
$29,100. 

“Blackouts,” Ziegfeld (4th wk) 
(V-1,628: $4.80) Ken Murray's 
vauder also felt the prevailing 
trend; about $24,000 

“Born Yesterday.” Miller (191st 
wk) ‘(C-940; $2.40). Continued slip- 
ping with the field; $5,700. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(34th wk) ‘(D-919: $4.80). As al- 
ways, unaffected by general con- 
ditions; the absolute limit at $24,- 
100. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (28th 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Eased a trifle 
to nearly $21,000 

“Diamond Lil,” 


Broadway 


Plymouth (7th 
Also affected; 

$22,500 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” Beck 
(45th wk) ‘CD-1,214; $4.80). Ebbed 
slightly from the previous week, 
but still doing better in the larger 
house; almost $11,000: 


IN 3 ROAD STANDS Atm tiarding succeeds Ruth Hussey 


as star Oct. 17 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (19th wk) (R-2.964; $2.88). Mati- 
nee business, generally strong for 
the skating show, was offish Satur- 
day and Sunday (1-2). when base- 
ball broadcasts and telecasts drew 
big audiences; down to $35,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (40th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Same as usual, 
all the house will hold at better 
than $47,100. 

“Lend An Ear,” Broadhurst (42d 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). One of the af- 
fected entries; sagged to about 
$24 000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Royale 
(3lst wk) ‘CD-1.035; $4.80). Also 
slipped with the trend; $16,000. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (12th 
wk) (M-1.400: $6.60) Tapered off 
some, but still plenty hot at $43,- 
200 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (85th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Matinees re- 
flected the general downbeat, but 
the holdover smash was still great 
at nearly $33,000. 

“Sou Pacific,” Majestic (25th 

wk) (M-1,659; $6). Always gets the 
standee limit: $50,600 again. 
_ “Streeetear Name Desire,” 
Barrymore (96th wk) (D-920; $4.80). 
Slipped with the field; nearly 
$15,000. 

“Where's Charley?” St. James 
(‘Sist wk) (M-1,509; $6). Ray Bol- 
ger starrer seems to get stronger 
as the run continues; advance sal 
is building and, despite genera 
conditions, last week was capacity 

‘ again; $37,800. 


EVANS-BEST MILD 
"$11,400 IN BOSTON 


Boston, 4. 
Appearance of srton, Ort, © 
and Edna Best in “Double Bill 
‘tithe changed to “Browning Vere 
sion”) stirred some activity along 
Hub legit front last week. Okay 
notices and marquee names drew 
$11,400 at the 1,200-seat Wilbur. 
“Goodbye, My Fancy,” at Shue 
bert, not too strong, doing about 
$18,900 again for the second week, 





Friday and Satur. 


Receipts for , 


_ 
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Plays Abroad 


Summer Day's Dream 
London, Sept. 16. 


London Mask Theatre presentation of 
@rama in two acts by J. B. Priestley. Di- 
rected by Michael Macowan. At St. Mar- 
tin’s, —_ ~ a 8, *49. 

tephen Dawlis , 
es. Dawlish .. Eileen Thorndike 
Christopher Dawlish... John Westbrook 
Rosalie Dawlish ....+» Adrienne Corri 
— Shestova .. Adina Mandlova 

ranlyn Heimer John Salew 

Olaf Pooley 
Charles Lamh 


Herbert Lomas 


r. Bahru 
red Voles 





What the world will be like 25 
years from now is the fanciful idea 
developed by J. B. Priestley in his 
latest play. It is a subject which 
docs not eall for action, but there 
is plenty of talk, much of it stim- 
ulating and at times even irritating, 
with the inevitable result that it 
falls between two styles and will 
satisfy few customers. Its pros- 
pects cannot be rated very highly 

To develop his theme, Priestley 
has chosen a setting in Southern 
England in the year 1975, some- 
time after the atom bomb has de- 
troyed the heart of the Empire. 
The main problem of the few who 
are left on the island is what to 
eat for dinner, and what to do after 

-dinner. Into this calm, placid, and 
almost primitive atmosphere come 
three visitors from the other world, 
an Ar..erican businessman, a Soviet 
woman trade official, and an Indian 
scientist 

The three visitors’ mission is to 
plan the construction of a new in- 
dustria! development for the manu- 

facture of synthetic products. At 

End it hard to understand 
the resentment of the natives, but 
eventually are overcome by the 
spell and return to their own coun- 
tries with the intention of abandon- 
ing the project. 

Principal exponent of the back- 
to-the-land idea is an old man who 
has lived through the three world 
wars. This part is capably played 
by Herbert Lomas with fire and 
enthusiasm. Eileen Thorndike as 
his daughter-in-law, and John 
Westbrook and Adrienne Corri as 
his two grandchildren, handle their 
parts with polished competence, 
while the three foreign visitors are 

layed by Adina Mandlova, John 
Salew and Olaf Pooley, with sym- 
pathy and conviction. There is also 
a fine cameo by Charles Lamb, as 
a farm bailiff. Myro. 


King’s Rhapsody 
London, Sept. 16 


Tom Arnold presentation of musical in 
three acts (14 scenes), devised, written 
and composed by Ivor Novello. Directed 
by Murray Macdonald. Lyrics by Chris 
topher Hassall; choreography by Pauline 
srant. At Palace, London, Sept. 15, *49. 
rincess Cristiane Janessa Lee 

ikki ..Ivor Novello 
Countess Vera Lemainken Olive Gilbert 
Marta Karillos Phyllis Dare 
meen Elana of Murania Zena Dare 

ing Peter of Norseland Victor Boggetti 
Prime Minister Vanescu. Robert Andrews 
Count Egon Stanieff.. Denis Martin 
Princess Kirsten Pamela Harrington 


= | the<- 
Sana ae tity 


With an unbroken stream of 
winners, both straight and musical, 
this seventh mammoth spectacle of 
Ivor Novello’s shows every indica- 
tion of emulating the phenomenal 
success of the others. However, 
thin or improbable the story, this 

rolific author-composer-star has 
ound the magic knack of supply- 
ing the public with what it wants— 
color, glamor, romance, and that 
spot of sacrificial pathos that gets 


the women every time. With ad-_ 


vance ticket sales of $200,000 be- 
fore the show even opened, its stay 
at the Palace is likely to run into 
years. It was unanimously ac- 
claimed by audiences and press. 
Story is in the Walter Howard 
tradition of the Ruritanian era, yet 
obviously patterned along the mod- 
ern life story of ex-King Carol of 
Rumania and Magda Lupescu with 
all the vicissitudes of their love 
life. 
After 20 years in exile, a crown 
rince is secretly brought back by 
is mother. who smuggles him into 
the palace before his father’s death 
ineteeeneeneetientimeetindl 
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is made public. He immediately 
steps into the regal shoes and duti- 
fully marries a suitable princess, 
who obligingly provides him with 
an heir. All the time he is keeping 
intimate association with the for- 
mer opera singer for whom, and 
with whom, he was banished. De- 
spite his wife’s loyal attempts to 
screen his flagrant disloyalty to 
her and because his ministers are 
antagonistic to his reform plans, 
he is forced to abdicate. With a be- 
lated realization of mutual love, 
the royal pair are separated, he 
back to exile, she to bring up their 
son to serve his country. Story ends 

41 Farcer 


Lom. of.the, 


with the father a shadowy onlooker 
with a wistful yearning for what 
he has lost. 

Novello makes a dryly witty, 
philosophic figure of the middle- 
aged monarch, discreetly handling 
his love passages with the young 
bride. She is graciously, charming- 
ly played by a newcomer, Vanessa 
Lee, who migrated from under- 
study to marquee billing, and be- 
came a star overnight. She has 
lilting voice, poise and character 
and her future looks set. Zena 
Dare makes a brittle, amusing 
nitwit of the Queen Mother, 
and sister Phyllis looks maturely 
attractive as the woman be: 
hand the throne. Olive Gilbert 
has some of the best songs in the 
show, to which her rich contralto 
does full justice, and she makes a 
motherly lady-in-waiting to the 
i de. All supporting char- 
acters are competently cast. 

Music is generally tuneful and 
magnificently sung by an excellent 
chorus, and mountings and dress- 
ing are on a lavish, artistic scale. 
Dancing is bizarre and acrobatic 
and brings a gay abandon to an 
otherwise serious theme. Show 
runs overlong, and some of the 
prolonged ensembles could be cut 
to advantage. Clem. 
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| Buddy Clark 


Continued from page 2 














next broadcast. Last year, when 
Columbia Records ran its annual 
convention at Atlantic City, Clark 
planed from Hollywood to New 
York, and stepped from that into 
a smaller plane that got him to 
4.C. in the late afternoon of the 
final day of the convention, to help 
put on a show for distributors and 
dealers. Next day he took the same 
route back home (he was by then 
living in Hollywood). 

It was via Columbia Records 
that Clark, who'd just gotten out 
of the Army, started his comeback. 
His recording of “Peg O’ My 
Heart” three years ago gave the 


singer his first solid break. From | 


that, he got the Carnation broad- 


cast, and his sponsor was so taken. 


with Clark and his work that only 


——_ 


Columbia Records Corp. 
holds a minimum of backlog 
material by Buddy Clark, one 
of the company’s top vocal 
names. Circumstance is due 
to CRC’s desire, followed by 
most other major labels, not 
to record too far ahead with 
any artist due to the vagaries 
and unceftainties of public re- 
action to recorded music. 

In the past six months or 
more, all record companies 
have been confining cutting 
closely to only what they need 
in the immediate future, plus 
an occasional standard. As a 
result, Columbia's stock of un- 
released sides by Clark isn’t 
very big and is based mostly 
on pop tunes due for promo- 
tion within the next few 
months. 





ee 


recently former had revealed Clark 
could stay on their show “for the 
next 20 vears,” if he chose. 





Clark, 38, was born Samuel 
Goldberg, July 26, 1911, in Bos- 
ton. Son of a tailor, Clark first 


sang on WBZ, Boston, on Red 
Cross mattress program, then on I. 
J. Fox show on WEEI, simultane- 
ously studving law at Boston 
Northwestern law school. He quit 
law in °34, went to New York. 
Benny Goodman heard him sing, 
signed him for National Biscuit 
“Let's Dance” program, Clark's 
first web show. Pianist Sam Liner 
gave him the name of Clark. He 
sang on Lucky Strike’s “hit 
Parade,” the Ben Bernie show. 
Wayne King’s Chi show, and with 
Mark Warnow and Raymond Paige 
orchs. He joined Carnation in 
June, ‘46, and moved to Coast with 


lit in March "48. He starred in “Girl 


| Crazy” at Greek theatre here dur- | 

|ing summer, his first legit fling. 

| Clark leaves his wife, Nedra, | 
and a six-year-old daughter by that 
marriage, as well as a son, 13, and 
a daughter, 10, by his first wife. 


Latter was the adopted daughter | 
of the late Ralph Hitz, hotelman. | 
wife and children.reside in. 


His 
California. Clark also leaves his 
mother and a brother, Mack, music 


contact man. They flew west from | 


New York early Monday (3) for 
the funeral, which took place yes- 
terday (Tues.). 


Margaret Whiting Vice Clark 

Hollywood, Oct. 4 
Margaret Whiting will do the 
Bugz spor “Carn : 
tented Hour’ next Sunday (9) as a 
result of Buddy Clark's death in an 
airplane crash Saturday night (1). 
Other vocal and instrumental per- 
formers will be signed for subse- 

quent broadcasts 

Carnation Milk cancelled its pro- 
gram’'s fall opening the day after 
the crash with CBS substituting 
the “Romance” sustainer. Bank- 
roller, however, picked up the tab 
for the time costs. 

George Haskins, civil aeronautics 
authority official, has begun, probe 
into plane crash that killed Clark. 

Sam Hayes, newscaster; Mrs. 
Hayes, both suffered severe cuts in 
crash. Also injured were Bud 
Berend, western division § sales 
manager for NBC; Jennings Pierce, 
division station relations chief, 
who has a skull fracture, and pilot 
Ames Hayter! 

Plane made crash 
L. A. residential area. 


Play Out of Town 


Especially Mother 
Hollywood, Sept. 28. 


Garrison P. Sherwood production of 
comedy-drama in three acts (4 scenes) by 
Selena Royle and George Renavent. Di- 
rected by Geraid Mayer; scenery, George 
Robert Nelson and Bobb Nichols; lighting, 
Mildred Jackson At New Horizons the- 
atre, Pacific Palisades, Cal., Sept. 28, °49. 
Robert Powers LeRoy Henry 
Jackie Powers Marlene Aames 
Lenore Powers Selena Royle 
Thomas Hopkins Il James Metcalfe 
QO. P. Ditmar . George Renavent 
Dr. Paul Liovd Richard Egan 
Oscar Lunt Ivar James 


This is a good play—good for 
pictures and good for the stage. 
Selena Royle and George Renavent, 
both competent actors, have writ- 
ten a light. wholesome, amusing 
and delightful piece about the at- 
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tempts of a suddenly-widowed 
society matron to find her own 
feet amidst the realities of life. 


They also do an excellent job of 
playing two of the top roles in the 


opening performance at the New | 


Horizons ___ theatre Santa 


Monica. 


near 


“Especially Mother” might stand a 
chance on Broadway, although it is 
somewhat lacking in polished and 
| sophisticated dialog. Story has 
|Miss Royle pawning jewels, furs 
!and other belongings to keep the 
|home fires burning for her 11- 
| year-old daughter and her 12-year- 
old son; fixing the roof and the 
plumbing and trying to make her- 
| self useful after spending musi oi 
‘her married life as the chatelaine 
of a great mansion. 
of fortune comes when her hus- 
band hurls himself out of a sky- 
scraper window to avoid the shame 
of bankruptcy. She refuses the of- 
fers of marriage of James Metcalfe, 
a stuffy Babbitt who is always-try- 
ing to give her money. As the 
play opens she rents the guest 
house of the mansion, which is in 
Beverly Hills, to Renavent, a 
scientist. 

, First act serves to introduce the 
_ principal characters, including the 
daughter, an enormously fetching 
and precocious child who is 
stricken with polio at the first-act 
curtain. Renavent, who has helped 
by renting the guest house, turns 
out to be a world-famed scientist 
from Europe who is a specialist in 
the disease. He pulls the child 
through and, in the end, helps the 
mother to realize her desire to 
achieve independence by finding 
work, selling the mansion and pre- 
paring to embark on a useful life. 
Final act curtain comes down on a 
clever and effective scene in which 


the daughter brazenly insists that 
the scientist and her mother 
marry. 


Marlene Aames takes the acting 
honors as the daughter. At 11 she 
is a tremendously accomplished 
actress, without the brittle, belt- 
line perfection which abounds 
among thesping moppets in Holly- 
wood. Renavent is smoothly de- 
bonair and witty as the scientist. 
Miss Royle is excellent. Metcalfe, 
LeRoy Henry, Ivar James and 


With some rewriting and editing, | 


Sudden turn | 


| 





Play on Broadway 


Twelfth Night 


Roger Stevens production of Shake- 











are’s comedy in two acts (18 scenes). | 


eatures Arnold Moss, Frances Reid, Nina 
Foch, Carl Benton Reid. Philip panes. 
Henry Brandon, Harry Townes, Ruth . 
ders. 
ting and costumes, Louis Kennel. At 
Empire, N. Y., Oct. 3, "49; $3.60 top ($4.80 


DEE. sc cccboccoteoate cee Henry Brandon 
Curio ee oe Robert Hartung 
Ph ~c90ccnteke 0 eRe Michael Wyler 
tg gS Frances Reid 


Sea Captain .... 
First Sailor .... 
Second Sailor . 
Sir Toby Belch 


Winston Ross 
; Paul Menard 
Carl Benton Reid 


Maria Ruth Enders 
| Sir Andrew Aguecheek Philip Tonge 
Clown Harry Townes 
Olivia Nina Foch 
Malvolio Arnold Moss 


wor ren S wwe = 


May iti Waitin” 


Second Lady-in-Waiting ye “Helen Marcy 


Sebastian William Bromfield 
Antonio.. Walter Klavun 
Fabian Truman Smith 
Officer Winston Ross 
Second Officer Paul Menard 
Priest Tom Emiyn Williams 

This revival of Shakespeare's 
“Twelfth Night,” presented last 


summer at the Ann Arbor Drama 
Festival, is a lively, tasteful pro- 
duction, with several nice perform- 
ances. As the first straight play of 
the fall season ig,provides pleasant 
theatre, but appears to lack suffi- 
cient vitality for Broadway. 
Occasionally, as when Arnold 
Moss has the stage as the pompous 
Malvolio, or in the scenes between 
Frances Reid and Nina Foch, as 
Viola and Olivia, respectively, the 
show coalesces into effective the- 
atre. But other scenes drag, notably 


some of the comedy interludes, 
which abandon sivi y-ictiing for ta 
bored Shakespearean  horseplay. 


At times the lines are merely read, 
rather than elucidated, as if the 
players didn't entirely understand 
them. 

Moss is an excellent Malvolio, 
with clarity, amusing supercilious- 
|mess and authority. Miss Reid is 
| fine as Viola, making the incredible 
| male impersonation almost plausi- 
ble, while Miss Foch is lovely-look- 
ing and admirably direct as Olivia. 
Carl Benton Reid and Philip Tonge 
are acceptable as Sir Toby and 
Aguecheek, respectively 

Harry Townes is passable as the 
Clown, although his singing is in- 
adequate, and Ruth Enders is ani- 
mated as the serving wench, Henry 
Brandon does what he can to en- 
liven the stilted role of the Duke, 
William Bromfield is straightfor- 
ward as Viola's twin-brother, and 
Walter Klavun is hamstrung by the 
part of Antonio 

Valentine Windt's staging seems 
flexible and uncluttered in the 
more vital portions of the play, but 
it underscores the trying comedy 
pears. The production, designed 

y Louis Kennel, is a modest but 
effective arrangement of platforms, 
with backdrop. a few simple flats 
and some handsome drapes. His 
costumes are decorative. 

As a first Broadway presentation 
by Roger Stevens, a Detroit realtor, 
“Twelfth Night” is a promising 
start. The production reportedly 
| cost under $40,000 and is offered at 
| a $3.60 top. with a sizable section 
at $1.20. If legit is ever to get back 
on a sane economic basis, that is 
the direction it must take. Hobe. 


Off-B’way Shows 


| The Father 


August Strindberg’s “The 
Father” is acceptably, if unevenly, 
presented by Studio-7, one of the 
leading off-Broadway semi-pro 

| groups. In the cramped Province- 
town Playhouse, in Greenwich Vil- 
lage, N. Y., the Swedish classic pro- 
vides reasonably absorbing theatre. 
But whether it has the stuff for 
Broadway may be better indicated 
later in the season, if and when the 
eter Robert L. Joseph- 

ichard Krakeur production of the 
play, to co-star Raymond Massey 














and Mady Christians, is presented. 
| The battle of the sexes was no 


James Thurber whimsy to Strind- 
berg. In “The Father,”’ which is at 
least partly autobiographical, 
women and especially wives are 
perfidious, while paternity is an 


‘agonizing uncertainty. The drama’s 


rotagonist, an army officer who 
as apparently always been domin- 
ated by women, is finally tor- 
mented into violent insanity and 


dies in a strait-jacket at the cur- 
' tain. 


Possibly because he suggests too 
much strength for the part, Ward 
Costello isn’t entirely believable as 
the harried husband and father, 
but he gives an able performance. 


| 


| 
j 
' 


Directed by Valentine Windt; set- | 


..Yom Emlyn Williiams | 


| Stars” and “Regina.” with “Touch 


| 


‘Wednesday (28). 


Carl Jacobs is credible as the sanc- | 


but Anne Shropshire 


_timonious pastor, and Betty Miller | 
‘is convincing as the bewildered 
| daughter, 


seems self-conscious as the schem- | 


ing wife, and the others are no 


Richard Egan give good ye more than adequate. 


Gerald Mayer's direction is 


rate. Set by George Robert Nelson | 


and Bobb Nichols is perfect for 
the mansion's living room. Dag. 


> | 


The staging of John Stix doesn’t 
vary the single tone of the drama. 
Eldon Elder's single setting is ef- 


| 


' 


‘fectively atmospheric, despite dis- ' 





tracting scrims at each side. ang 
his — is particularly impres- 
sive considering the limited pro. 
duction facilities of the house. 


Hobe. 


The Silver Tassle 

Sean O'Casey’s hard-punching 
anti-war play, “The Silver Tassie ” 
is a taxing vehicle for semi-pro ac. 
tors, but despite an uneven per. 
formance it provides interesting 
and provocative theatre. Although 
it was written 20 years ago and is 
about World War I, the savage 
scorn and broad comedy of the 
piece remain pointedly relevant to. 
day. Even so, “Tassie” is too un. 
even and sprawling for commercial 
presentation. 

As produced by the Interplayers 
in the studio theatre at Carnegie 
“Hail, NIT. tne “SF Casey cvisiey= 





x., tiae 
drama has some funny and moving 
passages, but is frequently too de- 
manding for the mixed company of 
pro and amateur actors. At such 
times its wildly laughable or bit. 
terly stirring qualities are indi- 
cated, but not projected as they 
obviously should be. , 

The trouble appears to be not 
the limited production facilities of 
the small theatre or Interplavers’ 


necessarily skimpy budget, but 
rather lack of imagination and 
skill of staging and acting. There 
are acceptable, and in some in- 
stances even commendable, per. 
formances by Henri Beckman, 
Nancy Stiber, Bill Weaver, Jack 


Palance and Louis Criss, but some 
of the others are painfully inade- 
quate. Even so, this production of 
“Tassie” is a worthy example of 
off-Broadway stage. Hobe 


~ “a 


| 


| October May 


Continued from page 49 <——— 











confuse the theatre-booking situa- 
tion and complicate the availability 
of stars, they probably do harm to 
the theatre as a whole, though they 
obviously provide brief employ- 
ment for talent. 

Including this week's arrivals, 
nine openings are scheduled for 
October, compared to eight for the 
same month last year. Last month's 
only entry was “Blackouts.” which 
has been drawing good attendance 
but, because of various complicat- 
ing factors, is not a certainty to get 
a long run. Among the 10 open- 
ings during September, 1948. only 
“Edward, My Son” was a click. al- 
though “Small Wonder” had a fair 
run. . 

Of the eight arrivals 
October of last year, 
Lives” and “Where's Charley?” 
were hits, while “Summer and 
Smoke,” “Love Life” and ‘Life 
With Mother” had good runs. The 
current month's leading prospects 
appear to be the “The Browning 
Version,” “Montserrat,” ‘Lost in the 


during 
“Private 


and Go” a dark-horse revue. Other 
entries during the month include 
this week's “Twelfth Night” re- 
vival, “Yes M’Lord” and the Gil- 
bert and Sullivan series, plus the 
subsequent “People Like Us.” 
Slated for November presentation 
are Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
tanne in “I Know My Love.” Kath- 
arine Cornell in “That Lady.” ‘Sig- 
nor Chicago” and the “Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes” musical. 





Leigh’s ‘Streetcar’ Sock 
London, Oct. 4 

Vivien Leigh wowed the London 
critics who ventured to Manchester 
for initial tryout performance of 
“A Streetcar Named Desire” 
Show is sched- 
uled to open at the Aldwych here 
Oct. 12. 

Actress’ husband, Sir Laurence 
Olivier, also was praised for his j 
direction. 
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AVAILABLE 
Composer-Lyricist 


for 


Musical Comedy Show 
Nite Club Revues 


EDW. KENT 


Bex 12698, Variety 
154 W. 46th St.. New Work 19 
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FEMALE “a 
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Born i O! ready for new homes 
ne 


. 18. bloedlines—Gent!» and 
Carefully raised. | 


) | 
FIFTY DOLLARS ($50.) 
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15¢ Reprints 
ous competition for the 25c 
t-size publications is due via 
Engel’s Checkerbooks, which 
will sell for 15¢e. Tomes, which 
to 96 pages in four-color cov- 


ago and will reach the New 
York market next week. A mini- 
mum of 36 titles will be published 
yearly. Included will be series of 
whodunits from the library of Ba- 
gil Rathbone, chillers from the li- 
brary of Boris Karloff and adven- 
tures based on the “Terry and the 
comic strip. Novels in- 
clude Mike” Goia s""J€Ws Wiritout 
Money,” Ben Hecht’s “Florentine 
Dagger.” Charles M. Martin's “Lost 
River Buckaroos.” and Raphael Sa- 
batini’s “Mastey at Arms.” 

Engel has alfo pacited Hank Jan- 
gon, prolific British writer, for ex- 
clusive U. S. reprint rights. 

Geller’s Own Agency 

James Geller, wno created the 
writers department for William 
Morris agency in 1930, has gone 
into the agency biz specializing in 
literary, stage and screen material. 
He will handie about 15 authors, 
playwrights and screen writers. 

After building up the Morris de- 
artment with top writing talent, 
teller was story editor for War- 
ners and Universal. His offices are 
located in Beverly Hills, 


yi 


Panel for juve Writers 
Discussion meeting for juvenile 
writers, igured to be the most ambi- 
tious ever held, will be offered by 
the Authors Guild, at the Astor 
hotel, N. Y., next Wednesday (12). 
Oscar Hammerstein II, president 
of the Authors League of Amer- 
ica, the parent group. will intro- 
duce the speakers. who will in- 
ciude Bennett Cerf. of Random 
House; Vernon Ives. of Holiday 
House; Mark McClosky,. board of 
education of New York City; 
Franklin Watts. of Franklin Watts. 
Inc.; Virginia Mathews. of Bren- 

tano’s, and John Tunis, writer. 


Another Glam Author Pitch 

Highly unusual book exploitation 
campaign has been plotted by pub- 
licist Dick Taplinger for first novel, 
“Come, Take My Hand,” by Luli 
Kolisman. As Luli Deste she was 
well known on the stage and in 


films in Vienna and appeared in a | 


number of Hollywood pix between 

1937 and 1941. Taplinger is now 

selling her as “the most beautiful 

novelist in America” and sending 

out some 200 stills a day, as well 

as plugging her on video on that 
sis. 

With her Hollywood career fal- 
tering and her Austrian funds 
blocked by the war, the actress 
turned to operating a gas station 
and building cars back in 1941-42. 
A year later she married Paul 
Kollsman, an inventor. They now 
maintain an extensive home in 
Beverly Hills, recently acquired the 
Huntington Hartford estate at 
Ovster Bay, Long Island. and have 
an apartment in the Waldorf Tow- 
ers, N. Y.. where Mrs. Kollsman 
will entertain 150 newsmen and 
other guests next Monday (10) at 

ails and supper to mark pub- 
lication of her novel by Duell, 
Sloan & Pearce. Publishers have 
already accepted another novel, 
said to be somewhat autobiographi- 
cal, which she wrote earlier. She 
is now writing a third. 
" Her Hollywood pix include 

Thunder in the City.” “She Mar- 
ried an Artist.” “Sky Patrol” and 
‘Case of the Black Parrot.” 





“Matinee Tomorrow” Very OK 

“Matinee Tomorrow” (Whittlesey 
House; $5) is packed with nostalgia 
and information of the legitimate 
theatre from the time Mrs. Leslie 
Carter swung from the bell in 
‘The Heart of Marviand” to the 
tragic “Death of a Sa'esman.” 
Ward — Morehouse didn't do a 
voluminous work on the drayma as 
George D. C. O'Dell who has just 
finished his 15th volume of An- 
nals of the New York Stage and 
is only up to 1894. Instead. he has 
Written a history of the legit of 
the past 50 vears, in one volume 
that rates a kudo. 

You expect a book like this from 
a guy who has written four books 
on the theatre. three plays ahd has 
been a top working newspaperman 
and dramatic critic for over 30 
years. He is now the dramatic 
critic on the N. Y. Sun. With 
faqackeround like that he couldn't 

In “Matinee Tomorrow” he men- 
tions nearly all the plays since 
1898. He had missed some ‘maybe 
he didn't, maybe it was cut) but in 
a 340-page book you can just 
crowd in so much. and Morehouse 
has packed his pages with many 
interesting things about the legiti- 


|mate theatre. He tells you about 
the hits, mild successes and fail- 
jures. He gives you behind-the- 
Scenes stories of the hits and fail- 
ures. 
dotes and gives you capsule infor- 
mation about the many important 


‘and present; and even tells you 
their right names. 
| He has a chapter on critics and 
paints a mural of the old and new 
Broadway with his very capable 
typewriting fingers. 

It is a very interesting book for 
the playgoer and for everyone con- 
“ected wit the ‘iiezire 
playgoer it will bring back 
memories, to the actor and actress 
it tells how many a star was made 
more by fate than by their judg- 
ment of picking the right part 
Managers will get a bit of solace 
reading about the great managers 
that have passed up scripts that 
later have turned out to be ter- 
rific hits, and the playwright will 
learn that it has always been tough 
to place a manuscript 

Throughout the book vou have 
the feeling that Morehouse loves 
his theatre and its people and his 
job. He writes simply and doesn't 
clutter up the pages with unim- 
portant dates. It’s a swell job of 
research and writing 

Your theatrical book shelf will 
look naked without « volume of 
Ward Morehouse’s “Matinee To- 
morrow.” Joe Laurie, Jr. 


———_ 


Frazier on Bogart 

True Mag is rushing George Fra- 
zier’s piece on Humphrey Bogart 
for early publication. Article will 
also feature the strong correspond- 
ence between the two when the star 
objected to some of Frazier’s per- 
sonalities. Frazier has also lined 
up two pieces for Holiday on the 
Ritz-Carlton, Boston, and _ the 
Locke-Ober restaurant in the same 
town. Pageant has set Frazier’s 
selection of an all-star dance band, 
and an article on Judge Samuel 
Liebowitz. Cosmopolitan is publish- 
ing his piece on expensive Christ- 
mas gifts. 

Frazier who authored “Gentle- 
man of the Press” series on the 
Christian Science Monitor. for Col- 
lier’s, is currently working on a 
series for the same mag on the Port 
ef New York Authority. 


Romberg Testimonial Bio 
A testimonial to Sigmund Rom- 





berg’s love of music is Elliott 
Arnold’s “Deep In My Heart” 
‘Duell, Sloan & Pearce: $4.50), 


based on the composer's life. 
| Arnold's account of the tunester’s 
early life abroad makes pleasant 
reading, but carries little weight 
in its telling of his family 
relationship, school davs, social 
contacts and experiences in the 
Austrian army. 

Not until close to the midway 
_— when Romberg ventures to 

ew York, does the varn gain 
momentum, From his initial Goth- 
am job in a pencil factory to his 
present day road tours, the book 
is an appetizing item for show biz 
folk. Descriptions of Romberg’s 
first important job as a baton 
waver at Bustanoby's, N. Y., res- 
taurant, his association with J. J. 
Shubert and his other contacts in 
the musical and theatrical profes- 
sions make colorful reading. A 
complete list of tunes written by 
the songsmith and a similar tabula- 
tion of the shows he scored wrap 
up this readable if not too potent 
biography. 


‘The Information Film’ 

Educational film field has been 
analyzed in a book tagged “The 
Information Film,” which Colum- 
bia University Press is publishing. 
Author of the tome is Gloria Wald- 
ron, associate in the education 
department of the Twentieth 
Century Fund. Volume praises the 
possibilities of the motion picture 
in spreading knowledge, but asserts 
current 16m production and dis- 
tribution fail to cover their mar- 
ket adequately. 

Musselman’'s ‘Redhead’ 

“I Married a Redhead” ‘Crow- 
ell: $3) is author-screenwriter M 
M. ‘for Morris McNeil) Mussel- 
man's humorous storv of 10 years 
of wedded life with ‘five feet and 
99 pounds of personality.” It's also 
more or less the story of show 
business itself during the last 
quarter-century, taking the yvoung 
would-be writer and his bride, 
Milly June, “the cutest ingenue out 
of Chicago,” on a Chautauqua tour 
through the west and southwest, for 
an engagement with a _ fantastic 
stock eompany in Chicago. on a 
campaign to crash Broadway from 
a brownstone Broadway boarding 
house. through the frenzy of early 
sponsored radio, some dire skir- 


mishes with New York legit and 


He has many fresh anec- | 


“Toe ine 


| finally to the departure for Holly- | 
wood 


The Musselmans have obviously | 
enjoyed these somewhat hectic ex- 

periences (some more in retrospect 

than at the time, of course) and, 

‘despite the author's slight tendency 

to reach for comedy, their enjoy- 
j}ment is shared with the reader, 
| particulaly if he’s in show business. 


> Hobe. 





Irish Ban 19 Books 
people of the show business past | 


Holding them to be “indecent or 
obscene,” the Irish Censorship of 
Publications Board has put 19 
novels on the banned list: “A 
Corner of the World,” by Robert 
Shaplen; “Redemption,” by Francis 


Stuart; “The Wonder of all the 
Gay World,” by James Barke: “The 
Harder They Fall,” by Budd 
Senuipeérg; “Sun ana fieir. ~ tiv 
Stephen Lister; “Man-Made Mira 
cle,” by Theresa Charles: rhe 
Narrowing Lust,” by Madeleine 
Masson; “Miss Lonelyhearts by 
Nathanael West; “Just a Song at 


Twilight,” by John Lodwick: “The 
Copperheads,” by William Blake 
The Tiger and the Rose.” by 
Reginald Turnor; “The King and 


the Queen,” by Ramona J. Sender: 
“Somebody Must,” by Peter de 
Polnay; “Gus the Great. by 


Thomas W. Dunea; “A Night Out.” 
by Paul Renin; “The Woman of 
Rome,” by Alberto Moravia The 
Fable and the Flesh,” by Marcel 
Ayvme; “The Devil in the Flesh. 
by Raymond Radiguet: “Not Into 
Clean Hands,” by Louis Pauwels 
CFRATTER 

Spanish journalist - columnist 
Wenceslau Fernandes Florez in 
Portugai ior a iong vacation 

William Perrott appointed Holly- 
wood representative of the British 
theatricah yearbook, Spotlight 

Vincent Gage spending a month 
in Hollywood as travel editor for 
the Debutante Register Founda- 
tion. 

Town & Country Xmas cover 
will be a mild whodunit the 
Santa Claus whiskers will mask 
Ezio Pinza. 

Somerset Maugham, in Portugal 
for an indefinite stay, said he 
doesn’t intend to write any more 
for the theatre. 

Beverly Ott appointed western 
editor of modern screen, under 
supervision of Carl Schroeder, 
Hollywood manager. 

Emily Hahn in Lisbon from 
Paris waiting for her husband- 
writer, Ralph Boxer, professor of 
Portuguese at London U., at pres- 
ent lecturing in Brazil. 

Author Julio Dantas, president 
of Portuguese Academy of Arts. 
and playwright Luis Galhardo off 
to Switzerland to represent Portu- 
gal at the annual conferences on 
royalties. 

Grace Bechtold, ex-Doubleday 
and Macmillan, and Stanley Kauff- 
mann, author of three novels, 40 
plays and scripts for several radio 
shows, have joined Bantam Books 
as editors. 

Beatrice Fisher, California au- 
ior, completed biography on 
Mabel Butterworth, 66-year-old tap 
dancer and cartwheeler in Ken 
Murray's “Blackouts.” Book called 
“All in One Lifetime.” 

Gerald Clark, motion picture 
editor of the Montreal Standard. 
joined the “Double Crossbones” 
troupe at Universal-Internationa! 
to round up materia! for ea news- 
paper yarn, “I Was a Hollywood 
Extra.” 

Cosmopolitan mag has found it- 
self in a slightly sensitive position 
as result of the current Henry 
Morton Robinson serial, “The Car- 
dinal,”’ to which some Catholics are 
objecting but concerning which 
more Protestants have complained 

Cinema Souvenirs, Inc... is get- 
ting out 250,000 copies of a 48- 
page booklet. “Jolson Sings Again.” 
to go on sale Oct. 15 as a tieup 
with the Columbia pic. CSI is a 
subsidiary of Checkerbooks. Inc., 
new outfit which is publishing 15¢ 
pocket-size nove's. 

Jules Archer's collected mag 
pieces, issued in pocketsize book 
bore the title, “Sex, Life and You. 
Publishers, however, dropped a 
comma, making it “Sex Life and 
You.” His textbook on “How I Sell 
What TI Write” is skedded to appeat 
under Frederick Fell imprint in 
February 

Budd Schulberg’s five-parter for 
Collier's on life of Mike Jacobs 
earned the scripter $1 per word 
one of highest rates paid for non- 
fiction. Author is working on a 
new novel, “The Disenchanied.’ to 
be published by Random House in 
‘50. and has done three pieces fo: 
Holiday, three for Esquire and a 
short story for Colliers 

Dick Gilbert, KTYL disk jockeys 
has been tapped to do decord re- 
view column for Talk of the Town 
new Phoenix ‘Ariz.) weekly, which 
bows Oct. 28. He'll also cover the 
radio field. Amusement editor 
will be Larry Jones, who'll moni- 
tor the stage. screen and niteries. 
He's continuity director of station 
KOOL, Phoenix, and Variriy 
mugg for Arizona. 


“his first terévision shvuw 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Medicine Hat, Sept. 24. 

“Please, let’s do this right,” whispered my guide, who looked like the 
younger of the Smith Bros. You know, the one on the left, who looks 
as if the coughdrops had really done his beard some good. 

He led me to the adjoining table where enough people had left so 
that you could now see the strapless gowns. 

“Dad,” he said, “I want to intreduce you to a gentleman who first 
caught you in Greenpoint.” 

“Before this boy with the beard was born,” I added. “When all you 
had was a hatful of hats left over from the millinery store in Phila- 
de!phia.” 


7? 








He had come through 


° én . ei “0° eeogna 
at the mention of “Green 


It was his big night. 


3.54 
ariit 


His eyes were shining 
SUCCOENST ULES 
point” his eyes went practically neon with delight. 

“You caught me on the old Percy Williams circuit?” 
“First bounces were okay in that 
though.” 


“No?” he cried. 

“On the first bounce | said 
league. You weren't the headline: 

Oh yes I was!” he bridied 

“Mr. Frank Keenan was 

“Mr. Frank Keenan was not!” 

“I'm referring to your son's grandfather,’ I added, to keep the recor4 
clear 

“Mr. Frank Keenan,” he repeated, 
He was the ‘added’ attraction!” 

“Sure, sure,” I said. He wasn't the Chief. 
The only one billed ‘Mr.’.” 


“was not the headliner. I was. 


He was the Super-Chief. 


Jolie of TV 
“How do you like that?” laughed the Jolson of television. “At my 
own party I am reminded that | once played second fiddle to my own 
father-in-law. And by a Variety mugg, of all people!” 


Around us were crowds of well-wishers. The place was packed. 
Sardines would have picketed the joint if jammed in as tightly The 
nitery was called the @hanteclair At least it was that week. Ili lay 


on the Sunset Strin, to the west of Hollvwood. and seemingly hundreds 
had rushed from CBS several miles away to be the first to feed their 
well-fed bodies and toast to the host, though not necessarily the one 
who picked up the tab. They lined up and waited for food and drink. 
It looked like the subway gone formal 

If it had been a queue on Skid Row you would have said, “How 
terrible!’ But on the Strip such confusion, congestion and collapse 
is a sign of success. The perfect fool had made the perfect comeback. 
Ed Wynn was in. ’ 
Passport Pix Are Tougher 

He looked 25 years younger now than an hour before when he was 
on television. Maybe that's proof of what television cameras cun do 
to people's faces. Maybe it was because the strain was over. Anyway, 
after the show he was as full of bounce as a new cowhand on a bronc. 

Something touching had transpired at the end of the show. Wynn 
had introduced all the old guard——calling them up to the stage by name. 
Jack Benny, Burns and Allen. Jimmy Durante. You know, the F.F.V's-— 
First Families of Vaude. 

But the switch was that he had begun with Jack Holt. Why Jack 
Holt, of all people? Well. it seems Jack Holt was the guy that Mr 
Keenan’s daughter went with before Ed Wynn beat his time, and Holt 
had subsequently sort of settled for the role of watching over young 
Keenan Wynn from infancy 

It was too bad I hadn't stayed for the show after the show, people 
were telling me, for it seems the wisecracking Keenan had cracked 
under the ordeal and had ended wet-eyed and speechless before his 
father’s revived talents. 

‘l caught the show at Burton 
Wynn. “Holmes is my neighbo: 
villa—the one with Hollywood's first swimming pool. 
Philco.” 

“Burton Holmes?” cried the master of the night's revels. 
he like it?” 


Holmes’ place,” I explained to Ed 
Hie owns the old Francis X. Bushman 
He also owns a 


“How did 


Hollywood Strikes fT k 


“He thought you were terrific. But he said you'd better wait till vou 
get the reports on how your kineoscopic version hit New York. In fact, 
he rather enjoyed the thought of paying New York off for all the blurred 
offsets they've sent to the Coast in the last year. He said it couldn't 
affeci an old crock like you, of course, but he felt sorry for lovely 
Gertrude N-esen.” 


“Oh,” said Ed. 
saw here?” , 

“Listen,” I said. “Let me first preface my findings by telling vou 
that I wasn’t even invited to the world premiere of the Ed Wynn show. 
And I gate-crashed this party after | had caught the show from a paying 
customer's home. So | owe you nothing, Mr. Wynn, and when I say 
you're in, Mr. Wynn, I'm speaking of the net, not the gross. You have 
a beginning, middie and end—the first integrated show of its kind I've 
seen in video. You're in, and the Speidel Corp.—the guy with the bald 
head who looks like the Henry Kaiser of “Wrist-Bands—is in. too But 
tor how much, I don’t know. Twenty G. a week, would you say”’” 

“So you liked the show?" 


“Listen, Mr. Wynn, I'm telling you I got out of a chaise lounge in a 
cool beautiful hillside villa. 1 left a bottle of Old Sack and most con- 
genial company. I journeyed with Helen Colton and Martin Field 
through a maze of mayhem-minded drivers. I crashed this party on 
Helen Colton's telegram. ‘It's for three,” she said. and before the 
booncer could check that it was only tor two I had disappeared in thi« 
seething mass of dinner jackets and strapless gowns to teli you only 
one thing. You're in. Mr. Wynn 

“You really mean that. eh” 

(-Men, eh? 

“Listen, Mr. Wynn. and not too loud because your sponsor's in the 
next booth. He might see I'm not wearipe a Speidel wristband. Be- 
sides there may be G-men around 4s well as C-men. 

“C-men?” asked the Grimaldi of our time 

“Cohen-men,” I said Anyway, under the old OPA I was allowed 
to praise only four shows a year. I never was officially notified that 
the ceiling was off for me. So I'm taking a chance. I repeat, you win, 
Mr. In.” 


“Kineoscope, eh? But how did you like what you 


“You've been drinking. Mr Scully ” 

“In vino veritas. Mr. Keenan 

“L can quote you on this’” 

“What's to quote? I dont cateh shows. I catch people And if 


Winn 


you'll lend me one of your many hats 
You're video's perfect fuel.” 

“No tipping, no tipping. please he begged “This is all on the 
sponsor, and he would be distressed if a gatecrasher were caught tip- 
ping around the Chanteclair.” 

| shook hands, bowed and accepted Keenan Wynn, Hume Cronyn, 
Jessica Tandy, Helen Colton and Martin Field as escorts to the door 
It was my highest rating since heaved over the Austro-Italian border 
by three Carbinieri, four Alpinisti, 12 tascisti militia and a geek named 
Zeek. 

Like Wynn. I too have come up in the world. Maybe some day I'll 
get billed as Dir. and even be rated an added attraction. 


ee ee ee ee 


iil tip it to you, Mr 
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VARIETY 
Chicago 


| Eddie Cantor in town as star for | 
Electrical Living show, Oct. 1-9. 





CHATTER 


Broadway 


Betty Garde in from the Coast. 


54 Wednesday, October 5, 1949 


with Irish branch and leading ex- Hollywood 


hibitors. 
Gwendolyn Gray took over role; cianiey Kramer celebrated 36th 
birthday. 


of Veta in Illsley-McCabe produc- | 
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| Sarah Churchill during her straw- 
|hat stint in “Philadelphia Story” 
attracted top names in towns 
social register. 








Mrs. Jack La Rue off to Europe 
Friday (30) on the Nieuw Amster- 
dam. 

Stanton Griffis was sworn in in 
Washington last week as Ambassa- 
dor to Argentina. 

Ted Strong, veepee of Celebrit 
Service, planed in Monday (3) af- 
ter two months in Europe. | 

Charles Baker has gone over to 
MCA after resigning as assistant 
to talent agent Gloria Safier. 

Vivian Van Damm, managing di- 
rector of London’s Windmill the- 
atre, arrives in New York Oct. 12. 


‘ Danti in Ne York : : 
oun ae coat as ll noo at cot for one- | 2Pens at Blackstone, Nov. 1 with | the All-Ireland football final at Ron Alcorn joined Society of In- 
gt he ert > oe Spits!n y Uren se ; | Chester Morris in lead. Croke Park Stadium here last dependent Motion Picture Produ. | 

5 nighter in the Municipal Audi ; : ; ‘ ines - on 
Bie . : . Anne Jeffreys and Julie Wilson Week and turned exclusive rights cers. 
1icle torium, Oct. 22. It’s for members » ; qd : for filming match, biggest ever, to — - : 

Eddie Cantor, now that he’s of the Shrine only. of “Kiss Me, Kate,” and Thomas * the Irist . $ tional Fite, ‘Institute Mar} Kaye Trio moving into 
working for Eversharp, signs off all; University of Kansas City drama Mitchell, lead in “Death of Sales- ‘© “nish ™ : ’ —_ Frontier at Las Vegas next 4 
correspondence, “Yours forever- department casting for “Mistress ™4"., plus Jo Stafford, appearing wRilly De W 
sharp.” of Inn,” which opens school legit ®t the Chicago, all have throat W t illy De Wolfe, released from 

Gaby (Mrs. David) Smart season at the UKC Playhouse, Oct. trouble but continuing with their orcester — to rest at home for two 
(Esquire-Coronet, etc.) to Europe 24-29. ' performances. : ‘ Sam Wasserman of New Haven is a. Crosby planed in t k 
on a quickie holiday with her Dr. I. Q show beginning seven-| Arthur Godfrey checked in Fri- presenting weekly vaudeville at yi, wife to the — ital 0 take 
mother week booking at the Tower with day (30) for food editors’ confer- Auditorium. surgery Spital tor major 

_— lar NBC show, originating via ence at the Ambassador on behalf , : ile j a , , 

June Dunham, secretary to "e8¥ v, ; . ‘ MilRay line of girls in from New. Benny Rubin to Watsonville 

Metro studio publicity chief WDAF. Third time in town for of his Lipton sponsor. Godfrey york to open at Ye Olde Tavern, Salinas and Tulare for a series of 


Howard Strickling, in New York 
honeymooning. 

Susan Sulzberger, who was 
screentested on the Coast this sum- 
mer, now at the Neighborhood 
Playhouse School. 

Phil Regan says that now that 
he’s struck oil in Texas, required 
reading, along with VagierTy, is the 
Oil & Gas Journal. 

Composer Oscar Straus has 
decided to stay in Paris for several 
months to do some work before 
returning to the States. 

Director Raoul Walsh pianed to 
England over the weekend to scout 
backgrounds for Warner Bros. pro- 
duction of “Captain Hornblower.” 


Morton Downey, Tony and Sally 


tion of “Harvey” in Cork when, 


De Marco and Phil Regan planed 
in to entertain at party tossed 
former Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue Joseph Neonan for Su- 
preme Court Justice Tom _ Clark 
and Attorney General J. Howard 
McGrath past Saturday (1). 


Kansas City 
By John Quinn 
Don Davis, president of WHB, 


serving as Coronation Ball commit- 
tee chairman of American Royal 





the Mars show. 

Show people at the Democratic 
testimonial dinner for William 
Boyle last Thursday (30) included 


Grace McTernan, Vera Clare Mc- | 


Nary and Phil Regan. 

Virginia Tribbey, hometown gal, 
who was on second RKO Palace 
bill playing the Missouri last week, 
honored between acts with pres- 
entation from students of West- 


port High. 
India 


By N. V. Eswar 
The Indian government has sent 
18 students to the U. S. to study 
film production at the U. of South- 


Paul Robeson concerted here | 


by over weekend with no trouble and | 


/no press. 
| Gene Fowler due in town to 
confer with Thomas Mitchell about 
film script they are penning to- 
| gether. is 

Nelson Algren back from Euro- | 
pean junket in time to see his 
“Man With Golden Arm” hit best- 
| seller list. 

Studs Terkel, Chi disk jock and 
scripter, in N. Y. rehearsing role 
of the reporter for Chicago com- 
pany of “Detective Story” which 


also appeared at the Coast Guard 
convention with Jack Dempsey, 
Oct. 1 at Hotel Sherman. 


Rio de Janeiro 


By Mario Lopes 
Sao Paulo’s Experimental The- 
atre Co will preem “A Mulher do 
Prozimo” (“Next Fellow’s Wife”), 
at the newly renovated Copacabana 
ineatre. 


Clubs and public 


| 


places using 


| juke boxes or pickups of recorded 
| 


music will have to pay a $900 year- 
ly premium to the Sociedate Bra- 
sileira de Autores Teatrais. 


With disk. sales on the upbeat, 


Mabel Home died suddenly. 
Warblers Anne Ziegler and Web- 
ster Booth, husband-wife team, in 
Belfast for two concerts at Gros- 
South Africa, Australia and 
Irish Minister for Education 
Richard Mulcahy has okayed visits 
during school hours to Regal 
Rooms Cinema here by parties of 
schoolchildren to see the French 
film, “‘Monsieur Vincent.” 
Gaelic Athletic Assn. 
barred newsreel cameramen from 


West Brookfield. 

Sam Hamid, operator of White 
City Park, and brother cf George 
Hamid, will winter in Syria. 

Roadshow bookings for the Audi- 
torium include “Student Prince,” 
“Merry Widow” and “Brigadoon.” 

Heywood Hale Broun, tormer 
sports writer, joined tutnam, 
Conn., Lakeside theatre as an ac- 
tor 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Georgie Price follows Hilde- 
garde into William Penn hotel on 
Oct. 10. 
Louis Prima missed several one- 


vgner Hall after 40,000-mile tour | 
ims) 
New Zealand. 


toppers 


Rita Lupino changed her f{ 
| name to Cathy Heath. = 


| Don Hartman soaking u ~ 
| shine in Palm Springs. ’ om 


Evelyn Keyes out of hospital 


| after minor eye surgery. 
| Walter Lantz in town after tour- 


ing British Columbia. 

| Bob Hope to Duluth to take part 

'in Minnesota Centennial. 

| Glenn Ford laid up while “White 

| Tower” shoots around him. 
Corinne Calvet returned from 

six weeks of personal appearances, 


police benefits. 

Joseph Cotten in from Italy for 
interior shooting on Paramount's 
“September.” 

Jimmy McHugh donated two 
respirators for children to the L. A. 
County Hospital. 

Ida Lupino directing “Never 
Fear” from a wheelchair, with a 
dislocated ankle. 

Gov. Frank Carlson, of Kansas, 
guest of honor at luncheon at Mo- 
iid Prcture Center 

William Demarest, Andy Devine 
and James Craig signed for tour 
of Veterans Hospitals. 

Sid Grauman will be guest of 
honor at dinner tossed by Holly- 
wood Chamber of Commerce. 


George Jessel scheduled as ern California. top Brazilian singers are new get- 4 -y ‘= “ . Sophie Tucker will be the first (¢ 
toastmaster at N. Y.'’s Variety Documentary Unit of India, ting around $400 a month in royal- 4Y dates in this territory because femme to invade the Hollywood 
Club Tent 35 inaugural dinner headed by Paul Zils, in Bombay ties, while composers, according to cr. ; Jackie Heller’ Friars’ Monastery as guest of 
Oct. 27 at the Hotel Astor. filming Minoo Masani’s best-seller, the Editora Toda America, are net- . - op! at vackle ~ _ honor. 

Robert E. Sherwood, couturier “Our India,” in both Hindi and ting $350 per hit. Pittsburgh nies a  f 
Christian Dior and pianist Benno = a eet of . Over $15,000 will have to be Bob Post handling publicity for Australia 
Moiseiwitsch among yesterday's py) -~ St ‘tio ief of Bombay's spent by the city to remove defac- pew Plantation Room at Gus Kit- 

(Tues.) arrivals on the Queen Eliza- {''™ --& tu — amy | a ing marks on the municipally-own-  gijas’ Colonial Manor. By Erie Gorrick 
beth. William Dieterle in, too. journalists at Bombay's Taj Mahal eq Opera House, which was tarred Noble and King go to the Thun- Bodenwieser Ballet is giving 


Robert S. Taplinger’s public re- 
lations firm opening a London of- 
fice headed by John A. Stephen, 
former liaison man for Scophony, 
Ltd. 

Priscilla Morley, magazine model 
and wife of Hank Linet, Univer- 
sal’s eastern ad chief, back home 
aftcr several months at the Brook- 
lyn Thoracic hospital. 


hotel, after returning from a tour 
of Switzerland, France and Eng- 
land. 

“Mr 


20th’s Belvedere 


for a second 
Globe, Madras. 


Plans for a floating film house El 
with attached restaurant and swim- 


Goes to 
College” goes into its fourth week 
at the Strand, Bombay, while Col.’s 
“Song of India” is being held over 
week at the New 


by the Communists when Plinio 
Salgado, boss of the Green Shirts 
Integralistas, delivered his presi- 
dential campaign speech. 


Las Vegas 


Sophie Tucker due Oct. 
Rancho Vegas. 
Club Bingo, starring Buddy Baer, 


12 at 


derbird in Las Vegas when they 
wind up at Monte Carlo. 

Max Shabason, Metro salesman, 
is at homeoffice for month to take 
executive training course. 

Ray Boyle and his wife, Gerry 
Jedd, on acting roster of Cleve- 
land Playhouse this season. 

Dennis Morgans stayed over for 
an extra day so they could take in 
Hildegarde’s Terrace Room open- 





series of shows in Sydney. 

_ RKO’s “Joan of Arc” is still play- 
ing at the Century, Sydney, for 
Hoyts. 

“Oklahoma!” will play Adelaide 
and Brisbane before debuting in 
Sydney for Yuletide under the Wil- 
liamson-Tait banner. 

Merry Macs, now a hit at Tivoli, 
Melbourne, for Dave Martin, will 
also do some broadcasting and pos- 








Paramount roducer Richard ming pool are being mapped out ~ : ibly i < 1 
nasiiemm ond vite sailing today | by Ambalal Patel, owner of Bom- ay ane ot ing. = ee date during Aus ‘ 
| aboard the Queen Elizabeth bay's Central Camera Co., whose Sage Sesion. Wesel oateess Wie |" Gisewk 
(Wed aboar , ~ ae lls for 3,000-seat th Hotel Thunderbird, so management was with White Barn theatre all rawhats getting ready for local ‘ 
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g2 cities but, through the maxi- 
mum efforts of either American 
Telephone & Telegraph or the sta- 
tions themselves, it was possible to 

five more for the series. These 
include Columbus, Cincinnati and 
Dayton, for which the A.T.&T. has 


rushed completion of its cable spur | 


line several weeks ahead of sche- 
dule, and Louisville and Utica. 
WAVE-TV. the Louisville outlet, 
built a string of microwave an- 
tennas west to Cincy to pick up the 
signal from that city, while WKTV, 
wave -piataom Ha~-E ies, eghieved. the 
one thing with a string of ‘moun- 
tain-top relay towers to Schenec- 
tady. 

Final loose ends to the Series 
pickups were tied Monday (3) with 
the announcement from Baseball 
Commissioner A. B. (Happy) 
Chandler of the radio and TV an- 
nouncers for the games. Red Bar- 
ber and Me! Allen will be teamed 
for the AM coverage, with Jim 
Britt of WBZ, Boston, doing the 
play-by-play for video. As was ex- 
pected, the camera crews which 
carried the regular season games 
of the two pennant winners will 
have the Series honors. That 
means that all games played at the 
Stadium will be fed to the TV pool 
by the DuMont crew, supervised 
by Harry Coyle. Games played at 
Pibets Fictd, Rrecklyn, wil) he 
picked up by the CBS-TV crew, di- 
rected by John Derr. 

(Radic pickup is to be carried 
exclusively by the Mutual web. 
Gillette Safety Razor is sponsoring 
both the AM and TV coverage, 
through the Maxon ad agency.) 

Gillette’s ultimatum to the TV 
stations to carry the games with no 
pay for time charges has resulted 


in only three definitely turning 
down the games. These are 
WMAL-TV. Washington; WMAR- 


TV, Baltimore, and WATV, New- 
ark. Since all other stations in the 
three market areas will be cut in 
on the pool, fans in no city within 
transmitting range will be de- 
rived of the Series. WTMJ-TV, 

ilwaukee, which had previously 
turned down the Series, returned 
to the fold this week. 

TV pool and Mutual are making 
no provisions for kinescoping the 
Series pickups, which might have 
been used for delayed broadcasts 
on non-interconnected stations, 
such as those on the Coast. Ac- 
cording te a Mutual spokesman, 
the games will obviously be dead 
issues five minutes after the final 
utout and thus there would be too 
ittle interest in the kinescopes to 
make the cost worthwhile. He 
noted, however, that the various 
TV newsreels would run five or 
six-minute filmed highlights of the 
games each evening. 


Series’ Peak Theatre 
Video Coverage Also 


Television coverage of the 
World Series, this year in addition 
to playing to the largest single 
audience ever to witness an event 
in homes and taverns, will also 
have the largest theatre TV audi- 
ence in history. At least five thea- 





tres in four different cities will 
transmit the games via _ large- 
screen video and several more 


were dickering with Commissioner 
Chandler yesterday (Tues.). 
Ineluded in the list are Fabian’'s 
Fox theatre, Brooklyn; the Pil- 
grim, operated by Sam Pinanski's 
American Theatres, in Boston: the 
State-Lake, Chicago, operated by 
Balaban & Katz, and two Milwau- 
kee houses, owned by the St. 
Cloud Amus. Corp. Brooklyn and 
Boston theatres, under arrange 


ments worked out by Si Fabian * 


and his theatre TV consultant, 
Nate Halpern, will utilize RCA 
direct projection units, while the 
Chi house will use Paramount's 
intermediate film method. Mil- 
Waukee theatres are using small- 
sized RCA units, which throw 
only a 7x9-foot picture. Latter two 
will use their regular theatre audi- 
toriums but it is believed unlikely 
the screens will be visible from 
all parts of the houses. 


Bid by the Comerford circuit, 
meanwhile, to transmit the Serics 
into two of its houses in Scranton, 
ra., was nixed by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Circuit 


desired to cut in on a pickup of the | 


TV station operated by the Scran- 
ton Times, which is carrying the 


Series as a special part of a State 
Fair celebration going on in Scran- 


C nued from page 1 


Audience 


ton this week. Since the station is 
still operated on an experimentai 








| license, however, the Federal Com- | 


munications Commission would 
|permit no commercial use of its 
transmissions and thus turned 
down the Comerford application. 


In Chi B&K toppers had 
planned to carry the games on the 
, Chicago house screen through Oct. 
6, and then switch over to the 


State-Lake to make room for the 
Danny Kaye stage show Oct. 7. 
But at the last minute, the film, 
outfit decided to carry the games 
at the State-Lake alone, so there'd 
be no interference with the regu- 
lar Chicago theatre programs. 

It’s also decided to charge $1.25 
admission, which represents a 
change from the original pJans to 
keep the fee at 98c, the regular 
afternoon price. However, no con- 
cession will be made to the instan- 
taneous telecasting that’s the 
special value of theatre TV. 


Games will be flashed “as soon 
as possibie” which means that 
regular TV viewers will probably 
catch the games well ahead of the 
B&K patrons. There’s some doubt 
expressed in tele circles here 
whether Chi filmgoers will lay out 
the extra cash to catch the games 
on a large screen, when they can 
get them sooner and cheaper at 
oie, vi ith Lice iocai pubs. 

However, B&K brass believe the 
theatre showing will be a great 
promotional boost for theatre TV, 
and are going full ahead on that 
premise. 
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been invited to the demonstration 
at Ovster Bay have been extreme- 
ly enthusiastic about the process. 
They assert that it provides un- 
equalled realism— the closest ap- 
proach yet to success in the tri-di- 
mensional field. Getting depth on 
the screen in ihe manner of the 
old stereopticon slides has been 
subject of industry experiment for 
years. A number of development 
labs have claimed to be near suc- 
cess in recent years and the Rus- 
sians in early 1948 opened a pic- 
ture in Moscow, “Robinson 
Crusoe,”’ which they claimed licked 
the tri-dimensional problem. Pic 
has never been shown here, how- 
ever. 
No Obsolescence 

One of the features of Waller’s 
system is that it does not make all 
the pix in film company vaults ob- 
solete. 
all be shown tri-dimensionally. 


Industry for several years has 
| seen three-dimensional films as a 
' possible development to give a 
' hypo to pictures. They compare it 
with the introduction of sound in 
the late ‘20s. which restored public 
interest and enthusiam in films 
when theatregoers were starting to 
exhibit waning response to films. 
They hope the three-dimensional 
pix will give the same boost as 
sound did. 
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Audrey Totter 
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sonality gives the patients some- 
thing to talk about for afull year. 
In several hospitals in the south, 
Miss Totter was the second film- 
ster to make a tour within the last 
12 months. She followed John Ho- 
diak, and the patients still talk 
about him. she said. Many asked 


With three prints, they can 





| cause it’s a girl to talk to, and the 
femme patients ‘ex-nurses, Wacs, 

| Waves, etc.) like to talk about the 
male stars. 

| In all cases there’s a salutary ef- 

| fect and it gives them the feeling 


that they haven't been — 


_ by the outside world. 

Miss Totter similarly stressed 
the fact that visiting Hollywood- 
‘ians do a tremendous public rela- 
tions job for the film industry. The 
family tells another. Miss Totter 
stated that her studio, Metro, real- 
izes the importance of these tours. 
| Although slated to do retakes on 
|“Tension,” they're being delayed 
until her tour is over. 

Although the vets are the cheer- 
iest group, the person getting the 
biggest lift is the star making the 


eee 4) Beene on + wee ~ ->- a a a 
tour. Wind "2 0UT Wiis Tas “jae 


viously visited hospitals, mainly on 
the Coast, said she'll try to get 
other film personalities to follow 
suit. One drawback in getting 
others to go out, she stated, is the 
fear by many that a VHCS Stour 
is being taken because of the at- 
tendant publicity. This has to be 
broken down so that vets can get 
more than one annual visit from 
film people. 

VHCS currently has 
tours for Mark Stevens, Cornel 
Wilde, Janis Carter, Bill Demar 
est, Tony Martin and Cyd Charisse, 


William Lundigan and _ others. 
Heretofore, VHCS has concen- 
trated on installations in remote 


centers. However, they'll now try 
to get filmsters visiting New York 
and other cities to devote a little 
time in metropolitan hospitals. 
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same night and CBS hopes the ad- 
jacency will build a strong enough 
audience to puli in a sponsor. 

Web is returning its “Film The- 
atre of the Air” into the vacated 
Tuesday night spot, which means 
the hour will probably continue in- 
definitely on a sustaining basis. 
Latter program, comprising old 
U. S. 


and, with Berle continuing to draw 
up to 80° of the share of audi- 
ence, represents virtually a slough- 
off hour for CBS. 

During the two weeks that CBS 
aired the all-Negro vaudeo show 
opposite “Texaco,” incidentally, 
Berle featured as guest talent 
Duke Ellington and his orch, Bill 
R«'‘inson and Jackie Robinson. 
Consequent cut-in on the amount 
of top sepian talent available to 
CBS is also believed to have fig- 
ured in the web’s decision to trim 
the show to a half-hour. 


MARRIAGES 


Ruth McGough to Lloyd W. Mil- 
| ler, Coronado, Cal., Sept. 25. Bride 





is secretary to Benedict Bogeaus, | 


film producer. 
Eileen Heissinger to John G. 


Kerasotes, Sept. 25. He's Spring- | 


field, Ill., manager of the Senate 
theatre there. 

Barbara Briar to Arthur Drei- 
fuss, Virginia City, Nev., Sept. 27. 
Bride is an actress; he's a produc- 
er-director. 


Helen Gilbert to Jack Durant, in the mist into Mount Popocate- | 


Las Vegas, Sept. 28. Bride is an 
| actress, 

Jane Zeisser to Jack Nelson, 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 28. Both are in 
“Ice-Capades.” 

Beverly Baker to Scotty Beckett, 
Las Vegas, Sept. 28. He's a film 
actor. 
| Lucy Mitchell to John Boyle 
Stafford, New York, Oct. 1. Bride 
is a member of the production 
staff of the Playwrights’ Co. 

Anne Henderson to Dan Barton, 
Chicago, Sept. 6. Both are legit 
players; he’s with the touring com- 
pany of “Mister Roberts.” 

Maura Noctor to Brendan Me- 


lined up) 


and British films, is one of | 
the least expensive possible to air | 


| 


OBITUARIES _. 


Fl 


SUE MORGAN 


' 
Sue Morgan, who had been chief 
operator of Variety's telephone 
service for more than 20 years, 
died in New York, Oct. 1. She was 
the wife of William Walden, but 
was universally known in show 
business by her maiden name. She 
had been hospitalized for several 
months for treatment of a kidney | 
ailment, but a cerebral hemor- 
rhage was the cause of death. 
Funeral will be from the chapel 
of Quinn’s Mortuary, 36-10 Broad- 


way, Astoria, L. L, at 9:30 


a.m. | 

of Mount Carmel 

Astoria. 
husband 


at 10 at Lady 
R. C. Church, 

Survived by 
Sister, 


and a 


. BUDDY CLARK 
Buddy Clark, 38, radio and rec- 
ord singer, was killed in an air- 
plane crash in Hollywood Satur- 
day (1). 
Details on Page two. 


RAY C. WAKEFIELD 

Ray C. Wakefield, 54, former 
member of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, died Sept. 29 
in Washington, D. C 

Wakefield, a Republican from 
California, was a Commissioner 
until June, 1947. He later repre- 
sented the State Department in 
Geneva, Switzerland, on the Provi- 
sional Radio Frequency’ Board. 
Tigi to its ECS apyouiinene i 
i941, he was a member of the Cali- 
fornia Railroad Commission for 13 
years. He had previously been a 
deputy district attorney of Fresno 
county. He was born in Fresno and 
was a graduate of Stanford Uni- 
versity. 

As a member of the FCC, Wake- 
field was credited with effecting 
reductions in radio communica- 
tions, cable and telegraph 
which saved the public $2,500,000 
a year. 

Survived by wife and two chil- 
dren by a previous marriage. 








MME. ROSA OLITZKA 
Mme. Rosa Olitzka, 76, a former 
leading contralto of the Metropoli- 
tan Opera, died Sept. 29 at her 
home in Chicago. 


Born in Berlin, she made her 
concert debut there in 1891 
and her operatic debut in Brunn 


in 1892. The next year she sang 
at the court opera in Hanover. 

From there Mme. Olitzka went 
to Covent Garden, London, where 
Walter Damrosch engaged her for 
his German Opera Co. in New 
York. She sang with this com- 
pany from 1895 to 1897, when she 
was engaged by the Met. 

Although her chief roles were 
| Wagnerian, she sang in the first 
| Metropolitan performance ot “The 
| Magic Flute” on March 30, 1900. 
She later sang with the Chicago 
Opera Co. 

Mme. Olitzka was the widow of 
' Boris J. Sinai, Chicago insurance 
executive. 


BLANCA ESTELA PAVON 

Blanca Estela Pavon, 23, young 
Mexican pic actress, was killed with 
her father, Francisco, and 23 other 
passengers, when a Mexican Avia- 
tion Co. transport plane crashed 





petal, 50 miles south of Mexico 
City, Sept. 26. She'd just inked 
for 12 Mexican pix, this year and 
next. 

Miss Pavon was also a radio 
star. She began her pic-radio ca- 
reer at the age of 13. She had 
dubbed in Spanish the voices of 
Vivien Leigh in “Gone With the 
Wind” anc Ingrid Bergman in “An- 
gel Street,” as well as those of 
| Anne Baxter and Deborah Kerr in 
various pix. Mother, a _ brother 
and two sisters survive. 

JACK BANNAN 
John F. (Jack) Bannan, 49. Uni- 


to be remembered to him and be- Shane, Dublin, Sept. 22. Both are versal Pictures branch manager in 


fore departing she was asked to 

‘send more stars out on visits. 
More important, Miss Totter 

stated, is the lift given to the pa- 


tients by visiting stars. All the 
major li minaries are known to 
the hospitalized because major 


films hit the hospitals before they 
hit the commercial circuits § in 
many instances. Although this is 
the most important preparation 
for a visit, the Veterans Hospital 
Camp Shows also prepare the pa- 
tients with announcements of the 
|impending visit. By that time the 
hospitalized know what questions 
they want to ask. Each visit is 
over in @ few moments, but it’s ap- 
parently enough to keep them 
talking for a long while. 


There are different reactions 
from all types of patients, Miss 
Totter stated. The youngsters are 
interested in Hollywood and the 
stars, the older men like it be- 


with the Bernadette 
Dublin. 

Violet Imogene Carlson to John 
Beaham, New York, Sept. 25. He's 
in cast of “The Madwoman of 
Chailot.” 

Mrs. Mary Grant to Vincent 
Price, Tijuana, Mex., Aug. 25. Bride 
is a costume designer tor films; he’s 
a stage and screer actor. 

Penny Smith to Jim Lounsbury, 
Chicago, Sept. 10. Bride is a radio 
singer; he’s a disk jockey on WIND, 
Chicago. 


Players in 


American Giazz 
Rome, Sept. 20. 
Two popular disks at a beach 
dance resort in Sardinia are a med- 
ley of John Philip Sousa’s march 
tunes, played in dance tempo, 
called “American Giazz,” and a 
complete rewording of “Yiddishe 
Mama,” called “Dolce Mamina” 
(“Sweet Little Mama”). 
Italian songwriter gets credit. 


Milwaukee, died at his home there 
Sept. 28 following a heart attack. 
Bannan joined Universal as 
branch manager in Cincinnati in 
1941, In 1945 he was transferred 
to Chicago as branch manager and 
in 1947 to Milwaukee. 
Survived by wife 
children. 


JOSE LOPEZ PRUDENCIO 

Jose Lopez Prudencio, 80, died 
Sept. 20 at his farm in Badajoz, 
Spain. He was a veteran journal- 
ist, and before the Spanich Civil 
War had been the leading dra- 
matic and literary critic ofl 
A. B. C., large Madrid daily. 
CHARLES C. LAZARUS 

Charles C. Lazarus, salesman for 
M-G-M, working out of the Detroit 
Exchange, was killed Oct. 2 when a 
private plane in which he was a 

ssenger crashed at Grand Rapids. 


ich. 
Survived by wife and two sone 


and three 





today (Wéd.7, with a Kegiiiem mass] 
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MABEL HOME 


Mabel Home, 52, legit actress, 
died Sept. 23 at Cork, Ireland, 
where she was playing in the 
Illsley - McCabe Production of 
“Harvey.” She started her career 
as a singer, later appearing in 
musical shows in which she had 


many successes. 

Survived b husband, Prof. 
George H. P. Hewson, organist and 
choirmaster of St. Patrick's Cathe- 
dral, Dublin, and a daughter. 


ADRIENNE KROELL 
“Adrienne Kroeii.” 357. 
actress, died in Evanston, 
Oct. 2. 

Miss Kroell began her stage ca- 
with the St. Louis Stock Co. 
She later went to Chicago where 
she was general understudy in 
“Stubborn Cinderella.” 


WILLIAM O. MUNN 


William O. Munn, 56, former 
20th-Fox home office cashier, died 
at his home in Roselle Park, N. J., 
Oct. 3. He had retired in 1948 after 
30 years of service with 20th. 

Survived by wife and three sons. 


GERHARD FOERSTEL 

Gerhard Foerstel, 58, violinist 
with the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
for 28 years, died Oct. 1 in that 
city. 

Before moving to California in 
1920 he pnlaved with the Philhar- 
monic orchestra in Leipzig. 


DRAYTON W. POWELL 
Drayton W. Powell. 74, theatre 
owner, died at Marshall, Tex., re- 
cently. 
From 1910 to 1930 he owned and 
operated the Grand and _ then 


- 


leased it until 1927 when it burned. 


SEABOURNE F. KERSLAKE 


Seabourne F. Kerslake, 84, 
former animal trainer with the 
Barnum & Bailey, Ringling Bros. 
and Hagenbach & Wallace cir- 


, cuses, died in Gill, Mass., Sept. 29. 
i — 

Mrs. David Gould, 49, wife of 
the former United Artists manager 
in the Philippines, died Sept. 24, 
following a heart attack, aboard 
the S. S. President Monroe en 
route to New York. Survived by 
her husband, who was with her on 
the boat, and two sons. 

Mrs. Florentine Silver, 91. widow 
of the late Herman Silver, and 
mother of Morris Silver, head of 
own Chi taient agency, died in Chi- 
cago, Sept. 27. 


| Ashton Jarry, 71, well-known in 
Australia for many years in British 
plays under the J. C. Williamson 
management, died in Sydney after 
a short illness. 





Father of George Cochran, Rep 
Salesman in Pittsburgh and former 
business manager of MPTOA in 
Western Pennsylvania. died at his 
home in Brookiyn, N. Y., Sept. 23. 


N. R. Riechlin, oldtime U. S. dis- 
tributor and former Metro mana- 
ger in Madrid and Paris, died in 
Rio de Janeiro. 





Dave Candy, 64, father of Louis 
Candy, Variety rep in San An- 
tonio, died in Dallas, Sept. 15. 

Father, 76, of William Hanna, 
Metro cartoon director, died Sept. 
24 in Hollywood. 


Mrs. Nellis Voris, 84. retired 
concert pianist, died Oct. 1 in Los 
Angeles. 





Wife of Nat Liebskind, former 
general manager for RKO in South 
America, died in New York last 
week. 


—_— —_—_s 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Lee Smith, 
daughter, Fort Worth, recently. 
Father is control room operator for 
KFJZ there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Arno Mueller, 
daughter, Forth Worth, recently. 
Father is an accountant at KFJZ 
in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Marcus Goodrich, 
son, Hollywood, Sept. 27. Mother 
is Olivia De Haviland of the films. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Liguori, 
daughter, Westchester. N. Y., Sept. 
28. Father is with RKO Thea- 
tres publicity dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hy Averback, 
daughter, Hollywood, Sept. 24. 
Father is a radio announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Ramsby, 
daughter, Chicago, Sept. 26. Father 
is staff vocalist at WBBM there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mannie Greenfield, 
son, New York, Sept. 27. Father is 
head of publicity firm bearing his 
name. 
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RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS | 
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Survey of retail disk best 
sellers, based on reports ob- 
tained from leading stores in 
12 cities and showing com- 
parative sales rating for this 
and last week. 
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FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 


“That Lucky Old Sun”. ....,..., 


New York—(Davega Stores? 














geles—(Denel's Mus. Shop) 











napolis—(Pearson) 











S@ Francisco—(Sherman-Clay? 





ha—(A. Hospe Co.) 


s City—(Jenkins Music Co.) 
























inneapolis—-(Don Leary) 
pattle—(Sherman-Clay) 
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Publicity 


RED DOFF MILTON KARLE 





‘© Damone. 
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